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Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
The United Nations Environment Programme is currently faced with the pressing matters of
preventing conflicts over water scarcity and managing plastic waste disposal. The United Kingdom
is fully committed to taking international action to protect the environment for future generations
while bringing about peace today by working with all member states to prevent conflicts over
water scarcity and to properly manage plastic waste disposal.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

In June 2018, a heat wave took place in the United Kingdom, which maxed temperatures at 35.3℃
(95.5℉). It left many with crop failures, and many wildfires throughout the Eastern side of the
country. This led to water in the nation going scarce, and a higher need for it in the country due to
the sweltering heat. On August 10th, 2003, 38.5 (101℉) which still remains the record today, was
the hottest day in the United Kingdom. A heatwave had struck Europe so hard that it led to 30,000
deaths in the continent (2,000 UK), mostly affecting France (15,000). This led to more agriculture
failure, and less crops being grown due to the water scarcity. These issues became well known in
the United Kingdom, and officials tried to find solutions both, of course, this was not 100%
effective, but they came up with ideas that may help for the present and future.
The United Kingdom is trying to prevent the scarcity of water throughout its country. Efforts have
been made to help reduce the use of water in the country, including the hosepipe ban in 2019,
which lead many fearing of another occuring in 2020-21. The United Kingdom expects the
summers to get hotter over the next few years, and might even exceed the scorching temperatures
from 2003. Rainfall may also occur less in the United Kingdom over the years, and could lead to
more possible droughts in the country. Since rainfall used to be such an important factor for crops,
and the cooling of the country, this could lead to an increase in heat. One last factor that is
significant to the increment in water scarcity is the growing population. The population is expected
to rise from 67 million (current) to 75 million in 2050. Due to this significant increase, it will lead
to more water use throughout the nation. These reasons are all important factors to water scarcity
in the country, but question remains how it could be prevented in the future
The goal of preventing conflicts over water scarcity is achievable, but all nations need to work
together to get there. The United Kingdom recognizes that sanitation and drinking water are key
factors in human and economic development and places a high priority on seeing that developing
countries have access to clean water and sanitation. Recommendations include implementing
systems to assess groundwater levels around the world in order to monitor conditions and prioritize
areas that are facing the greatest threat of water scarcity. In addition, the United Kingdom
recommends increasing access to basic sanitation for developing countries, and improving systems
to treat wastewater with a focus on reducing risks to the environment and human health. The
United Kingdom is actively supporting the “Sanitation and Water for All” initiative to improve the
global response to this issue, while bringing governments and agencies together to solve this
extremely serious problem.

https://www.gov.uk/government/news/lack-of-waterpresents-existential-threat-says-environment-agencychief
https://www.gov.uk/government/speeches/watersecurity-in-a-changing-environment
https://www.frontiersin.org/articles/10.3389/fenvs.2020.
578423/full
https://www.metoffice.gov.uk/weather/learnabout/weather/casestudies/heatwave#:~:text=Maximum%20temperatures,
high%20which%20still%20stands%20today.
https://hosepipeban.org.uk/
https://www.parliament.uk/globalassets/documents/pos
t/pn178.pdf
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II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

It is estimated that the United Kingdom uses around five million tonnes of plastic every year.
Plastic waste does not decompose therefore last’s centuries in landfills or ends up as litter in natural
environments. This pollutes rivers and oceans and harms the ecosystems that inhabit them. The
United Kingdom produces more plastic per person than almost any country in the world. In 2021
the United Kingdom produced 2 million metric tons of plastic waste and supermarkets alone
produced 900,000. When these plastics are recycled they are often incinerated or end up as litter
in the ocean. Plastic that is incinerated puts toxic chemicals into the air that cause many respiratory
issues for citizens living near the incineration plants. Plastic that ends up in the ocean breaks down
into micro plastic and is eaten by fish and slowly makes its way up the food chain poisoning the
fish. The United Kingdom's government is aware of these issues and has implemented plans to
reduce the plastic waste it is producing but they have not been completely successful.
The United Kingdom has taken large action on reducing the global plastic problem. For example
in 2018 the United Kingdom signed a global commitment called the Ellen MacArthur
Foundation’s New Plastics Economy Global Commitment. This commitment called to eliminate
plastic waste and pollution. Signatories included Danone, H&M, L’Oreal, Mars, PepsiCo, The
Coca-Cola Company, Burberry plc, and Unliever. The United Kingdom’s government has also
brought together the Commonwealth Clean Oceans Alliance and Global Plastics Action
Partnership in 2018. A few goals of this partnership are to eliminate unnecessary plastics and move
from single use packaging to reuse packaging models and ensuring that 100% of plastic packaging
can be easily reduced, reused and recycled by 2025. In May 2019, Environmental secretary,
George Eustice set a ban on plastic straws, plastic stirrers, and cotton buds with overwhelming
public support. Although the United Kingdom has taken many steps towards reducing plastic waste
there is more and more plastics being created each day and the measures put in place may not be
sustainable long term.
WRAP has identified 8 problematic plastic items some of which include, single-use plastic plates,
cutlery and polystyrene cups. Banning these problematic items can dramatically reduce the plastic
waste produced. Environment secretary Gearge Eustice stated “Now we are looking to go a step
further as we build back greener. These plans will help us stamp out the unnecessary use of plastics
that wreak havoc with our natural environment”. Jo Morley, Head of Campaigns at City to Sea
says “We need now to take a leading role in banning unnecessary single-use plastics to see real
benefits for the nation’s and the world’s wildlife.” Eliminating single use plastics can help to
reduce the waste created in our world.

Nigeria
Mayfield Highschool
United Nations Environment Programme
Delegation from Nigeria
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme
The topics before the United Nation Environment Programme (UNEP) are Preventing Conflicts
Over Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The republic of Nigeria is struggling
on a local and national level when it comes to preventing conflicts over water scarcity and
managing plastic waste disposal. We hope to come together with other countries in order to
implement a beneficial system to solve their predicaments.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
As a country we are aware of our struggles on water scarcity. There's no denying that we lack a
sufficient way to provide safe and clean drinking water for our citizens. As of right now, over 86
percent of our population suffers from inadequacy of clean drinking water distribution. This is
more than 60 million of our people suffering. We are heavily dispirited knowing that while the
impact of water scarcity affects so many of our citizens, those who are suffering the most are or
are our children and future generations. It is difficult for us to establish a solution as there are
concerns in our budget. Our country is not the most economically stable. Nearly 83 million people
live in poverty and only 41 million people pay taxes. We don't have money readily available for
our use to just imposte solutions. Imposing a system may be costly and not in our budget cut. That
is why we are willing to work with larger developed countries who would be open to helping us
settle our issues.
So far we have put in our best efforts to ensure clean water as well as sanitation and proper hygiene.
Our government has implemented a service called WASH (Water, sanitation and hygiene). This
service that we implemented is intended to provide water availability and quality water. Through
this system we provide sanitation facilities with readily available soap and water that can be used
for handwashing. We embody the idea of privinging all our citizens with basic health services. We
feel as though water, sanitation, and hygiene are all fundamental to this proposition. So in 2018,
we took further steps to strengthen how committed we were in actively participating in the WASH
services, as we declared a state of emergency. This service has been beneficial to our school
children. They waste less time collecting water and therefore have more freedom to attend proper
schooling. Not to mention the reduction in diseases as they are not drinking polluted and
contaminated waters. Though we have put in efforts towards this situation we need and will receive
all the help we can get from other countries who are willing to aid us.

Nigeria is willing to pursue collaboration with other countries in order to develop a resolution
regarding conflicts over water scarcity. We seek to stimulate proactive cooperation between
nations, and increase the accessibility of clean water to all our citizens and hopefully put an end to
this conflict.
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
As Nigeria continues to grow daily waste control proves to be a significant issue surrounding our
country. We are known to produce around 32 million tons of waste annually. Of that 32 million
tons, 2.5 million is plastic. At an astonishing seventy percent, more than half of our plastic and
non plastic waste eventually finds its way into our sewers, landfills, beaches, and bodies of water,
ultimately destroying our beloved country. Without regards to the well being of the country, waste
is discarded in every place imaginable, typically even dumped on roadsides. Evidently shown, our
country is in desperate need of improvement regarding disposal, recycling, and waste management.
We fail to allow this detrimental plastic waste issue go unrecognized.
Throughout the years we have built about twenty six plastic recycling plants in all areas of our
country. These plastic recycling plants allow us to process used or abandoned materials effectively
and efficiently in order to ensure good sustainable waste management. Our hopes in the future are
to develop more recycling plants for our country. Along with the physical developments created
to reduce poor waste disposal, we have also implicated important laws to help resolve this issue at
a much quicker rate. The Harmful Waste (Special Criminal Provisions etc) Act is a law that
protects our environment as it does not tolerate carrying, depositing and dumping of harmful waste
on land or in territorial waters. It wasn’t until approximately three years that our country passed a
bill banning plastic bags in Nigeria. Failure to obey this bill resulted in a penalty of N500,000 fine
or a three year jail term. Citizens were not permitted to offer plastic bags in place of paper ones.
Many raised worry toward this bill but we justified our actions by ensuring our citizens on the
harmful consequences plastic pollution causes without it. In 2020, the Federal Executive Council,
(FEC) approved our policy on plastic waste management which intended to reduce the litter of
plastic waste in the environment. It also proved to limit harm to humans and animals, as well as
allow for plastic products to be remade and reused.
Our plastic pollution threatens life in the ocean, food safety, human health, and contributes to
climate change. It is important to stop these issues as soon as possible before they impact our
national economy and development negatively. In January 2021, we could proudly announce that
we joined in a partnership with the World Economic Forum’s global plastic action to advance
national efforts to fight plastic pollution. We are creating a change and we are fighting for a
difference.

Delegation from: Bolivia
Represented by: Avon High School
United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the UNEP are preventing conflicts over water scarcity and
managing plastic waste disposal. The Delegation of Bolivia is dedicated to working with
other countries in order to create resolutions to these detrimental problems. ‘
Managing plastic waste disposal is a high priority for the Delegation of Bolivia. Due to
having waters that are plagued with pollution of plastics, Bolivia is centered on working with
fellow nations to resolve this issue. The Delegation of Bolivia is against plastic waste, and is
devoted to the act of managing the proper disposal of plastic. Bolivia itself has directly seen this
as a once splendored lake Titicaca, now remains in ruinous fifth, that not only affects visual
views but harms the environment. Plastic is an extremely harmful substance, with an estimated
decomposition timeline of around 500 years. During this time plastic disables the atmosphere
through affecting global warming and spreading toxins to wildlife. Another landmark that has
been affected is Lake Uru Uru located in Bolivia.The Center for Ecology and Indigenous Peoples
(CEPA), has reported that around 25-30% of the lake has been lost due to plastic pollution.
CEPA looked to try and ban a majority of plastic bags at the local levels but was unfortunately
unsuccessful, and met with industry backlash.
Although Bolivia stems from a low income economy, tireless efforts have been made in
order to counteract the harmful effects that plastic pollution has caused and is currently
continuing to cause. Bolivia has partnered with the United Nations Environmental Programmes
chemical and waste management programme in order to try and combat pollution. This
partnership entails a three year long project that will be goal oriented towards strengthening the
national ability of the management of hazardous waste. This act would also work to make
permanent governmental changes by creating a Chemicals and Waste unit to ensure long term
relief from plastic dilemmas. The Delegation of Bolivia recognizes that help is needed in order to
limit this issue on other levels and will happily work with the rest of the Delegations to solve the
plastic crisis.
The Delegation of Bolivia has been troubled with the issue of water scarcity for decades,
receiving no aid from its landlocked geographical location near the equator. There is a constant
struggle for rural communities to access clean water due to the pollution of major water supply
aquifers, frequent droughts, and management challenges from major industries. In 2016, Bolivia
was struck by an extreme drought, devastating 125,000 families with major water scarcity. The
overexploitation of water by major industries and their failure to economically control aggregate
mining causes clay blockages that prevent the filtration of crucial aquifers.
In an attempt to eliminate water scarcity, Bolivia passed the Law of 2029, privatizing the
use of water and enforcing residents to pay full cost for water resources. Bolivia may have been
successful in our primary goal to decrease water scarcity, however this caused citizens to be
plagued with a disheartening price on a resource needed to survive. Bolivia’s struggle with

government negligence in the past has caused tension between our government and citizens, but
catastrophic outcomes and violent protests in the early 2000s from previous government
decisions have created a promising future through our adopted willingness to take action and
consider the delegates’ solutions.
There are several ways that the environmental issues listed can be eradicated, as many
nations suffer from lack of resources in order to properly combat them. The Delegation of
Bolivia believes that many nations suffering from environmental crises are swayed by industry
influence embedded in the government which may stifle the advancement of environmental
prosperity. This can properly be resolved through direct implementations of strictly environment
based units in the government. If higher income nations are willing to help kick start these
government departments in countries that are suffering then real change will begin to be
enforced. The government departments will lead to specific changes for pollution and water
availability in whatever area they are located in, which will foster the environment. Departments
can specialize towards the correct solution based on climate, culture, and resources available.
Instead of unsolidified organizations that can be easily overtaken or influenced by industry or
outside groups, having governmental intrusion will provide best long term solutions. The
Delegation of Bolivia is willing to do whatever is possible in order to combat the issues of
Plastic Pollution and Water Crises and will work with the UNEP to do so.

Delegation from Finland
Represented by: North Olmsted High School
Position Paper for The United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
The currently ongoing global issue rights include preventing conflicts over water scarcity and managing
plastic waste disposal . The delegation of the Republic of Finland is fully committed to assisting and
helping the UNEP as the two problems are presented below.
I.Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Water is an essential resource and has been on the Earth for 4.5 billion years, and yet it is still not fairly
distributed. 3% of water is fresh but 30% of freshwater is groundwater, 69 % is glaciers and 1% is accessible
groundwater. With such little water to share with 7.9 billion people, there will be conflicts over water
scarcity. Water scarcity usually takes place in 3rd world countries and countries which are running out of
ground with high populations. Countries surrounded by water can also be affected by water scarcity, for
example, Qatar which is most at risk for water scarcity is surrounded by water, and Paraguay which is in
the middle of South America, with very little water surrounding the country is the least likely to be affected
by water scarcity. Water scarcity can impact the amount of drinkable water, crops and can affect the
economy, and deadly diseases. Water scarcity is believed to start because of climate change, altered weather
patterns that include floods and droughts. This is still a problem because climate change is something the
world has recently started addressing. If this problem is not addressed then over 52% of the world
population in 2030 will be living in countries with scarcity problems.
Water Aid is an NGO (Non-government organization)whose mission is to get clean water around the world.
Water Aid has field officers around the world who work with local partners, help villages get clean water,
toilets that work very well, and good hygiene. Water Aid has helped 34 different countries and provided
clean water for over 321,000 people in households, 148,000 people in schools, and 971,000 people in
healthcare centers. In 2013 Finland and Sweden had an agreement concerning Transboundary rivers. The
Republic of Finland is not too affected by water scarcity and is very unlikely to be affected by water scarcity.
The Republic of Finland supports other countries during the water crisis. The Republic of Finland helps
third-world countries like the Federal Democratic Republic of Nepal, the Federal Democratic Republic of
Ethiopia, and the Republic of Kenya. In the Socialist Republic of Vietnam, the Republic of Finland has
contributed to the urban water supply and sewage system. The Republic of Finland’s Prime Minister Sanna
Marin has said in an interview with Columbia Climate School “The Finnish and the Nordic model, in
general, is based on a holistic view of sustainability—environmental, social and economic sustainability all
together”
As water scarcity increases and is a major threat to humanity, new ways of getting water must be found and
new ways to share water most used, otherwise the world will deal with Economic depression, famines, and
droughts. A major reason why many third-world countries are struggling with water scarcity is because of
economic reasons. Many third-world countries do not have enough money to buy water from other countries
or get more groundwater. A great solution is first world countries like the Russian Federation, the People’s
Republic of China, and the United States of America to give money to third-world countries like the Federal
Democratic Republic of Nepal, Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, and the Republic of Kenya.
Another major reason why water scarcity is still a major problem is climate change. Countries like the
People's republic of China, United States of America, the Republic of India, the Russian Federation, Japan,
Federal Republic of Germany, the Islamic Republic of Iran, the Republic of Korea, the Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia, the Republic of Indonesia are the top ten CO2 emitting countries. A way to lower emissions is to
get these countries to switch to renewable energy instead of fossil fuels and switch from gas to electric cars
and start investing in wind turbines.
II.Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The first known mass production of plastic happened back in 1960; however, in the past three decades.
There has been rapidly growing single-use plastics manufacturing. This concern of plastic waste means a
rising environmental threat and food safety. Not only is it affecting humans society but also animals due
to the toxic chemical that plastic leaves. For example cancers, birth defects, impaired immunity, etc. As in
today, about 40% of plastic is single-use. Especially during the pandemic, when COVID saw an increase
in single-use plastic like medical equipment, masks, and gloves. Another factor like many developing
nations like Africa has a hard time managing plastic which leads to pollution spreading to surrounding
nations. “If current trends continue, our oceans could contain more plastic than fish by 2050.” quota by
UNEP. Three main causes of plastic pollution: poorly recycled systems, negligence disposal plaster, and
relying too much on plastic. UNEP statistics show 9% of plastic is recycled, 12% has been incinerated,
while the rest of 79% end up in landfills or the natural environment.
The Republic of Finland firmly believes education is the key to managing plastic waste disposal. Despite
pushing for change, Finland’s home fronBalticic Sea is the most polluted Sea in the world with 70% of
marine litter being plastic. Finland has signed many international agreements to protect the environment,
natural resources, waste management, etc. like the voluntary Green Deal between the Ministry of the
Environment and the Finnish Chamber of Commerce in 2016. It was to ensure Finland reached the
number reduction bag target in the European Union Directive on packaging waste, decreasing emission,
etc. In addition to other agreements like the Environmental Protection Act, Waste Act, Water Act, and the
Act on Compensation for Environmental Damage, etc. Finland is strongly committed to the EU waste
directive and environmental concerns. Along with the establishment of SITRA or the Finnish Innovation
Fund under the directly operated Finnish parliament. The goal is to enforce a new lifestyle under a
circular economy, which is not built on the overconsumption of fossil fuel, oil, and gas.
As plastic continues to increase and is a threat to the environment, new plastic treatment and recycling
must be acknowledged. With this, we must invest money in scientific research and invest in better
technology to help the problem of recycling which causes harmful toxic chemicals. For example,
scientists had come up with a chemical tricycle which breaks down plastic back to its original block.
Along with innovation for new recycling treatments, research, and development are needed for a new
form of plastic replacement that could provide the usefulness of plastic but also not damage the earth’s
environment. For example, China is already taking action by banning single-use plastic straws on January
1, 2021. Many countries like India will soon follow the ban. In order to spread awareness for plastic and
behavior change, education campaigns and the establishment of Non-government profit
organizations(NOG) will be essential to assist the world crisis. Education campaigns include the reduction
and reuse of plastic as we try to develop new technologies for plastic waste.

