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The issue before the Joint Crisis Committee is the 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum. I,
Andrew Fairlie, am dedicated to the “Yes Scotland” movement and am prepared to do what is
necessary to free Scotland from the United Kingdom.
I. 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum.
The relationship between Scotland and England is a unique one. For thousands of years,
Scotland has worked to be independent of English rule. Although there have been attempts for
unity, history shows that it cannot be so. The 17th century, and in particular the 18th century,
was a time of great religious unrest in the United Kingdom. The Jacobites who sought
independence fought hard but were unsuccessful in their movement. That did not, however, stop
the movement for independence. Protests over economic conditions broke out across Scotland
but were once again put down. In the late 19th century, Scotland and the United Kingdom grew a
strong relationship with both sides benefitting. But, as one can see, Scotland is a proud nation
with the appearance of growing ideas of nationalism in the second half of the 20th century. With
this, came the emergence of the Scottish Nationalist Party which is still alive and well today.
Time and time again there have been attempts for independence but unfortunately, there seems to
be not enough support. Scotland’s time as a free nation starts now!
I support the Scottish Nationalist Party plan, and that plan is simple… Yes Scotland! We
plan to work with all our power, and all our might, to gain enough votes to finally gain Scottish
independence. We believe that Scotland should shape its own future and decide what to do with
what we have. We must secure Scotland not for us, but for future generations. This charade of
Scottish and English uniformity will be exposed to the public and the people shall decide the fate
of the nation. It only seems rational.
The other side of Better Together are countrymen of mine, and I shall give them the
respect they deserve. I hope for a clear and concise debate as we choose the fate of our great
nation. At the end of the day, it will come down to what must be done for the betterment of our
society. All my life I have witnessed a calm and peaceful society. I wish not to see division
amongst us.

Delegation from: Colin Fox
Represented by: North Olmsted
Joint Crisis Committee
Scotland and the rest of the UK have been in a union for over three centuries, despite being
integrated against the wishes of the Scottish people we have served loyalty for our entire history,
but now the time has come for independence. Scottish independence from the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has been a long-standing issue in the souls of the Scottish
people since Scotland was entered into the Union. In light of the narrowly decided 2014
independence referendum and the heavily divisive 2016 Brexit referendum the people of
Scotland deserve a second independence referendum to decide their own fate. As the spokesman
of the Scottish Socialist Party I, Colin Fox believe that Scotland would be better off as a people's
republic, independent of Westminster’s coercion and governed with socialist ideals.
I plan to argue for the right of the Scottish people to chose their own destiny through the path of
an independence referendum. The arguments that I will use will cover Scottish economic
prosperity and political sovereignty. When it comes to economics it is a difficult task to debate,
from the internal policy after independence to international trade and Scottish reliance on the UK
for a market and imports. The international trade policy is most likely the most agreeable issue
between all parties on the independence caucus as the majority of us also ran on a no to Brexit
platform during that referendum. Scottish reliance on British imports is also an area where we
will be able to greatly agree though the SNP may be more open to British imports than we are.
Internally is where we will have the greatest amount of discourse as the SNP and the SSP do
have significant differences between their internal economic policy. Political sovereignty is
much more simple to maneuver during this committee. It is simple no Yes Scottland will want to
be with Britain and the major goal will be to convince pro-Britsih individuals that they shouldn't
want Scottland in Britain.
As the only member of the Scottish Socialist Party, I will be unable to rely on a
predetermined bloc. I will most likely have to caucus with the SNP or unaffiliated individuals in
the committee due to them being alined on the Yes Scottland question. Dennis Canavan, Elaine
C. Smith, Patrick Harvie, Pat Kane, Ellie Koepplinger, Dan MacDonald, Sarah-Jane Walls, Sir
Sean Connery, Brian Cox, are all members of the Yes Scottland side who may be beneficial due
to their relation or lack thereof with the SNP. Several celebrities and individuals with large
amounts of influence and following are in favor of an independent Scottland: Brian Cox, Sir
Sean Connery, Sarah-Jane, Pat Kane, Elaine C. Smith may all be moldable to a position that is
favorable to my positions. Politically there are two individuals who I think will be extremely
beneficial: Patrick Harvie, Dennis Canavan. There are two outliers within the committee Ellie
Koepplinger and Dan Mac Donald; Ellie Koepplinger is a young individual who has been

involved in the movement since she was 16 and may have insight into the situation, Dan Mac
Donald is a Scottish capitalist who wants to see Scottish oil and industry reach its full potential.

