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_Delegation from: Brazil
Represented by: Avon Lake High School
Position Paper for the United Nations World Health Organization Council
The issues before the United Nations World Health Organization today are: Equitable Vaccine Distribution
and Preventing Future Pandemics. The delegation of Brazil is committed to international cooperation to
defeat the current COVID-19 pandemic and the prevention of future possible pandemics.
I.
Equitable Distribution of Vaccines
A large issue facing today's nations is the distribution of vaccines across the world. It has become
increasingly apparent, due to the recent spread of the COVID-19 virus, that vaccine distribution is nowhere
near the level of equitability that Brazil and many other nations deem acceptable. Equitable distribution of
vaccines has been an issue that is not new to the international community and has plagued the world since
the creation of vaccines. In the past multiple complications have contributed to this issue. One of these is
the inability many underdeveloped countries face when attempting to produce and acquire vaccines. This
is a challenge many countries come up against and contributes heavily to the issue of vaccine distribution.
Many nations simply find themselves unable to acquire an adequate amount of vaccines and lack the
financial resources to purchase them. Even once nations do receive vaccines some find it difficult to
effectively distribute them in an efficient and sensible manner. Another problem contributing to the
equitable distribution of vaccines is the role politics and nationalism play. Due to relations with China,
Brazil's two main vaccine production hubs, Fiocruz and the Butantan were forced to pause production of
vaccines after ingredients were not delivered. However, despite all the challenges faced, many efforts have
been made to improve the equitability of vaccine distribution, especially in underdeveloped countries. The
Global Vaccine Alliance (Gavi, created in 2000) has helped countless nations in acquiring and distributing
vaccines. Gavi even had 16 countries transition to fully self-financing their vaccine programmes by the
end of 2019. Brazil supports the efforts of Gavi and others in attempts to equalize the distribution of
vaccines around the globe.
As a country that currently suffers from the effects of poor vaccine distribution, Brazil understands and
stresses the importance of improving this issue. Brazil has, like many nations, felt the impacts of the
COVID-19 virus and the vaccines that go along with it. However, in the past Brazil has attempted to and
been successful in providing and distributing vaccines among its population. In 2015, Brazil had resources
to keep 90-95% of their population easily vaccinated against a number of communicable diseases. This has
fallen in recent years due to the issues mentioned with vaccine distribution. Brazil has also worked closely
in conjunction with the UN and specifically the WHO. Brazil, again in 2015, was awarded a World Health
Organization certification for the eradication of rubella, and then another in 2016 for the elimination of
measles. Brazil supports the WHO and with this group being one of the leading organizations in vaccine
research and communication Brazil wishes to use the WHO for further exploration of solutions to this issue.
The delegation of Brazil wishes for all nations to have access to these vaccines and be able to achieve high
rates of vaccination.
As stated, Brazil believes the issue of vaccine distribution to be a major one that inhibits global health. The
issue at hand is complicated with many angles and smaller issues to address. Brazil believes that the most
efficient way to do so would be breaking the focus into short and long term plans. This would allow for
the proper focus on the issue and allow for a temporary solution while the longer solution plays out. In the
short term Brazil believes it best to split up the distribution and aid of vaccines in underdeveloped countries.
NGOs can be used for region specific and hard to reach areas. They can be need based and identify and
specialize in certain areas. Governmental aid can be used to support and distribute to easy to reach and
widespread areas, and a majority of the areas in the country. Along with distribution Brazil advocates for
the creation of a committee for addressing and evaluating the needs of these countries and their specific

ideas. This committee can also have officials that work directly with governments and attempt to address
corruption and need based aid. Shifting the focus to the long term, Brazil would like to allow for the
creation of an increase of vaccine production in nations in need and need based aid for people. Broken down
by country specific needs and further by prioritization groups. These solutions being implemented would
be the start to a long road to a world where, Brazil wishes, there will be equitable distribution of vaccines.
II.

Preventing Future Pandemics

The Delegation of Brazil is strongly in favor of the countries that are working towards ending the pandemic.
Brazil has a productive history with vaccines in prior pandemics. During the 1980 polio epidemic, Brazil
vaccinated over 10 million people in one day. In 2015, Brazil had the resources to keep 90-95% of the
population easily vaccinated against a number of communicable diseases and the measles, mumps, and
rubella vaccine had a 96.1% coverage. Brazil received a World Health Organization certification for the
eradication of rubella that same year and another award the following year for the elimination of measles.
The Covid-19 pandemic has broken Brazil's streak of vaccination priority and Brazil believes that drastic
measures need to be taken to lower the death rate in Brazil and move towards nearly eradicating the virus.
Brazil reaffirms the importance of proper vaccine distribution and safety precautions regarding trade. As a
country with the second highest Covid-related deaths Brazil understands the need for global cooperation
towards the end of the pandemic and prevention of future pandemics. Brazil has, over the years, executed
many actions toward virus eradication and vaccine distribution. While some current leadership does not,
the Delegation of Brazil will stand by the global efforts to end the pandemic through adequate vaccine
distribution and regulated international trade. Brazil can be a major player in preventing future pandemics
and ending the current one due to its history of eradicating diseases and large possible manufacturing of
vaccines. Along with this, Brazil's Health Ministry signed an agreement for local production of a goal of
30 million doses of the Oxford vaccine in 2020, proving commitment towards the end of the current
pandemic.
As shown, Brazil believes that the issue of recurring pandemics is a major issue. To come to a consensus
of how to prevent future pandemics, the delegation of Brazil recognizes that the council must be aware of
the possible causes of disease. The delegation of Brazil would like to see this committee address two major
issues. An issue surrounding preventing future pandemics is the correlation between disease and
international trade. The other issue is the link between deforestation sites and animal-to-human virus
transmissions. Regarding deforestation, we believe that restricting private owners and companies will result
in a lower rate of deforestation as well as a lower rate of virus transmission. Banning giving subsidies to
private organizations will help move towards little recreational deforestation. Connecting the increasing
rate of virus transmission in deforestation sites, Brazil believes this is a necessary action for the committee.
Concerning international trade, we believe that it is necessary to ban all trade of high-risk species, such as
primates, bats, and rodents. Enhanced wildlife-trade monitoring programs must be instilled by trade
hotspots to ensure the limitation of virus transmission across borders. Alternatives to relatively unmonitored
trade should at the very least be strict limitations on trade regulations. The committee as a whole shares a
common belief that the pandemic has hurt our countries and people and we must improve communication
and cooperation regarding taking steps towards eradicating diseases and preventing pandemics. As well as
limiting deforestation Brazil believes cautious international trade regulations are necessary.

Delegation from: the State of Israel
Represented by: Western Reserve Academy
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
Issues facing the World Health Organization concerning the health and safety of our society are:
How can we ensure an equitable number of vaccines distributed amongst the general populous?
How can we take preemptive action against a future pandemic like COVID-19?
I. Equitable Distribution of Vaccines
Ten percent of Israelis are over the age of 65; that is 983,220 people. With older age comes a
weakened immune system, and a higher susceptibility to COVID-19. When a structure is falling,
do you first reinforce the strongest supports that can withstand more? No, you fortify the weakest
support, and make sure it is stable first. We first need to fortify the older generation of our world,
and those who have underlying medical conditions. Doctors can reach out to patients who they
know have underlying conditions and help them through the process of scheduling a vaccination
for them. A large problem with this is that many elderly people have trouble getting to a
vaccination spot such as a pharmacy. Though available in many places, an option to have a
licensed professional come to a person’s residence and vaccinate them should become a more
standard option.
Vaccines are highly saturated in some parts of the world, and no where to be found in others.
These places with no vaccines should receive most of the focus from countries with surplus.
Keeping the world well rounded in vaccinations is important to reach herd immunity. Most first
world countries have 70 to 90 percent of people with at least one dose of the vaccine, while
many countries in Africa have under three percent. Herd immunization domestically can work in
countries with a 70-90 percent vaccination rate; however, they do not work in the three percent
countries. If we can send the vaccinations from the first world countries to second and third
world countries, then these countries can very quickly get from three percent to thirty to fifty
percent vaccination rate, and later, even higher. In many countries that already do have the 70
percent vaccinated status, 15 to 25 percent of citizens say that they won’t take the vaccine at all,
meaning 5 to 15 percent of unused vaccines in these countries can be brought to other countries
immediately.
The Israeli Health Minister, Nitzan Horowitz, said that “coronavirus knows no borders and does
not differentiate between people”. The Delegation of Israel agrees with this notion, as the people
in a country do not represent their government. Whatever issues we have with said government
can be put aside to save hundreds—if not thousands of lives. Actions have been taken towards this
issue, starting with the donation of one million vaccines to the Palestinian Authority to distribute
amongst Palestinians. Secondly, the United Nations acts as a neutral ally of every member state,
so Peacekeepers could be sent to any member country, with no hostility, to safely distribute
vaccines to anyone who would like one. These same people who go out to the world can also help
educate on what the vaccine does and how it does it. A large part of unvaccinated people just lack
knowledge on these two matters and educate themselves with false information from other sources.

II.

Preventing Future Pandemics

Pandemics have become a more dangerous and widespread reality as international trade, travel,
and collaboration has increased throughout history. The spread of COVID-19 across the globe has
uncovered weaknesses within existing pandemic prevention frameworks and has also highlighted
contributing factors to the spread of emerging and future diseases. As Israel has persevered and
prevailed throughout the COVID-19 pandemic the possibility of future, threatening pandemics has
become increasingly evident. Further research has been done on the prominence of zoonotic
diseases, climate change, and weak infrastructure as a cause and catalyst for pandemics. Currently
these three topics are the biggest hurdles we face, as an international community, when combating
the threat of future pandemics. The delegation of Israel believes that this issue is of great
importance to the WHO, as it is our responsibility to protect the health of current and future
generations. Through emphasis on national sovereignty and working with existing frameworks
created to prevent future pandemics and mitigate contributing factors, the delegation of Israel
believes a solution can be reached.
Israel has been successful in the prevention of the spread of COVID-19 and has lessened its effects
within the nation. Israel took the initiative at the beginning of the pandemic setting strict
regulations, a model they continued to follow throughout the pandemic. Israel supports, and in the
past has taken part as well as implemented regulations supported by The Convention on
International Trade of Endangered Species. These regulations, while they can still be strengthened,
provide important protection against the spread of zoonotic diseases, as well as other dangers. In
addition to this Israel supports International Health Regulations. The IHR should provide stronger
and stricter enforcement of their regulations. It is important to abide by these regulations,
specifically the ones surrounding the spread of zoonotic diseases. Israel would also like to address
the issue of infrastructure. In places prone to poverty, with poor infrastructure, the prevention of
pandemics is more challenging. It is important to aid countries with poor infrastructure, in their
healthcare and addressing new diseases within those nations. Israel would also like to emphasize
the importance of national sovereignty when discussing international health. While transparency
is an important part of the prevention of future pandemics, each nation has a right to control
diseases in ways they see fit, as well as provide or withhold information regarding current and
future health crises.
The delegation of Israel would like to see a comprehensive and inclusive solution found from this
committee. It is important to address all factors that can contribute to the risk of future pandemics.
Additionally, Israel would like to see this committee remain steadfast in their dedication to national
sovereignty. More specifically, a solution that strengthens and supports regulations and
suggestions outlined in the IHR and CITE. Strengthening these regulations must also come with
incentives and enforcement. As zoonotic diseases are a major and current cause of new diseases,
it is important this committee focuses on combating them. Infrastructure support and providing aid
to countries facing health crises is another viable and necessary aspect when solving this issue. It
is important that this committee remains focused on the protection of future and current
generations from health crises.

