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Delegation: India
Represented by: Avon Lake High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme
The issues to be addressed by the United Nations Environment Programme include preventing
conflicts over water scarcity and managing plastic waste disposal. The delegation of India prepared
to work collectively with other nations and is in full support of discussion that will lead to the
better management of water resources and plastic disposal.
Topic A: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Water scarcity has plagued India’s citizens for decades and will only worsen with time as the
country’s population soars to new heights. Housing around 16% of the global population, the
Indian Government only has control of about 4% of the Earth’s freshwater resources. As of 2019
however, a Central Water Commission report revealed that nearly 65% of water reservoirs
throughout the country are running dry. Due to poor management and allocation of resources, the
freshwater that does pass through India’s borders every year is greatly wasted with much of it
flowing into the ocean or flooding agriculture fields. Competing interests from various groups and
nations also prevent India from composing an optimal method to acquire water resources. In order
to ensure access to water for all Indian citizens as well as others going thirsty throughout the world,
nations must collaborate with one another over the handling of water resources.
The delegation of India believes the best solution to water management throughout the world is an
international database. The service will collect various data gathered by different government
statistical institutions based on water supply and demand reports along with geological surveys on
potential water sources. Information may include who uses the most water in a sector based
manner, how much water is used and how much more water a region needs. Nations will be
grouped into water regulation areas based on proximity and usage of nearby water sources. All
participating countries must agree to share available water sources in order to receive access and
funding from the program to go towards technical purposes including wages, capital and
technology. Funding will be provided to the project through the World Bank and various NGOs to
curb the effect of lobbying interests.
Instilling a formal water management database will optimize water usage worldwide and ensure
no one goes without it. Nations will be greatly influenced by the various benefits funding from the
program will provide, deterring the possible outcomes of ‘water wars’. A Water Fund Committee
(WFC) will also be established to safeguard the distribution of funds and simultaneously share the
latest advancements in water technology between countries. The WFC will include all members
of the Security Council along with 20 other nations that are rotated every 5 years. By granting
access to freshwater sources and technical funding, the WFC and freshwater database will allow

destitute countries the ability to choose how to harvest water in the most efficient way for them to
pursue.
Topic B: Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
India has been plagued by poor plastic waste management for many years. According to a report
by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), which collates data from 60 major cities in India,
the country generated around 26,000 tonnes of plastic waste a day during the 2019-2020 period,
out of which 60% was recycled. The major problem plaguing the country however is the
population’s lack of knowledge on how to properly dispose of plastic. Everyday, Indian citizens
discard their plastic waste improperly, causing it to end up in landfills, littered on the streets, and
in bodies of water. With better education over proper plastic disposal, waste levels will drop across
the country since approximately 80% of all dry waste produced in India is plastic.
The delegation of India suggests the creation of an international water management committee
(IWMC) in order to better educate the entire world on proper plastic disposal practices. The
committee would also be in charge of allocating funds to the various member nations based on
their need for investments into better technology for waste management. Nations who want access
to the committee must agree to be fully transparent on their plastic waste issues in order to receive
funds for better management. Funding will be generated through a global fund in which all
members of the committee must donate on a 4 year basis based on their usage of the service.
International cooperation is a key factor for generating better recycling education and waste
management. Through the IWMC, countries will be able to receive better knowledge on plastic
waste disposal procedures while simultaneously maintaining their nation’s own waste
management. Funding through the IWMC will also allow countries to choose where best to
allocate the funds in order to improve their waste management. Assuring countries to uphold their
own plastic disposal will also prevent the migration of plastic waste throughout the globe through
imports and exports. By educating the general public on proper waste management, not just India
but the entire world will be clean and free of plastic waste in the future.

Delegation from: The Republic of Italy
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy
Position Paper for the UNEP
The issues before the United Nations Environment Program are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. Italy is devoted to finding long term and
sustainable solutions to these problems and it expresses hope that through state cooperation an
adequate solution can be achieved.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The Republic of Italy believes that not only can conflicts over water be prevented by reducing
water usage, industrial pollution, and sewage contamination of water, but also directly relates with
the goals of the UN sustainable development goals. Conflicts over shared water sources generally
occur due to water scarcity within each region, overpopulation, climate change, and political
instability. In recent years, Italy has experienced one of their worst droughts in history after
experiencing significantly less rainfall, the hottest, and the driest summer in many years.
Law N. 152 of May 11, 1999 “Dispositions on the safeguard of water from pollution and
enforcement” attempts to protect water from pollution by nitrates from agricultural forces. This
law along with other measures has allowed Italy to more effectively use its water. The Marine
Strategy Framework Directive (2008/56/EC) regards the marine environment as a valued resource
that needs to be protected. Descriptor 8: Contaminants generally states that, for Good
Environmental Status (GES) to be achieved, pollution levels due to toxic substances cannot rise.
While recognizing the importance of protecting the marine environment, to fully address water
scarcity, the current infrastructure and culture must also be taken into account. In cooperation with
the European Union, the Italian government has taken measures to allocate water and water related
funds more efficiently, develop more drought risk management systems, create additional water
reservoirs, and create a more water efficient culture.
The Republic of Italy believes conflicts over water scarcity can largely be prevented by utilizing
the existing water more efficiently. Understanding that issues regarding control over freshwater
reservoirs may arise and urges state cooperation for the benefit each country. Due to the necessity
of water Italy understands the urgency and importance of finding solutions to water scarcity to
prevent conflicts. Italy believes that by creating a more structured solution, similar to the existing
European Union plan, the problem of water scarcity will decrease. By more effectively distributing
and transporting water, Italy believes that many countries will find an immediate and long term
solution that will aid many states. Italy also understands that some countries do not have existing
water scarcity problems and urges these states to cooperate in finding solutions for all existing
states.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The Republic of Italy believes that it is important to address the ever-present issue of the proper
disposal of plastic waste, or the lack thereof. In the 1990s, China was buying plastic from many
countries to fuel its manufacturing and exports. However, these plastic imports started to become
restricted in 2013, and they were completely banned in 2018. This began to cause issues related to
plastic waste buildup in many EU countries, such as Italy, France, Spain, the Czech Republic, and
Sweden. In recent years, Italy has continued to be affected by China closing its plastic imports, as
well as the large use of plastic products in everyday life.
In past years Italy has been forced to send some of its garbage to Central/Eastern European
countries, due to some of the poorer parts of the country having a lot of garbage dumped into them.
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic began in 2019, Italy’s recycling rate for plastic packaging
was only 46%. During the height of the pandemic in 2020, Italy’s urban waste reduction was
reduced by almost 500,000 tons; however, 300,000 extra tons of plastic waste was created due to
single-use plastic such as masks and packaging. Italy has been working to combat these issues.
For one, it has placed a tax of 45 cents per kilogram on plastic. It has additionally made attempts
to limit the production of plastic to high quality products and materials, excluding prominent
sources of plastic waste such as cutlery or balloons. Italy has also ratified the EU’s directive on
single-use plastic, working towards the replacement of commonly used single-use plastics.
The Republic of Italy believes that plastic waste disposal can be properly managed by phasing out
single-use plastics in more regions of the world, as well as working to properly route plastic waste
and other trash to proper disposal sites rather than dumping it into other countries. Additionally,
Italy also believes that incentivizing the recycling of plastic is in order. Reducing the amount of
plastic being produced and sold would cripple the plastic economy, making it less economically
viable to put resources into. This would drive countries away from continuing to use plastic
products, and it would also reduce plastic waste greatly. By encouraging citizens and countries
across the world to move away from plastic and creating incentives for reducing plastic waste,
Italy believes that a long-term solution for the worldwide plastic problem can be found. Italy
understands that many countries may have economic issues related to the prospect of moving away
from plastic products, such as states with a heavy reliance on the plastic industry. Still, Italy fully
intends to help contribute to a solution that will help all countries.

Delegation from: The Republic of Angola
Represented by: Ashley Harper and Madeline Smith

Position Paper for the General Assembly
The issue before the general assembly today is: Angola is committed to solving the conflict over water
scarcity, Angola is also committed to managing plastic waste disposal.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Many parts of the world are struggling to overcome their water scarcity conflict, Angola is one of
them. About half of Angola’s population is currently struggling with finding access to clean water. In
2018 between February and August there were a total of 21 deaths and 1,046 cases of cholera. Southern
Angola is currently suffering from a drought affecting 4 of our provinces. About 2.3 million people are
affected by this drought, nearly half a million being children under the age of 5. This drought has also
affected Southern Angola’s food supply. Without rain the amount of people struggling to grow crops for
food has tripled to almost 850,000 people. Children's education is also being rapidly effected. 20 percent
of children in schools have dropped out, and schools have had to stop physical education classes because
they can’t supply enough water for the amount of exercise the children would be doing. Angola is
currently at a high risk of water scarcity, and it is estimated that every 5 years a drought is expected. Only
28% of schools have access to appropriate facilities for girls when they are menstruating. School systems
are struggling to provide hand washing stations for students. Many people around Angola’s capital use
untreated water for everyday activities. Businessmen are using the water crisis as a way to sell clean water
across Angola. Many of Angola’s citizens walk for 40 to 90 minutes a day for dirty water.
The World Bank Board of Executive Directors approved a package to help the government of
Angola in their efforts to stop the crisis over water scarcity. The package was worth $1.32 billion and will
help Angola improve water services, strengthen the national social protection system, and promote more
growth. The package is going to finance 3 projects; Growth and Inclusion Development Policy Operation,
Luanda Bita Water Supply Project, and Strengthening the National Social Protection System Project. All
together this project will help Angola’s water scarcity conflict. Angola has many infrustructures, One in
which, Luanda’s water company averages 540,000 cubic meters of water everyday. The need for water is
still over a million cubic meters everyday. There are currently over 200 wells all over the country to try
and help those who won’t have access to the public water sources. As Angola increases the water access
throughout the country the amount of labor resources go up as well. 2016-2017 The Development Grants
Program specifically focused on water and sanitation in Angola. Their goal was to create affordable water
options and increase the maintenance of infrastructure. The local people will be able to depend more on
public resources and it will help children and adults have better priorities rather than getting water
everyday. In 2015 the Institutional and Sustainability Support program began to have the intention of
helping 4.5 million people in 7 provinces.
Angola would love to work with the United Nations to provide more facilities to create a supply
of clean water. Angola also thinks that more wells should be built all over to help those who don’t have
access to public water transportation sources.
Water Scarcity Sources:
https://borgenproject.org/water-access-in-angola/
https://www.unicef.org/stories/where-drinking-water-90-minute-walk-away
https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/lack-of-clean-water-in-angola-leads-to-deliveryservices/4891328.htm

II. Managing plastic waste disposal
Solid land-based waste entering the ocean is a significant problem in the continent of Africa.
Along with this waste mismanagement is associated with a lack of infrastructure in African nations. The
continent has the highest population growth rate in the world, in coastal areas especially, this leads to
more waste production to accommodate the growing populations needs. Angola recently came out of one
of the world’s bloodiest wars, and is still recovering. The devastating civil war lasted from 1975 to 2002
and left Angola's government struggling. Due to this the chemicals and waste management agenda has not
been clearly articulated. National coordination mechanisms and capacities, and partnerships with the
private sector, are still very weak. Angola is currently working to find a solution to this growing problem
of managing plastic waste.
Angola has been struggling with the problem of plastic waste and how to properly deal with it for
over 27 years. The country of Angola signed the Rotterdam convention in 1998 an international treaty
designed to facilitate informed decision-making by countries with regard to trade in hazardous chemicals.
And it also signed the Minamata convention in 2013 a multilateral environmental agreement that
addresses specific human activities which are contributing to widespread mercury pollution. These
conventions are currently helping to deal with chemical waste. In 2019 when trying to solve the issue, the
United Nations Environment’s Chemicals and Waste Management Program launched a three-year project
in Angola focused on establishing a national structure to better manage chemical waste. The program will
establish a National Chemicals and Waste management unit, establish Pilot Private Sector Partnerships
and Promote Circular Economy initiatives, and hopes to start an awareness raising and education
campaign to teach stakeholders to properly dispose of waste. Currently communities across the nation are
developing new ways to address the growing problem of waste management and consolidation. Some of
these include turning tires into shoes, upcycling plastic bottles, and making plastic bags into book bags.
Although this is helping the country is still producing too much waste with not enough current solutions
to this issue.
The Republic of Angola would be appreciative of help from the United Nations in working
towards a cleaner planet and helping to solve the issue of managing plastic waste disposal.
Plastic Waste Sources:
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/partnering-strengthen-chemicals-and-waste-managementangola
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X17305286
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/special-programme/specialprogramme-projects-database-25