Oiuytfrdxszj Craig Harrow
Represented By: Rocky River High School
Since 1707, when Scotland was united with England in the Treaty of Union, Scotland has enjoyed
it’s privileges as part of the former Kingdom of Great Britain. The road has not been easy; Scotland has
suffered and triumphed greatly in the four centuries since the conception of what is now the United
Kingdom, but ultimately it is clear to see that Scotland must retain its position within the UK. Besides the
cultural ties that Scotland has to England, there are a variety of economic, political, and defensive factors
that make leaving the United Kingdom detrimental to Scotland’s posterity. Scotland reaps many benefits
from the collective economy of the United Kingdom. The UK invites trade to Great Britain, and maintaining
the profitable features that Ireland, England, and Wales present should be a priority of the Scottish people.
If Scotland were to separate from the union, our economy would lose much strength. Politically, staying
within the United Kingdom gives Scotland a strong voice on the global stage. The UK is the sixth largest
economy in the world, and we benefit largely from the usage of the pound. Our trade is internationally
renowned and we use one of the strongest and most stable currencies in the world. Scotland is within the
best interests of the UK; England, Wales, and Ireland wish to see Scotland succeed, because our strength is
their strength. The UK is a leading member of the UN and the EU, and is also a part of NATO, the
Commonwealth of England, the G7, the G8, and the G20. We have been connected to the UK for almost
400 years, and our societies are highly intertwined. Leaving the UK would deny thousands of Scottish
citizens of privileges that most don’t want to part with. An independent Scotland would see higher bills,
higher taxes, lower public spending and access to public services. Scottish citizens would lose access to
over 200 UK services and institutions such as the BBC and the National Lottery. Creating a new system
of public institutions is complex and expensive, and something that Scotland cannot afford to do. Finally,
the UK boasts one of the strongest militaries in the world thanks to the combined efforts of Scotland,
England, Ireland, and Wales. Leaving the United Kingdom would not only deny Scotland a large amount
of national security, but would also weaken the military as a whole by forcing thousands of active Scots to
abandon their posts in the UK’s forces. Additionally, it would force Scotland to revoke its nuclear
capabilities and abandon the protective measures that the Scottish people enjoy as a part of the United
Kingdom. All things considered, the Better Together campaign urges Scotland to consider the harsh
realities of life outside the UK, and vote “No, Thanks!” in the upcoming referendum.
I, Craig Harrow, advise the Scottish people, and all those who reside within Scotland’s borders, to
consider exactly what an independent Scotland would look like. Imagine the losses that our people would
suffer in order to gain an independence that benefits us only by the title and pride it carries. The Scottish
parliament is strong enough within the protections of the United Kingdom as a whole, but we must
understand that our strength would be undermined on our own. I plan to pursue contact with Charles
Kennedy, the former leader of the Liberal Democrats and current MP to Ross, Skye and Lobachar.
Considering the upcoming elections in 2015, and Kennedy’s likely loss of power regardless of the outcome
of Indyref, I plan to strengthen personal support within the party, pursuing an eventual election to
parliament. The outcome of Indyref, preferably with generous support from the Highlands constituents, is
crucial to my upcoming campaign. If Scotland remains within the Union, SNP, SSP, and SGP voters will
be hesitant to vote for a LibDem MP, so it’s important to maintain strong support with Conservative and
Labour party voters in order to offset that loss. I plan to maintain this support by capitalising on debate
within my own party to appeal to the more conservative Scottish Liberal Democrats on the issue of

nuclearization. Scotland has one of the largest nuclear arsenals, and leaving the UK would create
uncertainty for our nuclear future. The UN wishes for Scotland to denuclearize in the case that we do
secede from the United Kingdom. Many conservatives, centrists, and even some liberals disagree with this
course of action, and I can capitalise on it to sway the public further in favour of staying within the UK. If
Scotland leaves the Union, I can expect strong support from those who dissent with the referendum. Liberal
Democracy has been a popular ideology throughout Scotland for many years, and If we do gain our
independence it will be my prerogative to keep my prospective constituents as safe and happy as possible.
The “Yes Scotland” campaign is largely made up of Socialists, Nationalists, and Environmentalists.
These three groups already face large amounts of opposition for their somewhat incomprehensible and
unsustainable views on governance. The advocates for leaving the Union tend to be celebrities and cultural
icons, not professionals. They are largely uncredited and their arguments for an independent Scotland show
exactly how narrow minded their views are. The United Kingdom has Scotland’s best interests at heart, and
we shouldn’t trade their support for unnecessary independence. It is my hope that the Scottish people can
see the advantages of staying within the Union. I may find allies within the “Yes, Scotland” campaign with
advocates such as Tasmina Ahmed-Sheikh who are concerned about national security and counter-terrorist
efforts. I believe that seeking common ground with the knowledgeable professionals in the “Yes” campaign
can help me to better understand and combat their dangerous views and keep Scotland safe within the
Union.