Delegation from: Venezuela
Represented by: Jefferson Area High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Program
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Water Scarcity is a major issue that has been prevalent not only in Venezuela, but a problem that
affects people worldwide. As a result of the Earth being made up of 71% of water, and only
3.5% of it is actually drinkable it creates a limited supply. Water scarcity became a major
concern during the Industrial Revolution because of all the water and air pollution that was the
effect of all of the new innovations that were being produced. This is because of pollution,
contamination, the Earth being saltwater, and global warming. One issue that stands out the most
is global warming. Global warming has been the leading contributor in the water scarcity issue
due to its unpredictability, and large scale. Due to this most countries that have a high scarcity of
water are in the MENA region. Since this issue has grown so large, Venezuela calls upon every
nation in order to tackle this urgent global panic.
Water scarcity in Venezuela has not only been a huge problem in the past, but one that has been
on the rise for decades. Water scarcity has become such a big issue in Venezuela because of
pollution, expensive cost, and failed government plans. Oftentimes, even if a person does find
access to water it is polluted and unusable because of oil spillages, sewage, and fertilizer runoff.
In addition, because water has a cost of $3 per 16oz bottle it makes it almost impossible for the
lower income families, as this is about half of Venezuela's minimum wage of $8 a month.
Although many solutions from the government have been implemented in the past to combat
water scarcity, they have all proven to not work. This is because the real issue is in the long
travels to the Guaire River. The little sources of fresh water spread throughout the country makes
it difficult to transport water to a place that is not easily accessible.
Venezuela hopes to create a solution that makes having water easily accessible and a basic
human right. In this one year plan it will cost about 400,000,000 dollars in order to create a long
term reliable water source that grants each person access to 216 liters of clean drinking water
every month. Venezuela will call upon the US, other like minded countries, and organizations in
order to fund this project. As hospitals and educational facilities are a major priority they will be
guaranteed the first access to water through new or repaired wells using chlorine or other
emergency purification treatments. Once the base necessities have received water and can
operate once again, the economy will be able to advance and will be at the first step to
stabilization. Moving forward an assessment of the current state of watersheds and clean water
supply will be taken into account. From there a framework of how the construction of
distribution of water from Guaire River can be created in order to give everyone access to clean
water.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The plastic waste issue has been prominent dating back to the first time that plastic really
boomed in the factory industry around the 1960’s. Since the plastic waste issue did not appear to
be a pressing issue in the world it has been swept under the rug. Now what once wasn’t though
about as an issue has shown to be one of the biggest problems that the world faces today. As the
number of plastic that gets dumped in the ocean everyday rises it has peaked at around 8 million
metric tons of plastic put into the oceans every year. Because this has grown to such a drastic
level more precautions need to be taken in order to combat the new problem that has begin to
effect our everyday lives. In order to take action Venezuela calls upon all countries and nations
to work together and create a long lasting solution.
Venezuela is particularly affected by the plastic waste because of its ocean border. In addition to
it having an ocean border Venezuela has proven to be one of the leading causes for this plastic
waste issue. Venezuela hopes to be apart of a solution that not only helps solve the problem, but
prevents plastic from polluting the ocean in the future. Just by Venezuela alone 46,000 pieces of
plastic waste per square mile are afloat in the ocean. Because of this is has been proven that
100,000 marine mammals are killed every year through ingestion or entanglement. Not only does
it hurt marine mammals it has begin to hurt the economy as Venezuela is one of the main oil
producers and many of the ports that ship this oil are being blocked and damaged by plastic
pollution. In addition, it pollutes the air by releasing to much Nitrogen and Phosphorus from the
mass amounts of plastic. This created a uncontrollable amount of oversized aquatic plants and
algae that disrupts the aquatic system.
In order to solve this upcoming issue creating a long lasting solution is the most important thing
to incorporate. Venezuela believes that just to start there should be a fee implemented worldwide
for the use of plastic bags. Venezuela has used this in 2019, and it has shown to decrease the
plastic pollution by 30%. In addition, to reducing the waste in the future by giving a cheaper
reusable shopping bags that will help to reduce the amount of bags needed. This will be a
prominent part in the solution as plastic bags are among the largest contributors to the plastic
pollution in the ocean. For the solution to reduce plastic already thrown into the ocean Venezuala
would like to team up with Ocean Conservancy and The Ocean Cleanup in order to help fund a
solor panel powered machine that filters through the main streams that lead to the oceans around
the world. These machines will pick out the pollution that is in the water and prevent it from
entering the ocean.

Delegation from: the Federative Republic of Brazil
Represented by: Mayfield High School
Position Paper for the Environmental Programme
The two major issues of the Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegation of Brazil is devoted to
collaborating with the other delegates to combine ideas to help fix the Water Scarcity and
Mismanagement of Plastic Waste Disposal.
I.Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
The Federative Republic of Brazil has always been very proactive in assuring that Brazil is part
of the solution to environmental issues and not the problem. Brazil actively faces water scarcity,
with 1.2 million Brazilians affected by a severe lack of access to safe water and another twenty
million with a lack of access to improved sanitation. The delegates of Brazil have identified that
the leading causes of this issue are climate change and water pollution. The delegates of Brazil
can assure that plans to take action have been carefully planned and shall be executed with grace.
In regard to climate change, Brazil has unfortunately been affected greatly in the past by several
natural disasters. The delegates plan to learn from the past and to focus as much as possible on
the looming problem that is climate change. Due to the alarming rates of rising temperatures,
Brazil has faced some of the worst droughts in the country’s history within the past ten years. As
Brazil holds the most amount of freshwater in the world at approximately twelve percent of the
supply, we are in no situation to take a backseat. The delegation of Brazil has devised a plan that
will immensely help Brazil’s issue of water scarcity by vowing to cut half of all its carbon
emissions in 2030. We expect this to restore fertility to the now arid parts of Brazil, effectively
providing the capability to supply water to the 1.2 million who do not have access to a safe water
source. We also have committed to achieving carbon neutrality by 2050, which will help even
more with drought occurrences. The delegates plan to do this by stopping all illegal deforestation
by 2028, preserving many trees that are crucial in providing oxygen and retaining carbon
emissions. These plans will help upwards of one million that are suffering from unsafe sources of
water, saving thousands from diseases.
The prevalent issue of water pollution has also proven to be detrimental to the issue of water
scarcity around the world. Over the past century, unclean water and poor sanitation have been
responsible for more global deaths than anything else. The issue of water sanitation affects 20
million in Brazil and 850 million worldwide. 2.4 billion people on Earth do not have the means
to get access to safe, potable drinking water. This is why the delegation of Brazil has proposed
new legal framework guaranteeing that 99% of Brazilians will have access to potable water and
90% to sewage collection and treatment by the year 2033. Brazil hopes to do this by providing
water to more isolated areas, increasing funding to reduce sewage contamination, and decreasing
water loss in irrigation systems. We hope that the rest of the world will follow this provided
proposal to guarantee that all their citizens will have access to drinking water as it is in their best
interest to support the basic human right of clean water. The delegates are excited to begin this

proposal so more citizens can live better, quicker. By implementing these proposals, millions of
people’s lives may greatly improve once they receive the water that they deserve.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The delegation of Brazil is attentive and wants to change the problems of Plastic Waste to help
improve the stability of the environment. Major problems that arise from poor management of
Plastic Waste are as follows: greenhouse gas emissions, plastic pollution, oceanic degradation,
risks to human health, the longevity of plastics, and uncertainty of magnitude from plastic waste
damage. Every year, an estimated 11 million tonnes of plastic enter the world’s oceans,
according to a recent report by UNEP. This shows that not only Brazil but the whole world is
struggling to handle the management of Plastic Waste Disposal. There needs to be more
commitment and awareness of the environmental problems of today’s society. With all the
problems that arise from poor management of plastic waste, Brazil hopes to work with all other
delegations present to prevent or even delay the further impact of Plastic Waste in the current
modern world and society.
The delegation of Brazil has tried to solve the problems of plastic waste in the past by having an
active recycling sector and the Basel Convention. However, even though the solutions in the past
were effective in the management of plastic waste disposal, only half of the world chimed in to
help solve the problems of plastic waste. With that said, plastic pollution still remains one of the
biggest problems in the environmental aspect of the world. The solutions that the delegation of
Brazil have come up with are: Changes in the product design of plastic, better waste management
system, clean up and remediation, long-term solutions of creating jobs for recycling, reducing the
cost of recycled plastic production, more awareness from the world and mainly G7 countries, the
four R’s: Reduce, reuse, recycle, & recover, and finally strict enforcement of plastic waste
disposal. Nonetheless, funding is needed from governments, stakeholders, and other contributors
to help solve the detrimental effects of plastic waste. Also, governments can use social media
apps to raise further awareness and they also need to have better communication with other
countries that are looking to solve the problem of Plastic Waste. The increased communication
with the funding could pay for better transportation and disposal of plastic before ships or other
transportation methods drop plastic randomly into the sea or land. Working conditions also need
to be better and safer for the people who try to preserve the environment. The delegation of
Brazil must also mention that with the COVID-19 pandemic declining, there will be an easier
time for management and working conditions. With all that said it is of substantial hope that the
delegation of Brazil and other delegations may work together to use the solutions to fix and
preserve the earth we call home.

Delegation from: Republic of South Africa
Represented by: Mayfield High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The topics that concern the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) are as follows: Preventing
Conflicts Over Water Scarcity, and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegates of South Africa
believe that access to enough water and managing plastic disposal are two major problems that are necessary
to solve with South Africa's environment, which conflicts with South Africa’s basic human necessities.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity.

The South African delegation believes that water scarcity is a global problem that does not get enough
support. Currently, around 52% of the world does not have access to water or is affected by water shortage.
6% of the world does not have access to clean water. One of the biggest factors that come out of water
scarcity and unclean water is sanitation problems which cause common diseases such as diarrhea and polio
to come from these unsanitary conditions. Even recently, The Covid-19 variant Omicron was believed to
have originated from South Africa. Nearly 1 million people die from unclean water and hygiene-related
diseases yearly. Other effects include not enough food and water to drink and an economic decline. These
conditions go against what South Africa believes in, and many countries around the world face them daily.
South Africa believes that with aid and government control, this situation can be fixed.
Droughts in South Africa have been occurring more often to the point that the government could not provide
enough water for the citizens. The population of South Africa's capital Cape Town grew 80% since 1995,
but the dam storage where most of the water comes from grew 15%. The amount of water provided was
not enough for everyone in Cape Town to use so the government invested in groundwater projects and other
forms of water sources. Thanks to the organization called Water Research Commission which researches
low-cost ways to improve water, sanitation, and hygiene, South Africa has started to rebuild the loss of
water. The goal of this project is to get water levels to pre-2015 which is before the drought happened.
South Africa also invested to build multiple dams increasing the water supply. South Africa also teamed
up with a non-governmental organization to clean the Vaal River, removing over 20 tons of dead fish. Now,
The Vaal River provides fresh water for millions of people throughout South Africa.
The delegates of South Africa have many solutions to help continue the fight against water scarcity and
sanitation. In order to keep water more sanitary and safe to use, South Africa will focus more on educating
its citizens. It is important to talk about these topics so disease will be less common throughout South
Africa. Even though the South African government did many things in order to stop this water crisis, many
problems like water usage need to be fixed to keep South Africa away from not having enough water for
its citizens. The delegates of South Africa will continue to work with various organizations to help innovate
new ways to provide clean water at a low price and keep bodies of water clean and safe to use. South Africa
will also balance out 70% of all water going to agriculture, saving the excess water not used by farmers.
The delegates of South Africa want to create a better world with no water crisis in South Africa, or anywhere
else.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
The Delegates of South Africa believe that managing the plastic waste disposal is an issue that must be
resolved for humanity to thrive and succeed. South Africa also believes that it is essential for humans to be

able to sustain a stable environment that in the upcoming future will prosper. Marine life around the world
is constantly at risk due to the current ways of plastic waste disposal. The United Nations Environmental
Programme claims that, with the current status of the world’s methods to manage plastic waste, 99 million
tons of uncontrolled plastic waste are predicted to be in the environment by 2030. By 2050, the world
population is predicted to be 2 billion greater than it already is (7.9 billion). Globally, due to this growth in
population, the middle class is expected to increase by 400 million people, where most of the plastic market
occurs. The increase in population will result in a greater amount of plastic pollution. South Africa hopes
with all the delegates, to delay the impact of plastic waste that is constantly arising.
The delegation of South Africa has previously attempted to settle the problem of plastic waste in the past.
South Africa has made an effort to help manage plastic waste disposal by recycling plastic milk bottles and
using them to make roads. This process was very successful as it helped not only decrease the devastating
plastic waste disposal issue. Nonetheless, it also assisted in the quality of South Africa’s roads. These new
roads, while being similar to that of the previously made roads, surpass that of the national average of 20
years. Potholes cost the country’s road users an estimated $3.4 billion per year in vehicle repairs and
injuries. Companies located across the globe have been introducing new ways to use plastic: such as clothes,
bricks, and fuel. Shisalanga Construction is recognized as the first to lay a section of roads that is partly
plastic in KwaZulu-Natal (KZN) province on the east coast. Plastic is being taken out of landfills, pollution
is being reduced, and a product that is far superior to alternatives. However, landfills continue to reach full
capacity, causing leakage. When leakage happens, plastic is released into the environment, specifically
rivers and oceans, causing damage to marine life. Despite all of this going on, plastic waste disposal still
remains one of the top concerns for keeping the environment safe.
The delegation of South Africa perceives that the best solutions to assist in the issue of managing plastic
disposal are: Spreading awareness and communication across the globe, alternating the current product
designs for plastic, increasing reusable plastic production, and a better waste disposal management system.
However, South Africa will need assistance from the government, as well as, other contributors globally to
help fund and resolve the occurring issue. South Africa, through the promotion of Social media, increases
communication leading to a world that has reduced plastic. If the government promoted managing plastic
disposal awareness on social media, it would be easier for South Africa to see the benefits of working
together to create a prosperous future. With greater awareness, a substantial quantity of people will be able
to recognize how detrimental the effects of the current ways of plastic disposal are, which would be very
impactful for the environment. Increased communication allows for creative ways to use plastic that will in
return, lower the amount of plastic disposal that is added to landfills, as a result, leading to fewer leaks.
South Africa is constantly filling up landfills with plastic past its capacity. Promoted with funding, the
delegation of South Africa believes that transporting and creating unique ways to help with plastic disposal
will be stronger and that shortening the quantity of non-reusable plastics, for reusable plastics, will allow
the world to help reduce ocean pollution. Rebuilding roads with the usage of plastic allows for the world to
solve many issues that concern transportation economically. Introducing and promoting the usage of
reusable plastic allows the plastic disposal sum to decline in general. With all that is being mentioned, the
delegation of South Africa hopes that all other delegations will help and be of great assistance, as a better
world, is a better place.

Delegation from: the Islamic Republic of Mauritania
Represented by: Rocky River High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Program
The issues before the Environmental Program are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity; and
Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The Islamic Republic of Mauritania is dedicated to the safety
of all people and desires to international cooperation to address these matters responsibly.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Since the beginning of the twentieth century, the global population has increased by more than 450
percent. Mauritania’s population has increased even more dramatically, rising by more than 700
percent since 1950. However, this increase in population, in addition to global urbanization, has
dramatically increased the use of natural resources, specifically, water. Over the past century,
water has been used more and more, which has actually caused water shortages around the globe.
This is only exacerbated by global warming and climate change, which can cause droughts and
pollute water sources. Furthermore, this scarcity has the potential to start conflicts between nations.
Some countries have more potable water than others, which can lead to a country feeling as if the
only way to obtain drinkable water is through conflict. Thus, it is critical to find a plan to limit
conflicts caused by water scarcity.
To begin, Mauritania has an ability to help reduce water shortages. Mauritania has extensive
groundwater supplies, and is able to give the majority of its citizens potable water. In order to
reduce water conflicts, Mauritania can extract and give potable water to surrounding countries, if
necessary. This can ease water scarcity in neighboring countries, which would ultimately reduce
the risk of water conflicts. On the international stage, global relief organizations can help
developing countries to build wells and tap into groundwater supplies. This would allow
developing countries to be able to use their own resources to ease water scarcity, rather than always
relying on foreign powers.
In terms of the groups involved in the water crisis, it is vital to balance competing agendas and
parties. This can be accomplished by international talks that involve stakeholders in the water
crisis. It is imperative that it is made clear that the water crisis is a global issue, and a unified
response is needed. This would involve countries not “hoarding” water, in addition to more
affluent countries, both fiscally and environmentally, helping developing nations or those in need.
Next, it is critical that measures are put in place to protect water resources and increase water
supply. This can be accomplished by increasing the infrastructure in developing nations that would
allow them to cultivate their own aquaculture. Mauritania can assist in these efforts, utilizing the
already developed groundwater system. This would ease the water crisis in many areas around the
globe, especially in parts of Africa where water is scarce. In order to protect water resources, there
must be steps taken to reduce the impact of climate change and urbanization. While this is a
difficult task to accomplish, countries may be able to reduce their overall ecological footprint by
mandating companies to be more environmentally friendly. It is also important to ensure adequate
communication between countries regarding water scarcity. While the UNEP can help facilitate
talks, it would be beneficial to create a new international organization responsible for water
shortage aid and communication.