Delegation from: Swiss Confederation
Represented by: North Royalton High School
Committee: United Nations World Health Organization
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The current issues presented to the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO) are: Equitable Vaccine
Distribution and Preventing Future Pandemics. The Swiss Confederation deeply values public health and looks
fondly upon working with the other WHO members.
I. Equitable Vaccine Distribution
Beginning with the smallpox vaccine in the 18th century, vaccines and equitable vaccine distribution have proven to
be an essential component in fighting the spread of diseases. The current COVID-19 pandemic has shed light on
inequitable vaccine distribution throughout the world. 90% of people living in low and middle-income countries are
highly unlikely to be administered the vaccine in 2021. Underdeveloped countries lack the infrastructure to buy or
produce vaccines, and prioritization and distribution among groups has proven difficult. Transportation requirements
for the COVID-19 are expensive, which can be challenging for lower-income countries. Individuals living in
warzones may be less likely to receive a vaccine because they lack a proper government or receiving a vaccine
would require them to register with the government, thereby putting them at risk. Furthermore, politics, corruption,
and vaccine nationalism has also stunted equitable vaccine distribution. Politics and corruption may cause donated
vaccines to not fall into the hands of those who are most at risk. Therefore, simply donating vaccines to other
nations is not a viable solution. Establishing equitable vaccine distribution also entails determining how the
receiving country allocates and distributes the vaccines among its population.
As of November 2021, Switzerland has fully vaccinated roughly 65% of the country’s population. Switzerland has
enough vaccines for children and adolescents as well as any additional booster vaccines. Switzerland has donated 4
million surplus vaccines to the COVAX Facility, reserving 1.4 million vaccines to vaccinate the remainder of the
Swiss population. Switzerland has advocated and supported equitable vaccine distribution since the beginning of the
COVID-19 pandemic. In 2020, Switzerland donated CHF 20 million to 92 low-income countries for vaccines. Last
April, Switzerland provided CHF 300 million to the Access to COVID-19 Tools Accelerator (ACT-A), wherein
CHF 125 million will be allocated to the COVAX Facility. The COVAX Facility intends to distribute two billion
doses of vaccines to low and middle income countries. So far, 88 million vaccines have been administered. The
COVAX Facility is run by Gavi, the Vaccine Alliance, the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI)
and the WHO. As the host country of Gavi, the WHO, and the co-chair of the Friends of the COVAX Facility,
Switzerland is an adamant supporter of international vaccination efforts.
Gavi, a public-private organization, is in charge of procurement and delivery for COVAX. Since Gavi’s founding, it
has vaccinated more than 888 million children against deadly diseases. Since corruption and politics are a prominent
issue in equitable vaccine distribution, seeking out assistance from international partnerships, such as COVAX and
other private organizations, would be beneficial. COVAX prioritizes a country’s most vulnerable populations for
vaccination. At this point in the pandemic, the best way to combat it is to increase vaccination rates. COVAX has
already pledged hundreds of millions of vaccines to numerous countries, and is continuing to work with public and
private organizations to distribute doses. COVAX offers a feasible solution to fair vaccine distribution, all it needs is
funding. Switzerland has donated and continues to donate to global vaccination through COVAX and encourages
other developed countries to consider contributing to COVAX to prevent vaccines from going to waste and curb the
pandemic.

II. Preventing Future Pandemics
Preventing pandemics has always been a spot for improvement, and the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic has been a
grave reminder of this. This is not the first time the world has faced a deadly pandemic, and it will certainly not be
the last. The primary way diseases used to spread used to be through human contact, but now animals and the
wildlife trade are the most prominent origin for pathogens. Wildlife trade is poorly regulated and any regulations set
in place are poorly funded and lack any real power to make a difference. Another way pandemics can occur is
through deforestation and melting arctic ice. Deforestation causes humans and animals to come into contact,
increasing the chances of transmitting a zoonotic disease. Melting arctic ice is hazardous because it may be
contaminated with harmful diseases. The WHO has provided framework for addressing the issue, such as ensuring
global vaccination; vaccinations are the best way to prevent a second outbreak of a disease. Preventing pandemics
will require countries to take a more proactive approach rather than seek recompense like in the case of the COVID19 pandemic.
Since 1995, Switzerland has implemented systemic preparations for an influenza pandemic. Even though it requires
a large amount of resources to keep these policies in order, there is high return when a pandemic does occur. The
Swiss Influenza Pandemic Plan is updated regularly based on the current situation. The plan focuses on six main
principles: implementing health measures to slow the spread, assuring healthcare, assuring a supply of antiviral
drugs, antibiotics, and vaccines, vaccinating those who want to get vaccinated, maintaining a normal as possible
social and economic setting, and informing the public. On February 28, 2020, at the start of the COVID-19
pandemic, Switzerland prohibited all gatherings with more than 1,000 people, on March 16, a State of Extraordinary
Situation under the Federal Law of Epidemics was declared, and on March 20, all gatherings with above 5 people
were banned. On December 19, 2020, Switzerland approved the Pfizer–BioNTech COVID-19 vaccine for use. As of
November 2021, 65% of the Swiss population has received two doses of the vaccine and 67% has had at least one
dose. Switzerland’s strategy focuses on vaccinations, tests, and non-pharmaceutical measures to contain pandemics.
Switzerland wants to see a commitment in vaccination, particularly in countries that have not reached the 60%
threshold. For the future, more transparency is needed from the country of origin regarding extremely communicable
diseases. Additionally, faster closure of borders is needed. Transparency and closing of travel by China in 2004
prevented the bird flu becoming a pandemic. In contrast, the obfuscation of internal affairs in China allowed
COVID-19 to spread among its own people to the point where it was impossible to contain. Switzerland finds
meddling in the animal trade overreaching on the sovereignty of other nations. Deforestation causing increased
interaction with humans is not sufficiently proximal to disease spread to warrant action by the WHO. Instead,
nations should be focusing on transparency and border control. All of us need to learn the importance of proactive
and early action because once a communicable disease reaches critical mass, we are all limited to damage control as
we can no longer extinguish the proverbial fire.

Delegation from: Canada
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The key concerns needed to be addressed by the World Health Organization are: Equitable Vaccine Distribution and
Preventing Future Pandemics. Canada is committed to improving the standard of health for all and ensuring quality
health services are accessible worldwide in the midst of crises.
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

As a member of the World Health Organization, improving international healthcare systems is a goal for Canada. A
vital part of this is providing access to vaccination to all people regardless of financial status. Millions have died and
millions more have been diagnosed with COVID-19 in the span of the past two years. Access to vaccination has
become a huge problem worldwide including within Canada. These types of large-scale pandemics have been common
in the past, such as the polio epidemic in the 1950s, which came to an end with the introduction of wide-scale
vaccination. However, within countries where vaccinations were not distributed equitably, there are still very large
polio transmission rates. Nevertheless, this time, increasing vaccination distribution for COVID-19 in other countries
will procure a response unlike the polio epidemic. Canada has seen a very large vaccination rate and can widen its
view to the international community, where many countries have yet to gain access to vaccines. There is an alarming
inconsistency in vaccine distribution which Canada needs to assist as a country of privilege.
Canada is working collectively with other nations to improve access to vaccines worldwide to prevent the spread of
diseases including COVID-19. The vaccination rate for COVID-19 in Canada is currently 78% of the population as
Canada has been quick in distributing vaccines efficiently to its population by ordering 400 million vaccine doses in
May of 2021. As the majority of the population of Canada gets vaccinated, the scope must widen to the international
community where millions of people need to get vaccinated immediately. Canada is a member of COVAX, which is
led by the Coalition for Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI) and World Health Organization (WHO) and has
shipped 507 million vaccines through this vaccine distribution organization. In July of this year, Canada began by
transporting vaccines to 134 countries where vaccines were not readily available due to scarcity. Canada has shown
devotion to global endeavors to beat the pandemic by providing over $2.5 billion in financial aid worldwide. These
efforts are contributing to the reduction of the spread of COVID-19 which has wreaked havoc on the world. Canada
has announced that it will provide support worldwide so that everyone, everywhere can gain access to vaccines
To be sure everyone can access vaccines, it is important to close the financial disparities between low and high-income
countries. While Canada has provided millions of vaccines worldwide and within the nation, the biggest problem to
address is distributing those vaccines. It is important to ensure that not only the upper class is getting access to the
vaccines that everyone needs. The price of accessing vaccines needs to be lowered to accommodate the vast financial
discrepancies within many countries that Canada sends vaccines to. By donating to organizations such as the
International Monetary Fund (IMF), Canada provides equal vaccine access. Thus, Canada will help usher the world
out of the current pandemic. COVAX has set the goal to vaccinate about 30% of the population in every nation by the
end of this year and further donations that will raise vaccine supply can boost the percentage of vaccination. Canada
must provide donations to make this goal possible. It is also crucial that Canada encourages other countries of wealth
to do the same. Within Canada, efforts have been made to ensure that every person who desires vaccines can get one
regardless of financial standing. This has been accomplished through four projects: The Eastern Ontario Health Unit
(EOHU), Nova Scotia’s Department of Health and Wellness, The University of British Columbia, and Women’s
Health in Women’s Hands. All of these programs promote research in vaccinations and educate different populations
on vaccines to reduce vaccine hesitancy. Beyond Canada, other countries must support projects such as these to further
spread access to vaccines. Canada can improve vaccination access for all by applying projects and systems that already
exist within Canada to other countries and donating towards plans to distribute vaccines.
I.

Preventing Future Pandemics

As COVID-19 emerged in late 2019, it left millions devastated and killed 5.15 million worldwide. COVID-19, which
first emerged in Wuhan, China, spread extensively worldwide. Not only were a devastating amount of lives lost, but
COVID-19 also contributed to a recession worse than the Great Recession of 2008. COVID-19 caused poverty levels