Representative from: Yes Scotland
Represented by: Perkins High School

Position Paper for Dan MacDonald

The Joint Crisis Committee meets to discuss the Scottish Independence Referendum of 2014. The
referendum seeks to allow the Scottish people, for the first time in their nation's history, to decide if they
wish to be free from the United Kingdom after nearly a thousand years of English rule. Dan Macdonald, a
member of Yes Scotland, is a national advocate for Scottish independence and will advocate for the
nation's freedom in the Committee.

I.

The Scottish Independence Referendum

The Kingdom of Scotland is a nation that encompasses the northern portion of the Island of Britain.
Having been subject to the English in 1298 and further incorporated into the United Kingdom upon
its founding in 1801, Scotland has been victim to the policies of England and the greater UK for
hundreds of years. Ever since its subjugation, Scotland seeks an increase in independence from the
English and the United Kingdom with devolution campaigns gaining traction in the region
throughout the twentieth century, ultimately coalescing in an independence referendum in 2014.
Dan Macdonald is a Scottish businessman who sits on the advisory board of Yes Scotland and is
also the founder and key contributor of N-56, a pro-Scotland think tank that seeks to advise
members of Parliament on Scottish issues. Macdonald is an advocate for Scottish independence
on the grounds of an increase in economic independence, specifically to allow Scotland to take
advantage of its newly discovered oil reserves. Dan Macdonald has recently been re-invigorated
in his resolve to a liberated Scotland following the increase in advocacy for a British exit from the
European Union. Scotland, having polled overwhelmingly against the move, has seen increased
calls for a referendum on independence in the name of strengthening the nations to Europe. It has
become clearer than ever that Scotland's and England’s wishes do not align, therefore calling
Scotland’s continued membership in the United Kingdom into question.
Ultimately, Dan Macdonald wishes to see a free and liberated Scotland, free from the influence of
Westminster and other English authorities. In order to achieve increased economic and social
freedom from the greater United Kingdom, Macdonald will advocate for further devolution from
the government of the United Kingdom. Furthermore, he will push for a free Scotland in order to
increased liberties in the name of Scotland's future interests. Dan Macdonald will push to end the
nearly millennium-long rule of England over Scotland and see a free and prosperous Scotland for
the
first
time
in
generations.

Character: Dennis Canavan
Represented by: Vermilion High School
The Scottish Independence Referendum, 2014: Better Together v Yes Scotland
The Yes Scotland and Better Together campaigns started as moments in 2014 as two
sides of the debate for Scottish independence. The United Kingdom and Scotland have
been in a union since 1603 however, in 2014, the 2014 Scottish independence
referendum was presented. Better Together believed that having the union with the
United Kingdom sustained would be the best economic and social decision for Scotland
as a whole. Yes Scotland wanted independence to have the ability to give power of
decision solely to the people of Scotland, while there would not be the close partnership
between the two countries, Scotland would be able to focus more attention towards their
own socioeconomic issues and policies without the slow consideration of the United
Kingdom.
Known as an independent, Dennis Canavan served as a Member of Parliament for Falkirk
West from 1974 till 2000. In 2014, he was apart of Yes Scotland!s campaign for
independence ad the chair of the Advisory Board. He will use his 26 years of gained trust
to advocate for his campaign. There will be a strong foams on social justice and showing
that the current Members of Parliament are out of touch with what Scotland needs to
thrive. Having Scotland separate would allow for a parliament focused on poverty, drugs,
and housing. He will spread Yes Scotland!s message by media and add campaigns.
With other people, Dennis Canavan will focus on finding funding for Yes Scotland!s
campaign. There is an understanding that separation from the United Kingdom means
that Scotland will be vulnerable and unable to lean on other!s resources but Yes Scotland
can work to with Better Together to secure relations and resources while still gaining its
independence.