Delegation from: People’s Republic of China
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The topics placed before the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) recognizes the importance of
peaceful sharing and management of water at both international and local levels and looks forward to discussing
potential methods of managing plastic waste globally.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Around the world, roughly 3.2 billion people live in agricultural areas with high to very high water shortages. Most
countries in the Near East and North Africa suffer from acute water scarcity, as do countries such as Mexico, Pakistan,
South Africa, and even large parts of China and India. The necessity for water has sparked conflict. For example,
when Turkey made plans to build 22 dams along the Tigris and Euphrates, the diversion of Iraqi water led to severe
illness from the contamination of water, sparking conflict. For the Indus, Ganges, and Sutlej, China, India, and
Pakistan have been quarreling over the proper allocation of its resources. When considering how vital water is as a
resource to every country, its proper management must be a high priority.
Five years ago, the PRC addressed the United Nations Security Council Debate on Water, Peace and Security and
echoed sentiments that the international community must promote the sustainable development and utilization of water
resources to promote peace, security, stability, development, and prosperity of mankind. The PRC has been adamant
about supporting countries in Africa to supply water. Through the framework of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation, the PRC has implemented dozens of well-drilling projects in Africa to supply water, including 100 clean
energy projects. These projects aim to help African countries enhance their meteorological infrastructure building
efforts and improve the preservation and management of forests. Beyond Africa, the PRC has engaged in technical
dialogue, namely with the China-Europe Water Platform (CEWP), a division of the regional component of the EU
Water Initiative, with other countries to strengthen the exchange of experiences and help those countries develop plans
regarding their use of water resources, flood control, and disaster reduction. Through these initiatives, the PRC has
established the Dialogue on Groundwater Policy, Legislation and Standards to promote research, reform, and
development. Ultimately, the PRC helped those countries upgrade their abilities to better develop and manage water
resources. All of these efforts towards development reduce the likelihood of conflict arising due to the more amicable
relationship and larger prevalence of water access.
The People's Republic of China recommends the usage of a three-pronged approach which will increase water access
and in turn promote peacemaking. First, efforts must be made to strengthen the preservation, development, and
management of water resources in order to remove the root causes of conflicts driven by water scarcity. It is imperative
to prioritize the safeguarding of peace and security, strengthen cooperation with others, improve scientific
development of water resources and allocate water resources reasonably and conserve and efficiently use them. The
PRC recommends other countries to combine efforts and upgrade their respective water-security-related capabilities
to facilitate the sharing of water resources which will enhance mutually-beneficial cooperation. These efforts will
avoid friction and conflicts caused by water scarcity. Second, in-depth international cooperation on water resources
must be a priority. Through cooperation platforms such as the World Water Forum, the international community must
conscientiously implement international consensus on water and sustainable development. Cooperation should
advance support given to the Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace and the United Nations, as well as the
World Bank High-Level Panel on Water, and other similar mechanisms to actively promote international cooperation
in that area. Cooperation should also advance aid to regional organizations such as the Senegal River Basin
Development Organization and the Gambia River Basin Development Organization to comprehensively proceed with
the preservation, development, and utilization of transboundary water resources that will embolden the international
community to improve water access and decrease conflict. Third, transparency, coupled with dialogue and
cooperation, must be strengthened to appropriately address issues related to transboundary water resources.
Transboundary water resources, which affect the common well-being of countries on the lower and upper reaches of
river basins, must be safeguarded with regional peace and stability. Regional common development should be
committed to strengthening coordination and communication so as to promote mutually beneficial cooperation.
Relevant United Nations bodies, including the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), IAEA, United Nations

Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations University, World Bank, as well as regional and subregional
organizations, such as the Global Water Partnership (GWP), the International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
(ICID), must play and active role in transboundary water resources cooperation by facilitating dialogue, cooperation
and concerted actions among countries so as to contribute to the well-being of people living in river basins.
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
The People’s Republic of China believes that the management of plastic waste is one of the most pressing issues
facing the global environment today. Understandably, the global reliance on plastics has resulted in the production
of nearly 300 million tons of plastic waste every year -- nearly equivalent to the weight of the entire human
population. However, with a plethora of ways to reduce plastic, the PRC acknowledges that not all are used to the
highest of their capacities. Namely, only 9% of plastic waste has been recycled and only 12% has been incinerated.
The rest has accumulated in landfills around the world, causing detrimental impact on the global wellbeing of
citizens, primarily through health. The permeation of microplastics into humans has caused numerous conditions,
ranging from cancer, to cardiovascular diseases, and even infertility. Understanding all these risks combined lead the
PRC to establishing numerous measures to combat the mismanagement of plastic waste disposal.
Historically, the PRC was situated as a massive repository for plastic waste. As a result, the PRC implemented a ban
on the importation of mixed-use plastics. This ban has already foreseen numerous benefits for the citizens of the
PRC -- reserving Chinese waste management to focus on Chinese citizens, rather than a waste department for the
rest of the world. However, these actions had beneficial impacts for the rest of the world as well. Without an easily
accessible area for Western countries to store waste, incentives were provided to produce less plastic waste,
mitigating plastic waste trade flow worldwide. With the dawn of COVID-19, the PRC took quick action,
implementing a plastic ban that prohibits restaurants throughout the country from providing single-use plastic straws
and stores in major cities from providing plastic shopping bags. The World Bank has aided the PRC in plastic waste
management efforts, by approving a loan for US$430 million to be used for the China Plastic Waste Reduction
Project, a framework to help improve plastic waste management at the national and subnational levels in China and
reduce plastics pollution from municipal solid waste. Projects like these contribute to China’s efforts to transition
towards a low carbon and circular economy, and will help reduce plastic waste leakages to the world’s oceans
originating from China.
The People’s Republic of China proposes a multi-pronged approach for addressing this issue. First, it is imperative
for countries to implement single-use plastic bans. These are some of the most widely used and successful legal
mechanisms by governments. However, acknowledging some caveats, such as medical and scientific equipment, the
PRC encourages the flexibility of such legislation while still promoting alternatives for tangible replacements for
single-use plastics, such as plastic bags. Furthermore, the PRC also recognizes the disparities of low-income countries
to not have the capacity to implement such policies, and thus encourages the international community to provide
funding, or the United Nations with the World Bank or International Monetary Fund, to provide the necessary funding
to accommodate such low-income countries to have the abilities required to pass legislation regarding single-use
plastic bans. Second, the PRC encourages governments to impose taxes to deter the production or use of single-use
plastics, or offer tax breaks, subsidies, and other fiscal incentives to encourage alternatives to single-use plastic
products. In favor of a circular economy, the PRC has repeatedly implemented taxes and incentives such as valueadded tax (VAT) incentives, corporate income tax (CIT) incentives, and CIT - R&D-related incentives, all which have
seen a positive benefit to the management of plastics. Third, the PRC encourages the use of product standards. Product
standards, certifications, and labeling requirements can be designed to educate the public on the environmental impacts
of plastic, and on the health and safety hazards involved in their production and use. Legislation on single-use plastic
products can set standards on material composition, reusability, recoverability, biodegradability, and sustainability.
The PRC further recommends the investment from the international community into R&D for new technologies which
can aid in plastic waste management, as well as the investment into organizations such as the Plastic Pollution
Coalition (PPC) and the Clean Ocean Project. Ultimately, investments, legislation, and incentives to better reduce and
manage plastic waste can provide a solution for the international community.

Delegation From: Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Represented By: Lake Ridge Academy
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme(UNEP) are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity; and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal.

I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The planet is covered in roughly seventy-one percent water, but only about three percent of it is safe for human
consumption. With the constant expansion of industrialization, the demand for water has increased rapidly while the
supply has only decreased. Pollution, one of the effects of industrialization, has contributed to the water scarcity that
has increasingly plagued the world as of late. Additionally, climate change has only worsened the situation. As climate
change continually worsens as a result of pollution, it simultaneously affects the water sources available to some
populations. For example, more frequent and extreme droughts have been reported throughout the world as of late.
Some of these recent reports span from places on the west coast of the United States of America, to as far as India and
Afghanistan. With the droughts of climate change also come more frequent wildfires. As industrialization rapidly
expands, human buildings and deforestation continually degrade and/or destroy water sources. One example of this is
the mass construction of dams which alter the natural course of water which may degrade some water sources, while
the destruction of them can come from pollution or human expansion. Currently, about a fourth of the world’s
population is affected by water scarcity. With water scarcity comes obvious problems such as lack of drinking water
for populations, but it possesses an underlying ability. Water is a basic resource that every human being requires in
order to live, and its value only rises as it becomes more scarce. With this, it often becomes a foundation for conflict
throughout many areas of the world. The issue of water scarcity directly causes a lack of access to safe drinking water,
and indirectly causes the eruption of conflicts in populations affected.
The delegation from Afghanistan believes preventing conflicts over water scarcity is one of the most pressing issues
the United Nations Environmental Programme(UNEP) still needs to address. Currently, over seventy percent of the
Afghan population lacks access to safe drinking water. For the thirty percent that do have access, often the water may
still have contaminants. Afghanistan relies heavily on agriculture, and it uses up around ninety percent of available
water, but the sector is also responsible for around eighty percent of jobs within the country. Afghanistan’s most recent
devastating drought occurred in 2018, in which twenty-two of thirty-four provinces were affected. This drought caused
the displacement of roughly three hundred thousand Afghan citizens. Currently, Afghanistan is working to properly
distribute water to its people while still maintaining the agricultural sector of the economy. The former Afghan
government did not leave much infrastructure for water distribution, and rebuilding that must be a priority but financial
and educational aid are required to hasten that process. As the issue of water scarcity worsens, the likelihood of local
conflicts occuring only rises.
It is the hope of Afghanistan that the United Nations Environmental Programme finds a potential solution to address
the issue of water scarcity. Currently, the delegation of Afghanistan would be open to foreign assistance through the
UNEP. One thing that is desperately needed is the proper knowledge regarding how to construct efficient dams and
water distribution systems in order to sufficiently supply the thirty four provinces of Afghanistan. In addition,
monetary funding would be a beneficial catalyst in the construction of these systems. As seventy percent of the
population lack access to safe drinking water, the situation in local communities can quickly devolve which is why
this aid is necessary in preventing conflicts over the issue of water scarcity.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Contrasting the scarcity of water is the abundance of plastic waste damaging the environment globally. Plastic is a
staple whose production is expected to double by 2040. Plastic does not biodegrade, meaning used materials end up
in the environment being disposed of or incinerated. Many believe the natural response to this is to simply recycle
plastic waste, but recycling is more complex and less feasible than many think. The problematic nature of the recycling
industry can be seen in the choice of China and many Southeast Asian countries to exit the global trash trade, the
importing/exporting of used waste to other countries to be stored or processed. China was accepting more plastic waste
imports than any other country, and ultimately stopped altogether after its facilities were overwhelmed by the amount

of contaminated material. Traditional recycling facilities require intense sorting of waste because not all plastic is
recyclable, and the amount of plastic actually recycled globally is nowhere near enough to be sustainable. 90% of used
plastic actually goes to landfills or burning locations. The alternative, chemical recycling, is in its very early stages.
Chemical recycling uses different methods to process all kinds of plastic. Though it seems auspicious, chemical
recycling is very new and not accessible for many countries on the necessary scale. For this reason and because the
chemical treatments can also release harmful hydrocarbons, this is a better but also unsustainable method. Recycling
is obviously not the singular solution to plastic waste, but must be utilized to handle the waste currently in circulation.
The delegation recognizes that Afghanistan, the seventh poorest country on earth, is predisposed to have exacerbated
issues with waste management. Daily, Kabul city Afghans produce over seven metric tons of plastic waste, which
then goes to fields and valleys and damages the environment. Reducing this waste is not a feat that Afghan society
can accomplish without aid, as our people are reeling from four decades of warfare and lack the knowledge or
technology to make the much needed systemic change. The nation has always sought global help with environmental
concerns such as this, and now more than ever that help is in short supply. Foreign opposition to the new Taliban
government has rendered us unable to utilize foreign reserves and we have seen the halt of financial assistance from
the International Monetary Fund, European Union, and United States. We can only generate so much of the needed
capital internally, as our growing businesses are themselves large contributors to the plastic waste and we need waste
management innovation to sustain them. We urge the international community to stop playing politics with the lives
of Afghans and recognize the Taliban as the representative of a people recovering from endless conflict. The very war
that has destroyed Afghanistan and enlarged our need for aid cannot be the reason we do not receive it. Nearly 20
years ago, the 2003 UNEP Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment found our primary issue to be environmental
management caused in part by inadequate governing, and we suffered two decades of war under the same rule since
then. The preceding administration signed the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and held membership
in the South Asia Association for Regional Cooperation. The needs expressed by the prior government are now greater
than ever, and the new Taliban government was left with a very basic piece of legislation, the Waste Management
Policy, to attack the issue.
Unlike the prior unfit government, the Taliban would like to emphasize that we bring much to the table in solving
these global issues. As such, the delegation proposes a three-pronged response in which all parties are benefited. First
is the educational prong. The vast majority of Afghan citizens lack knowledge of the underlying processes of plastic’s
cycle and disposal. They are also focused on surviving and recuperating right now, making them unlikely to seek out
this information independently. We propose that UNEP member nations collaborate to produce standardized
informative material and realistic plans to distribute this material. Also, our limited legal precedence for waste
management demonstrates a need for learning on the government level, so we recommend the creation of the Ad Hoc
Advisory Committee for Waste Management in Developing Nations. The committee would consist of technologically
advanced developed nations (e.g China) in UNEP offering education, advice, and planning to countries like
Afghanistan as we take on plastic waste disposal. The second prong involves the technological facet. The
aforementioned trash trade could harm our country, as the health of our land sustains the 85% of our economy that is
agriculture, but we also recognize the need to handle the trash already existing globally. Thus, in exchange for
internationally subsidized waste-management facilities as well as binding policy denoting waste quantity and content,
Afghanistan would be open to accepting some waste from other nations to process after our own has been minimized.
Recycling should only be used for current plastic, and future plastic use should be curbed. As a cotton cultivator, we
have the raw material to make plastic alternatives, but lack the funding and technology. As a solution, we would be
partial to supplying raw material to nations who aid us in establishing these facilities. Finally is the financial prong.
Most urgently, we call upon the EU, US, and IMF to immediately renew their monetary assistance. Also, the delegation
adds that emphasis in the Advisory committee should be placed on economically-sound methods of incentivizing our
private businesses to use more sustainable materials.