In conclusion, the global water shortage has the potential to cause conflict, and this must be
avoided. Mauritania, in addition to many other countries around the globe, find it imperative to
create infrastructure, agencies, and to foster communication in order to prevent any future conflict
regarding water scarcity.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
The Islamic Republic of Mauritania believes that proper disposal of plastic wastes is essential for
preservation of the environment as well as the safety of all people. We are very concerned about
the overuse of disposable plastic leading to unsustainable levels of municipal solid waste (MSW),
polluting the oceans, and killing livestock. It is the belief of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania
that more direct action needs to be taken in every nation to combat the damage done by plastic
waste.
Although manageable levels of plastic waste were produced throughout the 1960s and 1970s, use
of plastic materials became extremely prevalent in the 1990s. The lightweight resilient nature of
plastics combined with the efficiency with which it can be produced, have led to excessive use of
plastic materials in recent decades. Plastic waste, often from disposable or single-use plastic items,
has grown dramatically since the 1990s. This trend has only been exacerbated in recent years by
the importance of disposable personal protective equipment (PPE) during the Covid-19 pandemic,
which accounts for eight million tons of plastic waste in recent years. Unfortunately, the durable
nature of plastic prevents it from naturally decomposing, and with plastic waste reaching
dangerous levels, disposal of plastic waste has become a dire issue. Plastic pollution has become
a grave danger to the environment on land and sea, with plastic consumption becoming a prominent
cause of death for livestock and wildlife and leading to human ingestion of plastics. UNEP has
attempted to address the issue with the Clean Seas Initiative. Launched in 2017, the Clean Seas
Initiative works to unite individuals, organizations, and governments behind the common goal of
ending marine plastic pollution. The Islamic Republic of Mauritania has also combatted the
concerning rise of plastic waste. In 2012, 70% of cattle and sheep deaths in the capital city of
Nouakchott were caused by ingestion of single use plastic bags. By 2013, the Islamic Republic of
Mauritania was one few nations to have implemented a ban on single use plastic bags.
The Islamic Republic of Mauritania holds that implementation of new policies at a national level
is the best hope of combating plastic wastes.The most direct option for managing plastic waste is
to reduce it through legislation. The Islamic Republic of Mauritania would encourage nations to
place bans on disposable plastic bags and other single-use plastics. While not all single-use plastics
are able to be eliminated altogether at this time, the implementation of new taxes on other single
use plastics should be encouraged as well. It is also the belief of the Islamic Republic of Mauritania
that individual habits will ultimately decide the fate of plastic waste. Therefore, it would be
reasonable to launch public campaigns advocating for consumers to reduce, reuse, or recycle their
plastic waste. Plastic Waste is an issue affecting citizens of every nation on Earth, becoming more
important with every passing day. Eliminating plastic waste will require participation at the global,
national, and individual level.

Delegation from: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Represented by: Mayfield High School
Position paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues for deliberation put forth to the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) are:
Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The Kingdom of Saudi
Arabia advocates for global cooperation and futuristic strategies to manage plastic waste and prevent
disputes over water.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Water scarcity has constantly challenged the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) in the past sixty years due to
the desert topography and insufficient precipitation rates across the region. In the last two decades, this issue
has significantly impacted the agricultural sector and led to the depletion of nonrenewable resources. With
renewable internal freshwater availability also falling to an all-time low of 73 cubic meters per capita by the
end of the last decade, the KSA began to employ several techniques to build water management
infrastructures including, but not limited to: desalination plants, artificial aquifers, and center pivot irrigation,
to enable access of water for all and facilitate steady agricultural enrichment. At present, the KSA gets more
than 60%, a majority, of its drinking water through the process of seawater desalination, and less than 40%
from nonrenewable surface and groundwater.
The KSA believes that only through water sustainability and international cooperation will countries be able
to combat water shortages in the long run and avoid the possibility of any conflicts in the near future.
Recognizing that even desalination releases brine into the sea and aquifers exploit groundwater resources,
the KSA has been focusing on eliminating water overconsumption and utilizing renewable sources. In 2019,
the KSA initiated the ‘Qatrah’ program to reduce daily water consumption by 43% by 2030, whilst also
limiting water consumption in the agricultural sector. The Qatrah also aims to raise individual awareness
and conserve vital resources. The delegation of the KSA urges other nations in the UNEP, particularly those
conflicted with other countries over water issues, to bring sustainability to the central attention and asserts
that this model will provide an optimistic prospect on the preservation of water sources. Acknowledging that
the Middle East and North Africa (MENA) are home to the most water-stressed nations on the planet, the
KSA is willing to cooperate with neighboring countries to foster relations and avoid disputes. The sharing
of the Al-Disi aquifer with Jordan is a particular example where sharing of transboundary water sources
proved to be mutually beneficial. Besides, with the development of sustainable goals including Qatrah, the
KSA will leadingly become less dependent on such nonrenewable aquifers, ultimately boosting ties with
Jordan. Furthermore, the KSA views access to water as a basic human right and supports the efforts of other
countries in MENA to control the water crisis. The kingdom also recommends that the UNEP intensify
efforts to develop a precise process and begin negotiations within already conflicted countries to address
water shortage with resilience and prevent possible disagreements over access to critical water bodies.
It is through such means of sustainability that the KSA desires to provide essential resources to society,
hence launching the Saudi Vision of 2030 in partnership with the UNEP. This vision also places added
emphasis on reducing, reusing, and recycling water. Another dimension of this vision includes the
construction of a futuristic eco-city, Neom, which hopes to set a model for other nations in the UNEP by
pioneering the minimization of water production costs, committing to zero-liquid discharge in the
environment, and seeking sustainable desalination through brine processing. However, the KSA believes
that financial sufficiency is necessary to establish technologies that aid in such means of water sustainability.
Abiding by this notion and ensuring support to less economically inclined nations in the UNEP, the KSA
proposes the Shared Water Fund (SWF). The purpose of SWF will be to bring all countries together to invest
money in the installation of water harvesting technologies in potentially rain-rich regions where an

insufficient budget has challenged such establishments. This initiative would enable the use of the abundant
amounts of rainwater that goes wasted or underutilized in several countries. The ultimate objective will be
to distribute the gathered water to scarcity-hit countries and unite every polity together for combating water
stress.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Within the recent decade, plastic usage has fluctuated upwards at a rampant level, forcing governments
across the world to make a robust approach for managing the generated waste because of the toxic chemical
composition and anti-decomposing nature of plastic polymers. Nonetheless, current estimates from the
UNEP suggest that plastic usage will only double as the world proceeds to the decade of 2030. The Kingdom
of Saudi Arabia (KSA) generates roughly 15 million tons of waste every year, with plastics constituting a
maximum of seventeen percent. Although the KSA has not yet seen a catastrophe of plastic waste, the nation
has preventatively installed recycling facilities in highly populated cities, with aid from public investment
funds to avoid such disasters.
Acknowledging the growing plastic usage and the disruption that it causes to ecosystems, the KSA believes
that the utilization of ecologically safe alternatives will eliminate single-use plastics and assist in disposal
efficiency. The KSA has instituted plastic legislation that requires everyday plastics to be produced solely
using oxo-biodegradable materials, which will still provide the transitory convenience of regular plastics but
to the protracted advantage of the biotic and abiotic surroundings. Under this decree, all plastic goods
entering the markets must be registered with and evaluated for environmental safety, after which a
“biodegradable” seal will be placed on the product to certify its inspection. Conceding the importance of
futuristic approaches to withstand present challenges, the KSA regards that all resources must be used to the
fullest of their potential while also ensuring no harm to the environment. Thus, the delegation of KSA calls
forth nations in the UNEP to follow such initiatives and synchronize with biodegradable or reusable plastics
to sustain the waste crisis.
On top of sustainability, the KSA will establish a multifaceted system that can monitor plastics in all stages
– from producing sustainably, consuming alternative methods, and recycling waste using innovative
strategies – leading the pathway to a circular economy. Ingenious ideologies include the waste-to-energy
process, where non-recyclable plastic litter would go through catalytic pyrolysis to be transformed into oils
that could fuel vehicles and supply energy to houses. This system would not only help plastic waste
management but also open new markets, provide job opportunities, and welcome NGO commodities,
ultimately contributing to the diversification of the economy. The KSA strongly suggests that such
multifarious modern techniques be implemented, especially in less-inclined nations, to achieve effective
waste management and simultaneously build the economic sector. Furthermore, the KSA believes that the
future of every nation belongs to youngsters, and therefore encourages UNEP to revive existing programs
such as Tunza and bring unthought-of solutions, from various countries to the front podium.

Delegation from: Côte d'Ivoire
Represented by: Saint Joseph Academy
Committee: United Nation Development Programme
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Water scarcity affects a large number of people everyday. Every 10 people on the planet,
or 785 million people, lack access to clean water. As a result of this, every day, more than 800
children under five die from diarrhea caused by contaminated water, poor sanitation, and unsafe
hygiene practices. The burden of obtaining what water is available falls onto the shoulders of
women and girls. They spend an estimated 200 million hours hauling water every day. The average
woman in rural Africa walks 6 kilometers every day to haul 40 pounds of water. To address this
crisis, the United Nations’ Sustainable Development Goals aims to provide universal access to
clean water and sanitation by 2030. The Cote d'Ivoire supports these goals due to its own struggles
with water scarcity as a result of the domestic conflict that ended in 2007. This damaged crucial
water supply infrastructure and currently over four million people in Cote d'Ivoire lack access to
safe drinking water. Many organizations are taking steps to address the crisis on low water quality
in Cote d'Ivoire with the support of the government.
The Côte d'Ivoire, since 2011, has been working with the French Development Agency to
build water pipelines to 12,000 homes in the poorer parts of Abidjan, the largest city in the country.
This project has also paid for smart water meters to track consumption and to train residents to use
water more efficiently. Another project has been undertaken through funds from the World Bank
aimed at improving its water supply and sanitation service for the poorest and creating an enabling
environment for private financing in a capital-intensive sector by building the capacity of the actors
and strengthening the performance of water utilities in urban areas. The focus is providing
improved water services for 1.2 million people in 12 secondary cities and access to sanitation and
hygiene facilities in schools for 90,000 students. This is a collaborative effort under the National
Environmental Action Plan to address a variety of environmental issues. With the help of the
National Environmental Agency, a one stop shop for environmental assessments and the home of
the National Authority and focal point for the Clean Development Mechanism, the Cote d'Ivoire
is working to solve this crisis.
With express concern for the water scarcity issues plaguing itself and many of its
neighbors, the Cote d'Ivoire seeks to form the WASP, Water Administration and Supply
Programme, to address this problem. Two branches will be formed, one targeting the improvement
and expanding of existing water supplies and financial management, especially in urban areas, and
the other targeting the immediate distribution of water straight to communities, schools, and
hospitals as well as surveying the threat of water-related diseases in those areas. These efforts will
be funded through donations of nations involved in WASP, existing funds in the World Bank, and
assistance of current organizations and charities devoted to solving this issue. All non affiliated
organizations and charities that currently have programs running to solve this issue are encouraged
and able to enlist their resources into WASP. The experts of these participating groups will form
a board of leaders that will help guide the nations in WASP to personalize the program for each

individual circumstance, at the discretion of each nation. Overall, the Cote d'Ivoire is devoted to
severely mitigating water-scarcity by addressing both the short-term and long-term aspects that
have a hand in the persistence of the issue
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Plastic waste is a rising issue in modern times. In 2016, the world generated 242 million
tons of plastic waste, which was 12 percent of all municipal solid waste. A study taken the year
prior, in 2015, estimated 55 percent of global plastic waste was discarded, 25 percent was
incinerated, and 20 percent recycled. This means that between 2015-16 alone, roughly 133.1
million tons of plastic waste was discarded, and 60.5 million tons plastic waste was incinerated.
This means that only 48.4 out of 242 million tons of plastic waste was recycled. Much of our
recycled plastic ended up in earth’s oceans, bringing detrimental effects to the environment. The
majority of this plastic is non-recyclable. This requires members of the UNEP to be creative in
regards to how to dispose of these plastics. As Cote d'Ivoire relies heavily on tourism as an
industry, ocean health is vital to maintain the economy. Therefore, Cote d'Ivoire strongly supports
the development of new plastic disposal methods in order to protect ocean ecosystems and support
this vital industry.
Cote d'Ivoire has passed legislation to reduce the amount of plastic waste, and has also
attempted to reuse otherwise worthless waste, including in the building of schools. Cote d’Ivoire
has prohibited the production, import, and distribution of plastic shopping bags for consumers,
beginning in 2013. Cote d'Ivoire is also party to international agreements including Marine
Dumping-London Convention, and Ship Pollution. In addition, Cote d’Ivoire supports the efforts
made by fellow UNEP delegations through the Clean Seas Campaign through preventing plastic
from entering the seas initially. Cote d'Ivoire looks forward to building on past and current
legislation to create more feasible and cohesive strategies for plastic waste management.
Expressing concern with the long term and short term effects of plastic waste dumping,
especially in oceans, for itself and many other countries worldwide, Cote d'Ivoire seeks to form
the Reuse Of Plastics and Proper Disposal committee (ROPPD). Cote d'Ivoire strongly supports
the use of new technologies and innovations to alleviate this problem, including the introduction
of incinerators to dispose of excess unrecyclable plastic. This will enable simple plastic disposal
without hurting the plastic industry. This enables positive outcomes for both sides of the industry.

Delegation from: Malaysia
Represented by: Saint Joseph Academy
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environment Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over
Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegation of Malaysia is committed
to improving accessibility to water as well as ensuring that plastic waste is disposed of in an
efficient manner.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Water scarcity has become an issue for many countries around the world. It is estimated that by
2025, around 1.8 billion people will be living in areas affected by water scarcity. Lack of clean
drinking water can also lead to effects like respiratory diseases and waterborne diseases. The
numerous other effects of water scarcity, such as crop failures and wars between countries, is
something that the delegation of Malaysia hopes to see diminish as solutions to water scarcity are
found, especially as a country that has begun to have issues with water scarcity themselves
recently.
The delegation of Malaysia does not currently have any dire nor direct issues with water scarcity.
Malaysia has abundant water resources, and this has been the basis of development up until
recently, when factors such as industrialization and increased population began to heavily
increase the demand of water, as well as the pollution. To combat this, Malaysia has the vision of
conserving and managing water to ensure safe and sustainable water for all, and hopes to do this
by taking actions such as handling legal aspects and extensive research and development.
The delegation of Malaysia would like to see talks of developing new technologies and
infrastructure, as well as the acknowledgement of economic issues that can occur leading up to,
during, or as a result of water scarcity. Malaysia would also like to see nations open to
collaborating on this urgent issue, and willing to make any contributions they could. However,
Malaysia would especially like for national sovereignty to be emphasized throughout.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

In less than 100 years, plastic production has grown exponentially, and has left an irreversible
impact on the environment. With the recent COVID-19 pandemic, the amount of these plastic
wastes has grown even more, and over 8 million metric tons of plastic are dumped into the ocean
alone. However, many nations' economies also rely on these plastic products, and many nations
also suffer from plastic waste mainly due to poor disposal of other countries, so the delegation of
Malaysia believes that it is crucial to find a solution that focuses on properly disposing of these
plastics as opposed to heavy reductions in production.
In 2018, Malaysia imported over 850,000 metric tons of plastic waste from waste-trafficking
after China stopped buying almost all plastic waste. Since then, however, Malaysia has
reinforced and improved the permissions and surveillance of importing goods, and sent some of

the illegally imported waste back to the countries it came from. However, Malaysia still struggles
with the large amounts of waste from 2018, and not all of these illegal acts are done quite yet
either, as illegal recycling is still an issue.
Malaysia would like to see solutions of this topic to focus on the waste management and disposal
systems being improved, in ways such as new technologies being used and implemented, and the
cooperation of nations to assist one another in disposing of this waste. Along with this, the
delegation of Malaysia would also like actions on illegally exporting waste to other countries be
discussed and taken. Finally, Malaysia would also like a reduction in plastic production be
discussed, but asks that the economic state of every nation is also taken into consideration when
considering these ideas.

Delegation from: the Republic of Peru
Represented by: Lakewood High School
Position Paper for the UNEP Council
The issues before the UNEP Council are: Preventing conflicts over water scarcity;
managing plastic waste disposal. Peru is devoted to preventing the conflicts over water
scarcity as it continues to rise and combating the threat plastic waste poses on society.

I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
The Republic of Peru highly supports the idea of preventing conflicts over global water
scarcity. There is no life without water, therefore there is no business without it.
Agriculture and food production as a global industry is the largest usage of water that
accounts for 72%. There are sectors of the pisco river valley where Peru lost thousands
of hectares of cultivable land because of a lack of water. The Republic of Peru is
combating this growing crisis by installing better and more efficient irrigation, sewage &
sanitation systems and installing running water for every household in Peru.
The Peru coast is home to more than 55% of the country's population yet has access to
less than two percent of its freshwater supply. By training and working to set up groups
that can train community water committees; to test water quality, maintain water
systems, calculate tariffs, and read micrometers to help ensure the sustainability of the
water systems. In addition to installing a system of education on the construction of
bathrooms with proper running facilities and educating others on hygiene and efficiency
even for just a basic understanding; would greatly improve efficiency at the citizen level.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
The Republic of Peru is highly supportive of managing and working towards an end to
plastic waste disposal. The Republic of Peru sees this as a global threat to the marine
life of oceans and the river which run into them. Industrial fisheries also contribute to
marine plastic debris Peru is aware that it is a major contributor to marine litter as we
are a fishing country. A significant portion of marine plastic pollution is generated inland
and transported to the coastal areas through rivers; such as the Amazon. that comes
from the Amazon River which not only runs through Peru but also Colombia and Brazil.
Peru is beginning to hold itself accountable for its contribution by passing a ban on
single-use plastics.
Marine plastic debris is a growing concern in Peru for both environmental and economic
reasons. Peru’s coastal waters are among the most biologically productive in the world,
which is why solving this crisis is of utmost importance. By educating the citizen
population, it will teach people what to do about the crisis and the right thing to do. This,
in turn, teaches them how to hold themselves accountable as they continue to use
plastics; since it's nearly impossible to not use plastics. Peru has started multiple
campaigns to help this cause, “Menos plástico más vida” and “Promesas en Plástico”.