Committee: Joint Crisis Committee
Position: Ellie Koepplinger
Represented By: North Royalton High School
It is direly important that Scotland achieves independence. Scottish citizens should be
paying taxes to benefit Scotland. Scottish natural resources should be controlled by
Scotland. Scotland used to be independent, and she should be again. The future of Scotland
is in Scotland and her people, specifically the young. The United Kingdom has limited
Scottish economy and success while benefitting greatly from the control of our great lands.
Scotland should be controlling her own borders, her own welfare, her own government.
In this committee, I will influence and attract young voters. Teenagers of 16 and 17 years
of age will be able to vote, and I will be able to reach them. I will greatly utilize social
media and traditional media to advocate for Scottish Independence. I represent the future
of Scotland and wish to act as such, as a voice of the people joining the polls in a few short
years. Teenagers do not often feel heard by traditional politicians, but they do listen to
them. Teenagers understand much more about politics than they are often given credit for,
thus I will also be advocating for a lower voting age after Scottish independence is
achieved. I am eager to work with the experienced members of the board, their guidance
will surely prove invaluable.
While I am eager to take guidance from the other members of the committee, I also wish
for them to take guidance from me as well. Their experience comes with the handicap of
being out of touch. I wish to work with members of the committee in harmony to actively
create innovative and modern solutions. As for the other committee, I believe they are very
misguided in their attempts to keep Scotland shackled to the United Kingdom. I hope they
will be open to the opinions of the younger generation, and in the event of their winning,
that they will be open to lowering the voting age. I do not view them as the enemy, rather
as the other side of the coin attempting to do best by Scotland.

Representative from: Better Together
Represented by: Perkins High School
Position Paper for Hugh Pennington
The Joint Crisis Committee meets to overcome obstacles on a global scale; the topic at hand: the separation
of Scotland from the United Kingdom. Better Together, a pro-union campaign, works to prevent an
irreversible divorce from the greater United Kingdom. Through Academics Together and other scientific
advocacy groups, Professor Hugh Pennington condemns an isolation of the Scottish superpower, as a
disconnect in united resources would undercut funding for education in a globally respected nation.
I. The Scottish Independence Referendum
The Better Together campaign, headed by Alistair Darling, is a pro-union organization that wishes to keep
Scotland within the United Kingdom come the 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum. The Scottish
independence vote united the three prominent British political parties, being the Labour, Conservatives,
and Liberal-Democrats, an unlikely alliance that formed only as challenges mounted against the founding
principles and privileges afforded to the British people. Scottish separation would come at the expense of
essential services that supply Scots with resources including healthcare, employment, and especially
education. Academics Together, a higher education-focused arm of the pro-Union Better Together
committee, works to resolve confusion in repercussions surrounding the independence vote.
Emeritus professor Hugh Pennington is an established researcher, writer, and speaker within the scientific
community specializing in the field of microbiology. Recently retired from Aberdeen University,
Pennington now advocates for representation and quality in education services, especially within political
spheres. Just at the beginning of this decorated decades-long career, Pennington identified, publicized, and
combatted the E. coli outbreak in 1996. Today, Professor Pennington advises both the Labour Party and
Westminster health departments.
Pennington is mainly motivated by a positive connection with the United Kingdom education system,
reasoning that a drain of funding for Scottish research institutions. Scottish separation from the greater
United Kingdom would not only suppress incoming diversity abroad, but greatly limit funding and access
to high-quality research and education—the quality that brings international affluence to both Brits and
Scots. Independence will further detach Scotland from the “free flow of ideas” that enriches the European
Union. Advocacy for independence stems from a desire for devolution and autonomy but is instead
backed by Brexit-inspired nationalism that fails to account for disparities in public services, not evidence
in any academic realm. The professor’s remarks on depleted funding explicate the necessity of
maintaining open conversation around the Scottish no vote: “The absence of barriers allows not just
funding and people, but ideas and innovation, to flow freely across borders.” It is thus in the best interest
of Scots and Brits alike to maintain membership within the United Kingdom as to unite common interests
and support a strong Scotland.