to skyrocket to the point of pushing 75 million people worldwide into poverty. The drastic effects of COVID-19 left
many countries to ask what could be done to prevent future pandemics. To do this, it’s imperative to examine the
history of pandemics and find the underlying cause. Pandemics date back hundreds of years. The first emerging
pandemic was the Justinianic Plague in the Byzantine empire, which arose when new groups began connecting,
causing new diseases to emerge. Pandemics have been devastating millions for years. The Spanish flu, which occured
from 1918-1920, devastated many, similarly to COVID-19. During the Spanish flu, many people were hesitant to take
preventive measures, which contributed to the vast spread. A similar situation happened during COVID-19, when
many people didn’t take the precautions that the World Health Organization recommended (e.g., vaccines, masks,
social distancing, et cetera) Many experts have identified the major causes of the pandemics as: zoonotic outbreaks,
deforestation, melting sea ice, global temperatures, wildlife trade, et cetera. It is Canada’s responsibility to ensure and
prevent the emerging of future pandemics.
Canada has been committed to defeating the two major causes of pandemics: climate change and zoonotic outbreaks.
As for climate change, Canada was one of the first parties to sign the Paris Agreement, which commits countries to
reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 30% below 2005 levels before 2030. Canada has taken an extra step by enacting
a plan that ensures net-zero emissions by 2050. In December of 2020, Canada introduced the A Healthy Environment
and a Healthy Economy plan, a strengthened climate framework. This plan ensures the reduction of pollution and
creates a better economy along with more jobs which will, in turn, stimulate the economy while greatly reducing
climate change in the long run. This plan, along with the Paris Agreement, allows for global warming to be reduced,
which will lessen the risks of pandemics since climate change is a major cause of pandemics. Beyond climate change,
preventing zoonotic outbreaks has been a primary goal for Canada. Since Canada’s breeding of animals creates prime
conditions for the extreme spread of diseases, Canada must take action to prevent this. Canada has already ensured
that commercial wildlife trade must align with the Wild Animal and Plant Protection and Regulation of International
and Interprovincial Trade Act (WAPPRIITA). WAPPRIITA ensures the stipulation of federal permit requirements for
wildlife and trade. Canada has also signed onto an international agreement known as the Convention on the
International Trade In Endangered Species of Wild Flora and Fauna (CITES). CITES aims at protecting endangered
species and Canada has been committed to recognizing this legislation. This protects animals from being bought and
sold which leads to a decrease in the spread of zoonotic diseases because of the lessened transmission of animals.
Canada believes that to prevent pandemics, policies must be implemented that help stop the upward trend of climate
change and the spreading of zoonotic diseases. As for climate change, Canada believes that it is crucial to encourage
other countries to sign onto the Paris Agreement and that it should be heavily promoted by countries, including
Canada. Canada also believes it is necessary to continue to cut back on pollution rates while still providing countries
with environmentally friendly jobs that help the environment and the economy. Canada must create market incentives
(e.g., a carbon tax) to promote climate-friendly laws and policies that cut global warming, reducing the effects of
climate change and the usage of high-carbon fuels. By taking these actions, Canada can help reverse the effects of
climate change, which will stop the spread of disease-causing pandemics. As for zoonotic diseases, the Animal
Protection Party of Canada believes that the easiest way to reduce the spread of these diseases is to promote and
educate people on the benefits of eliminating and reducing the consumption of animal products. They support the idea
that Health Canada categorizes the consumption of such animals as a “health emergency”, which will reduce the
number of people consuming these animals through education. While it might not be feasible in many countries, the
“New Food Deal'' by Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada helps animal producers in Canada go from animal products
to plant agriculture to reduce the health risk associated with animal agriculture. Canada must help implement similar
policies in other countries to help stop the spread of pandemics which stem from zoonotic diseases.

Delegation from: India
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The concerns to be addressed by the World Health Organization are: Equitable Vaccine Distribution and
the Prevention of Future Pandemics. India is devoted to the succession of health amongst people and
expresses its hope for equal vaccines amongst many countries, and to prevent any pandemics from
happening.
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

Many countries in Southeast Asia have been hit extremely hard by our ongoing COVID-19 cases.
Countries such as these, are lacking in the resources to fund their support in vaccine development,
causing some of them to have a complete breakout. As being one of the countries hit hardest with
COVID-19, India has made remarkable investments towards vaccine production. Because of this,
India’s COVID-19 cases have dropped significantly and are now helping other countries by
donating vaccines and resources to aid their infrastructure. While nations such as the US, being
one of the most successful countries in vaccine manufacturing, have been donating large amounts
of vaccines towards smaller nations. Vaccines are an essential part of global health, as an equitable
distribution would help slow down or stop the spread of communicable diseases.
Recognizing the importance of vaccination of citizens, the Indian government and its people firmly
believe that the distribution of vaccines to other nations is essential to ending the pandemic. India
has been one of the main suppliers for Southeast Asian countries. However, as of May 2021, there
has been a halt to vaccine access to many locations across India. Due to the inequity and division,
the government has inflated the price of vaccines, making it less readily available for citizens.
Political issues in India led to a health crisis , making way for one of the highest COVID-19 case
rates in the world. The Serum Institute of India, one of the biggest vaccine makers by volume, had
severely increased their rates of vaccine production to vaccinate people. During these times, India
had to cut back on exports to focus their efforts on health care, while cutting down on COVID
rates as much as possible. Months later, India’s crisis has subsided, and now, India is funding
multiple vaccine manufacturers and the economical infrastructure of many other nations to help
stop the spread of disease. As of November 2021, 70% of the adults in India have received the first
dose of the COVID-19 vaccine.The Serum Institute of India has been providing vaccines to
neighboring countries and has recently supplied some of them with almost 3 million doses for free.
With trading partners such as Bangladesh and Iran, India has made remarkable advancements in
the production and distribution of vaccines.
India firmly stands upon the availability of vaccines to its citizens at a low cost. As of right now,
they are currently trying to develop 6 local vaccines by the end of this year. Healthcare workers
are currently at a priority right now, and currently, most investments are made towards health care
to promote the availability and affordability of these vaccines. Being part of Gavi COVAX, India
to end this pandemic, the vaccination of the majority of people is a priority. Along with COVAX,
India is also currently delivering vaccines to an increasing population ASAP. COVAX have
funded a large amount of money towards every nation to the point where every country can
vaccinate 20% of their population Although vaccines may not be as available or affordable to

some, India strongly stands on the grounds to make vaccines completely free, and fund medical
workers around the globe so as to make it more local to an increasing number of citizens by the
day.

II.

Prevention of Future Pandemics

India has been starting to effectively handle healthcare to provide for its citizens. As one of the
countries hit hardest by COVID-19, India has been making remarkable investments towards
healthcare to prevent diseases. India has many programs such as the Divisions of Zoonotic
Diseases that work on limiting the spread of zoonotic diseases. Due to India’s crisis, the country
has started to fund more towards vaccine production and safety precautions during the lockdown
period. As a result India’s COVID-19 rates have drastically decreased in the past few months,
paving the way to expand aid to more nations.
Recognizing the importance of regulating wildlife, India has taken precautions using organizations
such as the Centre for Wildlife Rehabilitation and Conversation, a hospital to work on animals to
halt the spread of zoonotic diseases. This allows the spread to diminish significantly and prevents
it from affecting people working with the animals. Although this may be the only wildlife faculty
in India, they have made remarkable investments in the care of wildlife. These investments are
important for preventing possible diseases from transferring outside. The care for wildlife is very
significant to halt the spread of zoonotic diseases and prevent future pandemics. With India’s
health risks on the line, many biological labs have been set up around the country. These labs are
used for creating and utilizing GMOs (Genetically Modified Organisms). Their usage of biosafety
and biosecurity prevents any sort of unintentional contamination to the workers and often ties in
with a multitude of sectors. These sectors include: healthcare, food safety, agriculture, livestock,
and the environment. This allows these experiments and pathogens to be inside secure locations to
disallow them from escaping and affecting the civilians.
As mentioned in the new biosafety guidelines issued by the DBT (Department of Biotechnology),
there is a necessity for higher standard laboratories. India has been serving low-standard
laboratories and has been deemed as non-credible by the public, but in recent months, they have
invested in these labs to promote their policies within biosafety and biosecurity. Defined under the
1986 Environment Protection Act, they aim to prevent biological materials from leaving their
designated space and to prevent unintended consequences when GMOs are released into the
environment. Although the biosecurity regulations do differ from this act, This decreases the risk
of virus outbreak from any organisms and has strengthened biosafety management in India.
Because of the COVID-19, India and other countries work together to prevent any other future
pandemics from occurring.

Delegation from: The United States of America
Represented by: Mentor High School
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The subjects before the World Health Organization are: Equitable Vaccine Distribution;
Preventing Future Pandemics. The United States requests collaboration between all countries
present in the council to create resolutions that will effectively eliminate such conflicts facing the
world today.
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

Even as society moves further into the twenty-first century, vaccine distribution fails our most
impoverished countries. The under-developed nations face higher rates of disease among its
citizens, regardless of vaccination status. While some work has been done to combat this issue
globally, it is overall overlooked, even in the face of the current COVID-19 pandemic.
As for the United States, vaccines are widely available. In recent months, the flu shot and
COVID-19 vaccines have been offered free of charge throughout numerous drug stores, doctors
offices, clinics, and more. Furthermore, parents can vaccinate their children from birth until
eighteen, at which point people may decide for themselves. These include countless life-saving
vaccines including Hepatitis B (HepB) and Measles, mumps, rubella (MMR). The United States
is fortunate to offer these as childhood vaccinations. This effective, safe method of controlling
diseases limits the epidemics the United States must face to continue protecting vulnerable
populations, however understanding not all nations have this power. This gap has become
undeniably clear throughout the vaccine distribution for COVID-19. While only 58.5% of the
United States population is fully vaccinated, this is by choice, not because of limited resources.
On the other hand, countries in central Africa, such as Ethiopia, Niger, and Chad, have less than
two percent of their citizens fully vaccinated. This gap proves to significantly disadvantage those
throughout the world as all countries attempt to battle and survive the devastating COVID-19
pandemic roughly from March 2020. The cost of the vaccine, the amount of vaccines available,
and the lack of available resources to vaccinate citizens all contribute to the lack of COVID-19.
Vaccine companies, not just those who produced coronavirus vaccines, raise the price on their
product to the extent that some countries bought COVID-19 vaccines for twenty-four times the
actual cost. This directly impacts poorer nations who simply lack the funds to provide this for its
citizens. Despite high prices, wealthy nations also buy a surplus of vaccines that actually end up
going to waste.
To combat this danger, recently many G7 powers, including the United States, have put efforts
toward COVAX, a system for distributing vaccines to people in underdeveloped nations,
specifically those populations most at risk. However, a lack of funding currently prevents it from
reaching its full potential. The United States plans to continue its efforts to help those in other
nations to receive the vaccines they lack in order to end these epidemics and create a healthier
future globally.

II.

Eliminating Future Pandemics

Most recently, the COVID-19 pandemic has taken the world by storm, seemingly overnight.
However, many scientists and those in this community have known the next pandemic was
coming. In fact, even Bill Gates gave a TedTalk titled, “The Next Outbreak. We’re Not Ready.”
in 2019, following the global outbreak of ebola. This awareness is one that should be shared by
all as the United States, along with the world, moves into a time when pandemics are more easily
created than ever before.
According to the Intergovernmental Platform on Biodiversity and Ecosystem Services (IPBES)
report from 2020, almost two thirds of emerging diseases are of animal origin. Focusing efforts
on these zoonotic diseases, such as COVID-19, will greatly decrease the world’s chance of
experiencing another pandemic such as the one currently going on. Zoonotic disease spreads
through direct and indirect contact, insect bites, water, and food. That being said, washing your
hands and avoiding these insect bites are key measures in preventing infection. With this
knowledge, there are efforts already in place to attempt to mitigate the devastating impacts of
such diseases. In the United States, the National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infection
Diseases (NCEZID) deals with all diseases under these classifications, including rabies and
anthrax to name a few. One thing to understand in terms of this issue is that it is being propelled
by climate change. Warmer temperatures raise the time for these infections and diseases to travel
from animals to humans. It should also be noted that the increasing number of workers in this
work also contributes to the number of people exposed to these diseases, furthering the chance of
becoming patient zero in the next pandemic. The most important thing nations can focus on now
is surveillance in order to look for early warning signs. If countries are able to detect diseases
earlier, then consequently the damage can be reduced and other nations can decide the best
course of action to keep their citizens safe, or furthermore, to help those already impacted.
Recently, the CDC’s National Center for Emerging and Zoonotic Infectious Diseases announced
a funding opportunity entitled: Improving national capacity to address the growing problem of
vector-borne diseases via support for regional Centers of Excellence for vector-borne diseases.
Efforts like these will allow researchers and scientists to develop a deeper understanding of such
diseases, and ultimately how to prevent and treat them. Elsewhere, research is being done similar
to that of East Africa where Rift Valley Fever (RVF) runs rampant. However, thanks to funding
and further research, it was found that when RVF is at its worst, so is the weather phenomenon
El Niño. Another effort, one that encompasses nationally globally is that of One Health. One
Health is made up of local initiatives and global ones. This group encourages participation
throughout the world to explore life as humans and animals are increasingly intertwined. To
combat these escalating complications, the United States seeks global transparency on these
issues and encourages the surveillance of zoonotic diseases.