Delegation from : The Republic of Singapore
Represented by : Lakewood High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme
The concerns in front of the United Nations Environment Programme are: Preventing Conflicts over
Water Scarcity; and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The Republic of Singapore believes that the
interest of Mother Earth’s welfare and fundamentals of human existence reside with the Environment
Programme. We are determined to find sustainable solutions to the problems presented in front of us
today.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
The Republic of Singapore is not a stranger to water scarcity. Lack of water storage issues due to the
decreasing amount of land space in the country and lack of national resources nationally are both major
issues that cause water scarcity. These problems are devastating reasons for Singapore’s classification of
one of the most water-stressed countries internationally. Due to lack of drinkable water, shortages and
rationing of water has been implemented, and has been used since the early 60’s. Dry spells, which are
quite frequent in Singapore are also to blame - this being a serious problem due to the fact that Singapore
relies heavily on rainstorms due to the lack of national resources. These droughts cause national water
shortages which have been happening for over 30 years. Although the country’s history can be partially to
blame for lack of water, it does not take into account major issues like environmental factors that are
harder to control.
The Republic of Singapore recognizes these current threats to water supply, and is working very hard to
change it and make water more accessible to people nationwide. Currently, the Public Utilities Board
(PUB) is working to educate the public on water shortage. These programs emphasize water conservation,
like bathing habits, car cleaning, and cooking suggestions. The PUB has gone as far as creating legal
reprimands as well, such as fines for water overuse. The PUB’s work has been instrumental in reducing
water rationing, and this program is the first one in Singaporean history to be implemented. Singapore has
also been working on improving water working conditions and management, along with the rest of
Southeastern Asia. This is significant, because currently, Singapore has been purchasing water from
Malaysia as a way to receive extra water and prevent shortages. However, tensions between the countries
and increasing prices have become an issue and because of the estimation that water demand is going to
double with population growth, the water will not become cheaper and it has become a concern for the
welfare of the nation. ASEAN has been instrumental in the relief efforts for drought impact - and these
efforts include programs such as early warning, financing for risks, assessments, and other programs.
Other government programs in Singapore however have taken more national approaches, and these
include reduction of water pollution, the previously mentioned increase in better water management
programs, and helping fund AADMER and ASEAN programs to fix water scarcity and prepare for natural
disasters that affect/reduce the amount of water available in the country.
The Republic of Singapore is working endlessly to fix these issues that affect the wellbeing of the
country, as well as the citizens living there. Even though problems such as climate change will still
continue to cause natural disasters such as droughts, the Singaporeans have been working with the
government through relief programs and water preservation efforts in order to not only eliminate worry of
a major water crisis like ones in past years, but also to help preserve more much needed water that can be
used in case an emergency does occur. The help of ASEAN and PUB is incredibly impactful in a national
boundary, but the Republic of Singapore recognizes that this is more than just a one country problem; it is
international, and all countries need to work together to ensure that all citizens are given the opportunity
to have clean water, and enough at that.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
The Republic of Singapore acknowledges that the ever evolving problem with plastic waste management
has reached a climactic point today and right now is the time to begin working towards an alternative to
plastic products. We firmly believe that reduction and elimination of plastic from our daily lives is
significant for humans to thrive as a species in the future. Singapore has struggled with recycling of plastic
waste in the past few decades due to lack of resources. The Government of Singapore has expressed more
interest in curbing creation of plastic products in the first place in contrast to recycling generated waste as
it takes a lot of effort and infrastructure to do so. The abundance of capital, technology and skilled
manpower allows Singapore to contribute to joined efforts alongside fellow nations to resolve this important
issue.
In 2019, Singapore generated 930,000 metric tons of plastic waste, 40% of which was incinerated and used
to produce electricity while filtering the toxic emissions while only 4% was recycled. Considering the land
area and infrastructure requirements of Singapore, it is easier for us as a nation to resolve to become zero
plastic rather than to continue producing plastic and create recycling facilities. In 2019, the Singaporean
Government launched the Zero Waste Master Plan with a goal of becoming a completely zero waste nation
by 2035 and to increase recycling rate for already produced plastics to 70% by 2030. The campaign includes
plans of the government to reach out to industry stakeholders, NGO’s, households and the general public
to create awareness about alternatives to plastic products and eventually banning plastic in the future.
Semakau Landfill is the only official landfill in Singapore and at current disposal rates it is expected to be
completely filled up by 2035. This is a huge problem for the Singaporean government and currently in order
to stop that from happening mass incineration is being implemented. The recycling sector works by
collecting plastic trash, melting the plastic through a special process after removing impurities, creating
plastic pellets and then distributing them to industries so that new plastic products can be produced using
the recycled pellets. The major barrier to this problem is the public not being aware of which plastics to
recycle and which to dispose of. In many cases, people tend to throw away good recyclable plastic and
sorting through waste to find such plastic is expensive. This is why Singapore also emphasizes the
importance of creating awareness among the public and educating them about which plastics are to be
recycled. Singapore has started to take small steps by banning certain major stores from circulating single
use plastic bags, having a convention with 250 companies about finding alternatives to plastic products,
focusing on citizen awareness programs and investing in more efficient waste disposal systems. Besides
such domestic initiatives, Singapore is working closely with the Association of SouthEast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) in finding solutions to the plastic waste problem. In the national website for the Zero Waste
Master Plan campaign, Singapore addresses the willingness to work with other countries by saying “ As a
responsible member of the international community, Singapore will continue to uphold the rules-based
approach to addressing environmental challenges and fulfill our international commitments''. An example
in this scenario would be Sino-Singapore Tianjin Eco-city (SSTEC), a government to government project
between Singapore and China in 2019. With significant contributions from both nations, SSTEC was
designed to be a zero waste city and is being considered a model for further development of such
communities in South-East Asia. Another good example is the Singapore-Japan E-waste Management
Forum organized by the NEA and the Ministry of the Environment of Japan, which was essentially a
platform for 150 industry officials to meet and discuss electronic waste management stategies.
The delegation of Singapore looks forward to this committee and hopes to participate in some active,
solution-based discussions. We expect to walk out of the committee with strengthened bonds with other
nations and a plan to tackle the plastic waste issue that threatens the future of Mother Earth. Singapore
believes that no hurdle is impossible to overcome if we all work together.

Delegation From: Libya
Represented

By:

Rocky

River

High

School

Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme
The issues presented to the United Nations Environment Programme include: preventing conflicts
over water scarcity and managing plastic waste disposal. The delegation of Libya is open to
working with other nations in order to produce a solution for issues considering water scarcity
conflicts and the disposal of plastic waste.

I. Preventing Conflicts over Water Scarcity
The nation of Libya is currently struggling with a severe shortage in water, due to its low amount
of rainfall and extremely high usage of the finite source. As a war-torn country, the vital supply of
water has become a source of conflict in the already extremely conflicted country. Conflicts have
broken out in Libya over the scarcity of water as it is necessary for the country’s population,
agriculture, and industries. This is a growing concern for Libya as the delegation needs water for
the country to thrive financially, agriculturally, and peacefully.

In 2021, 4 million people in Libya are facing water shortages; which have led to devastating
conflicts. The nation has attempted to implement desalination plants-a process in which seawater
is turned into freshwater- but the funding and equipment for these plants were insufficient, and
operations ceased. The nation of Libya fabricated man-made river systems to create more access
to clean water, but conflicts arose. Attacks on Af-Jafara-Al-Hasawna and Al-Sirir-Tazarbo (manmade rivers) caused 190 manmade wells to be demolished, decreasing civilian access to clean
water. The General Company for Water and Wastewater struggled in the goals of conserving water
due to conflict; approximately 50% of water resources were lost during the struggle. In 2019, the
United States provided Libya with $31.3 million in humanitarian aid to support the nation in the
struggle towards obtaining clean and reliable water sources. Currently, the IHE Delft Institute for
Water Education has been supporting and educating countries such as Libya with their water
scarcity issues.

The nation of Libya deems it necessary to find a long-term and sustainable solution. Libya believes
that a possible solution for countries struggling with conflicts over water scarcity is to increase
accessibility and availability of water, so a conflict will not arise over it. This solution can only be
achieved through an assortment of tasks that will keep water a reliable source. Firstly, nations must
reduce a country’s usage of water; this can be done by reducing wasteful water consumption.
Secondly, by increasing the availability of clean water sources Libya gives citizens a safe resource
to consume water. Thirdly, increasing or implementing the usage of greywater- previously utilized
water without toxins and/or excrement. This would increase the resource of clean water and utilize

water that would otherwise be wasted. A way to prevent conflict over water if the nation is unable
to combat the water scarcity issue, is to establish laws that include preventative measures towards
these conflicts. The nation of Libya believes that as United Nations we can put forth a solution for
preventing conflicts over water scarcity, as well as take into consideration all circumstances other
nations are experiencing, to produce a peaceful, hydrated environment for all.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Plastic waste has been an issue for quite some time; this issue is only worsening exponentially.
Plastic usage has only gone up since the 1950s and it has become a common part of life in most
countries. Unlike cardboard or paper which can take about three months before they break down,
plastic can take upwards of 500 years to decompose. Additionally, the plastic that ends up in
landfills, and other areas of the world, breaks down into particles known as microplastics; which
pollute the water, air, and food. In the recent coronavirus pandemic, single-use plastic items have
only gone up. Plastic waste is a huge issue for the environment and the nation of Libya believes
that this major problem needs to be handled as quickly as possible.
Historically plastic has not been a cause for concern in Libya however in recent years that
statement has changed. Libya used to be a tidy country due to its isolation from the modern world.
An increase in wealth caused Libya to start industrializing. This increase in industrialization was
something that the country of Libya was not prepared for and quickly plastic waste began to pile
up. Waste of all kinds is being discarded everywhere, including historical and religious sites.
Another contributor to higher amounts of waste in Libya is the higher amounts of tourists. This
increase in plastic is proving dangerous to Libyan civilians since it is finding its way into water
supplies. Adding onto this danger is fish are starting to eat the plastic. This means many Libyans
are both eating and drinking microplastics. Currently to help with the mass amounts of plastic in
the street, the country of Libya has paid companies to get sweepers to collect trash left on the
street. With the increase in population this has posed an issue Libya has needed to up its technology
and make mechanical sweepers to collect trash. These mechanical sweepers have proved to have
their own problems since they often miss trash since there is such an abundance of it. The nation
of Libya has other efforts to help relieve the country of all the rubbish. The government has a
campaign for cleaning the streets and this campaign has many active members who walk on the
sides of streets gathering trash and putting it in bags to be collected. A flaw is that the government
cannot rely on volunteers forever and there has to be another solution. The campaign doing the
best has no government association, it is called “Cleaning up Tripoli.” Hundreds volunteer for this
movement since they do not want to see their country’s environment hurting. Campaigns like these
have helped Libya tidy up a large amount, however what would help most is educating tourists on
their contribution to the mass amounts of trash.

The country of Libya sees no end to this plastic waste problem if not acted upon fast. As a country,
it believes that policies about things such as recycling and reducing plastic use need to be strict for

the own well-being of its residents. The delegation from Libya believes that the UNEP should
start a campaign to clear up plastic waste. In this campaign, wealthy countries could also make
contributions that would help Libya and other countries that do not have the ability to dedicate
enough money to the cleaning up of plastic.

Delegation from: the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia
Represented by: Twinsburg High School
Committee: Environmental Programme (UNEP)
Position Paper for the Environmental Programme
The issues before the Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity; and Managing
Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegation of the Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia is devoted to solving
these issues and has made previous efforts to protect its environment. Ethiopia wishes to work with other nations
to create more satisfactory solutions to enhance environmental protections.

I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Water scarcity is a serious and detrimental issue affecting several parts of the world . It is caused by a lack of
fresh water sources required to meet demand. Ethiopia–an underdeveloped nation in sub saharan Africa—is
severely affected by said issue due to its uncontrolled population growth, unclean water reserve supply, and poor
waste management practices. Approximately 42% of Ethiopians have access to clean water and of those 42%
only about 11% of Ethiopeans have access to basic sanitation services. This proves to be deleterious to the
Ethiopian population. Without access to basic sanitation, individuals are at much higher risk for the spread of
infectious diseases such as cholera, diarrhoeal infections, typhoid, etc. In addition, Ethiopia’s arid climate is not
a benefit to eradicating the issue of water scarcity. Due to the dry and hot nature of the climate, Ethiopia is much
more susceptible to droughts which can cause a significant decline in the already scarce resources of water
supply. The Delegation of Ethiopia recognizes water scarcity as a detrimental problem and insists action must
be taken immediately.
The country of Ethiopia itself does not lack water resources, and, in fact, there is actually an abundance of
resources. Much of our water withdrawals go into agriculture, since Ethiopians rely on subsistence agriculture.
Statistically speaking, this is about 93% of Ethiopia’s water withdrawals—about 33% higher than the average
number of water which goes into agriculture worldwide(but only 4% of Ethiopia’s water supply). However, the
issue does not lie with the number of water resources we have to offer, the issue is whether or not each individual
Ethiopian will be able to get access to water itself. Moreover, Ethiopia’s state as a stage 2 nation–according to
the Demographic Transition Model– signifies that it is slowly transitioning from an agricultural to an urbanized
society. Consequently, we have experienced an exponential boom in population growth and, as a result, many
struggle daily to gain access to clean water which is—in many countries—a basic human right. Due to the
emergency of this situation, our Government has been taking several measures to expand water supply. For
example, The World Bank and the Addis Ababa Water and Sewerage Authority have created an alliance in order
to increase and improve the quality of water. These groups attempt to improve the water supply by replacing a
score of water pumps as well as borehole rehabilitation where they restore wells and boreholes which are not in
use anymore. In addition, the governmental programs instituted—involving water supply, sanitation, and
hygiene–are commonly referred to under an umbrella term known as WASH. The government attempts to
institute particular WASH programs to tackle specific issues at hand. For instance, under the One WASH
National Program, the government attempts to restore clean water supply to about 98% of rural areas and 100%
of urban areas.
Though these governmental efforts provide effective humanitarian relief, there is still room for improvement.
The entire issue at hand is the rapid increase in population growth and it is the catalyst for most issues concerning
water pollution. As a result, the Delegation of Ethiopia has proposed the following solutions to this problem:
first, there can be programs instituted in order to increase education, especially health education, in an attempt
to inform individuals of the negative effects of young pregnancies. Only about 26% of girls and 30% of boys
make it past primary school, meaning that there must be programs encouraging education past primary school

in order for individuals to be more educated leading to a hopeful decrease. In addition, introducing contraceptives
to prevent unwanted pregnancies may also result in desirable effects and indirectly improve the cleanliness of
the water supply. However, environmentally speaking, Ethiopia needs the help of the UNEP. The UNEP can aid
in lessening water scarcity by lowering the ratio of water withdrawals to available supply by . Approximately
74% of water is used on livestock, farming, etc leaving only 26% of available supply. Hence, it would be
beneficial to cut down on water withdrawals and make more available for individual use. But in a broader
context, solutions with the aid of the UNEP include the need to create sanitation programs, strategies to adapt to
future stress(water resilience), and plan to shift Ethiopia’s current socio-economic status into a more urbanized
nation. Furthermore, it is important that Ethiopia takes action with issues concerning population growth by
creating more water resources for available use.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia believes that managing plastic waste disposal is crucial to
preserving the environment and maintaining the health of the people of Ethiopia. Poor plastic waste management
can cause the air, soil, and water to become contaminated, which in turn proves to have a pernicious effect on
the environment as well as the ecosystems millions of animals live in. The plastic has a direct and detrimental
effect, threatening wildlife and spreading toxins. The vast majority of plastic waste disposal ends up in landfills
and then lands in the ocean, the most popular destination for this waste, where it kills thousands of marine
animals when they ingest this plastic. When these marine animals such as fish, which are a part of the human
food chain, become intoxicated, the health of humans is also threatened. This issue is critical in Ethiopia, where
everyday more than 1 million tons of plastic waste is disposed of, and Ethiopia deems this issue with the utmost
importance.
Ethiopia has taken previous measures to manage plastic waste disposal properly and has become a regional
leader in waste management. In the past year, Ethiopia has become the first country in the continent of Africa to
transform a dump site into a new waste-to-energy plant. This plant, in the country’s capital, incinerates roughly
80 % of the city’s rubbish and supplies the capital with 25 % of its household electricity needs. In addition,
Ethiopia is taking steps to eliminate the production and distribution of single-use plastics such as plastic bags.
This will impede the amount of plastic waste in the country. To add on, Ethiopia is part of programs that prevent
illegal dumping of waste such as the Chemical and Waste Management Programme, “which supports the country
with a three-year project to enhance the institutional capacity for sound management of hazardous wastes and
persistent organic pollutants.”
While much has been done to manage the plastic waste disposal, there is much more that needs to be done in
order to truly ensure the protection of Ethiopia’s environment. Ethiopia is the second largest importer of plastic
raw materials in central and eastern Africa and its “per capita plastic consumption in 2018 of 2.8 kg, a 267 %
rise from… 2007.” Solutions to this problem can vary whether they are policies that increase awareness among
the people of Ethiopia about the detrimental effects of plastic or improve the design of the disposal process itself.
Ethiopia needs more resources to improve the disposal process efficiently. If the countries of the UN can provide
these resources, that would greatly aid in the improvement of waste disposal. Some ways to improve the design
of the disposal process using the resources the UN can provide us, we can to transform them by investing in
sustainable disposal infrastructure and improving its waste collection systems, which will ameliorate the system
from its core.
In addition, we believe that by increasing awareness among people, we can prevent or slow down the usage of
plastic. Manufacturers can use recycled plastic to make products such as furniture, new plastic bottles, containers
for beauty products, playground equipment, carpet, etc. By promoting the usage of plastic waste in creating
products, Ethiopia will create value of that plastic and that can incentivize people to collect plastic. To add on,
many people do not know about the criminal implications of environmental violations and such policies. There
needs to be awareness regarding these policies and more policies that prevent waste dumping need to be put in
place. By establishing such policies in nations, the United Nations will be able to preserve and improve the
environment.