Delegation from: Better Together
Represented by: Perkins High School
Position Paper for Mairi Thornton
As a director for Better Together, Mairi Thornton along with her other directors seek to prevent
Scotland from separating from the United Kingdom, as Better Together stands on the ground that
if this separation were to occur major consequences would cause a great decline in Scotland both
socially, politically and economically, thus resulting in many issues to arise.
I. Scottish Independence Referendum
The Scottish Independence Referendum was held on September 18th, 2014 to decide whether or
not Scotland would separate from the United Kingdom. The Better Together campaign was formed
in June of 2012, in an effort to have Scotland remain a part of the United Kingdom. During the
2014 Scottish Independence Referendum, Better Together was the principle campaign advocating
for a vote of No. Better Together was formed with the support of the three main pro-union political
parties that reside in Scotland, those being: Scottish Labour, the Scottish Conservatives, and the
Scottish Liberal Democrats.
Mairi Thornton is a member of Better Together’s Board of directors, and has great experience in
a number of administrative roles. She serves as the Corporate Affairs Director for Edinburgh
Conference Center Limited as well as Heriot-Watt Services Limited. As a member of the board of
directors for Better Together, she is responsible for setting up meetings between enterprises in both
Scotland and the mainland of the United Kingdom. Her reason for joining the committee is to
ensure that the relationship between enterprises in both Scotland and the United Kingdom remain
in good standing. She believes that if Scotland were to separate from the United Kingdom, the
relationships between businesses would be shattered, thus leading to Scotland’s economy taking a
sharp decline. Mairi Thornton’s plan of action in the Joint Crisis Committee is to communicate the
importance the United Kingdom has on Scotland’s economy. The relationship between businesses
in the United Kingdom and the businesses in Scotland is vital to Scotland as this relationship would
be severed, if Scotland were to separate from the United Kingdom. Scotland’s separation would
result in the trading of goods becoming very minimal as Scotland would cease to have the
connections the United Kingdom provides in regards to international trade.
In the end, Mairi Thornton wants to ensure that Scotland’s businesses continue to flourish under
the United Kingdom, as remaining united would establish that Scotland’s economy would advance
as businesses would progress hand in hand. This would lead to better international relations
between global enterprises.

Delegation: Lord Mark McInnes
Represented by: St. Vincent-St. Mary High School
Joint Crisis Committee
I.

#indyref The Scottish Independence Referendum

This paper would like to address the ideas of union of Scotland with the United Kingdom. There
has been a lot of history between Scotland and the rest of the UK that states back centuries from
the Hadrin’s Wall to the Earl of Mar to the 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum. These
disagreements start all the way back with the Romans and still continue in modern times.The
Battle of Stirling Bridge is one to remember as thousands of lives were lost in this horrendous
conflict. The whole ordeal hinges on the question of whether Scotland should be fully
independent of the UK or not. The two major parties in this discussion are Yes Scotland and
Better Together with Yes Scotland being for independence and Better Together being for staying
unified in the United Kingdom. There are other parties at play from the governments, but none of
them hold as much power as the main two. During the 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum,
the vote held in favor of Better Together of 55% to 45%. This new committee is to see what the
people of Scotland want now.
As the director of the Scottish Conservatives, this is a very important topic for me. I want to look
out and do what is best for my people to keep them safe and staying with the UK is the best way
to ensure safety for the Scottish people. Due to that, then we have the resources to continue to
grow and continue to live out our heritage. Even though we are strong, I do not wish to see
Scotland struggle and fail under the pressures of being a new and independent country. We
remain unharmed and protected fully with the United Kingdom providing for us what we need,
so why should we risk losing that.
There are many actions and solutions that we can take here. One of the main ones is holding a
committee to discuss the topic at hand. This allows for more thoughts to accumulate to help us
find the best answer. Next, education over the matter is key because we need the people to
understand what is happening around them. This leads to expressing the importance of the topic
will also be insanely beneficial and will inform people about how this will affect them.
Furthermore, funding for this campaign will greatly increase the success of the previously
mentioned actions. Finally, getting more people involved and interested will give us a better idea
of what the public wants.