Delegation from: Kingdom of Denmark
Represented by: Mentor High School
Position Paper for the World Health Association
The topics surrounded by the World Health Association are as follows: Equitable Vaccine
Distribution and Preventing Future Pandemics. The Kingdom of Denmark supports the prevention
of future pandemics and agrees that vaccine distribution is important and many of their population
has received the vaccine.
I. Equitable Vaccine Distribution
Equitable Vaccine distribution is vital because it can help slow the spread of COVID-19 and other
variants and subsequently save many lives. This means making sure the right amount of people
compared to the population have the vaccine. The global impact of this would be people coming
in and out of different countries like Denmark and various other diseases being spread as a result
of the vaccine not being distributed to those countries. This can result in the unnecessary loss of
many lives.
Denmark has been donating money to the World Health Association and have previously stated
that they plan to distribute 1 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccines accesably. Vaccine
distribution can affect Denmark in many ways and if done correctly, can have an impact on the
decrease of COVID-19. This then will prevent other countries from spreading other epidemics to
Denmark through traveling. Denmark’s future ideas for 2022 plan to put an end to this. They plan
to manufacture mRNA vaccines. This includes the advanced technology that is contained within
Pfizer,
BioNTech,
and
Moderna.
Denmark stands behind equitable vaccine distribution, proudly. Denmark is ready and able to work
with other countries to provide equitable vaccine distribution.

II. Preventing Future Pandemics
Pandemics are an unexpected event that can take place and they can cause pandemonium and
wreak havoc on a country if not dealt with properly. Countries should be prepared for this kind of
event and take the proper actions in order to prevent any more pandemics in their country. The
global impacts of pandemics are catastrophic and can cause panic worldwide. Denmark supports
the prevention of future pandemics and will do everything they can to stop another global disaster.

Even though Denmark has one of the highest infection rates, they are giving out the most vaccines
a day. Denmark is also giving out the most tests for Covid-19 than anyone else. Denmark is
averaging only 1 death a day which compared to the U.S’s average of more than 800 a day shows

Denmark's readiness and overall response to the pandemic. This does not mean that the threat of
Covid has been completely eradicated but in Denmark covid has become a manageable threat and
one that won’t cause large scale economic shut downs. Based on how Denmark has handled the
Covid19 pandemic it is safe to say that if there is another unexpected pandemic, Denmark will be
able to handle it efficiently and effectively.
Denmark is open to working with other countries within the WHO to prepare for future pandemics.
Denmark is willing to contribute knowledge and funds to achieve this goal.

Delegation from: Republic of Finland
Represented by: Mentor High School
Position Paper for the United Nations World Health Organization
The topics presented to the World Health Organization are as follows: Equitable Vaccine
Distribution and Preventing Future Pandemics. The Republic of Finland has already proved to be
successful in the areas that the prior topics covered. In consequence of the current pandemic,
Finland has proven to excel in fairly distributing vaccines globally and previous policies and
actions have helped prevent the widespread of COVID-19 within the nation. Finland is dedicated
to collaborating with other countries to ensure impartial vaccine distribution and plan for future
pandemics.
I. Equitable Vaccine Distribution
Equitable vaccine distribution between countries is essential to successfully eradicate the disease
entirely. To effectively eradicate a disease, you cannot only focus on your country but the world
as a whole. Equitable vaccine distribution means donating and ensuring less fortunate countries
vaccines to combat diseases. In modern times, the world has been faced with many challenging
diseases. For example, polio hit the world globally with 350,000 cases worldwide in 1988. Now,
because of equitable and accessible vaccines, the number of wild poliovirus cases has declined
99.9% with it being eradicated from all countries except for Afghanistan and Pakistan. Eradicating
polio was accomplished by ensuring all countries had access to the vaccines which shows the only
way to eradicate current and future diseases is to have equitable vaccine distribution in place.
Over the course of COVID-19, Finland’s response has been overwhelmingly positive. Regarding
equitable vaccine distribution, Finland has donated EUR 10 million to the international Vaccine
Alliance Gavi. According to Gavi’s website, its mission is to, “save lives and protect people's
health by increasing equitable and sustainable use of vaccines”. By donating to Gavi, Finland
ensures that they will help in the fight for fair vaccine distribution to undeveloped countries.
Finland also proposes to donate unused vaccine doses from their joint vaccine contract with the
EU. Donating leftover vaccine doses ensures that not only Finnish residents receive the covid
vaccine but other people in different countries do as well. Ville Skinnari, Minister for Development
Cooperation and Foreign Trade in Finland also stated, “Multilateral cooperation and global
improvement of availability of vaccines are essential for ending the pandemic. Our pledge to Gavi
proves that Finland is committed to enhancing vaccine solidarity”. In summary, Finland has donated
vaccines to organizations that pledge to equitably distribute doses to underdeveloped countries, and
Finland has come forth and said that the availability of vaccines is essential for eradication.
The Republic of Finland is dedicated to providing fair vaccine distribution and working with other
countries in order to provide them. Finland supports the World Health Organization’s endeavor in
providing equitable vaccine distribution. Finland is willing to donate remaining funds and or vaccine

doses if it aids in eradicating the disease. Finland believes that in order to eradicate a disease, countries
have to make a global effort.

II. Preventing Future Pandemics
Over the years, it has been proven that globally, countries are under-prepared for preventing
pandemics and widespread viruses. Oftentimes, the effect of a pandemic can be challenging to
predict. Countries have to rely on their citizens to do their part in slowing down the spread of the
disease. However, governments still need to implement policies and measures to better prevent a
pandemic. These measures can include having an effective pandemic response plan, an abundant
reserve for pandemic response plans, proper healthcare for citizens, and proper research funding.
Finland’s response to the current pandemic shows the effectiveness of its current system. Finland
has a very low rate of death due to COVID-19, approximately 1,100 deaths. In Finland, officials
have found ways to utilize their systems to track down health threats, in order to put an end to the
spread of harmful diseases. Finland had also been holding a stockpile of medical supplies in case
of a medical crisis, these supplies have been saved and untouched since the Cold War. Having this
stockpile of medical supplies enabled Finland to have an effective response to the initial start of
the current pandemic. As a result of this, Finland has been fighting COVID-19 extremely
successfully with 85% of those eligible (12+) having received their first dose of the vaccine. To
prepare for COVID-19, Finland constructed a plan based on the influenza pandemic. This plan
enacts a group of highly educated individuals to coordinate and instruct the government on the
appropriate measures to take to stop the spread of an infectious disease. To combat any diseases,
the Finnish government created “The Government Decree on Communicable Diseases” which
outlines the actions that should be taken to ensure the safety of citizens.
The Republic of Finland supports the idea of creating a global guideline to properly combat the
possibility of future pandemics. Finland is optimistic about cooperating with other countries to
create a global guideline to properly prevent a pandemic. Finland is willing to share its own plans
and successful measures to help other countries combat future pandemics.

Delegation from: Netherlands
Represented by: Avon High School
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The issues presented to the World Health Organization are equitable vaccine distribution and
preventing future pandemics. In light of the ongoing COVID-19 pandemic, these two topics are
very important to the Netherlands as we have developed a name for ourselves as leaders in public
health. The Netherlands is home to some of the most influential pharmaceutical companies, some
of which have been key players in the making and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines in the past
year. In addition, the Dutch government is committed to preventing future pandemics as shown
through their collaboration with the World Health Organization on a variety of public health
movements.
I. Equitable Vaccine Distribution
Although the Netherlands are considered leaders in public health, our response to the COVID-19
pandemic in terms of vaccine distribution was lacking compared to our neighboring countries.
On January 6th, 2021, the Netherlands began vaccine distribution, making us the last European
Union country to do so. This delay in rollout can be explained by the public health leaders'
confidence in the AstraZeneca vaccine, which did not require refrigeration but was not approved
for distribution in the European Union until the end of January. The first vaccine approved by the
was the Pfizer-BioNTech vaccine, which required to be deep-freezed while in storage. While the
Netherlands were able to get thousands of doses for their citizens, we only had equipment
available to store their vaccines at a central location and were not able to distribute the vaccines
for weeks following the vaccine’s approval, putting us much behind our neighboring countries.
Once we were finally able to get our hands on the equipment needed to properly distribute the
vaccine, we followed a roll-out program similar to other countries that were based on those most
vulnerable to complications from the virus. We began by vaccinating healthcare workers that
worked with COVID-19 patients and people in long-term care facilities such as nursing homes.
Then we moved on to distribution by medical need and age group. As of November 2021, we are
proud to report 82.7% of individuals 12 and older have been vaccinated with all doses of their
given vaccine, with vaccinations by age groups differing only from 61% for younger groups who
have only recently been granted access to the vaccine and 89% for older groups.
As shown by the response to the COVID-19 vaccine crisis, the Netherlands was not able to give
its citizens equal access to vaccines compared to other countries of the European Union. Our
citizens were understandably outraged by this delay, however, the government and public health
leaders have been working hard ever since to make sure our vaccine rollout is up to par with
other nations. We believe that all our citizens deserve the best access to health care available, and
are devastated that our citizens received delays in their vaccinations. As for distribution for
different individuals, we believe that those at the most risk should receive vaccines first. We
began our distribution with health care workers exposed to COVID-19 every day while on the

job and people living in long-term care facilities that were subject to deadly outbreaks. Next, we
trickled down age brackets, while giving those with medical conditions priority, because it was
evident to us that the older age brackets were more at risk for death from COVID-19
complications. While we did prioritize those at-risk individuals, we also made sure that our
citizens all had equal access to the vaccine once we had enough doses to vaccinate all age
groups. The Netherlands strongly believes in equal access to health care, including vaccines, for
all of its citizens, and therefore worked diligently throughout the past year to get all of its citizens
vaccinated against COVID-19.
II. Preventing Future Pandemics
The Netherlands is very committed to preventing future pandemics, as shown by our support of
the World Health Organization in its ability to immediately respond to virus outbreaks and other
public health crises. In the past year, we have invested almost $70 million to assist the work of
the WHO, much of which has been distributed to the Contingency Fund for Emergencies (CFE).
The Netherlands’ considerable support allowed the WHO to lay the framework for support and
flexible funds during the global COVID-19 pandemic response and more effectively prevent the
spread of the virus. The Netherlands’ contributions go to providing funding and support for
crucial activities including in the areas of emergency readiness, primary health care,
antimicrobial resistance, and pharmaceuticals, all of which are important actions to preventing
and slowing the spread of pandemics, while also promoting collaboration with a number of
leading Dutch organizations.
The Netherlands strongly believes that preventing future pandemics can only be done through
joint international action. The COVID-19 pandemic revealed that single country solutions are not
suitable when it comes to the spread of transmittable diseases in the fast-paced and highly
connected world we live in today. In 2016, the national alliance initiative, the Netherlands Centre
for One Health (NCOH) was launched by Utrecht University. The NCOH’s main goal is to find
solutions to global health issues including outbreaks of emerging infectious diseases. One health
acknowledges the interconnection between people, animals, plants, and their shared
environment. One health perceived that SARS-CoV-2, Severe Acute Respiratory Syndrome
Coronavirus 2, most likely emerged as a result of human actions like deforestation, the trade, and
consumption of wildlife, and international travel. We are in a great position to take action in
preventing future pandemics with the collaboration of Wageningen University & Research which
developed their own one health initiative called ERRAZE@WUR (Early Recognition and Rapid
Action in Zoonotic Emergencies). The ERRAZE@WUR initiative also helps build the research
foundation to prevent future pandemics and limit the impact they have. By combining the ideas
from the ERRAZE@WUR and the NCOH we can implement one health in all policies and more
effectively work to prevent future pandemics. The Netherlands firmly believes that nations need
to work together and implement one health policy to avoid future pandemics.
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Delegation from : Ghana
Represented by : St Edward High School
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