Delegation from: France
Represented by: Rocky River High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)
The issues were brought before the United Nations Environmental Programme: Preventing Conflicts Over
Water Scarcity and managing plastic waste disposal. France is committed to garner a greater
understanding for the future of climate change and hopes to work with other nations who are similarly
dedicated and willing to discuss possible prevention strategies.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The discussion of water scarcity is relatively new to the United Nations Environment Programme,
only recently accumulating attention as of the early 2000s. Violent conflicts have arisen through
the global distribution of high value resources such as gas, minerals, and oil. Additionally,
competition over declining resources has increased. The most notable of these resources include
land and water. This decline can be attributed to the exponential growth of climate change and the
global population. The irresponsible use of these natural resources may give rise to new conflicts.
In regards to nations' contributions to this pivotal topic, France has stood out through their
initiation and participation in the Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace. The Panel
launched in 2015 with the task of formulating a number of proposals targeting the increased
strength of the global initiative to prevent and resolve water-related conflicts, and implement the
strategy of utilizing water as a contributor for global peace making.
According to the United Nations Department of Economic and Social Affairs (UNDESA), 1.2
billion people face the effects of water scarcity. This number will only increase as climate change
continues to take the back seat for many nations' priorities. Having said that, the United Nations
must bestow recognition upon France for initiating programs and conventions like the
aforementioned, Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace. The successes of these
commitments must not go unappreciated. France looks to further their progress by analyzing past
actions that may have missed the mark as well as sharing current strategies that have deemed
pleasurable with the rest of the United Nations. Looking favorably on the positive and successful
attempts, the Helsinki convention on the protection and usage of transboundary water sources
provides a framework for the management of water and pollution to encourage cooperation in an
attempt to prevent conflict. The victories of this configuration has led to the invitation of all
United Nations Member States as opposed to only a limited number in 2003.
France wishes to clarify the importance of clearly understanding and analyzing the topic in its
entirety. We (the United Nations) are investigating possible preventative measures and not
immediate and permanent solutions. Due to this, nations must collaborate diligently to sustain the
peace and find solutions before the intensity of the issue escalates. The delegation of France
wishes to propose a summit in which cooperation and collaboration on ideas circulating rainwater
harvesting and recycled wastewater are shared. Rainwater harvesting is done through the
collection of rainwater rather than allowing it to run off. This can be stored and purified in
reservoirs scattered throughout the countries in the United Nations as a possible preventative
measure. Two types of rainwater harvesting include surface run-off harvesting and rooftop
rainwater harvesting. These two methods could be utilized in different regions of the word.
Specifically, regions that accumulate more run-off from geological components can practice runoff harvesting while other regions that collect more rainfall can implement rooftop harvesting.
Later, both of these methods can be used to distribute clean drinking water to areas lacking said
geological components along with steady rainfall.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
According to the United Nations (UN) Environment Programme (UNEP), 300 million tonnes of
plastic waste is produced every year. More than 8.3 billion tonnes of plastic has been produced
since the early 1950s. About 60% of that plastic has ended up in either a landfill or the natural
environment. The current systems in place for managing plastic waste disposal are inefficient.
Managing plastic waste disposal is a complex issue that requires many different international
interventions, changes to the current recycling system, and new innovation to improve both the
lives of humans and the health of the environment. The Republic of France is dedicated to aiding
member states to improve infrastructure and technology for better plastic waste disposal and
management.
Early developers of plastic created the material because they wanted a cheap and effective
alternative to various natural resources. However, disposing of this plastic has been a topic of
discussion internationally and cause for concern for decades. As populations grow, so does the
amount of plastic that people consume and dispose of. These high population rates combine with
less-than-ideal waste management systems to create a severe plastic problem. Developed
countries have historically relied on nations like Malaysia, Vietnam, India, and China to import
their plastic waste. However, plastic waste causes pollution and risks for ecosystem damage to
those countries' environments. Therefore, countries, like China, have put bans on plastic waste
imports to mitigate the risks of environmental damage and improve the quality of life for their
people. Thus, the world has since struggled to adjust to the lack of available importing countries
to export recyclable waste to. It has forced many countries to rethink their own plastic waste
disposal practices and recycling facilities both on all scales of government.
To combat the lack of international action towards creating a more efficient and sustainable
practice for recycling plastic waste, France proposes changes for all levels of government to
create green change. France recommends education and awareness strategies to inform the public
about anti-littering and anti-dumping. These ideas can be emphasized by being integrated into
education syllabi, promoted through the use of social media influencers, and enforced by public
authorities to ensure change is enacted. This also entails the promotion of source separating
recyclable materials to ensure the practice of recycling takes place as efficiently as possible
across many countries. Local and international NGOs can also continue to raise awareness and
advocate for zero waste practices. However, more effort is needed to engage consumers to
understand the importance of limiting their plastic usage. The Republic of France also urges
leaders at the international level to create a system to assess the types of plastics being produced
by each country. Therefore, fair compensation can be guaranteed for all recycling workers and
sorters, as well as implementing a tax on lower-quality, single-use plastics. This tax could limit
these plastics and fund innovative technology to improve waste management. France also urges
countries where the informal sector of waste management is dominant, to focus on enhancing
worker conditions and increasing access to waste to allow for better prices for their work.
Networks of recycling and composting plants can be implemented, like ones in Bangladesh, to
provide training to waste pickers in organic waste recycling, which can create more jobs and
increase incomes. This practice incentivizes these people's work and legitimizes their profession.
The Republic of France recognizes the importance of efficiently and effectively managing plastic
waste. Therefore, through the implementation of the preceding solutions, France believes that the
world can become more sustainable in regards to its environmental practices.

Delegation from: the Commonwealth of Australia
Represented by: Twinsburg High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflict Over
Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. Australia is committed to avoiding conflict
over water scarcity and ensuring that plastic is being disposed of properly. Australia looks forward
to cooperating with other delegations to achieve this goal.
Ⅰ. Preventing Conflict Over Water Scarcity
Water is the key to human survival on Earth, but unfortunately the majority of it is unusable. 97%
of the water on Earth is salt water, and of the 3% that is fresh water, 2.5% of it is frozen in the
polar ice caps or contaminated by pollution. This leaves 8 billion people too be forced to survive
off of 0.5% of the water on Earth. Understandably, this has led to violent disputes and wars over
fresh water as 3.6 billion people live in areas where they experience water scarcity at least once
during the year. With these startling statistics in mind, the United Nations Environmental
Programme has identified water crises as among the top global risks for the coming decade and is
striving to prevent conflicts over water scarcity.
Excluding Antarctica which has no permanent human residence, Australia is the driest continent
in the world. 18% of the continent is considered a desert and 80% of Australia gets less than 24
inches of rain a year. While the majority of the Australian population lives on the coasts, rural
communities have significant water scarcity issues because the underground water reservoirs are
dwindling and the water supply is being tainted from deforestation and erosion. Attempts at
building projects to transport water from the coast to the rural areas have occurred, but because
they are inefficient and extremely expensive Australia is looking for other ways to decrease their
impending water scarcity crisis. Australia instituted the Indirect Potable Reuse Policy as a
preventive measure….. This policy moves 10% of treated wastewater into natural reserves to store
and clean the water until it is needed in the future. Also, Australia has invested $15 billion in
desalination plants. At desalination plants, salts and other harmful minerals are taken out of salt
water to make it drinkable for humans. There are currently over 30 desalination plants operating
in Australia and this has been Australia’s main policy to deal with water scarcity.
Australia is continuing to improve their citizens' access to water. After the Millennium Drought
from the 1990s-2010, the Parliament of Australia created the Murray-Darling Basin Plan with the
promise of returning water to Australia’s environment. The Murray-Darling Basin is the largest
river system in Australia and is vital to the agricultural economy of Australia. It provided water
for $24 billion in crop cultivation and was an important fresh water drinking source for 3.6 million
people. The Murray-Darling Basin Plan regulated the flow of the rivers and put a limit on how
much water can be taken out of the river. This plan was implemented in 2012, and in 2020 a
comprehensive 8 year review was done. It was found that this plan is improving the water in the
Murray-Darling Basin and Parliament determined that this program must continue to further the
growth in this area. Overall, Australia is taking steps to preserve their water supply and find
preventative measures to curb the ever growing issue of water scarcity. With its implementation

of Indirect Potable Reuse, desalination plants, and the Murray-Darling Basin Plan, Australia has
found effective ways to decrease this problem and hopes that these policies can translate worldwide
to prevent further global conflicts over water scarcity.
Ⅱ. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Plastic has become essential to the majority of society and the world today. The convenience,
efficiency, effectiveness and multiple usage of plastic makes it very high in demand. The cheap
material works very well for many applications, but is easily thrown out after one use. In fact,
plastic has quickly become one of the world's biggest environmental problems. In 2017 and 2018,
Australia accumulated over 3.4 million tonnes of plastic waste. This can have very detrimental
effects on the environment as the plastic that is thrown out is not able to decompose- which can
lead to the harming of wildlife, blockage of sewage systems, and air pollution. The United Nations
Environmental Programme (UNEP) states that plastic waste can remain in our society for
centuries.
Australia’s citizens use about 100 kg of plastic per person each year. However, it is not the use of
plastic that’s the issue, the problem is the amount of plastic that is wasted. Only about 12% of this
plastic is recycled every year and about 84% of this plastic goes straight to landfills. This plastic
waste also ends up in oceans- specifically up to 130,000 tonnes of plastic from Australia end up in
the ocean every year. Australia is not ignoring this problem, but is rather taking measures to
decrease the prevalence of plastic waste. The United Nations Environmental Programme states
that Australia has recently joined the Clean Seas and pledges to recycle or compost 70 percent of
all plastic packaging by 2025. Clean Seas is a campaign that encourages society to minimize plastic
usage and waste through contacting government officials to apply plastic reduction policies, urging
large corporations to minimize plastic packaging and find healthier, more sustainable alternatives,
and by connecting with the general public to spread awareness.
Australia is continuing to try and minimize plastic waste in every aspect of the country. Australia
passed the Recycling and Waste Reduction Act in 2020 which strives to establish a legislative
framework to regulate the amount of waste and plastic recycling in the country in order to better
protect human and environmental health. This combined with the Clean Seas campaign will greatly
reduce the amount of plastic waste through reduced plastic packaging, the elimination of singleuse plastic, and policies in place to bring consequences with illegal plastic use. Australia’s main
goals are to have 100% of their packaging be reusable, compostable, or recyclable by 2025, to
minimize the use of single-use plastic by finding efficient and innovative alternatives, and to have
70% of plastic recycled or composted by 2025. Supporting these policies will greatly decrease air
pollution, the repercussions plastic waste has brought upon wildlife, and blockage of sewage
systems which can ultimately lead to flooding, not just in Australia, but throughout the United
States as well.

Delegation from: Republic of Bangladesh
Represented by: Mayfield High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over
Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The Republic of Bangladesh is committed
to preventing global conflicts and protecting the Earth’s resources, with hopes to collaborate with
state and non-state actors to advance current acts.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Looking at a map it is apparent that Bangladesh is surrounded by the Indian Ocean and is filled
with an abundance of rivers. This leads many to question why Bangladesh is struggling with access
to clean and safe water. There are many factors that contribute to this, one of which is pollution
and another is climate change. Both of these have domino effects. Due to the rise in pollution,
climate change also gets worse.
There are many reasons that play into the rising pollution cases such as agricultural runoffs. More
than 70 percent of their land is used to grow crops, but it is easy for fertilizers or other harmful
chemicals to travel into watering systems. The World Health Organization (WHO) estimates that
around 97 percent of the people in Bangladesh have access to water. However, only 40 percent
have properly sanitized water, with 60 percent of their population drinking unsafe drinking water.
Not only is the water severely polluted but it has been proven that nearly 90 percent of the water
has been contaminated with arsenic, according to WHO estimates. Arsenic can lead to dangerous
health conditions and is a cause of cancer, along with damaging lungs and other internal body
systems.
Furthermore, climate change is another major factor that contributes to water scarcity and the
inability to access clean water. In Bangladesh, where water is abundant yet contaminated, climate
change threatens the distribution of water. The effects of climate change are detrimental, as it leads
to an increase in flooding and cyclones, which in turn kill thousands and ruin Bangladesh's
infrastructure. But climate change is especially destructive since it further brings saltwater and
other pollutants into freshwater. Overall, this leads to a cycle in which the rise in pollution further
expands climate change, and this contributes to the polluted water. In spite of this, our delegation
proposes a solution: an international initiative to place water sanitation plants near all rivers. This
will open up many jobs for those who struggled from past cyclones and floods and will help the
economy and improve the environment. In addition, by implementing all natural, chemical-free
agricultural fertilizers, harm from any runoff issues due to erosion or natural disasters would be
minimized. Bangladesh welcomes other delegations to work together in order to solve conflicts
surrounding water scarcity, we are hoping to improve the environment and help those in need who
have been affected.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The Republic of Bangladesh believes that the management of plastic waste disposal is crucial in
order to maintain quality environments and sustainable lifestyles. The Republic of Bangladesh
recognizes the importance of managing plastic waste as the United Nations Environmental
Programme (UNEP) states that the amount of plastic waste generated in the last decade has risen
more than the prior 40 years. Today, 300 million tons of plastic waste are produced each year.
The delegation of Bangladesh is committed to managing the issue of plastic waste pollution in
order to maintain healthy ecosystems. Bangladesh’s previous contribution to the world’s plastic
waste disposal shines a poor light as the World Bank labels Bangladesh a top plastic-polluted
country. However, Bangladesh has previously attempted to address this issue by eliminating the
use of plastic shopping bags. Additionally, the Republic of Bangladesh recently created an action
plan in December 2021 titled “Towards a Multisectoral Action Plan for Sustainable Plastic
Management in Bangladesh.”This action plan provides a blueprint for managing plastic waste
disposal from a short, mid, and long-term perspective. The Multisectoral Action Plan for
Sustainable Plastic Management focuses on reducing, reusing, and recycling, the 3 Rs. Through
the short-term aspect of the plan, the Republic of Bangladesh hopes to implement policies
regarding plastic waste, including the Solid Waste Management Rules. Through the mid-term
aspect of the plan, there are hopes to introduce separate bins for toxic waste, organic, inorganic,
hazardous, and biodegradable plastic waste. As these forms of management continue to flourish,
Bangladesh hopes to recycle 50 percent of plastics by 2025, incorporate the education of recycling
into schools and workplaces, and overall alter the 3 R’s from general rules to an everyday lifestyle.
In the past, Bangladesh has accepted the Basel Convention and their fight against hazardous waste.
However, it is yet to sign as a signatory on the Basel Convention Ban Amendment, which works
to particularly manage toxic and hazardous waste and its transboundary movements. The Republic
of Bangladesh recognizes the International Pollutants Elimination Network(IPEN) and other
Bangladeshi experts in their attempt to motivate this signatory. However, Bangladesh will not sign
this Amendment due to the benefits that are connected to the transboundary movements of plastic
waste from first-world countries. First-world countries, such as the United States of America and
the United Kingdom, contribute a valuable amount to the economy in Bangladesh. These firstworld countries transport over 70 thousand tons to Bangladesh each day, thus majorly contributing
to Bangladesh’s plastic waste overflow. Bangladesh is listed as one of the most densely populated
countries, with approximately 1.2 thousand people per square kilometer. Taking this into
consideration, Bangladesh greatly values the income from these first-world countries as there are
not enough jobs for every citizen to make a living. In order to solve the disposal of plastic waste,
first-world countries must first control their use of plastic. The use of plastic waste can be managed
through the ban of plastics that are unnecessary to everyday lifestyles. If these countries were to
take action by creation of laws or amendments, as Bangladesh has, first-world countries and
developing countries would limit the amount of plastic waste in the environment. The delegation
of Bangladesh calls upon the international community in hopes to consider the impact of
transboundary movements on developing countries when developing a resolution, and hold firstworld countries accountable when using unnecessary plastics in everyday life.