Delegation from: Mexico
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The United Nations Environmental Programme is currently facing two problems: managing plastic disposal and
preventing conflicts over water scarcity. Mexico is committed to efficiently solving these environmental problems
with the exertion of policies and actions.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

With the world’s current increasing population, demands for water increase substantially. Data has shown that billions
of people have been suffering from lack of basic rights such as access to safe and clean water, proper sanitation, and
fresh food. Moreover, with the amount of water pollution being brought on by the advancement in technologies, less
water is available for human consumption. Additionally, as a result of natural disasters and production of reservoirs,
places such as wetlands and large water bodies are drying out.
Mexico believes that states should cooperate and implement tools such as policies, redistribution of water bodies.
Mexico has always been dedicated to preventing conflicts over water scarcity in many different manners. Water
scarcity has caused many conflicts in many places and even war between Israel and Palestine. In order to gain control
of water, Palestine and Israel fought the Water War between 1964 and 1967. In this case, water scarcity became a
major issue in Palestine and Israel. Since 1960, the Euphrates- Tigris Basin, shared between Turkey, Syria, and Iraq,
caused conflicts between the countries because of the change of flow of the rivers. Recently, Integrated Water
Resources Management (IWRM) aimed to balance the demands of water resources without affecting stable
ecosystems. Between 2017 and 2020, Mexico made moderate progress in response to this target. However, 107 other
countries did not reach their SDG (Sustainable Development Goals). Among these countries, Mexico desires to help
those who do not possess enough power such as South Sudan to achieve their goals by developing their water filtration
systems and promoting water stewardship around the world. Mexico also encourages those who possess enough power
such as the People's Republic of China and the United States to behave more by helping increase irrigation efficiency
in other countries and put more efforts in the possibility of desalinating seawater. Mexico also strongly supports
countries throughout the world reusing polluted water, collecting acid rain, and building bars between rivers and seas
in order to save more water.
Mexico also encourages meetings between international actors in order to address the difficulties such as lack of water
resources and propose solutions based on each country’s circumstances such as the state of economics and life quality
of its people. Mexico expects to see powerful international agencies such as the UN and great powers such as the
United States ensure the commitments of different states and secure the treaties that states should sign to promote
IWRM. In addition to IWRM and loss of water bodies, the quality of water is also concerning. Based on the data
recorded of 2300 lakes in 2019, about a quarter of them indicated a concerning amount of turbidity. On this issue,
Mexico advocates for cooperation between states to guarantee the safety of water resources for human uses. HighGDP (Gross Domestic Product) countries are responsible for aiding low-GDP countries to improve their quality of
water, as well as number of usable water bodies since more than three quarters of the total water bodies reported in
the world, are possessed by High-GDP countries. Water Scarcity has been caused by various reasons including
environment disasters, water pollution, and states’ inability to secure water resources and water quality. Mexico
expects to see more cooperation in more programs such as Integrated Water Resources Management between all states
and great powers such as the United States and People’s Republic of China as world leaders to play a bigger role in
enforcing policies and treaties over the subject of preventing conflicts of water scarcity. Water resources should be
balanced between High-GDP countries and Low-GDP countries and countries should work towards their goals in
IWRM.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Due to its convenience, plastic usage has increased exponentially since World War II: the amount of usage is
approximately 20,000% more in 2015 compared to that in 1950. As a result, it can take 20 to 500 years for plastic
waste to decompose based on the material and structure of the products. Moreover, undecomposed plastics often go
into the ocean which will harm marine life. Currently, there are 270,000 tons of plastics in the seas and 700 species

are threatened. Not only marine animals are impacted but also human beings who are consuming marine animals are
affected by the number of plastics in the sea. In addition, changes in policies in different countries also affected the
organization of plastic waste. For example, China, which had managed more than half of the plastic waste of the
world, banned importing plastic waste because most of the imports were mismanaged. Therefore countries are
experiencing more burdens in properly disposing of plastic on their own after China changed its policy. Additionally,
many high-income countries, which were greatly affected, now rely on other low-income countries, especially the
countries in Southeast Asia, in terms of incineration of recyclable plastic. For example, Malaysia, one of the primary
plastic importers in the world, manages its plastic waste by landfills and domestic burning. These methods are limited
in many ways and they will eventually damage the environment and ecosystem of the poor countries completely as it
is doing right now. Countries are experiencing more burdens in properly disposing of plastic on their own after China
changed its policy.
Mexico City has been ranked as a major city with the second-highest rates of waste production. There are 123 million
tons of plastic waste produced in Mexico City every day, and roughly 6% of it is being recycled. Mexico’s plastic
industry is rapidly growing and relies heavily on the United States, which makes up 67% of Mexico’s plastic and
rubber imports. Moreover, since Mexico decided to close Bordo Poniente in 2010, which was one of the world’s
largest landfills, recycling was hugely encouraged in order to reduce the amount of waste that goes to the landfills. In
addition, Mexico has diverted its waste into energy by changing it into compost and utilizing it as fuel. Mexico reduced
about half of the amount of waste that goes into landfills. This indicates that Mexico is reducing the amount of toxic
liquid that flows to rivers and oceans from the waste.
On this issue, Mexico disagrees with the approach of exporting plastic wastes between countries. Mexico believes that
each country should be responsible for disposing of their own plastic waste, instead of relying on low-income countries
to dispose of all plastic waste. Mexico suggests UNEP encourage countries to adopt a new method of disposing of
plastic waste, building houses using plastic waste, except for those countries not facing a housing shortage, such as
Japan. As the population of the world increases rapidly, more than 2 billion houses are expected to be built in the rest
of this century. Approximately 80% of the countries’ population is increasing, and many countries, especially those
in Africa, are in urgent need of building new houses in a short time. Mexico believes that building houses out of plastic
waste will be a proper choice that would solve two problems at once: a shortage of housing units and inappropriate
plastic disposal. Mexico believes that UNEP can turn plastic waste into useful materials for house building. Plastic is
almost impervious and it doesn’t react with water and it will endure various weather conditions. These characteristics
are all required for houses. Moreover, plastic waste would be an ideal material for countries that are in immediate
need of low-cost house units because building a house with plastics only costs a quarter of building a conventional
house and takes a very short time. For instance, according to a Colombian local company, a 40 m2 house merely took
5 days to build with four people. Although the development of the technology of turning plastic waste into house
building material can be challenging, Mexico believes that UNEP and the whole world will benefit from the ability to
dispose of unrecyclable plastic because few resources are required to build houses and countries would not waste their
lands or resources on disposing of huge amounts of plastic wastes.

Delegation from: the Republic of Mali
Represented By: Bay High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity; and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. Mali is dedicated to improving the availability and quality of
resources available to decrease the harm done by water scarcity, as well as decreasing the amount of single-use
plastics that are found in the environment.
I.
Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Water Scarcity is a problem that affects all continents. As the world’s population gets higher and
higher, there isn’t enough clean freshwater to sustain everyone. Droughts and overuse of resources can also
lead to water scarcity. As climate change continues, frequency and severity of droughts is likely to rise,
worsening the bad situation so many countries already face. In the last century, water use has grown at almost
twice the rate of the population. Although conflicts can be exacerbated by other things, water is both a cause
and an accelerant. In recent years, water-linked violence has almost doubled. Conflicts over water can be at the
local level, or the national level. It is not uncommon for disputes to occur between users that rely on the same
source of water.
The Republic of Mali, while not experiencing national water scarcity, has extreme regional water
stress. A majority of conflict over water occurs between herders and farmers. Desertification and drought
drives both parties from the northern and western edges of the country, placing stress on eastern resources.
Most conflict is not caused by water, but accelerated by lack of availability. In many cases, conflict is caused
by previous disagreements, or religious conflict. Half of Mali’s water sources are shared with other countries.
Upstream solutions to water scarcity, like the in-progress Fomi Dam, would change the flow of the water
downstream, negatively affecting the lives and livelihoods of downstream residents. Education on the topic of
water also remains something to be worked on. When looking at water available, water contaminated by
chemicals and other undrinkable things is often excluded in the count. However, in many communities, the
only water available, which may be fifteen kilometers away, is contaminated. Impure water can lead to a
variety of illnesses that can severely damage communities. The Government of Mali, with the African
Development Bank and the World Bank, has made investments to rehabilitate waterways and reduce the
amount of dredging and erosion control needed to keep the waterways open for use. Through the help of
outside organizations, 80% of Malians now have access to clean drinking water. That number can fluctuate in
different regions where citizens are further away from cities.
With all this progress, the Delegation of Mali remains hopeful that a solution to this problem may be
found. Still, at this time, the Government of Mali is limited in their capability of action due to limited
resources, and previous projects and priorities. To prevent conflict over water scarcity, regional needs of
potable water must be solved first. With the variability in circumstances, it is difficult to make a blanket policy
fix the problem everywhere. The delegation encourages countries to adjust plans to fit the needs of specific
regions, and work with the people in local communities to best fit it to their lifestyle. For less-developed
countries, it can be difficult to complete these projects without international funding. As lack of infrastructure
and cleanliness also carry a large impact on the availability of water, The Delegation of Mali pushes countries
to increase the quality of the infrastructure that carries water out to citizens, like aquifers and sewers. Impure
water leads to a variety of sicknesses that can even cause death, particularly in children. If education on the
effects of contaminated water, as well as of to purify water, is implemented, many lives will be saved. The
Delegation of Mali is convinced that improving the quality and availability of water will decrease the numbers
of water-related conflict.
II.
Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Across the world, plastic waste is being disposed of in landfills and the natural environment. Barely any of
the plastic produced passes through recycling facilities, and of the plastic that does, much is deemed unusable.
To save their nations from plastic pollution, developed countries will export plastics to less-developed, foreign
countries for them to handle. Considering the safety of their citizens, China banned the importation of any
foreign plastic other than the cleanest due to the buildup of toxins that were released. Other countries followed,
with 187 countries signing a treaty that gives nations the power to block the importation of unusable plastics
into their borders. Despite this effort, plastic still finds its way into other countries, spreading into other

landfills. What plastic is not in landfills ends up in the rivers, bringing plastics to both marine and land
ecosystems, leading to the presence of microplastics in food. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
production of single-use plastic erupted. Every day, face masks, face shields, and plastic gloves are discarded
only to be relocated to trash heaps, polluting the environment. In response to the growing plastic pollution,
countries put in place systems to combat the wrongful disposal of plastic waste. 77 countries across the world
placed some sort of ban or regulation on plastic bags. Currently, 81 countries endorse the Ocean Days Plastic
Pollution Declaration, which several United Nations proposed as an international way to combat the growing
disposal of plastic into oceans. As is the aim of many systems, the declaration aims to decrease the amount of
plastic pollution worldwide.
Mali, like countless other countries, struggles with plastic pollution and is doing everything in its power to
stop it. Most of Africa’s plastic is dumped into the Niger River which flows through the nation of Mali. The
Niger is one of the most polluted rivers in Africa, carrying around 35,000 tons of trash in its waters. As a
result, dangerous plastics can be spotted in many tributaries of the Niger river across Mali. The Malian
government recognizes attributes that the rise of plastic pollution correlatesas correlating with the rise in
population. Bamako, the capital of Mali, produces 17 thousand tons of plastic waste alone. The reuse of plastic
is highly encouraged to stop the demand for more plastic products. Nevertheless, when the plastics are no
longer needed, they end up in gutters, garbage cans, and even the river. Despite this, Mali puts in exemplary
efforts to combat plastic pollution in Africa. In the past, the Malian government played host to the Bamako
Convention, a treaty of the nations of Africa that prohibits the import of hazardous waste into the nations. The
Bamako Convention came into force in 1998 with, as of now, 29 signatories and 25 parties. The Bamako
Convention banned the importation of all hazardous waste, from radioactive materials to harmful plastics,
along with the disposal of waste into bodies of water. The government is not the only one participating in the
fight for proper plastic waste disposal, the Malian Branch of the Junior Chamber International organized a
competition to get the Malian citizens involved. The competition, known as R’Plast, is open to anyone in the
Malian area and aims to create an economy around plastic waste. People are urged to collect as much plastic as
they can out of the rivers and the streets over a certain amount of time. The person or group with the most
plastic collected will win a large sum of money for their efforts. Along with the country-wide efforts, the city
of Bamako established several citizen clean-ups, where residents of the city are hired to help clear up the
streets of waste. The Republic of Mali continues to make many governments and citizen-run efforts to put an
end to the plastic waste disposal failures of the past.
The Republic of Mali is fully willing to help improve plastic waste disposal worldwide. As the Malian
government involves itself in many international trends such as the banning of plastic bags and the Bamako
Convention, the delegation urges that other countries follow suit. Since much of the harmful disposal of plastic
waste comes from the importation and exportation of plastic to other countries, countries need to work together
internationally to better improve the environment. The Delegation of Mali suggests countries work to enforce
bans on plastic bags that are already made. While many nations have banned the use of plastic bags, there
needs to be stronger enforcement to stop the manufacturing of single-use plastic products. In doing this, the
disposal of plastic products can be controlled as new products are being pumped into the environment. The
Delegation of Mali also presses for more positive promotion of reusable products rather than negatively
putting down single-use plastics. While governments should put more emphasis on better plastic waste
disposal, the promotion cannot function without the help of the citizens. The Delegation of Mali pushes nations
to involve their citizens in positive plastic disposal tactics. Resident-run cleanups of cities are one of the best
ways to promote disposal habits that are healthier for the environment. Encouraging citizens to help the issue
allows the country to use tactics that best work for their people. Specifically, in countries that have other
priorities, it also allows the government to focus its attention on other crises while also being able to promote
plastic disposal. Overall, the Delegation of Mali would like to see more resident participation and enforcement
of positive waste disposal.
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Delegation from: Japan
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environment Programme include: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity and
the Management of Plastic Waste Disposal. Japan is ardent in the production of innovations that would preserve and
protect water and decrease the likelihood of future conflicts over water; Japan is also in favor of limiting the levels of
plastic waste being improperly disposed of.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Japan is devoted to the development of widely available water resources. Nationally, Japan has been combating water
shortages for decades, further fueling the hunger for water preservation and protection. Access to water is vital for
consumption, industry, and agriculture globally. Historically, water shortages have introduced wildfires, dust storms,
higher rates of sickness, crop failure, and perpetuated violence and conflicts. Making water more accessible
internationally and preventing conflicts relating to the absence of water are both predominant in Japan’s agenda. Japan
supports this position on the issue by attending relevant assemblies to propose domestic and international actions and
joining foreign communities who are striving for the same goals.
Considering the pressing issue of conflict relating to water scarcity, Japan has been avid in rectifying the situation by
participating in the Asia Pacific Water Forum (APWF) as Secretariat in 2006 to discuss the future of Asia in response
to the current water-related concerns; this meeting united 56 countries and has scheduled their next meeting for early
2022. This forum is extremely relevant to progress in the fight against water scarcity because any change must be
implemented worldwide to achieve visible change. In 2002, through a bilateral to work against the decreasing supply
of clean water The United States of America and Japan joined to form the Clean Water for People Initiative at the
World Summit on Sustainable Development in Johannesburg. Within this initiative, Japan has signed ODA loans of
64.36 billion yen ($559 million USD) toward the Republic of Indonesia for the Jakarta Sewerage Development Project
and the Urban Flood Control System Improvement in Selected Cities. Domestically, Japan has decided to approach
water scarcity technologically by experimenting with various methods. One of the most effective methods has been
recycling industrial water, which preserves roughly 80% and allows this water to be repurposed. Japan warns that as
global warming intensifies, low rainfall and undependable water sources will guarantee future water conflicts if other
countries are not open to conversation about the sustainable alternatives at hand.
Japan has noticed that water conflict most frequently stems from the lack of usable water, developed as a result of
contamination. Actively, Japan is combating this issue by promoting filtering technologies specialized for removal of
chemicals polluting the water source. Specifically, in the process of developing clean water for human consumption,
the Japan Water Purification Association created reverse osmosis water filtration technologies certified to effectively
remove iodine, radioactive iodine, and several other harmful chemicals from contaminated water. Japan proposes the
incorporation of these technologies globally to eliminate water scarcity. Additionally, Japan advocates for a dualpronged approach advocating for water purification and availability. The first includes the implementation of water
recycling facilities to treat and reuse water used in domestic activity and irrigation. Considering roughly 70% of the
world's freshwater is used in agriculture, the purification and reusability will preserve the remaining freshwater and
promote the ability to reuse water. Second, Japan suggests increased funding for the expansion of sewage systems that
would create transportation systems that guide water into treatment and filtration, especially in countries with little
access to clean water resources. Many countries in the Global South live in poverty without sustainable food and water
supply, increasing the prevalence of disease and lowering life expectancy. The inclusion of sewage systems into these
environments will provide communities with reliable and sanitary water, but also begin to build a foundation allowing
for the development of healthcare and self-sustainability. Japan hopes that openly communicating abroad about active
technology will inspire other countries to follow in similar footsteps. To reduce potential and future water-related
conflicts, it is vital to reflect on the source and make efforts toward reusing water, funding organizations and projects
which work to make water availability widespread.
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