COVID-19 is a global epidemic that has not spared Ghana from widespread death and infection,
as much of the world has been experiencing since the beginning of 2020. To date (November
2021), Ghana has reported 1,206 deaths and 130,649 infections. Ghana strongly believes that the
most effective way to stop the spread of the virus is through the use of COVID vaccines.
Distribution of the vaccine has been challenging for Ghana because of cost and primarily lack of
geographical communication and access to every region of the country. However with very
creative cost-effective distribution ideas, Ghana is determined to fully vaccinate 10% of the
population in the next in the coming months. Approximately 1.6 million Ghanaians, equivalent
to about 5.2% of the population, are already fully vaccinated as of November 2021.
Ghana recognizes the urgency of distributing COVID vaccines as soon as they become available
in the country and has found practical and cost-effective approaches to facilitate this. It is the
first African country to receive nearly one million doses from COVAX ( a vaccination
distribution arm of WHO), and approximately 3 million doses from the US and UK. Ghana is
grateful to have the support of many other European nations which have shared their abundant
vaccines also. With the guidance of COVAX, Ghana has organized a national COVID
management team that liaises with a private logistics company (UPS – United Parcels Service)
which has helped provide and support many cold facilities in the country to where the vaccine
doses are transported. Additionally the company, Zipline, has provided drones to fly the vaccine
doses out to more remote locations to be distributed in small clinics. COVAX has been
instrumental in these efficient, on-demand delivery approaches which has started the process of
making the precious vaccines accessible to various areas in the country. In June of 2021, the
World Bank approved a $200 million COVID-19 Emergency Preparedness and Response Project
Second Additional Financing. The money has and will continue to support the government of
Ghana and its vaccine distribution efforts. Further, this financial support will strengthen Ghana’s
health systems for future pandemics, as it re-assesses its unpreparedness to date for the onset of
such pandemics, in general. With the present financial support of the World Bank and the
gracious donations of vaccines from other countries as well as vaccines from COVAX, Ghana
has set the goal of vaccinating 17 million Ghanaians as soon as is practical to do so.
Ghana supports the equitable distribution of COVID vaccines in their country and other nations.
The deadly virus does not discriminate between accessible and secluded geographic locations,
nor wealthy or poor “hosts.” Two doses of COVID vaccines reduce the risk of severe illness by
90% and death by 99%. Ghana would like to reach herd immunity by having their population
80% vaccinated and would like to receive continuing support of their distribution efforts to
control the spread across the entire nation, and consequently the world.

II.

Topic: Preventing future pandemics

Diseases are one of the leading killers in mankind’s history. With the recent Covid-19
coronavirus being responsible for the deaths of millions of people across the globe - and with
growing populations and closer living conditions - these diseases will become harder, and more
important to contain. Developing countries will take the hardest hit due to the lack of supplies
and money to contain something like that. The inevitable fallout will also be devastating; the
country having to shut down will ruin the economy and will not help an already poor country
out. It is thus the duty of every nation, and the whole world to help prevent future pandemics.
When it comes to dealing with diseases, Ghana has had a long history, including, Malaria, HIV,
TB, Hepatitis, and more. In addition, Ghana recently completed an assessment on epidemic
readiness in 2017, and in 2018 developed a national action plan on preventing pandemics. And
when it comes to vaccinations, Ghana has been doing well, having had the majority of the
population vaccinated against preventable diseases – before the onset of Covid-19. According to
the WHO JEE reports, Ghana, currently, in the areas of preventing diseases, is strong in is
immunization and zoonotic diseases. Gaps in Ghana’s pandemic prevention arsenal include
emergency response operations, medical counter measures, personnel deployment, antimicrobial
resistance, and a few more. And in 2020, when Covid hit, Ghana Locked Down major cities, closed
their borders, and had 7,791 health facilities and 18 ICU’s (intensive care units) available to
respond accordingly.
Ghana is continuing its efforts to end Covid-19, but it still has room to improve. For one they need
to improve on the surveillance and testing of diseases. This is essential for locating areas that have
large amounts of cases, and preventing the people of that area from spreading it more. It also helps
to keep people who have that disease - or have been in contact with someone with it - to stay away
from those who are vulnerable. Ghana also needs to be better at distributing resources and
information and seeks international assistance to develop this infrastructure.

Delegation from: Republic of Korea
Represented by: Beachwood High School
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The issues before the World Health Organization are: Equitable vaccine distribution; and
Preventing future pandemics. The Republic of Korea is adamant about the protection of the rights
of all people and expresses its hope for further advancement in fields of medicine for vaccines and
other future pandemics. The Republic of Korea is open to collaboration with other countries, and
hopes that other countries will aid in the effort of finding a solution to the threats that might come
in the future.
Topic I-Equitable Vaccine Distribution
Throughout the course of COVID-19 there have been numerous cases of villages being unable to
get vaccines, and then having their people die. Worldwide, 253 million people have gotten
COVID, and out of those, over 50 million have died. Of the world population, 3.21 billion people
are fully vaccinated with a total of 7.5 billion vaccines used. This comes out to about 41.2% of the
total population. If there was a more fluent way to ship out the vaccines to smaller countries more
easily, then the cases of Covid-19 would start slowing down immensely. The current spread of
vaccines is still too low. This is the reason why the Republic of Korea is attending this summit; to
solve the spread of vaccines.
The Republic of Korea has succeeded effectively in distributing Covid-19 vaccines, with a vaccine
rate of 78.7%. We have invested significantly into ensuring that people get the vaccine,by
encouraging individuals using incentives. The Republic of Korea has wisely divided their
resources with most for the present and the rest for researching for the future. Furthermore the
Republic of Korea has succeeded in ensuring that politics is not interfering with the distribution of
vaccines. The delegation of Korea understands getting our population vaccinated is of utmost
priority and in order to ensure such efforts we must mitigate political interference. The Korean
legislation of the Act on the Protection of Public Interest was essential to promote confidentiality
and reduce political corruption that stands as a barrier of vaccine distribution.
The Republic of Korea hopes to stop the spread of the virus while increasing the spread of the
vaccines. The Republic of Korea will make sure that groups of people who are less likely to get
the vaccine are prioritized while still maintaining the distribution of vaccines to people who can
get it. In terms of resources, the Republic of Korea has come up with a plan for 80% of our
resources to be used for immediate remediation while the other 20% should be going towards
researching for the future. However, if necessary we are able to change the ratios of resource
distribution to best fit the situation. The Republic of Korea realizes that politics is a big factor in

vaccine distribution, and knowing that will ensure that countries with greater political influence
shall be favored over countries without. In addition to this, the Republic of Korea will push towards
a more systematic approach for distributing vaccines to countries. Due to having thought out plan,
the Republic of Korea hopes other countries follow.
Topic II-Preventing Future Pandemics
There have been many pandemics and epidemics in the history of the world. Covid-19 is just one
of those. The spread of Covid started in Wuhan, China, and has since spread all across the world.
Past pandemics have been somewhat controlled because of the inability for people to go from one
continent to another. With the creation of aviation, and faster ships and cars, diseases are able to
spread like wildfires. There is no one good way to stop a pandemic once it spreads. All countries
can tell it’s citizens to not meet up, or take any method of transportation, but that will only go so
far. This issue must be solved, and that is why the Republic of korea is attending this summit.
The Republic of Korea has, and will continue to have one of the best runs of prevention for Covid19. Korea has put in place measures to stop the spread of infection within their countries borders
that should work throughout the world. The Republic of Korea’s KCDC offered timely measures
and plans to stop the spread of Covid, and also maintained daily briefings for the public. This kept
the public updated, and also helped them understand the threat that covid held, so the quarantine
was successful as soon as it was needed. Korea had accessible testing for every citizen, which
enabled the testing to happen easier. Korea also gave out emergency warnings to everybody about
high risk areas as soon as there was one. They also managed people that flew into the country by
enforcing a self-quarantine, and dropping off self essentials, so they would not have to leave their
house/hotel/quarantine area. Through all of these methods of managing Covid, Korea has managed
to decrease the risk and possibilities of Covid within their own borders.
The Republic of Korea hopes to maintain strict procedures for any future pandemics, and to create
a good set of rules for any future ones. The delegates also hope to create a method of producing
new vaccines quicker, either through more money, people, or a world connection where scientists
would work on joint research together to solve problems like this in the future. The Republic of
Korea also believes that a closer watch on imported and exported animals must be maintained.
Also making sure that all animals must be healthy before being moved would stop the spread of
any animal related diseases. Without aggravating any other natural problems, the best method
would be to make vaccines cost less, and enable people to get vaccines more widespread. Due to
having one of the best pandemic preparation plans, the Republic of Korea hopes to spread this plan
to the rest of the countries for any future pandemics.

Delegation of: The French Republic
Represented by: Beachwood High School
Committee: WHO
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The issues presented for consideration before the United Nations World Health Organization are Equitable
Vaccine Distribution and the Preventing of Future Pandemics. The French Republic is open to partnership
with other nations, and will persist in finding applicable long-lasting solutions to the looming dangers of
inconsistent vaccine accessibility and unsuspecting pandemics.
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

Vaccines and the effort to spread awareness against hysteria are crucial as more intelligent viruses develop. France
has seen that having group plans and collective efforts are most effective for the distribution of vacancies from viruses
like polio with the global Polio eradication initiative that decreased Polio cases by 99%. However, when there isn't
Equitable Distribution like with the COVID-19 Pandemic, it has caused economic and political issues that have
furthered the separation from Equitably. This makes countries have to decide between their people and power. This
should not be the case.
Due to not being a group effort, most recently with Covid-19, Economies have been hit extremely hard. Vaccines
should be accessible for all countries, but poorer countries have not been able to get the supply they need to protect
their people due to economic status. France has had first hand experience with the consequences of hoarding vaccines
to help their personal agenda with the 2009 swine flu which majorly damaged not only their public image but the
opinions of their already critical people. After that experience with Covid 19 French President Macron has urged
Europe and the US to obligate 5% of their vaccine supply to developing countries. With China and Russia dominating
the market for vaccines in these countries, it could lead the issue of vaccine distribution to be one of economic warfare
with these wealthier countries having power over their buyers instead of the goal of Equitability. France urges the
committee to see the looming conflict and look past self interest to help improve the global economy and national
health by spreading their surplus of vaccines.
Furthermore, though somewhat hard to avoid in the current political climate, France urges the issue of Vaccine
Distribution not to be one of political power. It has been shown not only in France but also in many other countries
in WHO, such as the US, that the political debate of vaccination has caused government officials to shift ideals to be
ones of self-interest instead of public health. This has caused conflict in the government and has also created hesitancy
in the people who look to their political adversaries for confidence in what will be injected into their bodies. France
having a history of Anti-Vaxx issues due to resistance of political officials like in 2018 when 11 new vaccines
were required for newborns creating public outrage and with the Covid Pandemic last December when 61% of
people were not confident in getting vaccinated. France officials such as President Macron have been huge
advisories of reducing this hesitancy and looking towards the health of their people even through opposition.
With collective urge from the other countries in WHO, France believes that the French people and other countries
in WHO whose people have had hesitancy will have more confidence in the vacancies allowing the movement
for equality of vaccines to be effective.

France presents the solution of the WHO group coming together to have equal distribution between the members
of the UN and an agreement to help countries not included to still get vaccine distribution at the same haste as
those who are—making this agreement, not only with the current crisis but with future debacles as well.
Therefore, France hopes this agreement can be made to help all for the nation's future health.