Delegation from: Federal Republic of Germany
Represented by: Vivian Ahern and Katarina Payamgis - Saint Joseph Academy
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The topic before the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) is Preventing
Conflicts Over Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegation from the
Federal Republic of Germany feels the obligation to acknowledge water scarcity and the
determination to assist countries in need to prevent conflict over water scarcity, while also
working towards the goal of reaching a lower total amount of global plastic waste.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Since the rise of industrialization, there has been an increasing demand for water in every
country, and many countries in the UN find themselves unable to keep up with the demands. Due
to contamination, pollution, bacteria, and other dangerous factors, only 3.5% of all water on
Earth is drinkable for humans. Because water is crucial to industries around the World and the
quality of life for all humans, this problem will not go away without the assistance of the United
Nations. Researchers at MIT believe that about 52% of the world’s population will live in waterstressed countries by the year 2050. The delegation from the Federal Republic of Germany
acknowledges water scarcity and is willing to lend assistance to countries in need to prevent all
unnecessary conflict.
Although Germany is not a country lacking freshwater (2.2% of all surface area), the
country has faced significant climate-related drought and water scarcity. For the last few years,
Germany has been greatly impacted by the effects that climate change had on its agriculture and
drinking resources in both the summer and winter. Because of the difficulties caused due to the
shortage of clean water, the government of the Federal Republic of Germany launched a forum
called the National Water Dialogue in 2018. This strategy, officially implemented in 2021
combined research experts, the government, local authorities, and representatives of the water
industry to create a list of 57 measures to be implemented by the year 2030. The delegation from
the Federal Republic of Germany firmly believes that, if implemented in all countries correctly,
an institution of task forces could improve the levels of water scarcity in both developing and
stable countries.
The delegation from the Federal Republic of Germany believes that the United Nations
should implement a task force made up of experts, government officials, and water industry
representatives in order to prevent large-scale water scarcity and to acheive the use of sustainable
water. By insisting that countries increase the prices of water, consider water-supply
infrastructure, improve knowledge and data collection, and improve the management of water
resources, the frequency of small conflicts over water scarcity will diminish. In regards to the
environmental protection of the Earth’s arguably most important resource, the Federal Republic
of Germany wishes to implement the resources necessary to prevent conflict between the
countries of the United Nations.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

In recent decades, plastic has become a crucial part of the world’s everyday life, being
used in many industries, homes, schools, and more. Some of the most innovative technologies of

our time have been created using plastic. Although it seems like the perfect alternative to other
materials, plastic’s rate of disposal is quickly increasing as a concern to many. 8 million tons of
plastic are currently floating around in the ocean, destroying the ecosystems and nature at hand.
The environment is suffering due to a large amount of all plastics, 86%, that can’t be
decomposed. The Federal Republic of Germany believes that each country should be held
accountable for its own plastic waste, and the United Nations should continue to work with the
organizations they have to continue plastic waste reduction.
Despite recent struggles with plastic waste export, Germany has put into place many
waste management systems that have faced great success. Every year, the amount of plastic
waste being exported from Germany continues to drop. The reason for these consistent decreases
in waste is strong government encouragement and willing citizens to embrace recycling
throughout the country. Many policies such as the German Packaging Ordinance of 1991 and the
Waste Management Act of 1996 made companies take responsibility for the recycling of their
own exports. In addition, Germany is home to an elaborate recycling program with six different
colored bins to take care of waste. The German government is able to save time, energy, and
monetary resources by the pre-sorting of waste by citizens. Not only is this a habit for many
Germans, but it is a system to be proud of. The Delegation from the Federal Republic of
Germany believes that, with the implementation of systems like these, plastic waste management
will become easier to control and levels of exported plastic will decrease.
The Delegation from the Federal Republic of Germany believes that countries and
manufacturers should be held responsible for their own plastic waste exports and that the United
Nations should work to implement recycling and waste management by creating a program to
educate the people of the World about the lasting effects of plastic waste on our environment.
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Delegation from: Canada
Represented by: North Royalton High School
Committee: United Nations Environment Programme
Position Paper for the Environment Programme
The current issues presented to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) are:
Preventing Conflicts over Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. Canada deeply
values the environment and looks fondly upon working with the other countries in UNEP.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Water is considered an abundant resource, covering 70% of the Earth’s surface.
However, numerous countries lack accessibility to clean water. Statistics show that around 1 in 9
people do not have access to clean drinking water, which can be problematic. Along with
numerous other countries with water troubles, Canada is beginning to have troubles with water
shortages.
Although in past years Canada has had safe drinking water, the rising of global
temperature has caused many factors that have affected Canada’s water quality. One of these
factors are the melting of glaciers. Glaciers melting have become a consistent source of water for
Canadians, producing a large amount of water each year. However, due to climate change and
global warming, these glaciers have been starting to melt increasingly faster, which could cause
problems in the future. Researchers from Universities in Alberta, BC, Washington State along
with scientists from the federal government commenced a project to figure out how much of the
glaciers will be left in the future. These glaciers had been deteriorating at a progressively faster
rate due to global warming. One of the researchers discovered that the iceberg known as Castle
Creek Glacier was melting at an alarming pace, reporting that the glacier had shrunk by 1.5
meters in only the month of August. Not only is this affecting Canada’s water supply, it is also
creating severe floods and dangerous situations. The situation is only getting worse, and will
cause a scarcity of water in Canada if not taken care of.
Global warming has been causing much more than just the melting of glaciers, as can
affect the water supply of countries in many other ways. The warmer temperatures are starting to
provide better conditions for algae blooms to flourish, particularly the microbes inside. These
microbes contain toxin-producing bacteria, which can affect the purity of the water. Lake Erie,
on the border of Ontario, is a natural habitat for these algaes. More than 11 million people
depend on Lake Erie for drinking water, which could cause water shortages due to the toxic
blooming algae.
Although water scarcity is a big problem in Canada, there has been effort to prevent
water scarcity in the future. Canada has spent billions of dollars monitoring the water quality of
various bodies of surrounding water and has been supporting numerous projects to attempt to

help stop the water from being contaminated. Although water scarcity is a serious issue, Canada
is doing it’s best to control the water quality.
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Studies show that 381 million tons of plastic is produced each year across the world.
These plastics take a long time to decompose, allowing this cheap, durable product to spread
everywhere across the world. The very difficult question proposed by the UN is what to do with
the waste once it has been used. Landfills are not a solution to this problem, but a sedative as
plastic can always find its way into places it shouldn’t be. Canada provides an insight to this
rapidly expanding problem.
First, adding more plastic waste to landfills only creates a bigger problem. This is why
Canada passed the Canadian Environmental Protection Act in 1999, spurring up a plan for a
“circular economy” based on recycling, massively scaling up recycling plants through recycling
plant subsidies, creating many jobs in the process. Canada has done more than its fair share in
transitioning away from single use plastics, and emplores other first world nations along with
developing countries to follow our lead and begin to remove their dependency on single use
plastics.
As for what to do with the already existent waste, commissioning research teams to
create a possible use for plastic waste may benefit the environment greatly. Two examples of a
hypothetical use for plastic waste would be a fuel source and a construction material. Turning
plastic waste into a clean fuel source will greatly drive up its demand, reducing the amount of
plastic waste in the world by a drastic amount as it will be bought out by companies to be used
for fuel. Using plastic waste as a cheap building material can create a financial demand for
plastic waste, spurring up the world economy and allowing for the cheap construction of homes
in places that need them.
The economic impact of converting plastic waste to a usable product should not be
unsaid. Both of these ideas will create a scenario where landfill companies will have their
inventory bought out for a relatively cheap price, allowing these construction or energy
companies to make immense profits from converting plastic waste into a product that is in high
demand such as housing or fuel. For third world or developing nations, plastic waste can become
an export to first world nations and will greatly benefit their economy.
In conclusion, Canada encourages other nations to transition to a multiple use plastic
society by subsidizing recycling plants to help reduce the amount of plastic added to landfills
every year. Furthermore, with the waste already in landfills, Canada encourages the research and
development of new technologies to possibly find a use for plastic waste. This will have an
extremely positive effect on not only the environment but also the economies of all nations, first
world or developing.

Democratic republic of the congo
UNEP
Jefferson Area High School

Topic 1:preventing conflicts over water scarcity
Water is one of the most vital things humans need to survive in the world,but some countries like
the Democratic Republic of the Congo need help when it comes to sanitary water.The bigger countries
help a lot when it comes to food but we need more donations on water to make it more sanitary. In the
past Democratic Republic of the Congo has had a hard time with funds to get better pumping for sanitary
water and it would be nice if the bigger countries could help us fund this project. The democratic
Republic of the Congo thinks that water scarcity needs to be solved and we would come together to try to
solve it or make it better. As of right now we do not have the funds to help other countries water scarcity
because we have our own problems.
We would like to have a system of water pumping to make the water sanitary.This would be more
helpful for citizens to drink, shower, wash hands, and would help our country to be a healthier place.
Helpful info”In the DRC, the state water utility does not have the ability to improve its water pumping
system, because of the lack of funds to undertake the project. Instead, they continue to pump water to
needy areas through rusty, decaying pipes. According to the IRIN, only about 69 percent of the urban
areas of the DRC receive water from the state water utility (IRIN News). This means that there are a
significant number of citizens not receiving water to their towns and villages, resulting in the locals
having to find other options to satisfy their need for water”.In a town in the northwestern district of the
DRC, called Ewo, people must get their water from ponds and streams.There are no pipes for real sanitary
water. Also that water has chemicals,waste,and bacteria and that is their only source.People in our country
also do not make more than 2 dollars a day and water in the US is 1 dollar imported so you can see how
that's a problem.
We also do not like how the country China is so polluted and it’s pollution is spreading
everywhere and affecting citizens and the water.They really need to fix that before it starts spreading to
more countries. In the end, we do not have enough money as a country to provide our citizens clean water
so we need bigger countries to step up.We really need this money to keep our citizens safe we are turning
into China and that is not a good thing. Our waters has waste in it and disposal stuff that is really affecting
our country.

Topic 2:Managing plastic waste disposal
In the world right now plastic waste disposal is a big issue. It it aswell a big problem in
the Republic of Congo. The world right now lacks recycling and waste management facilities.
Right now plastic pollution is one of the most pressing environmental issues. We need to come
together and solve this crisis as a group. This issue would be better solved sooner than later so
the pollution in the air and ocean doesn't become unbearable.
The Republic of Congo has already started to act on this issue but everyone as a whole
needs to work together to create a final solution. The Republic of Congo has started to ban the
use of paper bags. Another solution was the zero waste strategy which will limit the use of
plastic packaging. This strategy will also make it much easier for everyone to recycle the plastic.
The plastic will now be 100% recyclable and reusable.
In the end, we need bigger countries to help us with money funds. We want to
strengthen our recycling system because we want to ensure a high value PET. The Democratic
Republic of the Congo would like to know why we do not have enough countries supporting us
because we really do not have money. We lack so much on trash and recycling parts and it
ends up being bad because people from our country go through that stuff illegally, with
hazardous stuff being in there and most of them have sandals on. In conclusions, we need
bigger countries for our sake.

Delegation from: Kingdom of Norway
Represented by: North Royalton High School
Committee: United Nations Environment Programme
Position Paper for the Environment Programme
The current issues presented to the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) are:
Preventing Conflicts over Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegation
of Norway recognizes the weaknesses regarding the aforementioned topics and looks forward to
a productive debate to address these issues.
I. Preventing Conflicts over Water Scarcity
Water is critical to sustaining life, and while water makes up the majority of the Earth’s surface,
only 3.5% is drinkable. As water is withdrawn from the ground at increasing rates, more and
more strain is imposed on freshwater sources, particularly in developing countries. According to
the UN, 663 million people do not have access to safe drinking water and 2.3 billion people face
inadequate sanitation. Contaminated water is one of the most important contributors to poor
health worldwide. It is estimated that 14 people in Europe die every day due to contaminated
drinking water and poor hygiene. Multiple factors cause water scarcity, including but not limited
to: climate change, dam-building, water pollution, water wastage, and deforestation. Water
scarcity can hinder small-scale conflicts, crop failure, sanitation, and political instability. If left
unchecked, water scarcity can evolve into full-scale global issues such as wildfires, dust storms,
sanitation, and even mass migration. Reducing water scarcity will contribute to improvements in
all areas but will require global cooperation.
Norway is ranked second in the world’s cleanest tap water, but this is not without proper
maintenance. Over the last 20-30 years, Norway has taken significant strides in improving the
quality of drinking water throughout the country. 90% of Norwegians have received drinking
water from water suppliers approved by the Norwegian Institute of Public Health since 2001. In
2017, Norway passed new regulations on not only the drinking water but also safe delivery. This
new legislation ensures that water is properly disinfected and will not be contaminated from
drainage pipes, reducing the risk of waterborne illnesses such as E. coli. Prior to Norway’s
overhaul of its water, water quality did not receive high priority until the 1990s during the
movement to improve Norway’s drinking water quality.
The delegation of Norway would like to emphasize the first matter of the issue: education. As the
growing water crisis worsens, it is imperative that civilians are properly educated to empower
positive behavior change and promote proper water management. Next, when 70% of the
world’s freshwater is being used for agriculture, proper irrigation practices are a must, and this

can easily be done by improving what is already in place. Finally, the delegation of Norway
would look favorably upon more regulation from respective nation’s governments. The Clean
Water Act, passed by the U.S. government, is a good place to start. High water quality standards
are a prime contributor to Norway's high life expectancy and low mortality rates.
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Plastic pollution and its disposal has become a growing issue. Over half of all plastic produced is
designed as single-use plastic. Annually, over 300 million tons of plastic are produced, 12
million tons of plastic end up in marine environments, and 5 trillion plastic bags are used. An
estimated 1 million plastic bottles are bought each minute. An approximated 60% of the 8.3
billion tons of plastic ever produced have ended up in the natural environment or landfills.
Plastic pollution harms sea life killing 1 million seabirds each year and over 100,000 marine
mammals. Worldwide plastic production and consumption is expected to double in the next
decade which will continue the decline of our natural environments.
The Kingdom of Norway believes it is imperative to combat further plastic pollution and has put
numerous measures in place to combat further plastic pollution. Norway initiated a program for
the Sustainable Development Goal 14.1 to significantly reduce marine litter and pollution in
2018. To accomplish this, Norway will spend 1.6 million NOK on various environmental
projects by 2024. The Norwegian Government has also placed an environmental tax on plastic
bottles and cans. By returning the bottles, citizens get their money back, thus incentivising
recycling the plastics. Because of this tax, 88% of bottles are recycled in Norway. There is
another tax for the proper disposal of plastic and waste. The collection and proper treatment
allows 80% of waste to be reused or repurposed as renewable energy. Landfills are still in use,
but have been properly designed to protect the environment and animals around them. Since the
2000s, a small fee has been placed on any plastic bag bought from grocery or retail stores.
While solving plastic waste disposal is not an easy task, the delegation of Norway would like to
once again attach importance to the need for education among the populus. Each nation is
responsible for their own waste management, and teaching civilians about the significance of
reducing, reusing, and recycling will be a major stride in the right direction. The delegation of
Norway also suggests looking into practices such as burning plastic for fuel, something that
would incentivize proper plastic disposal. Norway already exports a portion of its waste to
Sweden for this purpose. The delegation of Norway also calls upon other nation’s governments
to take action to regulate business practices through taxes, fines, or other means. At the rate the
world is now, by 2050, there will be more plastic waste in the ocean than fish. It is critical that
the UN addresses this issue now before the problem worsens.

Delegation From: The United States of America
Represented by: North Royalton High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme
The issues presented before the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP) are: Preventing Conflicts over
Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The United States of America acknowledges the severity of
the presented issues and is intent on collaborating with like-minded nations to consolidate and implement systematic
methods of managing water scarcity and plastic waste globally.
I.

Preventing Conflicts over Water Scarcity

Water covers seventy percent of our planet, an amount that seems sufficient to meet the needs of the human
population. Unfortunately, more than one billion people are struggling to acquire access to clean drinking water.
This means that currently, one in every nine people lack access to safe water and one in every three people lack
access to a toilet. While some countries, including the United States, have abundant freshwater, many incipient
countries experience moderate to severe water scarcity, resulting in agricultural, economic, and health-related issues.
The central reason for extensive water scarcity is irrigation. Agriculture uses the majority of the available
freshwater while producing two-fifths of the world's total crops. However, sixty percent of the water gets wasted due
to insufficient water management methods and leaky irrigation systems. The United States has previously worked
with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) and released the National Water Reuse Action Plan:
Collaborative Implementation to proactively implement water reuse across the nation. Additionally, the Federal
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) was created to respond to water disasters along with numerous other
federal agencies to protect and oversee the use of water resources, including through zoning and rehabilitation
projects. With the global population hurtling toward roughly nine billion people by 2050, projections suggest that if
people continue consuming water with no concern, the needs might expand into the United States as the United
States population has doubled over the past 50 years, while the thirst for water has tripled. With at least 40 states
anticipating water shortages by 2024, the need to conserve water is critical. Therefore, it is in the interest of all
countries to find innovative and collaborative ways to address this issue.
Therefore, the United States proposes to invest in three areas to increase water access. Firstly, the United
States believes there is a need to invest money to upgrade and maintain the current infrastructure across the country.
Reducing the amount of poor infrastructure in today’s architecture would lead to fewer water leakages, resulting in
millions of gallons of water saved for the less fortunate. Efforts to strengthen the preservation, efficacy, and
management of these water resources are pivotal and it is imperative that they be made. Secondly, the United States
recommends implementing water reuse strategies to purify water. This theory would help to reuse and recycle using
a zero-liquid discharge system where the water within a facility is constantly treated, used, and reused again and
again without being discharged into the sewer or other external water systems. For instance, the success of the
Orange County Groundwater Replenishment System (GWRS) highlighted the effectiveness of indirect potable reuse
for bolstering drinking water supplies through groundwater replenishment in semi-arid Southern California. This
increased access to safe water and sanitation contributes to improved health and helps prevent the spread of
infectious viruses. Similarly, the United States also proposes to allocate money for scientists to invent new ways to
use solar power to purify water. This method uses zinc oxide and titanium dioxide to cleanse the water, making it
suitable to drink. Although this invention is not very easy to accomplish, increasing its efficacy on a global scale
will change contaminated water into drinkable water so that people do not have to depend on outside sources for
years to come. Finally, in-depth international cooperation must be a priority. The United States strongly enforces the
use of the Integrated Water Resources Management (IWRM) program that has now been internationally recognized
as the way forward for efficient, equitable, and sustainable development and management for coping with
conflicting demands across nations. The high consumption and pollution of water resources challenge governments

to balance the interests of water. In the past, the United States has made harsh decisions regarding the management
of water resources by disrupting and over-allocating river flow regimes until they dry up, overdrawing groundwater
aquifers, and polluting and degrading ecosystems to satisfy short-term economic goals. Instead, management must
play a rudimentary role in efforts to increase the availability of safe drinking water.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Plastic, a universal resource popularized by its easy accessibility, is produced by the petrochemical industry
and comprises over 8.3 billion tons of the world’s solid waste. From the 8.3 billion tons produced since 1950, an
astonishing sixty percent has ended up in landfills or natural environments. Today, around 300 million tons of
plastic waste is produced annually with 79% of said waste accumulating in landfills. Plastic waste is so omnipresent
in the environment that scientists suggest that it may serve as a geological indicator of the Anthropocene era. For
this reason, proper management of plastic waste is not only necessary but critical to combat large-scale plastic
pollution.
With the disposal of single-use plastics on the rise in North America, there have been detrimental
consequences on habitat biodiversity, especially in aquatic environments. In fact, it is estimated that by 2050, the
volume of plastic will be greater than that of fish in oceanic ecosystems. In addition, a staggering 94% of tap water
in the United States of America is estimated to contain microplastic fibers. To prevent further contamination of
natural environments, the United States of America has established various initiatives in coordination with
preventative legislation. Through the Department of Energy (DOE), the United States of America has created the
Plastics Innovation Challenge, a comprehensive program that utilizes the extensive research capabilities within the
DOE National Laboratories, universities, and industry. The objective of this Challenge is to repurpose used plastic
through advanced technologies employed by American companies. To facilitate this Challenge, the DOE allocated
$25 million of funding to a program dedicated to developing next-generation recycling technologies. This program,
known as BOTTLE (Bio-Optimized Technologies to keep Thermoplastics out of Landfills and the Environment) is
the first of many funding opportunity announcements (FOAs) dedicated to the research and development of
recycling technologies. In addition, the United States of America has introduced the Break Free from Plastic
Pollution Act (BFFPPA) as a form of preemptive legislation. Through BFFPPA, the United States hopes to shift
responsibility for waste management and recycling to manufacturers, establish minimum recycled content standards,
phase out non-recyclable single-use plastics and prohibit plastic waste from being exported to developing countries.
The BFFPPA will also place a moratorium on new and expanding plastic facilities until the Environmental
Protection Agency updates vital environmental and health regulations on said facilities.
The United States of America looks forward to collaborating with like-minded nations to combat plastic
waste mismanagement and implement cohesive resolutions. With only 9% of plastic waste being recycled and 12%
being incinerated, it is evident that current plastic waste management strategies and methods need to be reevaluated.
The United States urges each nation to address plastic waste mismanagement at its source with comprehensive
regulations and preemptive measures surrounding plastic production. As a collaborative effort, the United Nations
can encourage proper plastic waste disposal through adopted policies and incentivized programs geared towards
recycling. Now more than ever, it is apparent that formal action must be taken to combat plastic waste management
before the environment faces irreparable damage.