In recent years, awareness about the negative implications of improper plastic waste disposal has gone public. The
piling landfills and polluted oceans are growing reminders of the increasing single-use plastic trend. Since the dawn
of consumerism, manufacturers and businesses have constantly competed to find the cheapest and most profitable
materials and goods. When plastic, and even more so, single-use plastic, first hit the markets, it instantly became
successful as a result of its inexpensive and convenient qualities. Specifically, Japan’s interest in plastic came from
the perspective of hygiene and how individually wrapped goods are less likely to carry harmful bacteria. However,
this product is not easy to dispose of or beneficial to the environment. Most plastics are not compostable or
biodegradable, and less than 14% is recyclable. This supports Japan’s major concern over the accumulation of this
plastic and its effects on the environment in addition to its difficulty to decrease the mass production of it.
Japan has displayed fervency toward the development of plastic alternatives and the decrease in improper disposal of
plastics by attending and organizing meetings to achieve resolutions and pledges aimed at these interests. Plastic
pollution is specifically prevalent in the Asia-Pacific region’s river systems, leading to Japan’s urgency in response to
this growing issue. In May 2020, Japan announced a partnership with the UNEP to work against plastic pollution as
well as support post-conflict environmental recovery in Iraq and South Sudan. Japan’s funding of these projects is
aimed at identifying the source of the Asian river pollution and preventing this pollution from finding its way into the
water in the future. Japan connects the nation's waste to each private business owner, who is primarily responsible for
the piling landfills of plastic. Japan has funded the CounterMEASURE project managed by the UN Environment
Programme’s Regional Office with the goal of identifying where plastic leaks originate. Japan also finds the marine
litter problem as extremely threatening and proposed the Marine Plastic Debris Cooperation Action Initiative to the
ASEAN+3 and was selected. The ultimate purpose of the Marine Plastic Debris Cooperation Action Initiative was to
improve management of plastic waste by environmentally sound waste management (through reducing, reusing, and
recycling), promote research and awareness on plastic marine debris, and strengthen regional and international
cooperation. All of these methods work together to support the journey toward the elimination of improper plastic
waste disposal.
In the effort to oppose the growing levels of plastic waste, Japan is interested in moving closer to a plastic-free and in
some cities, a zero-waste society. Zero waste refers to the idea that every product used is reusable, leading to no singleuse plastic waste in the country of Japan. Though this approach seems ambitious, Japan has ideas of implementation
that begin small. The utilization of wooden straws and food packaging made from agar are two examples of plastic
alternatives proposed in Japan. To slow the production of plastic, it is crucial to find similar, but eco-friendly,
alternatives that function similarly. Japan supports efforts to fund research groups looking at plastic alternatives and
plastic disposal. This research would further the understanding of sustainability and the effects of plastic waste
globally, sparking other countries to take action against this growing issue. Japan continues to stress the importance
of the unity of countries when it comes to working against a universal problem such as the management of plastic
waste disposal. Japan has heavily exported plastic waste in the past as a result of the limited options of disposal at
hand. However, with the development of alternatives and new recycling technology, the exportation of plastic waste
may subside in the near future. In situations where plastic is unable to be replaced, Japan supports the increase of
plastics being recycled. Japan has recently developed new and innovative ways of recycling using chemical methods.
A hydrothermal (Hydro-PRS) recycling plant is actively set to be built and run successfully in Japan. This process
works by exposing the plastic to supercritical steam and breaking it back down into the original chemicals and oils
they were created out of, making them reusable in a plethora of other ways. In short, the reduction, reuse, and increase
in recycling of plastic waste, as well as the further funding of research on marine and river plastic disposal, will lead
Japan and other participating countries toward a greener world.
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Delegation from: The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela
Represented by: St. Edward High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Committee
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Water scarcity, and the conflicts it causes, are a huge threat to our peace and subsistence. Nearly
one billion people around the world, but mostly in Lesser Economically Developed Countries
(LEDCs), do not have daily access to safe drinking water. As water is a basic human need, those
who cannot get it will be forced to take violent measures in order to secure their own safety.
However, The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela recognizes that whereas water scarcity is a
growing global issue, there are other equally pressing environmental issues that require equal
attention both in Venezuela and throughout the world.
The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela has had a recent problem with water scarcity. In 1998,
almost 90 percent of Venezuelans had access to drinking water, a respectable percentage for any
country. However, that percentage has unfortunately been sinking lower and lower, and is now
less than 20 percent, a number significantly lower than the global average. Venezuela has been
taking some minor steps to attempt to reverse the downward trend, including providing communal
wells in many dense urban areas. In 2018 and 2019, Venezuela took some major steps to prevent
the water scarcity and all of the terrible things, including disease, conflict, and dehydration, that
come with it. One such measure was allowing the UNOCHA (UN Office for the Coordination of
Humanitarian Affairs) to assess the humanitarian crisis and deliver humanitarian aid for people
affected by the water crisis in Venezuela. Unfortunately, the COVID-19 pandemic became a much
bigger and urgent issue than water scarcity was, and that soaked up much of the government's
budget and time. Once the pandemic is mostly under control, especially locally, Venezuela might
make more plans again to improve the water supply, as many other massively detrimental side
effects come with a scarcity of water. The most significant one is a major drop in agricultural
production, which could be significantly higher with Venezuela’s tropical climate, ideal for
growing many kinds of produce, which could indirectly boost the Venezuelan economy.
Overall, while The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela believes water scarcity is a problem, it does
not believe it to be one of the most important problems affecting our society today. While
Venezuela will happily accept foreign aid involving the water crisis, Venezuela does not wish to
spend more money than necessary on providing water to its citizens right now, pending the
resolution of other issues of more immediate concern.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Poor management of plastic waste disposal often results in pollution and waste. Improperly
disposed plastics can pollute water, causing harm to sea life, as well as preventing said plastics
from being recycled and reused. Only around 6-10% of used plastics around the world are currently
are recycled. Plastic waste can run off into rivers and streams and, from there into larger
waterways, lakes and – ultimately – in to the oceans. This has very serious negative environmental
implications, potentially causing danger to wildlife, sea life and the fishing industry. Poor
management of plastic waste is thus a very real existential threat to sensitive ecosystems across
the globe in addition to challenging economic sustainability of the global fishing industry, a key
element of food security for all.
The Bolivarian Republic of Venezuela’s Ministry of Popular Power for Ecosocialism (MINEC)
passed Resolution No. 0191 in January 2021, in which set standards for the liability for the
production of plastic waste disposal management were set across Venezuela. All manufacturers
and distributors of plastic were added to a register controlled by the MINEC to regulate plastic
waste disposal. Venezuela believes that plastic disposal can be easily mismanaged, causing
widespread issues, and the best solution to these problems is thus effective management from the
government.
Venezuela would like to see the UNEP pass a resolution that encourages governments to manage
their own waste, and takes power away from the irresponsible plastic companies to allow for a
safer and more healthy community.

Delegation From: The Republic of Congo
Represented by: Rocky River High School
Committee: United Nations Environmental Agency (UNEP)
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Agency are: Preventing conflicts over water
scarcity and managing plastic waste disposal. The Republic of the Congo hopes to collaborate with
other nations on similar issues to resolve some of the environmental issues that we are currently
facing.

Topic I: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
The Republic of the Congo has an ongoing battle with trying to prevent water scarcity among its
people. Many people throughout the country do not have access to drinking water and the country
has many humanitarian resources that have been brought in to try to aid the country in helping with
water shortages. According to UN Water, the need for water is continually increasing and the need to
find solutions to the water crisis is higher than ever.
According to the World Bank, the poverty level of the Republic of Congo is up to 52.5% which
pushes the poverty rate to over half of the population. The poverty rate contributes to the fact that
people are not able to get clean drinking water. According to ReliefWeb, people in the Republic of
Congo spend 2-3 dollars per day on getting fresh water. For people below the poverty line, this
equates to a lot of their weekly salary being spent on a basic necessity. Also coming from ReliefWeb,
only 46% of the households in the country have access to clean drinking water coming into their
home. That leaves the other 54% of people to have to travel a distance to get water to drink, bathe or
clean. The government has brought in aid to try to help this seemingly helpless situation but the
problem is far from solved.
Given the current situation, the Republic of Congo believes that a long term solution, not just a quick
fix, is needed to once and for all solve the problem. First of all, the Republic of the Congo believes
that a partnership between the government and Water.org could greatly help the impoverished
people. Water.org is a nonprofit organization that helps bring clean and safe water to people with the
most affordable options possible. Loans are often taken out to help fund these projects, but given the
current amount of money being spent annually just to get freshwater, the people could be using that
money to get a long term solution by paying off the loans. Eventually, the loans would be paid off
and the people in the Republic of Congo would no longer have to worry about paying an exorbitant
amount of money weekly just to get a basic human necessity. The Republic of the Congo believes
that long term solutions such as these would be a much better solution given that as of right now the

people are still able to continue on as they have been. By implementing long term solutions, the
people will have a better future without dealing with conflicts over water.

Topic II: Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Waste management has been at the forefront of many political conversations in recent years.
Countries all over the world are trying to manage the waste that their country produces in the most
effective ways possible and the Republic of the Congo is no different. The Republic of the Congo
would like to find the best and most effective way to manage plastic waste disposal that is hurting the
environment.
The Republic of the Congo is no stranger to the effects that plastic pollution can have on the
environment. In recent years, the effects of plastic waste have been shown through environmental
disasters such as landslides and floods due to drains being blocked with plastic remnants. Reuters
covered the topic of what the country is planning to do next when they wrote an article all about a
speech made by Bienvenu Okiemy. In this speech he talked about the country’s law that banned the
buying and selling of plastic bags in an effort to reduce the amount of plastic waste. According to
AfricanCleanCities.org, 10% of all of the waste from the country is plastic. This large percentage of
plastic waste is taking a toll on the country’s environment. The country is also suffering from an
inability to recycle because according to the same source, the country does not house a recycling
facility. Although recyclable materials are collected, they are not able to fully go through the cycle
seeing as there is no way to do it.
Given the current state of waste management, the Republic of the Congo suggests that a more short
term and long term plan be put into action. The long term plan would consist of recycling centers
should be built so that the country could perform the full cycle of recycling within the country’s
borders. This would promote more people to recycle because they would know that their collected
materials are not just going to be dumped into the same landfill as their other waste. This would also
help the country’s environmental issues due to plastic because if the plastic littering the streets was
able to be recycled, slowly but surely the environment would be able to be cleaned up. A more short
term solution to reduce the amount of plastic waste would be to ban the use of plastic straws and
other unnecessary plastic items. In the past this may not have been feasible, but given the amount of
more environmentally friendly options available such as paper straws, this could slow down the
amount of plastic waste until a more permanent solution was able to be funded and then put into
action.