II.

Preventing Future Pandemics

France has endured several pandemics ever since the formation of the French Republic. One of the worst was the
Spanish Influenza that lasted from 1918 to 1919 during World War I, with deaths reaching a quarter of a million in
France. Since then, France has recognized that transparent communication and a formulated plan are critical
contributions to preventing pandemics. As medical engineering and research continued to improve in France,
antibiotics became the main form of defense against future pandemics, which added to France’s understanding of
preventing pandemics. After experiencing many more intractable pandemics like the 1957-1958 Asian flu pandemic,
the 1968 flu pandemic, the 2009 swine flu pandemic, and the COVID-19 pandemic; the French government is
motivated to take further action and to collaborate with other countries to reach a long-lasting solution to battle future
virus-induced pandemics.
The French Republic perceives that the risk of a pandemic outbreak is repetitive and can be combated with a thorough
formulated plan. With that in mind, France developed the PIP (Pandemic Influenza Plan) in December of 2011. The
PIP includes 4 phases: prevent pandemics from entering the country, restrict the spread of pandemics inside the
country, reduce the possibility of a further pandemic to the minimum, and return to normal functioning as a society.
However, even with this plan set in place, the most recent COVID-19 pandemic still infiltrated France, and cases
continue to rise at about 200 to 300 per day. Few people heeded government advice, administrations reacted painfully
slow to fulfill the needs of healthcare workers and other patrons giving their effort to stop the pandemic, and the lack
of transparency in communication and decision-making slowed the effectiveness of government action. Not only that,
with all the medical resources all spent on preventing the pandemic, other patients suffering from more calamitous
illnesses cannot be tended to. It appears that some things are not addressed in the plan, for its effects are not the most
ideal. Although there are many issues to the plan that require attention, it should be known that it is still effective in
some ways for there are undoubtedly fewer casualties from the COVID-19 pandemic than there was from the Spanish
Influenza Pandemic. France is hard at work resolving these issues and will not reject any support or collaboration with
other nations so that a solution can be fully formed to combat any pandemics awaiting in the future.
France firmly believes that a formulated plan is the right way to combat repetitive pandemics, but it can be seen that
some areas are very easily overlooked. Therefore, the French Republic hopes to introduce the PIP at the committee
meeting and further improve on it with other countries. Numerous pandemics have dominated the planet, and time
after time it has left the world devastated. France is determined to put a stop to recurring epidemics so that France and
the rest of the world can advance without the periodic interruption of epidemics.

Delegation from: Afghanistan
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy
United Nations World Health Organization
Position Paper For the United Nations World Health Organization
The issues before the World Health Organization are: Equitable Vaccine Distribution and
Preventing Future Pandemics. There are two of the most important issues all countries are
facing right now. Afghanistan understands the importance of equal vaccination and ways to
present our citizens and the world safe and we hope to cooperate with other nations to find
out the best resolution.
I.Equitable Vaccine Distribution
Equitable vaccine distribution is one of the most important ways to control the spread of disease,
like the COVID-19. As the pandemic goes on, there are still millions of people in the world
who did not receive a vaccine. Therefore, the importance of completing the vaccine distribution
is recognized by WHO and every country. According to the WHO, there are still 130 countries
that didn't receive any vaccines but some other countries got more vaccines than they need,
making an inequitable vaccine distribution. Unfortunately, the long vaccine transportation
makes it harder for low-income countries to receive vaccines. Since many of those low-income
countries are located in different parts of the world and the transportation conditions are hard
to achieve. But, Covid-19 Vaccines Global Access (COVAX), which is directed by the WHO,
Gavi, and CEPI, is created to make sure the vaccines are sent equitable to each country and
help them to vaccinate at least 20% of populations, according to the WHO. Moreover, simply
giving countries vaccines doesn’t have the long-term solution to control the disease.
From 3 January 2020 to 4:32 pm CET, 12 November 2021, there have been 156,456 confirmed
cases of COVID-19 with 7,292 deaths in Afghanistan, reported to WHO. As of 4 November
2021, a total of 5,852,810 vaccine doses have been administered, according to the WHO.
Afghanistan has also received 12.5 metric tons of supplies delivered consisting of trauma kits
and interagency emergency health kits, and are enough to cover the basic health needs of more
than 200 000 people, as well as provide 3500 surgical procedures and treat 6500 trauma patients
from Pakistan, according to the WHO. At first, Afghanistan bought the SII-Covishield vaccines
on February 17, 2021. However, there are only 2 million people who are vaccinated till
November 13, 2021, according to the WHO. The main reason for the low vaccination rate is
that Afghanistan was at war with the US. which led many Afghans to flee to other countries
during the war and also the political reason.
As one of the undeveloped countries, Afghanistan recognized there are still countries like us
who still need help from COVAX to receive more vaccines and we would love to try our best
to cooperate or help with other countries if needed. Afghanistan would also appreciate more
help from nearby countries like China, Iran, and Pakistan. Therefore, Afghanistan believes
high-income countries should help provide more vaccines to COVAX and low-income
countries can receive a fair amount of vaccines from COVAX. Thus, we believe that the
equitable vaccine distribution is significant to be taken into consideration to make sure people
who are at high risk are vaccinated in order to end the pandemic. Since many low-income
countries are located in different parts of the world, it would be helpful if there’re some
COVAX departments located in those high-income countries to be the center and manage the
distribution of vaccines. For example, in Asia, COVAX can have its Asian department in China
which can be the main country that can help us improve the vaccination rate. Therefore,
Afghanistan is willing to work with other countries that share the same goal and find a
resolution together.

II. Preventing future pandemics
The COVID 19 pandemic was an issue that affected the whole world and has heavily influenced
policy decisions in the past 2 years in order to stop a further spread of the virus. We as the
delegation of Afghanistan acknowledge that many countries have suffered societal, economical,
political and structural damage under this pandemic, but especially developing countries like
we are, are struggling to handle the pandemic and protect our citizens, as we didn‘t have the
infrastructure to do so. We strongly believe that preventing future pandemics is important to
ensure fair opportunities for developing countries to build up a stable economy and political
system.
Afghanistan's healthcare system almost collapsed completely, and in Kabul, there were only 2
hospitals testing and treating COVID 19 patients and only 17% of the Sehetmandi‘s, the
country's largest health project, facilities being fully functioning, as the WHO reported.
Because of that, many test results weren‘t delivered in time and the pandemic situation
escalated. Furthermore, the complicated political situation, with our new government coming
in power in August 2021, led to us not being able to enforce measures properly to stop the
infections. Afghanistan‘s economy has especially suffered in the last year and the number of
homeless people in Kabul has increased.
As a part of the UN, Afghanistan acknowledges that future pandemics can only be stopped
with an international effort and wants to comply with the ONE HEALTH approach. As outlined
in a report by the UNEP on how to prevent future pandemics, we understand that 75% of new
infectious human diseases are zoonotic, which means that they are jumping from animals to
humans. Therefore, Afghanistan agrees to rethink in an international effort, how we consume
animal products and how we treat our environment. We also believe that more scientific
research on infectious diseases and taking measures against climate change will be successful
in preventing future pandemics and we will put national efforts into both of these areas. To be
able to be an active part in this big changes in global thinking and acting, we would like the
committee to ask for more financial aid, medical professionals from other countries coming
and assisting and teaching our people in medical and organisational skills, and medical
resources like masks or oxygen tanks from the COVAX fund, to get our country and its citizens
out of this pandemic without a collapse of the healthcare system. We also believe that it‘s the
responsibility of economically powerful industrialized states to help fund developing countries
like us, in order to build a political and healthcare system that can react to the occurrence of
infectious disease and stop its outbreak into a pandemic. We hope that those states will give us
the moral and cultural freedom to build up this system how we think it is best for our citizens
and don‘t bind the financial aid to requirements in this matter. This is important in order for us
to be a vital part in the international system and we will be an obeying and active part in the
WHO in return. Respecting our sovereignty besides cultural differences is an important
condition for our international cooperation in the future.

Delegation From: The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Represented by: North Royalton High School
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The issues presented before the World Health Organization are: Equitable Vaccine Distribution
and the Prevention of Future Pandemics. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland recognizes the urgency of the presented issues and is intent on collaborating with likeminded countries to implement long-standing resolutions.
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

Vaccines serve a vital role in the primary prevention and mitigation of communicable diseases.
Through vaccination, individuals are provided with extensive protection against variations and
strains of infectious diseases and/or illnesses. In the midst of the recent COVID-19 pandemic, it
has become evident that numerous countries have inadequate amounts of vaccines to distribute
among the general population, having to prioritize the most susceptible groups of people. It
stands that the number of doses administered have been around 48.7 percent in high-income
nations, 16.7 percent in middle-income nations, and a staggering 0.2 percent in low-income
nations. As the availability of developed vaccines increases, the prioritization of countries with a
dearth of vaccines remains crucial in order to meet global vaccine targets.
From the initial development of the vaccine, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland has remained committed to the distribution of the COVID-19 vaccine among the public,
with 75.5% of the population with at least one dose of the vaccine as of November 2021. To
contribute to global vaccine targets, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
has donated over 20 million doses of surplus vaccines and will have donated more than 100
million doses of vaccines in the upcoming year. More specifically, 119,200 doses of the
AstraZeneca vaccine are set to be distributed in Zambia, 51,850 doses are set to be distributed in
the Democratic Republic of Congo, 299,680 doses are set to be distributed in Egypt, and 299,520
doses are set to be distributed in Uganda. In addition, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland has vowed to share 80 million doses of COVID-19 vaccines with COVAX and
has allocated €548 million in funds to the Gavi COVAX Advance Market Commitment.
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland looks forward to collaborating with
other nations to increase vaccine equity and hopes to create and implement efficient resolutions.
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is ready to donate surplus vaccines to
undersupplied nations and urges other countries to do the same. As a strong advocate of the
COVAX initiative, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland believes that
additional funding allocated for the COVAX initiative or the increased donation of additional
vaccines through the initiative would prove to be a step in the right direction as the United
Nations combats vaccine inequity.

II.

Preventing Future Pandemics

Looking ahead to the future, the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland does not
wish to repeat the tragic events of the COVID-19 pandemic. Additionally, it is important to note
that while the pandemic itself is still ongoing, efforts to prevent such events need to begin as
soon as possible. Estimates on the cost of preventing future pandemics vary, but one published in
the journal Science provides the number 27 billion euros as enough to adequately take action.
This action must directly involve regulation of animal-based disease, as 75% of emerging
diseases are zoonotic. This action should also include a pathogen surveillance network, or other
way to track current diseases at risk of becoming pandemics. This will take a global effort as
there are diseases capable of becoming pandemics present in all inhabited continents.
Many organizations and task forces have been established for the very purpose of preventing
future pandemics. The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has created or
contributed to multiple of them. The United Kingdom Health Security Agency (UKHSA) has
partnered with the United States' Center for Disease Control (CDC) to accelerate the formation
of vaccines, and monitor diseases before they spread. This partnership has also spurred an
offshoot of the UKHSA, a Centre for Pandemic Preparedness (CPP). The CPP will focus on
monitoring existing pathogens in order to fight suture battles with infectious diseases. The
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland has also funded the Coalition for
Epidemic Preparedness Innovations (CEPI). The CEPI is already receiving funding from over 30
countries, many of which are a part of the World Health Organization. As a financer, the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland fervently supports the CEPI's goals to compress
vaccine timelines, develop a universal vaccine against coronaviruses, and compile a library of
vaccine candidates against other pandemic threats. These finances and formations of agencies
illustrate not only a surface level pledge to prevent future pandemics, but also a deep
commitment.
The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland is looking forward to continued
collaboration with other nations, with the shared goal of preventing future pandemic tragedies. It
is noted that monetary contributions to fund research and real-world effects should be required.
No matter the cost, the value of human lives is greater. For this reason, the United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland would like to see the committee set up funds for prevention
programs, such as the CEPI, to successfully prevent future pandemics. The United Nations has a
chance to get ahead and take the COVID-19 pandemic as a wake up sign, and the United
Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland hopes the committee will.