Delegation From: Thailand
Represented By: St. Vincent-St. Mary High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme (UNEP)
The UNEP is currently faced with preventing conflicts over water scarcity and managing plastic
waste disposal. Thailand is committed to collaborating with other nations to find solutions to these
pressing matters.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Water is an extremely necessary resource to every aspect of our planet. Humans, animals, and
ecosystems rely on water for survival. Unfortunately, water scarcity is a growing issue in our world
today. Because water is such an important factor in ensuring survival, water scarcity causes major
conflict. Water scarcity has led to damaged ecosystems, disputes over dams and other resource
issues, armed wars, lack of sanitation, and much more. The more scarce water becomes, the more
prominent these problems become. This is especially concerning for countries that are extremely
low on water resources and are looking to run out of water in the near future. Because water is
running out rapidly, these conflicts are only going to worsen over time. Reasonable and realistic
solutions are needed soon to put an end to these problems.
Thailand has dealt with water scarcity for a long period of time. Thailand has an extreme lack of
water and it has caused many issues. The nation recently experienced its worst drought in over 40
years. This drought seriously affected the farming activities within Thailand. It is estimated that
water scarcity will hit Thailand extremely hard by 2025. The nation is already in a weak position
in terms of water resources, so Thailand needs to find proper solutions to the problem before it
worsens and is too late to fix. The water demand in Thailand is continually growing due to the
growth in population and economics, so it will be very difficult to prevent the problem from
worsening in the next few years, but Thailand is determined to do so nonetheless.
There are many ways we can stop the conflicts that stem from water scarcity. Thailand is devoted
to finding reasonable solutions for this crisis. For example, we should form a summit to ensure
that proper needs are met. We need to raise awareness, develop water conservation
technologies/methods, and more.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The Environment is the most important issue of our time. If we in this council do not take drastic
action to help to save the Earth today it will not be here tomorrow. One of the most visible signs
of our impact on the environment is plastic waste. There are piles of waste big enough to form
islands in our oceans. Fishermen find both living and dead sea creatures wrapped in plastic
products or with them filling their stomachs. The amount of plastic in our oceans is still increasing
despite international efforts to reduce this exact thing. If this committee does not come up with a
way to prevent not only the increase in plastic but actively lessen the amount of plastic in our
oceans this problem may get to the point where there is no solution.
Thailand is devoted to ensuring that our country is not responsible for the dumping of plastic into
the ocean. We accomplish this by banning a multitude of different single use plastic items in our
domestic products. The problem which arises within our borders is that other countries import
these products. This is a problem not only because of the shipment of items that contribute to such
a large amount of waste but the methods in which these items are transported themselves are very
unfriendly to the environment.
Solutions to this grand problem are many yet few are implemented. Firstly a summit should be
formed to ensure that effective measures are put in place. Additionally measures should be taken
to ensure that single use items are imported and exported at lesser rates.

Delegation from: the Kingdom of Denmark
Represented by: Mayfield High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme include preventing conflicts
over water scarcity and managing plastic waste disposal. It is Denmark’s position that these are
grave issues facing the globe that need to be addressed. We are prepared to find a solution that
benefits not only the environmental issues, but also the countries and their constituents.
I. Preventing Conflicts over Water Scarcity
Water scarcity greatly affects the Kingdom of Denmark. In areas near our capitol, Copenhagen,
water extraction exceeds sustainable recharge by 300%. Other areas surpass by 70%. Because
we obtain 99% of our clean water from groundwater resources, we understand the importance of
having access to clean water. Whatmore, we have witnessed the stress and conflict that results
from having a water shortage. Because of this, we recognize the need to implement solutions to
this problem, namely prevention, action, and recovery strategies.
The first part of our solution is prevention. We propose that countries do an in-depth analysis,
with the help of the UN Environmental Programme, of the allocation and distribution of their
water resources. Specifically, countries should see where the most water is being wasted, by
faulty pipe infrastructure, to give an example, and work to address that issue. Additionally,
countries should monitor world climate events and extreme weather activities. In Denmark, we
have the Danish Emergency Management Agency that considers information on climate change
and the weather in order to assess our preparedness and make changes when necessary.
Prevention can be the best solution to a problem because it stops it before it happens, but we
recognize that we cannot prevent problems that have already occured. Due to this, we propose a
second phase of our water scarcity response: action.
When a water scarcity crisis arises we need action. We cannot waste too much time coming up
with the action; we must have a general guideline in place that we can alter to fit the exact
situation. DEMA also has this capacity in its international assistance branch. We have a response
team that will act in times of crisis.
Lastly, we advocate for the UN Environmental Programme to create a subsection that helps with
recovery. For recovery techniques, we support recycling wastewater and putting money towards
conservation techniques. Another facet of the plan is educating the public about conserving water
and purchasing water conserving technology such as water-saving toilets, pipes, faucets, and
showerheads.
With these techniques in place, we hope to work collectively towards a more sustainable future
and a world that can supply adequate, clean water to all people.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
The Kingdom of Denmark has been severely impacted by improper disposal of plastic waste. In
2017, we assessed the increase in municipal waste, which refers to the plastics that are disposed
both in and out of an individual’s residence. In this year alone, the rates increased by
approximately 50%, presenting numbers much higher than the averages of prior years. Improper
disposal has resulted in 8 million tons of plastic appearing in oceans, which the Kingdom of
Denmark recognizes to be a dangerous and potentially life-threatening disparity. These plastics
tend to fragment into microscopic pieces, which can therefore lead to detrimental issues for all
wildlife, including humankind. If these microplastics are located in the water that is consumed,
they can be extremely harmful to the body system.
The first part of our solution to assist in the disposal of plastic waste is to enforce reliable
management techniques. Denmark believes that working alongside economical institutions
within the country can further present alternative materials that may act as substitutes for a
variety of plastics. This initiative could greatly benefit a reduction of plastic production, as well
as a stronger depletion of plastics that may enter the ocean and pollute the environment. This can
be encouraged through the alteration of different practices of design. One such procedural course
of action that can be taken is product light-weighing, which could consequently result in an
environmental footprint reduction. These management techniques would be the most effective in
reducing the improper disposal of plastics; however, on a larger scale, enforcement of these
regulations could pose a great challenge.
Considering the immense efforts required to change design practices, the Kingdom of Denmark
believes that we can first start by implementing production of more biodegradable plastics. Over
time, plastics have become major assets in life, primarily presenting a difficult situation for
individuals if production and usage were to be halted. It is for these reasons that biodegradable
plastics would present a safer alternative to plastic that would benefit both the environment and
the citizens using it.
With the implementation of these techniques, the Kingdom of Denmark hopes to cooperatively
work together towards a future with a cleaner, unpolluted environment.

Delegation from: People's Republic of China
Represented by: Saint Joseph Academy
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over
Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The People's Republic of China is devoted
to the protection of water and managing plastic waste disposal effectively.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The Chinese government has long struggled with water scarcity: the People's Republic of China
is home to roughly one in every five people on the planet, but just 6% of the world's fresh water
is found within its borders. The people's Republic of China is driven to shift water from
comparably rainy regions to the drought-stricken north, costing the government well over $100
billion every year, according to analysts. Large portions of land are becoming desertified as a
result of food shortages and unsustainable cultivation. The People's Republic of China is far from
alone in its problem; the United Nations estimates that 40% of the world's population is affected
by water shortage. The people's Republic of China believes that there is no reason to clash over
water supply and that countries should have their own claims to water as a sovereign resource.
In 2012, China's State Council published the "Three Red Lines," a set of national water
management goals. Limiting national water usage to 700 billion m3 per year, improving
industrial water efficiency, and boosting the proportion of main water sources are among them.
Since 1949, the South-to-North Water Diversion project, which includes a network of canals and
pipelines, has been the People's Republic of China's largest and most expensive infrastructure
project. Chinese officials have applauded the project's success in providing water to Beijing.
The People's Republic of China encourages the building of dams in order to protect water
supplies and create pools for water collection, diversion of water to dryer regions, and
wastewater recycling. For more than two decades, the People's Republic of China has debated
water recycling in urban areas and it is now successfully expanding. The People's Republic of
China proposes that the standards for proper Irrigation and Agriculture Water Use be established
and developed by the United Nations in order to conserve water and support the development of
water-responsible cultivation. The People's Republic of China looks forward to discussing this
issue and creating resolutions to find and employ solutions.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The People’s Republic of China considers plastic trash one of the most severe environmental
challenges confronting the globe today. The People's Republic of China used to import more
than half of the world's plastic garbage until the garbage import ban, enforced in 2017, stopped
foreign waste goods, particularly plastics, from entering the country.
The People's Republic of China stopped shops from using free plastic bags in 2008, resulting in a
two-thirds reduction in their use in supermarkets and shopping centers in the following years.
The People's Republic of China adopted an ambitious new strategy in January 2020, with stepby-step timeframes for banning or dramatically reducing plastic use over the following five
years. For example, by the end of 2022, non-degradable plastic packaging and single-use plastic
woven bags will be outlawed for mail and express services in major provinces and cities. Outlets
across the country will follow suit by the end of 2025, with non-biodegradable plastic tape being
outlawed as well. Other single-use, non-degradable plastic goods, such as disposable cutlery for
take-out, are also subject to the new plan's limits. The People's Republic of China plans to
successfully regulate plastic pollution, significantly reduce plastic waste in landfills in important
cities, construct a comprehensive plastics management system, and advance in the creation of
alternative goods by 2025.
Private garbage collectors in the People's Republic of China are quick and effective recyclers,
returning loads of domestic waste to manufacturers. The economic worth of materials drives
recycling in the People's Republic of China, which is not supported by localities. If the waste
material is valuable, it will eventually make its way to a manufacturer. The People's Republic of
China strongly encourages other member nations to follow these steps and enforce effective
recycling. Recycling not only reduces plastic waste, but it can boost the industry and save on
materials and create jobs. The Republic of China is convinced that the most effective strategy to
battle the rising plastic waste and better manage plastic waste is for each member state to take
this critical issue seriously and to take action on their own. The Republic of China maintains that
wealthy countries should no longer send their trash to be recycled in underdeveloped countries.
Instead, every country should and must take responsibility for its own recycling. This issue
should be tackled by reducing the use of plastics overall to preemptively crush the flow of plastic
waste. If there is limited plastic waste, disposal will become less of a problem. This can be
accomplished by severely restricting or altogether prohibiting the use of single-use plastics.

Delegation from: State of Israel
Represented by: Twinsburg High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The topics before the United Nations Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity; and
Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. Israel is dedicated to the preservation of human rights and conveys its hope to
further progress in collaboration with international actors in protecting and advancing these rights.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The UN identified the lack of water availability and the need for sustainable water management as one of the biggest
challenges facing the world today. The State of Israel has suffered from water shortage for years, but has been able
to solve the issue in the country. Our government originally downplayed solving the shortage crisis, but we have
come to realize how significant it is. There are two reasons for this: drought and over-consumption. We overconsumed our water resources by 25 percent in the past. The country struggled with water shortage because there
has been an increase in demand for water for domestic uses due to population growth as well as a rising standard of
living.
Israel understands the importance of water availability for all citizens, and strives to provide this for their country.
To solve the issues of water shortage in the country, Israel has been building desalination and water-treatment
plants. The largest reserve of water in the country is underground water from the mountain and coastal plain
aquifers. We believe that the main solution to this issue is desalination. The government of Israel discussed a master
plan for the development of the water sector with the aim of solving the water crisis and resolved to immediately
implement a number of components. We sustain one of the largest desalination plants worldwide and the largest
wastewater treatment plant in the Middle East. Israel recognizes the massive effects that water shortage can have on
a country. We saw a significant decline in our country’s GDP due to water shortages. Our agricultural sector has
suffered most as water allocations to the sector had to be reduced drastically causing a reduction in the agricultural
productivity.
Israel is supportive of resolutions or programs that focus on preventing conflicts over water scarcity. Israel would
like to partner with other countries to protect water sources.. We are a world leader in water recycling and we also
export water to other countries. The Good Water Neighbors Project, established in 2001, has brought together
Israeli, Jordanian, and Palestinian communities to protect shared water resources and has significantly improved the
local water sector and helped to build peace at the local level. We also provide large amounts of water to Palestine
and Jordan, and also provide water-intensive produce. Israel would also like to partner with other countries and
international bodies, such as India, to share the best practices, research, and innovations which can achieve optimal

water management. All countries who participate can benefit. Additionally, Israel has a plan to help impecunious
countries to bring clean water to remote African villages through innovation by installing solar panels, so water can
be accessed from deep in the ground using an electric pump. If the United Nations Environmental Programme wants
to prevent conflict over water scarcity, they should address this issue by aiding partnerships between countries and
providing necessary resources.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Managing plastic trash and disposing of it properly is an ongoing issue for many governments today. Our State of
Israel has been able to address these concerns in a timely and sufficient manner. Israeli scientists began researching
plant waste and disposal in the ocean in the 1960s and have made substantial advances. In order to limit the
proportion of consumption, our government has enacted a number of rules and regulations. These measures intend to
reduce consumption by 40% by imposing hefty levies. Israel is actively working on these issues and will continue to
do so until they are resolved.
By observing the negative effects of improper plastic disposal, Israel is aware that these topics need to be handled
seriously. In the past, supermarket bags were found in the ocean; around 15,000 tons. This is due to the fact that
people are throwing them away right after consumption and not reusing them for new purposes. Park Hayarkon is a
huge example of public spaces being used with mass crowds and being left behind with much pollution on the land.
Israel dealing with these issues is very high on the bucket list and changes are happening immediately. Israel has
imposed a source separated recycling system, which means that the public is responsible for separating their trash
into the correct, color-coded bins. On January 1, 2017, the Environmental Protection Ministry implemented a plastic
bag ban, resulting in an 80 percent reduction in the usage of throwaway shopping bags in just one year. That is the
equivalent of removing more than 7,091 tons of non-recyclable plastic from landfills. From removing plastic in
IKEA stores to launching “City without plastics” we have made many efforts to reduce the tedious plastic waste.
Although these efforts worked for a while, the improper use of disposition is rising again despite their efforts. With
Israel being a major leader of manufacturing daily products, we will keep on course and our determination will not
stand down for this subject.
Israel remains open ended for elucidations to eliminate disposal and would like to keep the levels at a lower plateau.
With many laws being passed about the elimination of single use plastics, citizens are slowly starting to have a wide
perception on what these items are doing to the environment. Israel would like to notice a cleaner recreation space
and improved effort from every single citizen. This will slowly start to make outdoors worth spending time on and a
cleaner area to foreigners. Additionally, Israel will be launching two new companies to lead the production of water
bottles from the waste. Israel would also like to make alliances with states such as Ghana to help manage waste
disposal. We will experience change in innovation and are prepared to engage companies such as ACARP for

technology transfer. If the United Nations Environmental Programme is dedicated to maintaining environmental
peace and cleanliness, aid should be provided to help us and provide us with essential items.

Delegation from: Japan
Represented by: North Royalton High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
I. Topic A: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Water is arguably the most precious resource on the planet. It is necessary for life.
Fortunately, Japan has no international disputes over water scarcity and water rights. Japan has
had water shortages in 1939, 1964, 1967, 1973, 1978, and 1994. Japan knows very well of the
panic that could be caused because of water shortages. Water shortages can damage a nation's
economy and even cause deaths as a result of having dirty water or no water. Many nations such
as Egypt and Ethiopia have threatened to go to war over these disputes. This is one of the most
important issues that needs to be resolved to prevent loss of life.
Japan has deep unease over possibilities of war over water resources. We have recently
created new and effective systems of water distribution and ensure no shortages. We encourage
other nations to be mindful not to resort to conflict over water scarcity. Japan is attempting to
prevent global warming by cutting its carbon emmissions to zero by 2050. We encourage other
nations to do the same.
Japan proposes the creation of the Free and Clean Water Committee. This committee
would regulate the use of water and attempt to allow equal water distribution. We also propose
sending peacekeeping troops to prevent conflict in in scarce water regions. We encourage nations
to build new water systems in order to We must also do our best to prevent global warming as it
is causing water to dry up across the earth. Nations that need water the most to survive should be
the one granted rights to the waterways.
II. Topic B: Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
There are 51 trillion particles of plastic floating in the world's oceans today.
Unfortunately, Japan today is one of the largest producers of plastic waste. Unlike many nations,
Japan takes this issue very seriously. Major long term environmental damage is done by

discarding plastic waste. Thousands of animals are killed each year as a result of this. Recycling
of all plastics that can be recycled is necessary, as is regulation of plastic imports. Many of
Japan’s largest corporations are committed to the cause of managing plastic waste. Japan
currently works to secure a more sustainable future where our oceans are clear of waste and this
disastrous issue is resolved.
Plastic waste is a major environmental problem that has yet to be fixed. Japan is strongly
committed to managing the amount of plastic waste deposited in the Pacific Ocean. One of our
nation’s main goals on this issue is increasing the public’s knowledge on this extremely
important issue. On March 4, 2019, Japan announced that it was joining up with UNEP to
manage plastic waste disposal in the Pacific Ocean. Japan has invested 123 million Japanese yen
into this initiative. The Japanese government passed new legislation to reduce plastic waste.
Japan produces 8.5 million tons of plastic every single year. The Japanese government intends on
reducing these numbers by 25% by 2030. The new laws are meant to make all plastics
recyclable. They also force businesses to replace single use plastic items such as plastic cups,
spoons, and forks. Businesses that do not follow these regulations may be fined up to 500,000
yen. Japan intends on passing more legislation, as well as greatly stepping up to tackle the
problem in the international community.
Japan proposes and strongly recommends stricter guidelines and regulations by UNEP to
curtail the amount of plastic deposited in our oceans. Japan believes we need to hold people and
nations accountable for their actions regarding this issue. Greater funding should also be directed
towards this initiative. We propose the United Nations to spend an additional 100 million USD
per year for the next 5 years on cleaning the oceans and stopping mismanagement of plastic
waste disposal until this issue is resolved. Japan also proposes the creation of the Free and Clean
Water Committee, as stated before. This committee would regulate the amount of plastic waste
dumped into oceans and rivers. We promote further research on this issue in order to solve this
crisis soon.