Committee: United Nations Environmental Programme
Delegation: Algeria
School: Chardon High School
Position Paper for United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP)
The issues before the Environmental committee are: Preventing conflict over water security and
managing plastic waste disposal.
Topic A: Preventing Conflict Over Water Security
Water scarcity is huge in many countries and due to increasing population and economic expansion in
recent years, water risks and conflict have tremendously increased. 1.1 billion people lack access to water
worldwide and inadequate sanitation is a problem for 2.4 billion people. In addition, only 3.5% of water is
drinkable even though water makes up 71% of the world's surface area. Especially in developing
countries, water scarcity is a huge problem and can create conflict and tension between countries.
Algeria is located in a region with “high water deficit and poor hydraulic potential, affecting considerably
the economy and food security.” However, Algeria’s drinking water supply and sanitization is marked by
accomplishments and challenges. Algeria has had “a substantial increase in the amount of drinking water
supplied from reservoirs, long-distance water transfers and desalination at a low price to consumers,
thanks to the country's substantial oil and gas revenues.” Algeria also transitioned from intermittent to
continuous water supply in 2011 and had improvements in wastewater treatment. The number of
wastewater treatment plants throughout Algeria increased substantially with 18 plants in 2000 to 113 in
2011 and 96 more plants under construction. Most of these achievements were created through Algeria’s
partnership with a private French water company. However, Algeria also faces many concerns. There has
been little progress with the reuse of treated water as well as pollution of water resources and there is poor
service quality in many cities outside Algeria’s capital with “8% of urban residents suffering from
intermittent water supply.”
Algeria thinks the best way to address water scarcity and therefore prevent conflict of water security is
through cooperation with other countries to reduce wasteful use of water as well as to increase availability
of clean water is through the improvement of sewage, wastewater treatment, and watershed management.
Algeria also believes that to prevent conflict over water security, countries need to be proactive and work
with each other to help decrease disputes over water security. Additionally, 40% of the world’s
population lives within 100km of coast including Algerian citizens. Due to this, we see cheaper
desalination methods to be a good investment to be able to keep up with our growing water demand.
Topic B: Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
In the 21st century, plastic can be found in virtually everything, from smartphones to water bottles to
bags. It has made life simpler and more efficient but its true impact is beginning to be understood. First,
most plastic is created from raw materials such as natural gas and oil, both non-renewable resources. In
the form of plastic bottles, it takes 450 years to decompose and 1,000 years for plastic bags. In 2018 only

8.7% or 3 million tonnes of plastic was recycled. This leaves 34.5 million tonnes of plastic in landfills just
in 2018. And this plastic doesn’t only end up in landfills but in our water sources too. This is a growing
problem and starting to be observed everywhere around the world with the rise in globalization.
Algeria has recently had a change of course with plastic waste. In 2017, there were 13 million tonnes of
waste, 17% of which was plastic, and 50% of that plastic was recycled. The country has a plan called,
“The National Strategy for Integrated Waste Management 2035” which is a strategy to first, reduce waste
before it’s even created, hopefully, to reduce the 13 million ton number not increase it. The subsequent
step of the process is to design more efficient and cost-effective sorting methods for recyclable materials.
The third step is to set in place a policy called “polluter pays” which charges polluters and redirects that
money towards the management of waste. From 2003-2017 only $2 billion has been invested into better
waste management and much of it is public. Another problem stemming from outside the country is waste
washing into shore from the Mediterranean Sea. Led by Egypt along with France, Greece, Morocco, Italy,
and Monaco Algeria hopes to limit plastic pollution in the sea.
Algeria thinks the best way to fix the issue of plastic waste is to first limit the amount used in the first
place, then set up efficient sorting and methods of converting plastic back to raw materials. Also, Algeria
in its own country would like to see more incentives for private industries to see the environmental and
cost benefits of recycling. Additionally, Algeria’s cooperation with Egypt, France, Greece, Morocco,
Italy, and Monaco should be an example taken by other countries to help protect their shared
environments. With less pollution and minimizing plastic before it’s even used, Algeria sees the benefits
of greater tourism and improving the lives of its citizens and nearby countries to be an outcome of plastic
waste reduction.

CCWA Winter MUN 21
Delegation from: The Russian Federation
Represented by: St. Edward High School

Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
I.

Preventing Conflicts over Water Scarcity

Water scarcity is an issue that has increased in severity and urgency over the past years. Billions
of people across the globe suffer from water scarcity, and as countries are desperate for the
limited available water, conflicts are bound to arise. According to National Geographic
magazine, about 1.2% of the Earth’s water is clean enough to be used as drinking water. That
limited amount of water is not evenly distributed across the globe. Some countries, such as
Russia, are blessed with enough water to sustain their populations, whereas others share water
sources with other countries, and as each country tries to claim as much of it for themselves as
possible, conflicts arise. A prime example of this is in the Tigris-Euphrates Basin. According to
the BBC, this region is experiencing the most rapid loss of groundwater in the world. This
resulted in Turkey, creating and filling its Ilisu Dam, which severely affected the flow of water
downstream into Syria, Iraq, and Iran. The rate of flow into Iraq was cut in half, and all
throughout the river water quality suffered. This sort of situation might easily cause conflicts in
the future, so action must be taken immediately to prevent potential areas of conflict arising
accordingly.
However there is another facet of this issue, induced scarcity. This is a problem which affects the
country of Russia, as thousands in Crimea are in desperate need of water. When Russia annexed
the peninsula, Ukraine sought revenge, and their method of doing so was to block the Dnieper
River. This eliminated 85% of Crimea’s water supply, and the people were left suffering. They
now refuse to end the blockage until the alleged Russian occupation in the Crimean Peninsula
ends. Ukraine is essentially holding the people in Crimea hostage by restricting water. Not only
does the Russian Delegation reject the Ukrainian narrative about the protections offered to the
people of Crimea by the Russian Federation, but also considers this act of induced scarcity of
water as unacceptable, and measures must be taken to ensure water is not used as a weapon
against the people. However the key to preventing situations like these is not at the international
level, but instead the key is regional and local cooperation. Nowhere has cooperation over water
been more successful than The Good Water Neighbors Project and the Nile Basin Initiative. The
first of these, the good Water Neighbors Project, was established in 2001. It is the result of a
joint effort between Israeli, Jordanian, and Palestinian people to protect their shared sources of
water. It has been a very successful regional collaborative project and has not only helped share
water across the countries, but it has also helped to build local peace. The second is the Nile
Basin Initiative, which is a similar joining of countries to share the water resources and to
develop the Nile River Basin cooperatively.
It is this kind of cooperation at the local level that can contribute to preventing conflicts over
water, so it is the recommendation of the Russian Federation that cooperation is organized at the
regional and local levels to prevent conflicts and induced scarcity.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The world’s ability to manage plastic waste is something that the peace and environmental security
for future generations of mankind are dependent on. Since there has been an increase in the amount
of plastic produced each year - currently about 300 million tons of plastic - there hasn’t been a
corresponding global increase in conservation efforts to counter this growing problem. This has
led to increasing devastation and ruin of sensitive ecosystems around the world. To put it in
perspective, about 10 million tons of plastic waste negatively affect marine life – particularly in
the oceans - each year. This alone is too much for the future environmental safety of the planet and
if this continues, widespread devastation will adversely affect future generations. It is estimated
that by 2040 there will be 1.3 billion tons of plastic waste present in across the global environment.
These reasons make it even more prevalent that international society needs to do more to improve
and re-frame the way plastics are produced and plastic waste is managed across the globe in the
future.
The Russian Federation is currently dealing positively with internal issues with plastic waste.
Plastic products have been so heavily used in Russia in the past and especially so by the regular
consumer. Plastic bags, bottles, and kitchenware among other things are contributing to the
pollution of ecosystems around Russia. The Ministry of Natural Resources and Environment of
the Russian Federation has estimated that around 60 million metric tons of plastic are produced
each year. This is such a large amount of plastic produced that there has to be an efficient manner
of disposal that doesn’t risk the environment and which is also budget-friendly. Plastic pollution
is contributing to a major problem with water pollution in Russia, with up to 36.3 pieces of
microplastic found per kilogram of dry sediment in Baltic Sea beaches in the Kaliningrad region
according to a recent report (Esiukova, 2017). The Russian Federation understands the importance
of combating the issues involving plastic waste on a global collaborative basis, in addition to the
measures already increased within Russia, which includes the plan to put 50% of all recyclable
waste from construction, manufacturing, and agriculture into making new plastics, thus shrinking
Russia’s landfills by 50% by 2030.
As seen in other countries around the world, a lack of an efficient disposal system creates massive
problems for them and others The Delegation of Russia would like to see a global reduction of
plastic waste through limiting the production of plastic products in the first instance. Russia would
also like to ban the use of single-use disposable plastics by 2024. Disposable plastics are not easily
biodegradable and are causing landfills to grow and adversely affecting the environment. By
adopting collaboratively and implementing these two policies, the Delegation of Russia hopes this
committee might limit the amount of plastic both produced and thrown away without negative
outcomes on local, regional and global economic growth.

Republic of Turkey, Rocky River High School, UNEP
In 1972 the United Nations decided an organization for the protection of the
environment was necessary for the continued protection of the environment. From the
organization’s headquarters in Nairobi, Kenya, the United Nations Environmental
Programme has been dedicated to shining light on environmental issues that people all
over the globe face. To shine light on these issues the UNEP collects data, analyses that
data, and informs governments and people on ways to potentially help fix the problem
before it becomes potentially dangerous. Today two pressing issues face the council,
those being wars over the scarcity of water and the management of plastic waste
disposal.
I.Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
History:
In past years, the availability of water has been in question as hostilities have been
rising over the scarcity of the vital resource. As nations argue over dwindling water
supplies, a solution is needed to get the accessibility of water up. Tensions have been
rising ever since the global temperatures rise causing water shortages. Nations such as
Ethiopia, Egypt, Sudan or India and China prepare for war over vital water sources, some
sort of solution is needed.
Analysis:
The Republic of Turkey has historically been in favor of finding new ways to ease
the access of safe and clean drinking water to all peoples of the world, thereby increasing
the supply of water and easing tension. Finding these solutions would increase world
health and access to clean drinking water. Access to clean water would also ease tensions
between nations preparing for war over the vital resource. These wars over the water
supply are some of the most pressing issues of the modern day and if declared, could
possibly result in the deaths of hundreds of millions. That number comes from the fact
that the Republic of India and the People’s Republic of China are the most populated
nations in the world. The issue of clean water in India is becoming much more noticeable
as China plans to dam up a source of water vital to the Indian nation-state. China claims
the dam is necessary as a source of power to their western provinces. This potentially
devastating war would disrupt global affairs including but not limited to trade, commerce,
technological development, and even the future of modern diplomacy as we know it.
Thus, it is in the Republic of Turkey’s best interest to prevent this theorized war at all
cost. To do this Turkey proposes a halt on any dam being constructed by China.
Desired Outcome:
The Republic of Turkey hopes to come to a resolution where the planned dam by
the Chinese government is scrapped in its entirety. This would continue the flow of water
to the people of India and many other countries in the region. As for the issue of power
for the western provinces of China, looking into other environmentally sound options
should be considered; options such as but not limited to solar or wind. In this proposed
resolution, all parties receive their desired outcome and war would be avoided.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste and Disposal

History:
For the past few decades, managing waste has become of great concern around
the world. Specifically, the amount of plastic waste that is being dumped into
landfills. The average human creates 3.5 pounds of trash per day, and this adds up very
quickly, filling landfills at an extraordinary rate. Nations such as the United States of
America, India, Germany, and Kenya are all trying to limit and decrease the amount of
plastic around the world, in landfills and in the water.
Analysis:
The Republic of Turkey in recent years has been striving to lessen the amount of
plastic in their landfills and in their waters. In striving for the reduction of waste, Turkey
has become much more environmentally conscious and safer. Our nation has proposed a
bill to ban the UK export of polyethylene plastics to Turkey; this action has already
presented a reduction of plastic pollution in our landfills and waters. By increasing the
restrictions and actions to fight plastic pollution, the waters around our country and our
country itself will become a much better place. In return to increasing these restrictions it
will help the world’s clean water supply.
Desired Outcome:
The Republic of Turkey hopes to come to a decision to help limit the amount of
plastic used in countries. Trying to limit the amount of waste produced per
day. Hopefully lowering the amount of waste from three and a half pounds per person to
something much lower. As a result, we hope that this committee will help agree on a
position to involve the world to create a much more environmentally safe world.