Delegation from: The Russian Federation
Represented by: North Royalton High School

Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The issues presented before the World Health Organization are: addressing equitable vaccine
distribution and preventing future pandemics. The humble Russian Federation is ready to fight and
address these growing concerns. As seen by recent events, widespread vaccination is critical to preventing
the spread of diseases, as well as eradicating them completely on a global level. In order to achieve
equitable distribution, the vaccine supply chain must include proper acquisition, policies, and
implementation. Failure to do so can result in future pandemics which would not be in the welfare of any
nation.

I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

The Russian Federation understands the concerns around vaccine distribution and stands to
improve the distribution on a worldwide stage. We believe that vaccines are crucial to the overall global
health, despite any political borders. Working towards equitable distribution will require a mix of long
and short-term solutions designed to provide countries with immediate access to vaccines and help the
countries that are unable to buy their own. As a matter of fact, we were the first country to even develop a
vaccine to combat the growing pandemic COVID-19. However, Sputnik V, the vaccine created, struggled
to gain mass acceptance inside our own country, let alone in other countries. As a result, our vaccination
rate is just eighteen percent, one of the lowest in Europe and behind many lower developed countries
including Azerbaijan, Cuba, El Salvador, and Morocco. As a matter of fact, only about thirty-six percent
of Russians have even been fully vaccinated.
To address this problem, we created requirements for medical professionals to create vaccination
mandates or to incentivize vaccination. For example, we created an incentive for our people to gain easier
access to restaurants and recreational activities if they uploaded proof of vaccination to a central database,
receiving a specialized QR code. However, this QR code policy led to new corruption schemes as
Russians sought ways around the system, such as buying fake vaccination cards. In addition to
skepticism, distribution in our country and neighboring countries as well as exporting of the vaccine have
been obstructed by production problems and a failure to manage global supply chains. Since we believe
politics is necessary to show status among other countries, we tried to distribute our vaccine to help others
in need. Despite this, any effort we took to outsource production to other countries has been hindered by
supply chain issues, regulatory delays, and limited local capacity, and therefore the vaccines could not
even get manufactured. Countries that originally planned to use the vaccine have repeatedly been forced
to turn elsewhere due to the production and delivery delays in the laboratory. There are enough doses of
vaccines to save lives but they must primarily go to those who need them most. Each country has the
means capable of bringing a pandemic under control, but only if the vaccines are used properly and
efficiently. The global failure to do so will only take its toll on the poor nations and vulnerable
populations who are not yet protected by vaccination. Thus, we suggest that the World Health
Organization distribute the vaccines equitably so that there are enough to cover all health workers and
older people globally. In addition to this, immediate global crises should be addressed primarily with as
many resources needed before it becomes a long-lasting issue.

II.

Preventing Future Pandemics

The last time an epidemic like Covid-19 occurred was in 1918 and took the lives of millions
across the globe. Governments around the world are still combatting the results of the epidemic,
economically and physically. Russia has suffered a large number of casualties as the virus has taken the
lives of more than 265,000 people, which is by far the highest death toll in Europe. The virus can affect
anyone and everyone, and even those who have not contracted the virus suffer the effects of the pandemic
that must be fought by the union of the nations.
Though the virus was prolonged on its path to the Federation of Russia, that does not mean that
the people of its federation were not challenged. Loss of life and economical devastation surrounded our
nation. We implemented strict measures to control the spread, which included mandatory isolation and
investing funds in the creation of a new and effective vaccine for the health of its people. However,
misinformation flooded through our society, creating a panicked atmosphere and mistrust in the
government despite our recurring view for more transparency and communication from the government to
the people. The inability of global leaders to communicate consistently about the details of the epidemic
caused the virus to consume the lives of the entire world. And as an effort to improve this situation, the
G7 summit of global leaders committed themselves to discuss the procedures that must be put in place for
such an epidemic. Therefore we believe that for a future pandemic to be better controlled, there must be
consistent meetings about topics such as non-communicable diseases and to address issues that affect
countries economically and socially so there will not be a repeat of the panic that countries faced due to
this virus.
As a result of this conference, The Russian Federation exemplified a commitment to fortify a plan
of action to prevent such a pandemic from ever occurring in the future and would like to be closely
associated with the World Health Organization on the prevention of an epidemic such as Coronavirus. To
prevent future outbreaks, there must be a consistent effort to reduce the factors that make a country
vulnerable to the clutches of another pandemic. Due to this, we think that WHO must always take
whatever decisions necessary to combat disease transmission, despite it affecting smaller countries with
more poverty. As we have learned, viruses can affect the world, not just one nation, and can spread to
anywhere in the world. Diseases don’t discriminate in their victims and for such an epidemic to not
ravage society, global leaders must consistently communicate and work with the World Health
Organization to eliminate the chances of such panic occurring in the future.

Delegation from: The Federal Republic of Germany
Represented by: North Royalton High School
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The issues placed before the World Health Organization are: the equitable distribution of
COVID-19 vaccines as well as preventive measures that can be taken to avoid future pandemics.
Germany is attentive to its people and expresses this with vast vaccine distribution and the
prevention of another similar epidemic.
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

A pandemic of the scale of COVID-19 constitutes an international health crisis unlike any that
has been seen in the years since the United Nations was formed. In years past, vaccines have
taken anywhere from 10-15 years to develop, and never has there been a vaccine produced this
fast in the case of a global pandemic. The middle of the 20th century was the first time that
vaccines were really used as a viable solution where vaccines were scientifically researched and
developed. These discoveries and innovations eventually led to the creation of vaccines for polio
and common diseases. The COVID-19 pandemic is the first time that a vaccine has been
developed, tested, and approved in such haste, the entire process taking just a year.
With 5,385,585 confirmed cases and nearly 100,000 deaths due to COVID-19, it is absolutely
imperative that vaccines are administered to the population. The Federal Republic of Germany is
currently at 70.1% of people with at least one dose and 67.5% with full vaccination which is the
6th highest in Europe for the share of total people vaccinated. Germany recognizes the need to
distribute vaccines to countries that are suffering the most and as such, Germany has donated
over 107 million vaccine doses to countries in Europe, as well as other countries, including
Vietnam and Ethiopia. They did some of this with the help of the Great 7 (the United States, the
UK, France, Germany, Canada, Italy, and Japan) as well as other powers part of the COVAX
initiative, an initiative aimed at equitable vaccine distribution.
The Delegation of Germany would like to do all that it can to aid itself and other countries to
distribute more vaccines. However, in order to meet the WHO’s target to vaccinate 40% of the
population of every country by the end of this year and 70% by mid-2022, other countries will
have to contribute as well. Dedicated action and cooperation on the parts of higher-income
nations is necessary. In consideration of the impact of the pandemic, The Republic of Germany
urges for an immediate response to vaccine shortages.
II.

Preventing Future Pandemics

The Federal Republic of Germany believes that preventing future pandemics is just as important
as restraining the current pandemic. Diseases often emerge every 4-5 years, and sometimes lead
to pandemics. We are fighting the current pandemic well as said above with the vaccine
distribution. The COVID-19 pandemic has mainly affected telecom services as well as
production chains. Two major factors seem to be drivers of emerging pathogens: the destruction
of tropical forests and the wildlife trade. Each of these has contributed to two of the four
emerging diseases that have appeared in the last 50 years: COVID, Ebola, SARS, HIV. To
prevent future pandemics, scientists have warned people to closely maintain animal health and
regulate the wildlife trade closer. Slowing deforestation of tropical forests would also likely be
useful to prevent the introduction of new pathogens.
Recognizing the effect of a pandemic on Germany’s economy and people, our country is striving
to do better for pandemics to come. To prevent future pandemics, Germany is making foreign
alliances and partnerships to be more involved in politics ultimately benefiting the people’s
health. Germany is constantly promoting good health to the people and measures needed to
strengthen this system. Finally, it is protecting itself against health threats bordering them and
researching the science behind some diseases to advance its technology. On top of this, the
Federal Republic of Germany has joined together with the World Health Organization to launch
a hub in Berlin, the capital of Germany. Germany is making an initial investment of $100 million
in this facility. This facility is meant to promote a more effective collection of data, analysis of
information, etc. which leads to better decision-making.
The delegation of Germany gently pushes to the implementation of a permanent prevention plan
to future pandemics. Preventing future pandemics is vital to global health, as well as the
wellbeing of international security and the global economy. Taking measures to lessen the
likelihood of future pandemics is a valuable investment that the international community can
collaborate on to solve. The COVAX initiative is a good way to get countries to work together
closely to lessen the chance of another terrible pandemic.

Delegation From: Japan
Represented By: Solon High School
Advisor: solonmodelun@gmail.com
Position Paper for the World Health Organization
The first issue addressed by the World Health Organization is equitable vaccine distribution.
Japan strongly believes in maintaining the health of the general populace, and actively works
towards collaboration with other countries to ensure the equitable distribution of vaccines
globally.
Equitable Vaccine Distribution
On a global scale, this is an extremely pressing issue. The Covid-19 Pandemic began in early 2020,
and it caused worldwide panic and distress. Covid has taken the loved ones of many and will
continue to do so if action is not taken. What we’ve done now is adequate but we as members of
the United Nations need to do more to ensure safety and prosperity for our residents.
The delegation of Japan acknowledges the importance of vaccine distribution through its own
country and worldwide and is happy to cooperate with the World Health Organization on this
matter. Japan themselves have managed to vaccinate over 95 million people and have over 76
percent of their population fully vaccinated. This of course has significantly lowered the number
of covid cases, and as of November of 2021, Japan only averages 3 deaths per week and are
actively working to lessen that number down to 0. Of course, Japan has the privilege to vaccinate
its residents but the delegation of Japan recognizes that not every country has that. Therefore,
Japan has donated 30 million doses of the vaccine to less developed Asian countries such Vietnam,
Taiwan and Indonesia and many other countries.
Japan has also promised to donate another 30 million to other low economic earning countries.
Japan has done this through the program COVAX, which ensures vaccine distribution worldwide,
this helps less developed countries vaccinate their residents and also sends them other covid
equipment such as masks, tests, and ventilators all donated by bigger countries like Japan for
smaller countries. Japan will encourage its residents to vaccinate themselves and their families,
but also strongly advise other countries to encourage their inhabitants to vaccinate themselves as
well. Japan also favors other big and more privileged countries to donate to covid relief funds such
as Gavi in order to help other smaller countries get the vaccine as well.

