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Delegation: India
Represented by: Avon Lake High School

Position Paper for the United Nations Environment Programme
The issues to be addressed by the United Nations Environment Programme include preventing
conflicts over water scarcity and managing plastic waste disposal. The delegation of India prepared
to work collectively with other nations and is in full support of discussion that will lead to the
better management of water resources and plastic disposal.

Topic A: Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Water scarcity has plagued India’s citizens for decades and will only worsen with time as the
country’s population soars to new heights. Housing around 16% of the global population, the
Indian Government only has control of about 4% of the Earth’s freshwater resources. As of 2019
however, a Central Water Commission report revealed that nearly 65% of water reservoirs
throughout the country are running dry. Due to poor management and allocation of resources, the
freshwater that does pass through India’s borders every year is greatly wasted with much of it
flowing into the ocean or flooding agriculture fields. Competing interests from various groups and
nations also prevent India from composing an optimal method to acquire water resources. In order
to ensure access to water for all Indian citizens as well as others going thirsty throughout the world,
nations must collaborate with one another over the handling of water resources.

The delegation of India believes the best solution to water management throughout the world is an
international database. The service will collect various data gathered by different government
statistical institutions based on water supply and demand reports along with geological surveys on
potential water sources. Information may include who uses the most water in a sector based
manner, how much water is used and how much more water a region needs. Nations will be
grouped into water regulation areas based on proximity and usage of nearby water sources. All
participating countries must agree to share available water sources in order to receive access and
funding from the program to go towards technical purposes including wages, capital and
technology. Funding will be provided to the project through the World Bank and various NGOs to
curb the effect of lobbying interests.

Instilling a formal water management database will optimize water usage worldwide and ensure
no one goes without it. Nations will be greatly influenced by the various benefits funding from the
program will provide, deterring the possible outcomes of ‘water wars’. A Water Fund Committee
(WFC) will also be established to safeguard the distribution of funds and simultaneously share the
latest advancements in water technology between countries. The WFC will include all members
of the Security Council along with 20 other nations that are rotated every 5 years. By granting
access to freshwater sources and technical funding, the WFC and freshwater database will allow



destitute countries the ability to choose how to harvest water in the most efficient way for them to
pursue.

Topic B: Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

India has been plagued by poor plastic waste management for many years. According to a report
by the Central Pollution Control Board (CPCB), which collates data from 60 major cities in India,
the country generated around 26,000 tonnes of plastic waste a day during the 2019-2020 period,
out of which 60% was recycled. The major problem plaguing the country however is the
population’s lack of knowledge on how to properly dispose of plastic. Everyday, Indian citizens
discard their plastic waste improperly, causing it to end up in landfills, littered on the streets, and
in bodies of water. With better education over proper plastic disposal, waste levels will drop across
the country since approximately 80% of all dry waste produced in India is plastic.

The delegation of India suggests the creation of an international water management committee
(IWMC) in order to better educate the entire world on proper plastic disposal practices. The
committee would also be in charge of allocating funds to the various member nations based on
their need for investments into better technology for waste management. Nations who want access
to the committee must agree to be fully transparent on their plastic waste issues in order to receive
funds for better management. Funding will be generated through a global fund in which all
members of the committee must donate on a 4 year basis based on their usage of the service.

International cooperation is a key factor for generating better recycling education and waste
management. Through the IWMC, countries will be able to receive better knowledge on plastic
waste disposal procedures while simultaneously maintaining their nation’s own waste
management. Funding through the IWMC will also allow countries to choose where best to
allocate the funds in order to improve their waste management. Assuring countries to uphold their
own plastic disposal will also prevent the migration of plastic waste throughout the globe through
imports and exports. By educating the general public on proper waste management, not just India
but the entire world will be clean and free of plastic waste in the future.



Delegation from: The Republic of Italy
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy

Position Paper for the UNEP

The issues before the United Nations Environment Program are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. Italy is devoted to finding long term and
sustainable solutions to these problems and it expresses hope that through state cooperation an
adequate solution can be achieved.

I.  Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The Republic of Italy believes that not only can conflicts over water be prevented by reducing
water usage, industrial pollution, and sewage contamination of water, but also directly relates with
the goals of the UN sustainable development goals. Conflicts over shared water sources generally
occur due to water scarcity within each region, overpopulation, climate change, and political
instability. In recent years, Italy has experienced one of their worst droughts in history after
experiencing significantly less rainfall, the hottest, and the driest summer in many years.

Law N. 152 of May 11, 1999 “Dispositions on the safeguard of water from pollution and
enforcement” attempts to protect water from pollution by nitrates from agricultural forces. This
law along with other measures has allowed Italy to more effectively use its water. The Marine
Strategy Framework Directive (2008/56/EC) regards the marine environment as a valued resource
that needs to be protected. Descriptor 8: Contaminants generally states that, for Good
Environmental Status (GES) to be achieved, pollution levels due to toxic substances cannot rise.
While recognizing the importance of protecting the marine environment, to fully address water
scarcity, the current infrastructure and culture must also be taken into account. In cooperation with
the European Union, the Italian government has taken measures to allocate water and water related
funds more efficiently, develop more drought risk management systems, create additional water
reservoirs, and create a more water efficient culture.