Delegation from: Mexico
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The United Nations Environmental Programme is currently facing two problems: managing plastic disposal and
preventing conflicts over water scarcity. Mexico is committed to efficiently solving these environmental problems
with the exertion of policies and actions.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

With the world’s current increasing population, demands for water increase substantially. Data has shown that billions
of people have been suffering from lack of basic rights such as access to safe and clean water, proper sanitation, and
fresh food. Moreover, with the amount of water pollution being brought on by the advancement in technologies, less
water is available for human consumption. Additionally, as a result of natural disasters and production of reservoirs,
places such as wetlands and large water bodies are drying out.
Mexico believes that states should cooperate and implement tools such as policies, redistribution of water bodies.
Mexico has always been dedicated to preventing conflicts over water scarcity in many different manners. Water
scarcity has caused many conflicts in many places and even war between Israel and Palestine. In order to gain control
of water, Palestine and Israel fought the Water War between 1964 and 1967. In this case, water scarcity became a
major issue in Palestine and Israel. Since 1960, the Euphrates- Tigris Basin, shared between Turkey, Syria, and Iraq,
caused conflicts between the countries because of the change of flow of the rivers. Recently, Integrated Water
Resources Management (IWRM) aimed to balance the demands of water resources without affecting stable
ecosystems. Between 2017 and 2020, Mexico made moderate progress in response to this target. However, 107 other
countries did not reach their SDG (Sustainable Development Goals). Among these countries, Mexico desires to help
those who do not possess enough power such as South Sudan to achieve their goals by developing their water filtration
systems and promoting water stewardship around the world. Mexico also encourages those who possess enough power
such as the People's Republic of China and the United States to behave more by helping increase irrigation efficiency
in other countries and put more efforts in the possibility of desalinating seawater. Mexico also strongly supports
countries throughout the world reusing polluted water, collecting acid rain, and building bars between rivers and seas
in order to save more water.
Mexico also encourages meetings between international actors in order to address the difficulties such as lack of water
resources and propose solutions based on each country’s circumstances such as the state of economics and life quality
of its people. Mexico expects to see powerful international agencies such as the UN and great powers such as the
United States ensure the commitments of different states and secure the treaties that states should sign to promote
IWRM. In addition to IWRM and loss of water bodies, the quality of water is also concerning. Based on the data
recorded of 2300 lakes in 2019, about a quarter of them indicated a concerning amount of turbidity. On this issue,
Mexico advocates for cooperation between states to guarantee the safety of water resources for human uses. HighGDP (Gross Domestic Product) countries are responsible for aiding low-GDP countries to improve their quality of
water, as well as number of usable water bodies since more than three quarters of the total water bodies reported in
the world, are possessed by High-GDP countries. Water Scarcity has been caused by various reasons including
environment disasters, water pollution, and states’ inability to secure water resources and water quality. Mexico
expects to see more cooperation in more programs such as Integrated Water Resources Management between all states
and great powers such as the United States and People’s Republic of China as world leaders to play a bigger role in
enforcing policies and treaties over the subject of preventing conflicts of water scarcity. Water resources should be
balanced between High-GDP countries and Low-GDP countries and countries should work towards their goals in
IWRM.
II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Due to its convenience, plastic usage has increased exponentially since World War II: the amount of usage is
approximately 20,000% more in 2015 compared to that in 1950. As a result, it can take 20 to 500 years for plastic
waste to decompose based on the material and structure of the products. Moreover, undecomposed plastics often go
into the ocean which will harm marine life. Currently, there are 270,000 tons of plastics in the seas and 700 species

are threatened. Not only marine animals are impacted but also human beings who are consuming marine animals are
affected by the number of plastics in the sea. In addition, changes in policies in different countries also affected the
organization of plastic waste. For example, China, which had managed more than half of the plastic waste of the
world, banned importing plastic waste because most of the imports were mismanaged. Therefore countries are
experiencing more burdens in properly disposing of plastic on their own after China changed its policy. Additionally,
many high-income countries, which were greatly affected, now rely on other low-income countries, especially the
countries in Southeast Asia, in terms of incineration of recyclable plastic. For example, Malaysia, one of the primary
plastic importers in the world, manages its plastic waste by landfills and domestic burning. These methods are limited
in many ways and they will eventually damage the environment and ecosystem of the poor countries completely as it
is doing right now. Countries are experiencing more burdens in properly disposing of plastic on their own after China
changed its policy.
Mexico City has been ranked as a major city with the second-highest rates of waste production. There are 123 million
tons of plastic waste produced in Mexico City every day, and roughly 6% of it is being recycled. Mexico’s plastic
industry is rapidly growing and relies heavily on the United States, which makes up 67% of Mexico’s plastic and
rubber imports. Moreover, since Mexico decided to close Bordo Poniente in 2010, which was one of the world’s
largest landfills, recycling was hugely encouraged in order to reduce the amount of waste that goes to the landfills. In
addition, Mexico has diverted its waste into energy by changing it into compost and utilizing it as fuel. Mexico reduced
about half of the amount of waste that goes into landfills. This indicates that Mexico is reducing the amount of toxic
liquid that flows to rivers and oceans from the waste.
On this issue, Mexico disagrees with the approach of exporting plastic wastes between countries. Mexico believes that
each country should be responsible for disposing of their own plastic waste, instead of relying on low-income countries
to dispose of all plastic waste. Mexico suggests UNEP encourage countries to adopt a new method of disposing of
plastic waste, building houses using plastic waste, except for those countries not facing a housing shortage, such as
Japan. As the population of the world increases rapidly, more than 2 billion houses are expected to be built in the rest
of this century. Approximately 80% of the countries’ population is increasing, and many countries, especially those
in Africa, are in urgent need of building new houses in a short time. Mexico believes that building houses out of plastic
waste will be a proper choice that would solve two problems at once: a shortage of housing units and inappropriate
plastic disposal. Mexico believes that UNEP can turn plastic waste into useful materials for house building. Plastic is
almost impervious and it doesn’t react with water and it will endure various weather conditions. These characteristics
are all required for houses. Moreover, plastic waste would be an ideal material for countries that are in immediate
need of low-cost house units because building a house with plastics only costs a quarter of building a conventional
house and takes a very short time. For instance, according to a Colombian local company, a 40 m2 house merely took
5 days to build with four people. Although the development of the technology of turning plastic waste into house
building material can be challenging, Mexico believes that UNEP and the whole world will benefit from the ability to
dispose of unrecyclable plastic because few resources are required to build houses and countries would not waste their
lands or resources on disposing of huge amounts of plastic wastes.

CCWA WINTER MUN 21
Delegation from: Germany
Represented by: St. Edward High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Program
I Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
Germany highly supports the principle of preventing conflicts over water scarcity. As a country
that has a consistent reduction in rainfall over the last three years, Germany has had internal
conflicts over water scarcity in some states in the past despite what could be considered a plentiful
natural water supply. Many other countries which face regular droughts and challenges to the ready
availability of water would greatly benefit from those programs that will help the effective
collection, storage and distribution and collecting of the little amounts of water that these countries
have managed to store thus far.
The issue of preventing conflict over water scarcity is related to Germany due to the fact that
during the recent summers Germany has experienced reduced rainfall compared to previous years.
This is important because Germany gets over 70% of its water from dams and rainwater. Germany
is currently in the process of writing up a policy that will, “ensure an adequate supply of drinking
and processed water, both in terms of quality and quantity,” to secure, for long term, all other water
uses that serve the public interest. These include leisure, recreation, shipping, and energy
production. Finally, this will help to maintain or restore good ecological and chemical quality of
water bodies. This policy was written up as a precautionary measure, but if not passed will leave
many people not having a readily accessible source of water. But Germany’s water shortage is not
as bad as Eritrea, for example, where over 80% of their population does not have access to clean,
potable water. Germany is helping such countries as Eritrea with the German Water Partnership.
This partnership will help less economically developed countries (LEDC’s) – like Eritrea – to
secure clean, potable water. Germany does this because Germany believes that water is mankind’s
most important resource and without water, no one will be able to prosper.
The Delegation of Germany would like to see that The UNEP will help those impoverished
LEDC’S get the water they need safely and reliably. This could be addressed if the UNEP pushed
for funding to go to programs that will help not only these LEDCS get water the valuable resource
that it is, This could help the ecosystem around these countries this could be done by the protection
of rivers and waterways, better help to enforce the local law and regulations on people dumping
toxic chemicals into these waterways. In the end, Germany has a Mainly supportive role to play in
preventing conflict over water conflicts.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Management of plastic waste is a major issue that needs to be solved internationally due to the
lasting effects it will have on the world’s oceans, rivers, and marine life. Plastics can accumulate
chemicals in the water and the surrounding area. When birds, sea turtles, and other marine animals
ingest these plastics floating around in the water it can cause them to become sick and die. Plastics
and debris in oceans around the world have affected 267 species. The Delegation of Germany
recognizes and supports the need to manage plastic waste on the international level. As one of the
world’s lead producers of plastic, but also one of the world’s leaders in recycling plastics, Germany
has plans to solve the growing problem.
In 2018, the German Environmental Ministry revealed a five-point plan to reduce plastic
waste. The plan included avoiding unnecessary products and packaging, making products and
packaging environmentally friendly, an increase in recycling, separation of trash, and more
international aid. So far, this plan has increased the recycling rate of plastics in Germany from
36% to 48.8%. Germany has also followed the EU’s guideline to ban single use plastic items, and
has made a large investment of €50 million ($56.8 million) toward the export of technology that
will remove sea garbage. As another part of the Ministry’s plan, Germany has made an effort to
inform the public about the dangers of plastic waste on the environment to encourage them to take
action. Germany has always pushed to be environmentally friendly, both within its borders and on
the international scale. Plastic waste, if left unchecked, will leave the earth’s oceans and marine
life struggling and damaged. Germany has made efforts to decrease production of plastics, but
this battle cannot be won by one or two parties alone. Additionally, the international community
needs to work together to resolve this issue, if cooperation from every country is not apparent, the
plastic waste will worsen, and begin to affect public health and safety as well. This is a problem
of international concern, and needs to be treated as such before it becomes worse and even
impossible to recover from.
The Delegation calls on every country to do their part and find solutions to conquer plastic waste
and save marine life around the world. The Delegation of Germany understands that this change
will have to happen over time, but things like the ban of single use plastics and more public
awareness can go a long way. The larger, more powerful parties in the UN should also donate
money to the research and development of more environmentally friendly solutions than plastic. In
order to create a safer and better world for future generations, the Council must act now in order
to end this problem before it is too late.

Delegation From: United Kingdom
Represented by: Avon Lake City High School
Position Paper for United Kingdom Environmental Plan
The issues before the United Kingdom's Environment Programme are: Preventing Conflicts over
Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegation of the United Kingdom is
dedicated to justly protecting the environment.
I.

Preventing Conflicts over Water Scarcity

The United Kingdom delegation strongly recommends lowering carbon emissions among other
greenhouse gases as a course of action for preventing conflicts over water scarcity. Water scarcity
has been the leading cause of many modern wars. Studies have shown that approximately 40% of
the world is affected by this issue and it is responsible for the displacement of over 100s of millions
of people. Most modern water conflicts erupt from a decrease in water supplies that stems from
droughts, unclean water, or removing necessary resources from the environment surrounding the
water. A prime example of this was in 1947 there was major conflict between Pakistan and India
over water distribution. This dispute has now been majorly linked to climate change, specifically
due to the removal of essential resources.
Since the industrial revolution in the 1760’s pollutants have been dramatically affecting the
environment. This has caused great concern in the United Kingdom. As a way to decrease yearly
carbon emissions and greenhouse gases an act dubbed the Climate Change Act of 2008 was
established in November of 2008. The Climate Act of 2008’s purpose is to eliminate the United
Kingdom's carbon emissions and other greenhouse gases by 80% by the year 2050 compared to
the carbon levels that were recorded in the year 1990. We are doing this by incorporating
afforestartion into the act. At the moment it is decided that the United Kingdom will plant 20,000
hectares of forest to more closely align the carbon emissions to the oxygen emissions. Water
scarcity is an unexpressed but serious issue within the United Kingdom and is increasingly
becoming a cause for concern. Due to this we are willing to prioritize and provide a sufficient
portion of resources and funds towards this act. The welfare of the planet is something that the
United Kingdom would like to fixate on.
The United Kingdom proposes that it is essential to establish an act similar to the Climate Act of
2008. Lowering the amount of carbon emissions produced is known to provide many positive
benefits. These benefits include reducing global warming, limiting air pollution, and most
importantly it purifies water. This new solution would be predominantly funded by NGOs. By
stopping this issue at it’s source the planet will become much more stable and by decreasing global
warming substantially more water is able to be distributed. We plan to do this through methods
similar to the Act of 2008 where regrowth of plants was instituted in particular afforestation while
also incorporating other beneficial strategies such as limiting usage of fossil fuel, creating more
green energy outlets, as well as producing products with reused material. The United Kingdom is
aware that this resolution will take a length of time to be completed and is open to short term
solutions although we strongly believe that this is the most effective and long term solution.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The delegation of the United Kingdom agrees that plastic and the waste it creates is unjust and is
affecting the environment. Plastic that is not disposed of properly in surrounding bodies of water
is the most prevalent threat to marine ecosystems today, not only in the United Kingdom but in the
entire World. Research shows that within a year of Covid-19, 28,550 tons of plastic has gone into
the World's oceans. Animals in marine ecosystems eat these plastics digesting them, if not killing
them, and then humans eat these animals. People are eating micro plastics leading to significant
health risks like obesity, reproductive harm, organ failure, and developmental delays in children.
Since the 1950s when plastic production skyrocketed the global production of plastic has surpassed
9 billion tons. The United Kingdom alone has contributed 4.9 million tons of plastic and 3,675,000
tons of that plastic has ended up wasted into the environment and landfills. The United Kingdom
has worked hard to limit plastic usage, starting in 2015 the United Kingdom implemented a
mandatory charge on single use plastic shopping bags. From 2017 to 2021 single use shopping
bags has decreased significantly from 637 million to just 12 million, and this year it was also
implemented that the price of single use plastic bags will rise in price to try to limit this number
even more.
By creating a plan of action to reduce plastic waste, we can introduce plastic free products. The
United Kingdom is aware that this will take time and testing but it is worth it for our future
generations in hope for a cleaner environment. Places like Kenya and Taiwan have already
implemented acts to ban single use plastics to limit their plastic waste. As of August 2017 in Kenya
anyone who uses plastic bags faces 4 years in jail and a hefty fine, which is the world's harshest
plastic bag ban. And in Taiwan they restrict all single use plastics which should be fully
implemented by 2030.