Preventing Future Pandemics

In the global sphere, it is imperative that an outbreak as devastating as the Covid-19 pandemic is
never allowed to occur again. As of November 2021, 5.15M lives have been lost globally, and
most of the world’s economies were sent into deep recessions, and everyone has been left
wondering how this issue can not only be solved, but avoided. This represents the second topic
addressed by the committee: preventing future pandemics. Japan strongly supports and engages in
the active prevention of future pandemics, as the delegation realizes how crucial it is to the
protection of global health.
Despite the difficulties many countries had when dealing with the Covid-19 outbreak, Japan was
able to curb the pandemic early on through urging their residents to avoid closed spaces with poor
ventilation, crowded spaces with many others nearby, and to avoid close contact situations such as
being within 1foot of a person. In Japan, the idea of wearing masks was not introduced when the
pandemic started, people in Japan have always worn masks in order to stay away from sickness.
When entering any type of building most people have someone in the front of the dorr to take
someone's temperature and if it’s higher or lower then it should be they are not permitted to enter
the building. Also, since the beginning of the coronavirus there has been an increase in advance
reservations systems to limit the amount of people waiting outside of a restaurant.
Looking at the future, the delegation of Japan would like to continue to wear masks outdoors and
indoors with people who are not those whom you live with. Japan will also be much more strict
with any other outbreak of any type of contagious disease, and immediately quarantine that
group of people no matter how small the group is. One of the reasons Covid-19 has and will
continue to affect many people is because of everyone’s slow response time, so Japan highly
recommends other countries to also be much quicker and more strict when it comes to future
outbreaks. Another pressing concern is immediately shutting down schools, restaurants, and
other places where many people end up together. It’s imperative this is done to minimize
whatever disease from spreading in the future. Japan understands that this will affect the
economy but this shouldn't be something that’s up for debate at all since after all, human lives
are on the line.

Delegation from: the People’s Republic of China
Represented by: Western Reserve Academy
United Nations World Health Organization
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

Since the start of the COVID-19 pandemic, the People’s Republic of China has been at the
forefront of treatment and prevention for Sars-CoV-2. Extending from preventative measures,
China has been a global leader in the development and distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. At
present, China has five authorized vaccines that are used in over 100 nation states. China
recognizes the truly global nature of the COVID-19 pandemic, and has acted accordingly. Rather
than immorally hoarding vaccine doses, China has generously distributed life-saving doses to
nations around the globe. Unfortunately, other nations have not followed suit. Western powers
have grotesquely and unnecessarily stockpiled more doses than needed. This type of action
jeopardizes the entire global community and should be condemned. Furthermore, Western nations
have the power to release the patents for different COVID-19 vaccines — doing so would allow
for cheaper domestic production in low and middle income countries. Sadly Western nations have
yet to do so, prioritizing profit over human lives.
Fortunately, vaccine distribution does not have to look this way. The United Nations has
done a tremendous amount of good with the COVAX, and the People’s Republic of China supports
expanding the program to include proper and efficient distribution of COVID-19 vaccines. While
the COVAX program succeeds in its goal to provide much needed vaccines for low and middle
income countries, it fails to help said countries acquire the necessary infrastructure to efficiently
distribute vaccines. Drawing from the expertise garnered from China’s Belt and Road Initiative,
the Chinese delegation proposes a $10 trillion investment program over the next 20 years that
seeks to build the necessary cold chain infrastructure for vaccine distribution. Many in our global
community currently live in areas without proper vaccine infrastructure — it must be provided to
help promote global equity and human rights.
II.

Preventing Future Pandemics

As a country committed to control the outbreak of certain diseases and care about global
human health, China firmly supports the prevention of future pandemics. In 2019, the appearance
of COVID-19 that devastatingly impacts people's lives and health underscores the severity of
global pandemics, making people intuitively feel the huge damage of the epidemic. It's a reminder
that while we're trying to contain COVID-19, we need to prevent the next one from emerging and
nip it in the bud.
Since illegal hunting and trading of wildlife animals are considered as main factors of
numerous severe zoonotic diseases, such as SARS, China has long resented poaching and has
worked to control it. We plan to publish new legislation that bans permanently on wildlife trades.
In order to ensure that the ban does not destroy the lives of people who rely on poaching and game,
we will provide more basic employment opportunities, and the social welfare will also be paid on
time, so people will not be displaced from their homes and suffer from hunger. However, bans
sometimes treat the symptoms rather than the root cause. Only the elimination of benefits ends the
industry completely. Information that demonstrates all the negative effects brought by eating and

hunting wildlife animals will be published. For example, we will create propagandistic videos, and
then insert them into TV programs during peak viewing hours. They will also be played regularly
on big screens along the street. We are working to make people aware of the high risk of wildlife
trades, and to get everyone to spontaneously fight against it.
In addition to limiting, preferably eliminating, the wild meat industry this committee must
make strides to protect our global environment. Most pandemics start due to spillover events
caused by human contact with wild species. With the rapidly increasing rate of urbanization and
deforestation, it is no surprise that these events are becoming more and more common. If we are
to mitigate future pandemics, we must start by addressing environmental protections. These
protections must include effective measures to curb global warming, an end to deforestation, and
promoting sustainable development. The People’s Republic of China has been at the forefront of
these policies. Recently, China has declared that we have reached peak coal consumption and are
now planning to eliminate it. Additionally we have undertaken great efforts to combat
deforestation, having expanded forest cover in the nation by over 500,000 square kilometers over
the past 20 years. We encourage all nations to adopt this ambitious mindset, and help protect the
environment. Doing so will allow our children to live happier, healthier, and disease free lives.

Delegation from: Mexico
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy
Position Paper for the United Nations World Health Organization (WHO)
The issues presented before the United Nations World Health Organization are: Equitable Vaccine Distribution
and Preventing future pandemics. The delegation of Mexico is committed to increasing the country's vaccination
rates, while developing a strategy of equitable distribution, in hope to control the spread of future pandemics.
I.

Equitable Vaccine Distribution

The World Health Organization takes the position that “Vaccines are critical to preventing the spread of and
eradicating communicable diseases, and equitable distribution serves to protect the entire national community.”
The recent COVID-19 pandemic has again resurfaced the challenge of equitable vaccine distribution. Individuals
living in zones of conflict are likely to be at risk for catching communicable diseases but unlikely to obtain a
vaccine since they may lack a government that would help them secure one. This is typically in countries with
poor infrastructure. The Global Dashboard for Vaccine Equity estimates that “as of September 15, just 3.07% of
people in low-income countries have been vaccinated with at least one dose, compared to 60.18% in high-income
countries.” One of the challenges for vaccine distribution is a phenomenon called “vaccine nationalism” where
some countries take more than their fair share of vaccines that are needed to vaccinate their people, leaving other
countries without.
Healthcare professionals and public health authorities in Mexico claim that vaccination plays a critical role in
preventing deaths and hospitalizations caused by transmissible infectious diseases. Most common infectious
diseases currently plaguing Mexico are COVID-19, respiratory infections, and hepatitis. To date, vaccinations are
available for all these conditions. Emerging data is consistent that COVID-19 vaccines are essential to controlling
the spread of this highly infectious disease. In the study funded by the CDC, the New England Journal of
Medicine concluded that “Vaccine efficacy against Covid-19 was 91.3% ...and significantly reduced ICU
admissions and visits to urgent care” The impact on Mexico from COVID-19 has resulted in the need for
equitable vaccination. There is sufficient data to confirm that vaccines prevent transmission of infections. Clear,
consistent and equitable vaccination is essential to control the spread of infectious disease. The US has delivered
1.3 million doses of the COVID-19 vaccine to Mexico. According to Our World in Data, as of August 2021, “44
percent of Mexicans have received at least one Covid-19 vaccine shot.” The generous donation from the US, now
is bringing Mexico to their goal: to reopen the Mexico/US border. The Mexican government's plan also includes
vaccinating neighboring countries. Direct Relief has “helped transport more than 800,000 vaccines donated by the
Mexican government to countries across the Americas, including Belize, Bolivia, El Salvador, Guatemala,
Honduras, Jamaica, and Paraguay.” The inequitable vaccine distribution within southern Mexico has caused
unrest within the Mexican government. As a result of this the Mexican government has rectified this situation by
setting up vaccine distribution centers in the province of Querétaro.
The goal of the department of health of Mexico is to vaccinate Mexicans swiftly, efficiently and equitably, with
the goal to save lives and stop the spread of infectious diseases. Undoubtedly, people living in poverty in Mexico
are the ones hit hardest by the spread of infectious disease. Mexico’s goal is to vaccinate all Mexicans with a
special focus on those disproportionately affected. The first goal is to target equity allocation and access. The
Johns Hopkins University of Medicine vaccine tracker reliably estimates that: 49% of the population of Mexico is
fully vaccinated. Mexico plans to improve their vaccination efforts to model that of the United Arab Emirates
who has the highest number of populations that are fully vaccinated (90%). According to the Borgen project,
“COVID-19 in Mexico caused a 63% drop in household income.” Those who are impoverished have limited
access to technology, therefore leading to a lack of information about vaccine centers. Mexico can ask the

committee to have outreach groups of healthcare professionals to deliver and administer the vaccines to rural
communities that don’t have access to transportation or technology.
II. Preventing Future Pandemics
The World Health Organization works to prevent, monitor, prepare, and respond to the outbreak of noncommunicable diseases. The recent pandemic concerning the spread of SARS-CoV-2, also known as COVID-19
produced extreme difficulties for countries and it raised awareness of its devastation. Countries are currently very
conscious of the effects of a pandemic and working to prevent future ones is crucial economically, ethically, and
health wise. Covid-19 has devastated 290,000 lives and has affected 3.84 million people, and counting in Mexico.
Mexico has taken forms of action against COVID-19 such as the traffic light guide system, masks mandates, and
travel limitations, but in order to stop another devastating pandemic from occurring the country will have to work
towards prevention. COVID-19 is a zoonosis disease that originated from an animal and spread to humans due to
poor relations with nature, and if continued, it will almost certainly re-occur.
In order to prevent future spreads of non-communicable zoonosis diseases, it is dire that the disruption of animals
and their natural habitats are controlled. The destruction of animals' natural habitats forces them to live more
compactly, increasing the chances of viral spread. Viruses that corrupt animals can be spread to humans during
consumption of animals. If a virus new to the human body is spread, there will be scientific research to treat, cure,
and stop the spread of the virus before it travels. The government is overlooking these issues and has taken
funding from environmental agencies. Projects such as the Mayan Train, designed by the Mexican government
impose a huge threat to wildlife conservation. The Mayan Train is the idea of a large span series of train tracks
that interrupts Mexican forests, mangroves, and ecosystems. This project has been protested because the train
spans throughout Mexico and runs through ecosystems, destroying habitats. Mexico has established the General
Law of Ecological Balance and Environmental Protection, the General Wildlife Law, and the Fisheries Law for
environmental protection but those are not enough to prevent future pandemics. Inorder to prevent future
pandemics, the current pandemic needs to be controlled by vaccines, currently only 49% of Mexico is fully
vaccinated. People in poverty are less likely to get vaccinated because of lack of transportation, technology, and
stability. Additionally, increasing the education on viral illnesses and what can be done to prevent them can bring
awareness towards its severity.
The Mexican government proposes to work closely with the World Health Organization and allocate necessary
resources towards environmental protection programs and projects and to properly communicate with the
community to prevent future pandemics. The government will create free eco-friendly public transportation that
does not interrupt habitats, replacing the idea of the Mayan Train system. This eco-friendly public transportation
system will be completely solar-powered and accessible and free to all. The funds for the Mayan Train system
will be redirected towards this eco-friendly transportation project. In order to further protect animal habitats, the
government will create a nationwide program that will work to completely prohibit the human destruction of
ecosystems, preserving natural habitats. The goal for the Mexican government is to follow in the steps of the
United Arab Emirates fully vaccinated population of 90%, by providing vaccines for people in poverty. The
government also will offer education surrounding disease transmission and its effects in schools and make the
information easily accessible to the public. The preservation of ecosystems and animals, accessible vaccine
distribution, and creating transparency in communications from the Mexican government to the nation, will
prevent future pandemics within Mexico.