Committee: The Scottish Independence Referendum, 2014: Better Together v Yes Scotland
Position: Nicola Sturgeon, Scottish Deputy First Minister
School: Saint Vincent-Saint Mary Highschool
Deep rooted within the history and heritage of both British and Scottish people, the conflict between the
two countries is a deeply emotional and convoluted one. The friction is something that cannot be unraveled
and solved neatly, in a single night. But it is something that we as a country need to evaluate. It is something
that needs to be considered with an analytical yet empathetic eye. Relations between Scotland and England
have been tense and violent since practically the beginning of European development. As we can see
through the lens of history, uniting Scotland and England has not ended the social and political struggles
between the two countries. Past government acts have, for the most part, been tilted in favor of upper class
British citizens. Scotland has little control over its own economy under current directives. These factors
have led to rightfully outraged Scots and resentment between the British and Scottish citizens. We are set
to gather at the Scottish Independence Referendum for the purpose of considering and discussing both the
positive and the negative attributes of forming an independent Scotland. Us who will be present at this
debate have a duty to keep the needs of Scottish citizens at the forefront of our minds as we try our hardest
to come to some kind of conclusion.
I, as the Deputy First Minister of Scotland, come into future discussions as an advocate for the needs of the
people. The rights and wellbeing of the Scottish people are extremely important to me, and one of my main
concerns is how becoming an independent state will affect our citizens. My main purpose in the upcoming
referendum is to use my government platform to amplify the voices of the Scots. Their cry for independence
and for their point of view to be taken into consideration can be heard around the world. As a constitutional
monarchist, I believe that our people deserve influence in matters that will affect them. Under British rule,
this is not something that we will gain anytime soon. Yes, there will be growing pains, there will be
backlash. But I believe that the separation of Scotland from England is the only logical route to better
quality of life in the long run. We, as politicians, need to spread our power to the people themselves. We
need to provide citizens with the facts of the situation in ways that are consumable to even the youngest
and oldest of voters. We need to gather information about the Scottish peoples’ views on immigration, as
independence could prove to be a golden opportunity to exert more power over our own affairs and reassess
the rules that have been pushed onto us by the British government. Joining international organizations that
are truly essential to running a nation will take time, but I believe that that inconvenience is a price that is
required to be paid for our independence.
I express my strongest sentiment that we move forward in this fight for Scottish independence deliberately,
but not recklessly. It is in the best interest of our economic situation to take control of our own assets, as
we are being put at a disadvantage by British legislation. However, I feel that we should attempt to remain
allies with England and foster cooperation between our states. Additionally, we need to put plans into place
to spread the message of independence throughout Scotland in a truthful and direct manner. It is exceedingly
pertinent in today’s day and age that we utilize different platforms to reach different groups of citizens.
Only through these actions can we successfully design an independent Scotland that will stand the test of
time.

Delegation from: Phil Anderton
Represented by: Vermilion High School
Position Paper for the Better Together Committee
The issue before the Better Together committee is: The 2014 Scottish Independence Referendum,
with Yes Scotland campaigning for a Yes vote on Scottish independence and Better Together
advocating for Scotland to remain in the United Kingdom. Phil Anderton believes that positive
campaigning that emphasizes the currency issue, how Scotland gains fiscally from the rest of the
United Kingdom, and the friendships and cultural bonds that have been developed across the
United Kingdom would be the most effective in order to secure a No vote.
I.

The Scottish Independence Referendum, 2014: Better Together v Yes Scotland.

This committee was formed because some well-meaning Scots thought that it would be best for
Scotland to break away from the rest of the United Kingdom in order to gain more freedoms. There
is a rich history of differences between England and Scotland that is the primary driver of this
division. Around 425,000,000 years ago, the Iapetus Ocean closed as its ocean floor was subducted
below Laurentia’s southern edge. This subduction caused the collision of parts of Laurentia, which
became Scotland, and Eastern Avalonia, which became England. The geographical differences
between these two regions proved fundamental to their histories, however, they should not be
reason enough to justify the separation of the two countries. Scotland formally became part of the
United Kingdom in 1707, and though initial governments were English-dominated, the Scotland
Act 1998 started the process of devolution. Devolution delegated taxation and other powers to a
new Scottish parliament. This has allowed for more power to be held in Edinburgh and control by
the Scottish people over their government. Though this has been very successful, some have
advocated for more power to be held by Scots alone, and have successfully allowed the question
of Scottish independence to be put to a vote. The Better Together committee was formed in
opposition to the referendum and is a non-partisan group that seeks solely to have Scotland remain
in the United Kingdom.
Phil Anderton is a strong supporter of the Better Together committee and believes that a no vote
would be best in order to protect the currency that Scotland uses, the benefits of united access to
the markets of other countries in the United Kingdom, and the friendships and common endeavors
that Scotland has shared with the rest of the United Kingdom over the past 300 years. Anderton
believes that those who seek independence are well-meaning Scots who want the best vision of
Scotland possible, and thus overtly negative arguments would not be effective. The arguments
presented to the Scottish people should accept that some people want to leave the United Kingdom
and that that is an acceptable position to hold, but they should emphasize what will be missed the
most if Scotland leaves. Emotional arguments should not be looked down upon, and appealing to
the friendly nature of Scots is a strong strategy that should be used throughout the campaign. The
first issue that Anderton provides is the currency question. If Scotland were to leave the United
Kingdom, one of the first issues that would have to be resolved is what currency Scotland would
use. Anderton provides three different solutions to this problem. If Scotland used the sterling as
part of a ‘sterling zone’, the remaining countries of the United Kingdom would be the controlling
voice of the currency, and Scotland would be left to its whims. This issue is still present if Scotland