CCWA WINTER MUN 21
Delegation from : France
Represented by: St. Edward High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Program
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The Delegation of France recognizes that the issue of water scarcity is a growing environmental
and existential issue across the globe, particularly as it adversely affects Lesser Economically
Developed Countries (LEDcs) who struggle to overcome the associated environmental, logistical
and economic challenges this produces.
France is fortunate to enjoy plentiful fresh water supplies in the homeland, with a mild temperate
climate, good mountain water supply run-off. excellent free-flowing rivers and environmentally
sound infrastructure to capture and distribute water accordingly. Across other parts of the world
that are also French territory but outside mainland European France there are challenges and
difficulties, however – and even in the mainland the negative effects of climate change also
present potential problems for the future. France fully supports the principles of the Paris
Climate Change Accord of 2016 which includes mechanisms to promote and protect the issues of
the availability of fresh potable water supplies across the globe. France recognizes that growing
water scarcity will easily lead to potential conflicts between countries over access to such a
crucial basic resource and seeks to ensure that careful and environmentally sustainable
management of water supply is applied everywhere. France also recognizes that water scarcity is
no limited to LEDCs but affects all countries across all continents. Water scarcity is increasingly
a threat to local, regional and international security and France wishes to be at the forefront of
methods to prevent this from boiling over into conflict.
The Delegation of France would like to see this committee pass resolutions that accept the
growing threat water scarcity has on many communities, countries, regions and continents and
would look favorably on efforts that promote collaborative approaches for the future.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Water is a worldwide necessity. And the easiest way to transport this water is in plastic
containers. On average 1.3 billion plastic water bottles are used each day. That is 12 million
kilograms of plastic waste produced daily. While this plastic should be recycled, 91% of it is
being thrown away and ends up as litter in the countryside and in the oceans – which is also not
easily bio-degradable.. This is greatly contributing to the excess of greenhouse gases being
produced and polluting our planet. Due to the human necessity of water, the entire earth is
affected and therefore held responsible for this issue. The situation humanity has put itself in is
scary for the present and the future. Due to these reasons, the issue of plastic waste is one that
needs to be addressed immediately and rapidly.
The Delegation of France confirms that France is better than most other countries at recycling
plastic, with an average of 25% of plastic products across mainland France recycled. The
President of France (M. Emanuel Macron) has put an emphasis on recycling as a key government
policy to protect the environment and economy. He ordered French companies to come up with
intelligent strategies to deal with waste. This resulted in a “circular economy” road map that has
since enabled exponentially growing recycling rates. More recently, the French government
banned plastic straws, cups, and cutlery, and even styrofoam takeout boxes. These measures are
estimated to prevent over one billion unnecessary plastic items from being made yearly. Plastic
waste is the accumulation of plastic objects, and particles in the Earth’s environment, that affects
wildlife, wildlife habitat, and even humans. This is a huge problem because over one million
marine animals (including mammals, fish, sharks, turtles, and birds) are negatively affected
every year and annually there is an estimate of over 100 million tons of plastic waste discarded
around the world.
To encourage more responsible plastic waste management worldwide, the Delegation of France
recommends that a number of key infrastructural reforms be implemented urgently. Each
member-state of the United Nations should immediately institute a robust plan for plastic waste
management. This is a global issue, and therefore global measures must be taken. An official
international organization must also be established to write, interpret, and execute new solutions
to the exponentially rising amount of plastic waste. Some things this organization should
establish immediately are many of the measures France has taken internally in recent years and
have so far made a large difference. After five days of talks at the recent UN Environment
Assembly in Nairobi (Kenya), one hundred and seventy countries have pledged to "significantly
reduce" the use of plastics by 2030. This is a large and growing worldwide issue, but if the
United Nations works effectively as a group, a worldwide solution can be achieved.

Delegation from: the Republic of South Africa
Represented by: Rocky River High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
As a leading voice for global environmental issues, the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) has been
tasked with addressing the issue of the prevention of conflicts over water scarcity, as well as managing plastic waste
disposal. The Republic of South Africa, a “strategically important country to coordinate and support the activities of
UN Environment,” is determined to actively cooperate with other member nations in order to create favorable solutions
for these given issues, and to ensure a safe and enjoyable future for all people everywhere.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
The Republic of South Africa takes great interest in the ever growing issue of water scarcity across the globe. Being
a nation that is struggling with its own water crisis, South Africa is focused on finding a substantial solution to prevent
any more conflicts arising from this issue in the future. As more people move out of rural villages and into larger
cities, South Africa must determine how to combat the increasing demand for water. This being said, the Republic of
South Africa sympathizes with other nations struggling with conflicts over water scarcity, and plans to use the power
and importance it holds in the UNEP to determine exemplary solutions for this issue.
The issue of water scarcity is one that has been growing for the past three centuries. Since the industrial revolution,
cities have struggled to account for the rapid growth they endure, and have lacked the resources needed to properly
expand and resolve this issue, which leads to a lack of water availability in these cities. In 2000, the Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs) were set by the U.N. member nations. Within these goals, a target was set to cut the
number of people without access to clean water in half by the year 2015. Though efforts have been made to combat
water scarcity, chronic water shortages have still increased. In 2005, it was recorded that close to 35% of the global
population faces water shortages, and since then the United Nations Children’s Fund (UNICEF) has claimed that
nearly two-thirds of the global population faces at least one month of water scarcity each year. As the threat of water
scarcity grows each year, more nations are facing harsh conflicts caused by this issue. Since the 20th century, there
has been an ongoing conflict between the nations of India and China known as the Sino-Indian border dispute. Part of
this dispute is over the Himalayan mountain region, which includes the Indian subcontinent’s largest source of
freshwater. In June 2020, the first fatal encounter since 1975 occurred, leading to the deaths of dozens of soldiers on
each side, and in January 2021, another encounter occurred, proving fatal to even more soldiers. Yet, these are not the
only nations facing water scarcity conflicts. Currently there is a wide dispute among the nations that hold the Nile
River. The Federal Democratic Republic of Ethiopia has constructed and begun filling the Grand Ethiopian
Renaissance Dam in order to promote development in a variety of ways throughout the nation. However, the
construction of this dam will require a tremendous amount of water from the Nile, a river that eleven total nations rely
on as a water source. Particularly, Egypt depends on the Nile for more than 90% of its water source, yet filling this
dam has the potential to reduce the water from the Nile to Egypt by more than one-third. With the rise of water scarcity,
conflicts also arise, which can lead to overall disastrous consequences.
As a member of the UNEP, the Republic of South Africa is committed to preventing further and ceasing ongoing
conflicts over water scarcity. In 2000, South Africa committed to help achieve the previously stated MGDs, with the
significant goal of cutting global water scarcity in half within 15 years. In 2010, South Africa attended the 64th session
of the United Nations General Assembly, which held the theme, “Effective responses to global crises: strengthening
multilateralism and dialogue among civilizations for international peace, security and development,” according to the
UN, resolution 64/292 was adopted by the UN general assembly, which recognized, “the right to safe and clean
drinking water and sanitation as a human right that is essential for the full enjoyment of life and all human rights”.
Later that year, the Human Rights Council (HRC) affirmed this recognition. Furthermore, the UN suggests that in

order to combat water scarcity, investments should be made in sustainable projects, and should address other issues
in order to promote a maintainable solution. When it comes to conflicts caused by water scarcity, it is clear that they
will not be solved without first solving the water crisis. With this, the Republic of South Africa views this water crisis
as a critical issue, and urges all others to take action to terminate water scarcity and therefore end all conflicts that
have arisen from it.
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Since the mid-20th century, global plastic consumption has increased dramatically—roughly tripling between 1970
and 1990 alone—as the world population continued to grow and develop at an unprecedented rate. Today, the Republic
of South Africa joins its international neighbors in bringing attention to the issue of worsening plastic pollution and
the threat such waste poses to global health, the environment, and the economy. As part of the effort to combat
unnecessary plastic waste and streamline disposal, South Africa emphasizes the paramount importance of drastically
reducing single use plastic consumption while also taking a proactive approach against plastic litter. Finally, South
Africa reiterates its own commitment towards mitigating plastic pollution both in its immediate surroundings and the
world at large.
Plastic production, consumption, and waste has been growing since at least the 1950’s, and it shows no indication of
slowing down anytime soon. Today, roughly 300 million tons of plastic waste is produced annually worldwide, with
at least 8 million metric tons of waste being dumped into the oceans alone each year; if current trends hold, there could
be more plastic waste than fish in the world’s oceans by 2050. Worse still, around half of all plastic products produced
today are single use, or designed to be used just once before being discarded. In fact, less than 14% of plastic products
are recyclable, and only 9% of all plastic waste in human history has ever been recycled. Perhaps most harmful is the
plastic waste that ends up in the environment, which, rather than decomposing naturally, simply breaks down into
smaller and smaller pieces that can infiltrate the food chain and drinking water supplies. When ingested by humans
and other animals, such plastic waste can seriously harm physical health and compromise the immune system. Plastic
pollution also creates a serious financial burden, as damage to marine ecosystems due to plastics costs the global
economy roughly $13 billion every year. Plastic litter in the ocean often damages ships, tangles fishing nets, decreases
tourism, and requires expensive cleanup programs, among other negative impacts. Plastic waste production, already
overwhelming global disposal infrastructure at its current rate, could potentially double by 2030, and experts warn
that simply increasing recycling may not be sufficient. Clearly, the issue of plastic waste disposal demands more
urgent action if such a future is to be avoided.
The Republic of South Africa has for many years been committed to reducing plastic waste in Africa and improving
disposal efficiency in the region. Since 2003, South Africa has been an active member of the Nairobi Convention, a
group of governments and private organizations seeking to improve marine ecological health in the Western Indian
Ocean region. With assistance from the Convention, the Republic of South Africa has begun implementing new
programs to proactively reduce marine pollution in accordance with UN Sustainable Development Goals 14.1 and 6.3;
these programs include a wide range of initiatives that aim to improve litter collection and waste sorting, which is key
to effective disposal, at the community level. Also since 2003, the Republic of South Africa has banned single use
plastic bags of a certain thickness and has imposed taxes on plastic bags that have not qualified for the ban. The
Republic of South Africa, based on its own fight against plastic pollution, therefore encourages its international
partners and global neighbors to implement a dual front approach towards plastic waste disposal, involving acts aimed
at reducing single use plastic production at the national and international level coupled with initiatives to reduce litter
and improve waste collection at the local level. This could potentially follow a model similar to that employed by
South Africa’s own Department of Environment, Forestry and Fisheries, which places heavy emphasis on community
engagement—for instance shops where local residents can trade litter for essential resources. By cooperating closely
with the international community to implement such crucial initiatives, South Africa hopes to become a leader of
plastic waste disposal for both Africa and the world beyond.

Delegation from: Brazil
Represented by: Avon Lake High School
Position Paper for the Environment Programme
The issues facing the United Nations Environment Programme today are: Preventing Conflicts
Over Water Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The delegation of Brazil is committed
to cooperating with its fellow delegates to insure the safety and sustainability of major water
resources across the globe.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
The delegation of Brazil along with countless countries believe in dissolving all conflicts regarding
water scarcity. It’s no surprise that water scarcity would be such a troubling topic. Especially when
considering that water itself is an integral part to preserving the environment as well as countless
other nations. Even though one might argue that water makes up 71% of the Earth’s surface, only
3.5% is drinkable to humans. With this trouble in mind, the delegation of Brazil would be more
than willing to collaborate with the other delegations present in finding a feasible and worthwhile
solution to such a crisis.
Brazil has had it’s fair share of experiences in dealing with water shortages in it’s nation, even as
an owner of nearly a fifth of the world’s water reserves. Although Brazil has a large amount of
water in its borders 72% of the supply is consumed by irrigation. Increasing usage can be
incredibly detrimental to a nation’s reserves of a certain resource. Especially if they’re in dire need
of water. This is why it is important for nations such as Brazil who need the resources to get relief
from those who have an excess. Furthermore it is our idea to create a program built off of the idea
of the preservation of water resources across the globe. Brazil would like to propose a program for
the purpose of conserving and exporting supplies of drinkable water to nations who are in dire
need of it. It is our idea that this plan being brought forth is backed by an investment from various
sources. These investments would come from the World Bank and other Non-Profit organizations.
With financial backing secured we would first survey countries that have dwindling reserves. Each
country is different from one another so approaches will differ depending on the country. It is our
hope that by increasing the amount of drinking water, conflicts would begin to decrease as those
countries stabilize.
II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
The delegation of Brazil is keen on controlling the way plastic waste is disposed of. One idea
that’s been brought up by countless other nations is re-inventing what should be done in regards
to disposing waste and other byproducts. It’s no coincidence that one of the main causes of
pollution is industry, which is also one of the leading causes of environmental degradation in Brazil
according to the World Bank report. This shows Brazil is struggling with proper plastic waste
disposal practices. Currently Brazil alone produces 11.3 million tons of plastic waste, yet less than
2 percent of that waste goes back into industry. By 2030 it is estimated that over 104 million tons
of plastic will pollute our ecosystems across the globe. With that statistic in mind, Brazil and

hopefully the rest of the delegations present will work together to put forth a solution to prevent
such a catastrophe from growing larger in the near future.
The solution the delegation of Brazil would like to propose a re-work to the idea of plastic waste
disposal. This re-work would involve a more efficient way of separating different types of wastes
such as plastics and increasing the awareness of the positives of recycling. The delegation’s goal
with both of these ideas combined will create a stable system for nations across the world to rely
on and ensure future generations have a cleaner and more sustainable earth to call home. To reach
this goal funding from non-profits and other non-governmental organizations would help fund
such an expensive venture. Then governments and other organizations could use social media and
other forms of communication to spread the idea of this new and efficient way of recycling. The
funding for this project would help governments ease into a new form of waste collection and
separation. The increased communication of the pros of plastic waste disposal paired with the
lobbying for the separation of plastic and traditional waste should help nations manage their plastic
waste across the globe. It is with great hope that the delegation of Brazil can work together with
the other delegations to put this idea into action.