Delegation from: Russian Federation
Represented by: North Olmsted High School

Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environment Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity; and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The Russian Federation is adamant on providing its
citizens with the necessity of water and is determined to find ways to reduce the use of plastic and to
find effective ways to dispute the plastic waste.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Over the past few years, the Russian Federation has begun several disputes over a simple yet dire
necessity: water. Without fresh water, life on earth will cease to exist. It is becoming more difficult to
obtain and is inaugurating issues between nations that leave them with deadly consequences. This all
comes back to the unequal access to fresh, clean water. An investment in water security will help
lead us to international peace. Nations who chose to cooperate and share water resources can
successfully form peaceful alliances between their borders, as well as long lasting treaties. The
access of water worldwide is an issue that must be assessed and handled for basic survival and civil
coalitions between nations.
Not too long ago, the river in the Crimean Peninsula began to dry out, and Moscow has felt the
impact of the water shortage first hand. Years prior to this, the Russian Federation had taken over
Crimea and has been on problematic terms with Ukraine. In response to Russia’s choice in seizing
the land, Ukraine has built a dam across a soviet-era canal which restricts the flow of water to the
peninsula. Because of this, Russia is now restricting the amount of water used in Crimea, leaving the
rest for themselves. Though Russia has gained control of Crimea the land and crops are drying up,
leaving this newly obtained land at a hopeless loss. Not to mention the fact that the government in
Russia has spent billions of dollars on Crimea, especially since their constituents support the
annexation of the new state. Russia won’t have to worry about their future investments so long as
they can force Ukraine to open the way to the peninsula via the canal. They are using military
resources and are willing to dispute with neighboring countries to gain back control of their liquid
necessity to flourish their country, their constituents, and their land.
Though the earth is made up primarily of water, only a small portion of it is fresh and clean, which
limits how much we can use as needed. Every country must do what it takes to make sure they can
access this basic resource. The Russian Federation does not regard the disputes between sharing with
nations as a profound issue. We will use force to accommodate our land with fresh water and ensure
that it isn’t considered a scarcity in our nation. We are willing to handle our pursuits in a peaceful
manner, if they are handled under our conditions. We are willing to work with this committee in
constructing a solution that allows countries access to fresh water under no restrictions or harsh
regulations. The freedom to water should be equal to anyone who wished to access it. We can build
water treatment plants where we work on converting saltwater to freshwater. These plants or
factories can be used by multiple actions at once for an equal and cost-effective solution. Without an
equal solution, we intend to forcefully obtain this dire resource. We hope to find a solution that
accomplishes this goal and accommodates our nation and nation-states.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The use of plastic has become a trend only recently, beginning in the mid-1900s, yet has still
managed to become one of the world's main resorts, especially during the COVID-19 pandemic.
Forced to use single-use plastic to avoid cross contamination and spreading the virus of COVID-19,
the already existing problem of plastic control and waste only grew. It grew so much that it is now
time to act and to find a way to control the production and consumption of plastic waste. The use of
plastic has grown exponentially, about 8 million tons of plastic a year, resulting in pollution on land
and in the water. Only about 14% of plastic is recyclable, the other 86% is decomposable, but very
slowly does so. Plastic decomposes into microplastics which if injected by marine life, is lifethreatening to many water organisms. The microplastics from the plastic can cause organ damage,
affect the immune system, growth, and reproduction of humans when ingested. The overuse of
plastic, and the uncontrolled and unhelpful methods of waste disposal, causes a threat to the security
of Russian Federation citizens, the land, and the world.
It is now time to act upon the control of plastic production and how to take care of waste. Let not
what happened on February 25, during the UNEP summit in Kenya, happen again. It is time to focus
on controlling our environment to, “not mix environment and politics.” The Russian Federation has
taken many actions to reduce the use of plastic. Russia has placed a ban on single use plastic, and
instead advocate for reusable plastic such as rags, sponges, towels, not to use plastic dishes for
parties, use hard soap rather than liquid, and use multi-use personal care products. Russia has also
encouraged their citizens to drink and use tap water, reducing the use of plastic bottles by 61%. By
2030, the Russian Federation aims to make 85% of all plastic reusable, reducing the amount and risks
of microplastics. There are already two actions taken by the committee of Japan and the committees
of Rwanda and Peru that will help maintain and control the use of plastic and waste. The goal of
Japan's proposal is to focus on cutting marine plastic pollution and the goal of Rwanda’s and Peru’s
is to limit plastic through the supply chain by regulating plastic production, transportation, usage, and
disposal. It will be beneficial for the Russian Federation, and the world, if the UNEP will be willing
to avoid bringing up politics in environmental conversations and allow the Russian Federation to
make the decision we think is best for the control of plastic usage and waste in our country.
It is crucial to ensure we walk out of committee with a resolution in place, important for the sake of
our environment including our countries and citizens. If a country cares about their environment and
citizens as much as the Russian Federation does, they should be committed to finding solutions
despite any difference of opinions on other topics. What happened at the last conference, should
NOT, happen again. The topic of politics should not be mentioned this time around as politics has
nothing to do with the management of plastic usage and methods of waste disposal. Differences of
political opinions should not decrease the likelihood of finding a resolution to help our environment.
Japan, Rwanda, and Peru all have resolutions in mind, which we have completely ignored last time,
which are all possibilities that can help our environment and future of our earth. This committee
should review the drafts, sign on the one that will benefit all, and focus on the environment and only
that. The Russian Federation is in favor of the Rwanda and Peru resolution; it not only provides a
stepping stool in increasing our economy by creating small job opportunities and boosting small
businesses, but it also provides an opportunity for the earth to overcome pollution.

A. Country: Argentina
A. Committee: United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)
B. Topics
a. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
b. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Delegation from: Argentina
Represented by: Avon High School
Position Paper for United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflicts
Over Water Scarcity to ensure peace and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal to allow the
residents of Argentina to live safely. Argentina is devoted to keeping its residents healthy
and nourished and eliminating hazardous waste disposal.
I. Working towards Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
The country of Argentina recognizes the problem their country has over water Scarcity.
Within the country of Argentina all levels of government struggle with implementing a
water policy that will stick and near-by countries have done little to help. Argentina
needs the support of neighboring countries and its people to help settle many disputes
over the human right of water. Because water is a precondition for human survival and
plays a crucial role in certain industries, like “agriculture, electricity, and sanitation”
Argentina asks help in creating a stronger system that will not have many loopholes for
its citizens to disobey. The point needs to be represented in the new polices that
Argentina implements over the water scarcity and the seriousness of support from other
countries to help make sure every citizen has the basic necessities to live.
Recognizing that the Argentine subsidiary of a French Multinational Corporation
(MNC), triggered a dramatic increase in water rates, but a decline in water quality, is
important to note because it provides a starting point to the corruption in Argentina
regarding the safety of water and who gets the best water. Argentina supports the fact
that water should not be limited to “certain” citizens and be distributed equally.
However, the human right to water is a complex issue, because it has proven to be
difficult to disperse in Argentina. It is wise to recognize this problem and the strategies
that Argentina will take in the future to suggest that a human right to water is as
legitimate as the, “right to life, liberty, and security of person.”
In 1994, Argentina underwent a constitutional reform that introduced an environmental
provision (Article 124) acknowledging, “the historical right, whereby the 23 provinces
and the Autonomous City of Buenos Aires own the water resources and have jurisdiction
over them, including for interjurisdictional rivers.” As the government has undergone
constitutional reform including “policy making, policy implementation, operational

management, financing and regulation.” In practice, the national government can
establish a national water policy, but needs the support of the provinces to implement it.
At the moment there is no water law or code at national level for water resources
management or water services provision. The 2002 Law 25.688 “Regime of
Environmental Management of Waters” created the interjurisdictional river basin
committees to promote sustainable environmental management of inter-provincial river
basins.” But, this law was subject to numerous criticisms by most provincial water
authorities. In addition to the legislation falling short of change four years earlier in
Tucuman, Argentina a well-known conflict had arisen in reaction to the privatization of
provincial water services. In Cochabamba the federally mandated transfer of water
services from the municipalities to Agua del Aconquija increased rates and declined the
water quality. The citizens of Tucuman organized, claimed a right to sanitary, affordable
access to water, and refused to pay their water bills. They too were successful in forcing
the municipalities to unilaterally forfeit the contract with the Argentine subsidiary.
Argentina calls on Chile to the south and west, Bolivia and Paraguay to the north, and
Brazil, Uruguay, and the Atlantic Ocean to the east to help reestablish peace between
citizens and the larger issue of water scarcity. If Argentina's government can step up and
better enforce its laws along with other countries not starting conflicts then the conflicts
over water scarcity can be solved.
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
The increase in plastic use over the past decades has led the world to recognize the great damage
to our ecosystems it is causing and governments around the world are beginning to change their
plastic production and disposal methods because of it. Countries began to export plastic and
other garbage to other countries to use for the production of goods. But In 2017, China decided
to no longer accept various hard to recycle plastics which led countries to urgently search for
alternative places to distribute their waste, such as the US, UK, and Canada.
In August 2019 president Mauricio Macri signed decree 591/2019 which reclassified plastics as a
commodity and not waste making it easier for the country to import them for recycling and waste
management. Argentina, now being one of the few countries that will accept plastic waste from
other countries, has experienced a drastic increase in the amount of waste built up in landfills.
This causes worry to some that the immense import of waste will lead to unsanitary conditions.
In the past, the poor management of waste led to the transmission of diseases from animals,
environmental contamination from chemicals, and the harmful leaks of toxic gas from landfills.
Argentina strongly believes that action must be taken quickly to not only fix the problem of
an abundance of waste present, but also to prevent the recurrence of misfortune. So we
propose two solutions in which the unemployed population will be given jobs. First In
which they will be paid to sort through and properly dispose of plastic in our landfills that
was not appropriately done so before. This plastic collected can then be used in the

production of furniture and clothing. Second, we propose that a new large landfill be
developed for the transport and storage of overflow waste.

Delegation from: Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Represented by: North Olmsted High School
UNEP
•
Background
In recent decades water scarcity has become a more pressing issue. Multiple conflicts
have sprung up over water supply. The UNEP’s goal is to neutralize these situations and create a
more stable environment. Worldwide water shortages have become a major issue, however the
poorest countries have the most difficulties. 2.3 billion people live in water stressed countries, of
which 733 million live in high and critically water-stressed countries. Water shortages have been
an issue for hundreds of years, and to some extent always will be. There is not enough drinking
water to go around in many countries. This topic continues to be an issue because of
contamination in major water supplies and climate change. Over the past 20 years, terrestrial
water loss has been occurring at approximately 1cm/year. Open defecation is contaminating
water supplies. According to local media, western and northern Afghanistan have experienced
drought-induced reductions in crop production, resulting in borderline famine.
•
Actions and Policy
The RIC and UNICEF are both major players in the repair of Afghanistan’s water crisis.
RIC is working to support communities most impacted by drought in Badghis, Bamyan, Kabul,
Khost, Helmand, Herat, Logar, Laghman, Nangarhar and Paktia provinces. The RIC states, “Our
programs aim to improve access to water, and target particularly vulnerable families, headed by
women, children, elderly or disabled people, with cash support and food assistance.” In 1973
Afghanistan signed a treaty with Iran regulating water flowing into Afghanistan. In January
2022, UN High Commissioner for Refugees Fillipo Grandi appealed for $623 million in funding
to improve water and sanitation, along with other humanitarian aid, to be implemented through
the work of 40 organizations. The focus of this funding is on rejuvenating old, destroyed water
networks and systems. The German Federal Ministry for Economic Cooperation and
Development is backing GIZ, a German company that is implementing a massive overhaul and
decentralization of the water infrastructure and sanitation management in Afghanistan. Between
2011 and 2013, GIZ, working with the Afghan urban Water Supply and Sewerage Corporation,
trained about 2,000 Afghani workers to carry out and maintain this.
UNICEF has set a goal of ending open defecation and spreading proper hygiene around
Afghanistan by 2025. The WASH bill, which UNICEF passed, was designed to make water
more potable, through discouragement of open defecation and propagating proper hygiene
practices.
In an effort to regulate water use, the Afghan Water Law, which was enacted in 2009,
sets forth a complicated permit system regulating a system of river basin management. This law
involves several ministries and is centered in stakeholder participation. Management of local
irrigation systems has relied heavily on tribal customs over 4,000 years old for guidance,
administered by a locally-elected Mirab, with little to no support from local government or
police for enforcement. This permit system gives much needed support. For the last 30 years the
Afghan Urban Water supply Sewerage Corporation has been constructing 40,000 clean water
posts for public access.
•
Possible Solutions
To fix the issue of insufficient infrastructure the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan requires
financial aid and assistance from other nations to help implement new pipelines and water
storage. With the help of other nations' workers the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan will be able

to improve not only the conditions of its own border but others’ as well. To return food
production to a sustainable level, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan will need to fund farm
reconstruction legislation to help farmers to get reestablished once pipes are installed. To solve
the issue of sanitation the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan will need to pass laws banning public
defecation and install new public restrooms and improve sewage systems.

Delegation From: Switzerland
Represented by: Orange High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environment Program are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegation of Switzerland prioritizes the safety
and health of the planet's natural resources, and works to prevent the incorporation of harmful
materials into the ecosystem.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Switzerland is devoted to the continuation of safe, sustainable sources of water. For thousands of
years Switzerland has integrated hydrology into every aspect of life. The unique geography of
Switzerland allows for an abundance of drinking water, and hydroelectric power from the runoff of
the Alps. While the runoff allows for a multitude of uses, the infrastructure that has been built for
decades has a capacity that is steadily increasing. With the advent of climate change many of
Switzerland’s irrigation systems are reaching capacity.
With the Alps running straight through the country of Switzerland, the runoff of ice and snow create
over 103 lakes and 30 hectares. As climate change increases the rate of melting glaciers in the Alps,
Switzerland has continued land loss, and increased damage to infustrice, and natural habitats. Nearly
two-thirds of the wetlands are estimated to have disappeared since 1900, and since the 1960s annual
runoff increased due to positive trends in winter, spring, and autumn. To reduce the amount of
greenhouse gasses, and decasee the amount of snowmelt, Switzerland released a climate climate
policy in 2018. Some goals that were made in this policy include the following: Since 2008, the
Confederation has imposed a CO2 levy on fossil thermal fuels. It is designed as an incentive levy
and consists of a surcharge on the price of heating oil, natural gas and coal, the majority of which is
redistributed to the economy and population; It provides that, by 2020, at least 20 percent of
greenhouse gas emissions as compared with 1990 levels must be reduced with domestic measure;
Switzerland has set an interim target of halving its greenhouse gas emissions by 2030. According to
the Federal Council, an emissions reduction of 70 to 85 percent as compared with 1990 levels can be
achieved by 2050. Through these measures and goals set in the past, Switzerland is set on providing
the utmost priority towards lowering the greenhouse footprint of the country.
Switzerland aims to continue the goals and policies set in the past to prevent the harmful
repercussions of climate change. With the continued increase in the average temperature of the
earth, the emission of greenhouse gasses must be reduced. Through this act of reduction Switzerland
can contitune to regulate the amount of water that is produced by the alps. Due to this reason, it is
essential that other countries around the world join Switzerland in reducing the amount of
greenhouse gasses produced per capita. Through the limitation of fossil fuels, better improved
transportation, and strides towards renewable energy, the world can decrease the rising temperature

produced through greenhouse gasses. Although this might not be feasible for some countries that
cannot afford to reduce emission, Switzerland urges the nations that have the power to change their
climate impact to do so.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Switzerland is devoted to positive environmental change, specifically, managing plastic waste
disposal. In the past 200 years, plastic has come to be one of, if not the most harmful man made
thing that has been affecting our planet. The entire world relies on plastic, and eliminating the use of
plastic is no option anymore. Starting now, managing plastic waste disposal is our only hope in
saving the environment. Switzerland prioritizes the safety and health of the planet's natural
resources, and works to prevent the incorporation of harmful materials into the ecosystem.
Between 1950 and 2020, production of plastic has gone from two million tons annually, to 500
million tons in recent years. Just about 9% of all plastic that could be recycled in the world, does get
recycled. Switzerland only recycles about 25% of its plastic waste, which is 3 times as bad as any
other country in Europe. Recycling, which is the most effective solution to this crisis, can only be
effective if people are educated on how to properly recycle their plastic wastes. Implementing
education programs in schools is an effective way to teach children about how to properly recycle.
Another effective way in which to increase the amount of recycled plastic is to implement individual
tax policies on those with more plastic waste than others. This would discourage the use of
dangerous littering and regular disposal of plastic waste products. This would also provide the
country with extra funds to fund educational programs and other waste disposal programs. The
delegation of Switzerland also proposes that the rest of the UN implements similar programs in
order to be uniform with the rest of the world with how we stand up to plastic waste management.
Switzerland does not currently have legislation in place that specifically addresses plastic. Some
possibly pertinent rules to govern plastics do exist, however, they are dispersed across the board and
are severely fragmented. Our solutions to this plastic waste management crisis would be to
implement government programs to educate and tax the public in order to get more people to
recycle. Investing in research to find alternatives to plastic waste would also be effective. Investing in
research would be ideal, but would also take a while for the research to happen, and then for
everything to be implemented in a proper way. The delegation of Switzerland also encourages others
of the UN to do the same, and is willing to invest in other countries to implement similar programs
in order to reduce the amount of plastic waste in the world for generations to come.