joined the Euro, as the Eurozone does not differentiate the requirements of its larger and smaller
members, leaving Scotland again not in control. If Scotland created a new currency, it would have
many detrimental effects on business as a whole. Scotland is not a large enough country to remain
fiscally stable independently, and it would still be greatly influenced by the monetary policies of
its neighbors. Though some on the Better Together committee wish to express these sentiments
through a possible Project Fear, that would be harmful as positive campaigning is better at
appealing to more Scots. The second issue that Anderton provides is the positive reasons for
Scotland remaining in the United Kingdom. Though some mention the new oil revenues that would
be open to Scots exclusively, that is outweighed by the fact that the revenues from the oil would
be exclusively used to pay off the debt that Scotland would inherit from the United Kingdom, as
stated by the Scottish Government’s Fiscal Commission. Oil is also projected to run out within the
century, and it is too late to build a sustainable independent economy and government off of it.
This is not to mention the tax revenue that Scotland gains from being a part of the United Kingdom
that would be lost if it became independent. The financial markets in London would no longer
fund Scottish projects through tax dollars, and losing that money would be ultimately harmful to
Scotland as a whole. The third issue that Anderton presented was the friendships and common
endeavors that Scotland has shared with the rest of the United Kingdom, and how unfriendly it
would be to abandon those for selfish reasons. Canny Scots can get the most out of the union as it
exists currently, and removing that would be detrimental to the Scottish economy. The combined
military of the United Kingdom is one of the premier fighting forces in the world, and it is best
equipped to protect Scotland. Dividing that force and removing those ties of partnership that have
served the Scottish people so well would not be good for anyone in the current United Kingdom.
The larger picture of the cultural union is something that should not be severed in order to sustain
goodwill among all people, and severing that in order to selfishly pursue a separate fiscal policy
would be harmful to the Scottish people.
Phil Anderton wishes to work with the Yes Scotland committee in order to accurately present all
arguments in a positive light and to fully showcase how the Better Together committee simply has
more comprehensive arguments that do not sever the relationships that have been established over
centuries. Every member of each committee wishes to do what is best for Scotland and the Scottish
people, and respecting that is paramount in ensuring that the electorate can make an informed
decision. Personal attacks should not be used; any debates should focus on what would be gained,
lost, and remain the same with Scottish Independence. In conclusion, if the Scottish people choose
to leave, that is acceptable, but they will lose more than they will gain.

Delegation: Richard Baker
Represented by: Saint Vincent- St. Mary High School
Joint Crisis Committee
The issue that stands before the Joint Crisis Committee is the topic of the independence of Scotland, and
how to proceed with the referendum in order to decide the fate of the country. As a dedicated member of
the Better Together board, I, Richard Baker will work endlessly to debate the referendum of Scotland and
fight for the union of Scotland and England to stay as one.
#indyref The Scottish Independence Referendum
The states of Scotland and England have had a long history of disagreements and debates that can be
dated all the way back to Roman times. Throughout history, this feud has continued over the overarching
idea of a Scottish referendum fighting for their separation from England. This conflict has continued on
through modern times. As the world sees these two states as one powerful nation of the “United
Kingdom” the power of this nation is seen in full effect in the eyes of the world. In the eyes of some
Scottish and English people, the United Kingdom is looked at to be unstable and lackluster as it is
believed to be formed under an illegitimate parliament and was not supported by many people. For this
reason, Scotland’s independence is continuously being questioned and debated.
As a very active member of the “Better Together board” I believe the only way to protect both England
and Scotland in the present state of the world is through the protective shield of the union. Through the
Better Together campaign, I recognize the diverse challenges and political histories of each state.
However, it is through these divisions that the United Kingdom will find its strength. If these states were
to stand alone as nations, they would not stand strong and stable alone. Instead, if these nations stand
together as one they will take a step onto the global stage as one powerful nation. I, Richard Baker, plan
to create working directives that actively keep the union between Scotland and England in order to not
only allow each state to grow individually through the unique challenges and histories of each state, but I
also plan on growing the power of the United Kingdom. Through my connections with the Better
Together board as well as my skills built as a Party Spokesperson, I plan to gain supporters in support of
voting “No” for Scotland's independence. By using my platform as a spokesperson I not only want to gain
supporters for the Better Together campaign but for myself as well. At this point in time, the support of
the people is everything. Through this power, who knows what I will do next?
By recognizing that strength comes from the union, I will be reflecting on this in my debate through the
Joint Crisis as well. I will work endlessly with the delegates not only in my room but also with those who
I am able to persuade to work with the Better Together campaign. In order to further develop my plans
and gain a new perspective, I am willing to work with delegates on both sides of the feud, as every one of
the delegates only wants to see all states of the United Kingdom prosper. I plan to emphasize the diverse
backgrounds of each state as I believe that a nation can prosper off of the diversity that exists throughout
the world. Overall, through the union of the United Kingdom and the work of many delegates, I am
excited to see both states of Scotland and England prosper.