Delegation from: the Commonwealth of Australia
Represented by: Avon High School
Position Paper from the United Nations Environmental Program
The issues before the Environmental Program are preventing conflicts over water scarcity and managing
plastic waste disposal. Australia is dedicated to resolving these issues for the benefit of its citizens.
I.

Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The Commonwealth of Australia fully recognizes the prospect of a water scarcity issue in its country due
to its wide climate range and semi-arid bush and desert regions. Half of the country currently gets rain
less than 300 mm and cold ocean currents off the west coast lead to little evaporation to form rain clouds.
The continent is also very susceptible to the El Niño–Southern Oscillation, a heating or cooling of the
Pacific Ocean that can bring prolonged periods of high temperatures and drought.
For now Australia may have sufficient freshwater to meet its needs, but the country has unreliable rainfall
and there is uncertainty surrounding climate change. The difficulties of supplying fast growing cities and
isolated rural communities poses problems. River flows are expected to drop 10-25% within the next 10
years which will increase pressure on Australia's water systems. Australia is one of the world’s thirstiest
countries; its per capita water consumption averages 100,000 liters per person. To ensure its water
security, Australia must continue to adapt to get the water they need.
The Commonwealth of Australia recommends the following solutions. Australia should consider the
addition of technology such as desalination plants. Desalination plants are designed to remove impurities
like salts and other minerals from seawater or brackish water. It makes the water fit for drinking and
various industrial uses. They can produce 674 gigaliters of additional freshwater to cushion city dwellers.
However, Australia recognizes that this could be a costly approach and use a lot of energy. It is estimated
that water out of a desalination plant would be $0.96 per cubic meter while water out of a reservoir would
be $0.32. Thus, Australia proposes the idea of having a slight increase in the bill for water to compensate
for this additional cost. While this might not be the most cost effective solution, it is one that the country
should consider.
Australia recognizes past efforts to curb water scarcity in the 2004 National Water Initiative Plan.
Australia would like to expand upon the resolutions made here. Incentivising people to use less water
intotal is a step Australia hopes to make. More resourceful people already use less water, making sure the
average household is aware of the water crisis at hand is a necessity. We propose saving rainwater and
shower water for any and all non- drinking purposes. This could be done by using excess water for things
such as watering plants and washing clothes by hand. According to the CDC the average shower takes at
8 minutes, not including the time any person waits for the water to rise to their preferred temperature.
According to leading companies the average showerhead dispenses water at a rate of 2.1 gallons per
minute, leaving the average shower to take up about 16.8 gallons. There are 25.69 million people in
Australia, and the average person showers once a day making the number of gallons used everyday just
for the purpose of showering, four hundred thirty-one million five hundred and ninety-two thousand
gallons of water. Saving that water to use for plant watering, flushing toilets, washing machines and other
processes that do not require purified water will save those precious gallons. We also propose getting
showerheads that regulate flow as well as recommending dishwashers that use only 12 liters of water a
load. In Melbourne, we have put permanent rules in place that have reduced daily water consumption to
155 liters per person. We will be working towards making composting mandatory. Composting, which
returns nutrients that make the soil more apt to hold groundwater and healthier for crop growing, is a

major method to wholly help the environmental crises, especially water scarcity. By replenishing
groundwater supply Australia can have a safety reserve of water located in the ground if ever necessary.
Once problems regarding water scarcity have started to become addressed, the Commonwealth of
Australia suggests growing public awareness and education about water scarcity. We would like to offer
classes and lectures to farmers and the general public in ways the country can reduce their water
consumption. Australia is dedicated to preventing water scarcity by making this problem understood
nationally for the prosperity of its country.

II.

Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The Commonwealth of Australia fully recognizes the importance of managing plastic waste disposal in its
country. In 2017-2018, about 3.4 million tonnes of plastic were used in our country and only 320,000
tonnes were recycled. Of that amount 145,700 tonnes were reprocessed and 174,300 tonnes were exported
for reprocessing. With recovery rates so low, this means that a valuable resource is going to waste.
Australia lacks much of the technology and infrastructure necessary to turn large volumes of plastic into
other useful things. We live in a time where using virgin plastic is cheaper than recycling the plastic
already in circulation. There are also few financial incentives for manufacturers to use recycled materials.
Unlike nations in Europe, we have been slow to move towards what is known as a circular economy.
We recognize that a circular economy is the ultimate environmental goal and that Australia has several
improvements to undergo. Australia has recently adopted a National Waste Policy, unfortunately we have
yet to be supported by federal and state environment ministers and, so far, we have yet to formulate any
action plans. So as this is a good step in the right direction, as of now it is a weak foundation that
demands building upon.
One of the best ways to increase plastic recycling is through education. If we tell the general public about
recycling symbols, and where to locate them on packages then people will be able to make better
educated choices. People should be educated about how to lead more sustainable lifestyles through
seminars or news. Offering incentives such as discounts at local stores or putting environmental taxes to
promote recycling could be beneficial.
The Commonwealth of Australia proposes some long term goals for the prosperity of its citizens. Some of
the long term goals include banning single use plastic such as straws, disposable cutlery, and microbeads.
This will be a considerable change across many industries however it is shown that it will help reduce the
use of plastic. People can start to use stainless steel, glass, silicone, cloth, and other materials in replace of
plastic. Jute bags are also a good replacement for plastic bags. Australia recognizes that things like metal
add weight to bags, however, if we start to implement these changes slowly, prosperity will be in our near
future.
Australia also promotes the idea of buying more loose products and bulk foods and fewer packaged
products. Disposable containers are in the majority of the supermarkets seen through polystyrene trays,
PET bottles, and plastic packaging. However, encouraging the citizens to buy loose products is more
flexible and leaves the customer free to decide how much they want to buy.
The ultimate goal is to create a community that abstains from single use plastic all together but until a
solution to that query is feasible for millions of people, Australia must do its best to manage the problem
at hand before it gets any worse.

Delegation from: Republic of Korea
Represented by: Beachwood High School
Position Paper for United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues standing before the United Nations Environmental Programme include preventing conflicts over
water scarcity and managing plastic waste disposal. The delegation of the Republic of Korea is convinced
that international cooperation is essential to ensure the protection of the environment and looks forward to
working with other delegations to develop effective solutions to combat these important problems.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity
While water makes up 71% of the Earth, only 3.5% of it is drinkable. When a territory uses up 25% or more
of its renewable freshwater, they are considered to be ‘water-stressed. Approximately, ⅓ of the world’s
groundwater systems are under threat and ¼ of the world's population faces extremely high levels of
baseline water stress. With water hard to come by and unclearly defined borders, multiple countries may
end up drawing from the same limited resources causing it to quickly run dry. Thus, water scarcity is linked
to immediate conflicts including socio-political tensions, disputes over dams, reservoirs, and other conflicts
related to environmental and resource issues. Today, around 700 million in 43 countries suffer from water
scarcity. In such desperate circumstances, communities turn to sources of unclean water which spreads
many water-borne diseases, inciting economic depression, and decreasing quality of life. Given exponential
population growth, urbanization, and industrialization, several countries are simply unable to meet the
demand for safe drinking water. With the broader issues of climate change and bio-energy demands, it’s
imperative that the complex relationship between world development and water demand is clearly defined
and resolved.
In the past, the Republic of Korea has made many innovative advances in water-saving and recycling
technologies be it seawater desalination, riverbank filtration, rainwater harvesting, groundwater reservoirs,
zero liquid discharge treatment system, and wastewater reuse facilities to diversify the water resources
available to its citizens. Such changes have had a significant impact as the percentage of water reused
increased from 11% to an astonishing 15.5% between 2011 and 2018. One of the most ambitious projects
would be the nationwide civil engineering venture known as the Four Major Rivers Restoration Project.
From 2009 to 2015, South Korea’s four largest rivers and its tributaries were revitalized through the
construction of weirs and dammed pools, heightening of river banks, and installation of wastewater
treatment sites. This has led to the prevention of floods, decreased water scarcity, improved water safety,
restored river ecosystems, and generated electricity resulting in revitalized local economies. Moreover, with
the increased reliability of water reservoirs, South Korea has been able to better respond well to sudden
incidents of drought. However, recently, conflicts between local governments, farmers’ opposition, and
speculative citizens seem to be stifling a further expansion of these new water resources. Lastly, the
Republic of Korea has passed many acts such as the “Act on Promotion and Support of Water Reuse” that
promotes water reuse by using efficient resources and the “Article 12 of the Enforcement Decree” enforces
that all wastewater treatment facilities with a capacity higher than 5,000 meters cubed, must reuse at least
10% of the water they treat.
The United Nations has recognized the human right to sufficient, safe, and affordable water in Resolution
64/292; however, this essential need continues to be unmet. The Republic of Korea is a firm believer in
helping end this water scarcity crisis. South Korea already signed on the resolution A/RES/70/169 which
recognizes the human right to safe drinking water and sanitation. To help assist this issue, the Republic of
Korea is willing to work with the OECD to help fund and advance sustainable water sources for countries
worldwide. South Korea would also like to teach countries how to sustain a stable water source. Overall,
the Republic of Korea has taken significant strides to address water scarcity and hopes that in the future
they, as well as other countries, will continue to support innovative solutions to enforce more sustainable
water for all.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
In a single minute more than 300,000 plastic straws, 1,000,000 plastic drinking bottles, and 2,000,000
plastic bags are discarded. Over the past few decades, plastic usage has exponentially multiplied to where
today we generate 300 million tons of plastic waste annually--the equivalent weight of the entire human
population. The enormous increase in plastic production has resulted in improper and harmful methods of
plastic waste disposal. 10 rivers alone hold more than 90% of the world’s plastic. A staggering 8 million
tons of plastic are found in the oceans every year. Sewers and landfills clogged with plastic have become
breeding grounds for mosquitos and disease. At every stage of its life cycle, plastic has harmed the Earth.
99% of the ingredients in plastic production are created from non-renewable resources such as coal, oil,
and natural gas resulting in the release of toxic chemicals into the environment. During consumer
distribution, individuals are exposed to an array of micro and macro plastics that have proven to be
carcinogenic and genotoxic. Finally, the convenience of the lightweight, durable, and cost-effective
material is what has enabled plastic to resist degradation and further contaminate the environment. Years
of waste buildup has led to a pandemic of plastic and it is imperative that the international community band
together to fight this crucial problem.
South Korea experiences the third highest plastic consumption per capita kilogram globally, around 88 kg
per person. Accordingly, the South Korean Government has implemented the “Act on the Promotion of
Saving and Recycling of Resources” which imposed restrictions on the use of single-use, disposable
plastics. Throughout South Korea, all waste produced is either recycled, processed into fuel, or incinerated.
Approximately 44% of waste plastics generated were recycled as energy or materials. There are two main
systems of waste disposal - pay as you go and separate discharge. In the first, people pay for a pay-as-yougo bag that they place recyclable materials (plastic, paper, and bottles) into, where after they are collected
by municipalities. The government’s guidelines for separating trash are extremely detailed and strict. If
trash is not discarded in these bags, it will not be collected, and the responsible household may be fined up
to one million Korean Won. To prevent people from dumping trash in public bins these were removed by
the government. The Korean Government also encourages the use of recycled materials. The Construction
Waste Recycling Act requires governments, public institutions, and state-owned companies to use recycled
aggregates for roads, industrial complexes, housing complexes, and environmental infrastructure. The
extended producer responsibility (EPR) scheme introduced in 2000 also contributes to fostering the
recycling market for packaging materials, lubricants, tires, fluorescent light bulbs, batteries, and electronic
products.
Yet, there remains 1.2 million tons of illegally abandoned waste in South Korea alone. Therefore, the
Republic of Korea has firmly invested itself in the issue, having attended the UN Environment Programme’s
Fourth Session and fully supporting the resolution UNEP/EA.4/Res.6 which addresses the issue of
sustainable management of plastic waste in both the long and short term. They also attended the UNEP
event “Regional solutions to combat plastic pollution: Consultation on packaging industry regulations and
standards for design, labeling, recovery, and recycling” in December 2018. In terms of making a more
significant global impact, the delegation from the Republic of Korea recognizes the need to tailor and adopt
circular, individualized, and complementary approaches that are most effective in each country. These
include bans, restrictions, economic instruments, information standards and labeling, consumer education
programs, public procurement requirements, and investment in waste management infrastructure, and
public-private partnerships. The delegation from the Republic of Korea remains committed to the fight
against plastic pollution and hopes to work with other countries to innovate novel solutions to this critical
problem.