Delegation: Sir Sean Connery
Represented by: Saint Vincent-Saint Mary High School
Joint Crisis Committee
The issues before the Joint Crisis Committee is the troubling topic of Scotland’s independence and how to proceed with a
Referendum to decide the fate of the country. I, Sir Sean Connery, am wholeheartedly dedicated to inspiring a strong sense of
debate and furthering the mission for Scottish independence.

I.

#indyref The Scottish Independence Referendum

Scotland and England are two distinct states that share a tempestuous history of conflict and debate that dates back to Roman times.
This feuding has persisted and continues to the modern-day with intense arguing over Scottish separation and independence from
England. Unfortunately, despite the myriad of painfully obvious differences between the two states they have remained under one
blanket name, the United Kingdom, and have acted together as one nation in the eyes of the world. However, despite the
international perception that England and Scotland are the same, Scotland has not always been a part of the United Kingdom. These
two states were only joined under the common banner of the United Kingdom due to the dreams of King James that the two
countries eventually unite. Even with this union of Enlgand and Scotland, the actual legitimacy of the newly formed United
Kingdom was doubted and widely viewed as lackluster in the eyes of the English and Scottish people. This justified doubt over the
legitimacy of a union born of the dreams of a naive monarch and a poorly attended parliament session with inadequate
representation continues to be a widespread belief of many Scottish and English people. As a result of this continuation of a justified
belief, the debate about Scottish independence has only heightened and has prompted the rise of the Scottish National Party, with
their admirable goals of Scottish separation and independence from England, in Parliament.The independence movement has
sparked the creation of two distinct sides, Yes Scotland, and its opposite, Better Together. These two groups each approach the
independence movement from a different angle, expressing valid concerns and reasons for each of their perspectives. These two
groups are gaining traction in the debates as a Referendum approaches.
Although not currently an active resident of Scotland, I, Sir Sean Connery, believe that independence is the only way for the country
to move forward in today's advancing global progression. It is no secret that things are changing, and Scotland needs to make its
stand for independence to leave a mark on today's history. What better way to do so than by evolving the great country of Scotland’s
economy by creating a bustling entertainment industry on our grounds. I have many, many connections from my years in the film
industry, ranging from fellow actors and actresses to political leaders, and public personalities. These connections have done me
well in life, and I believe they can continue to help me in the fight for Scotland’s independence. Although I do not live in Scotland
currently, the country still holds important significance in my life, and I am determined to see the success of the Yes Scotland
movement. I can help progress the movement in many ways, but I believe the most effective way would be through the people I
know. My friends are prominent celebrities in the eyes of the general public, and their words are often persuasive and a pushing
force in the right direction. I believe that I, with the assistance of my famous friends, will be able to spread the word of the movement
and advertise the independence movement as well as the positive outcomes that can amass as a result. After all, what better way to
convince someone to do something than by being told by their favorite celebrities? My method has worked for decades, and is sure
to work again.
Although I am firmly dedicated to the independence movement and Yes Scotland, I am not opposed to working with Better Together
by any means. I might not live in Scotland anymore, but my commitment to the country is something that I take very seriously.
Both groups only want to see the country succeed the best they know how. Ultimately, whichever side wins has Scotland’s success
at heart. Independence is Yes Scotland’s end goal, but it will be nearly impossible for that to happen without assistance from those
on the other side. Being able to work with both sides of the debate will allow me a unique opportunity to delve into the perspectives
of both sides of the argument in order to further develop my plans and the plans of my group. The Yes Scotland movement can
likely learn a lot from the Better Together movement, and all I know is that I am ready to fight for Scotland’s future.