The Republic of Italy believes conflicts over water scarcity can largely be prevented by utilizing
the existing water more efficiently. Understanding that issues regarding control over freshwater
reservoirs may arise and urges state cooperation for the benefit each country. Due to the necessity
of water Italy understands the urgency and importance of finding solutions to water scarcity to
prevent conflicts. Italy believes that by creating a more structured solution, similar to the existing
European Union plan, the problem of water scarcity will decrease. By more effectively distributing
and transporting water, Italy believes that many countries will find an immediate and long term
solution that will aid many states. Italy also understands that some countries do not have existing
water scarcity problems and urges these states to cooperate in finding solutions for all existing
states.



II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The Republic of Italy believes that it is important to address the ever-present issue of the proper
disposal of plastic waste, or the lack thereof. In the 1990s, China was buying plastic from many
countries to fuel its manufacturing and exports. However, these plastic imports started to become
restricted in 2013, and they were completely banned in 2018. This began to cause issues related to
plastic waste buildup in many EU countries, such as Italy, France, Spain, the Czech Republic, and
Sweden. In recent years, Italy has continued to be affected by China closing its plastic imports, as
well as the large use of plastic products in everyday life.

In past years Italy has been forced to send some of its garbage to Central/Eastern European
countries, due to some of the poorer parts of the country having a lot of garbage dumped into them.
Even before the COVID-19 pandemic began in 2019, Italy’s recycling rate for plastic packaging
was only 46%. During the height of the pandemic in 2020, Italy’s urban waste reduction was
reduced by almost 500,000 tons; however, 300,000 extra tons of plastic waste was created due to
single-use plastic such as masks and packaging. Italy has been working to combat these issues.
For one, it has placed a tax of 45 cents per kilogram on plastic. It has additionally made attempts
to limit the production of plastic to high quality products and materials, excluding prominent
sources of plastic waste such as cutlery or balloons. Italy has also ratified the EU’s directive on
single-use plastic, working towards the replacement of commonly used single-use plastics.

The Republic of Italy believes that plastic waste disposal can be properly managed by phasing out
single-use plastics in more regions of the world, as well as working to properly route plastic waste
and other trash to proper disposal sites rather than dumping it into other countries. Additionally,
Italy also believes that incentivizing the recycling of plastic is in order. Reducing the amount of
plastic being produced and sold would cripple the plastic economy, making it less economically
viable to put resources into. This would drive countries away from continuing to use plastic
products, and it would also reduce plastic waste greatly. By encouraging citizens and countries
across the world to move away from plastic and creating incentives for reducing plastic waste,
Italy believes that a long-term solution for the worldwide plastic problem can be found. Italy
understands that many countries may have economic issues related to the prospect of moving away
from plastic products, such as states with a heavy reliance on the plastic industry. Still, Italy fully
intends to help contribute to a solution that will help all countries.



Delegation from: The Republic of Angola
Represented by: Ashley Harper and Madeline Smith
Position Paper for the General Assembly
The issue before the general assembly today is: Angola is committed to solving the conflict over water
scarcity, Angola is also committed to managing plastic waste disposal.
I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Many parts of the world are struggling to overcome their water scarcity conflict, Angola is one of
them. About half of Angola’s population is currently struggling with finding access to clean water. In
2018 between February and August there were a total of 21 deaths and 1,046 cases of cholera. Southern
Angola is currently suffering from a drought affecting 4 of our provinces. About 2.3 million people are
affected by this drought, nearly half a million being children under the age of 5. This drought has also
affected Southern Angola’s food supply. Without rain the amount of people struggling to grow crops for
food has tripled to almost 850,000 people. Children's education is also being rapidly effected. 20 percent
of children in schools have dropped out, and schools have had to stop physical education classes because
they can’t supply enough water for the amount of exercise the children would be doing. Angola is
currently at a high risk of water scarcity, and it is estimated that every 5 years a drought is expected. Only
28% of schools have access to appropriate facilities for girls when they are menstruating. School systems
are struggling to provide hand washing stations for students. Many people around Angola’s capital use
untreated water for everyday activities. Businessmen are using the water crisis as a way to sell clean water
across Angola. Many of Angola’s citizens walk for 40 to 90 minutes a day for dirty water.

The World Bank Board of Executive Directors approved a package to help the government of
Angola in their efforts to stop the crisis over water scarcity. The package was worth $1.32 billion and will
help Angola improve water services, strengthen the national social protection system, and promote more
growth. The package is going to finance 3 projects; Growth and Inclusion Development Policy Operation,
Luanda Bita Water Supply Project, and Strengthening the National Social Protection System Project. All
together this project will help Angola’s water scarcity conflict. Angola has many infrustructures, One in
which, Luanda’s water company averages 540,000 cubic meters of water everyday. The need for water is
still over a million cubic meters everyday. There are currently over 200 wells all over the country to try
and help those who won’t have access to the public water sources. As Angola increases the water access
throughout the country the amount of labor resources go up as well. 2016-2017 The Development Grants
Program specifically focused on water and sanitation in Angola. Their goal was to create affordable water
options and increase the maintenance of infrastructure. The local people will be able to depend more on
public resources and it will help children and adults have better priorities rather than getting water
everyday. In 2015 the Institutional and Sustainability Support program began to have the intention of
helping 4.5 million people in 7 provinces.

Angola would love to work with the United Nations to provide more facilities to create a supply
of clean water. Angola also thinks that more wells should be built all over to help those who don’t have
access to public water transportation sources.

Water Scarcity Sources:
https://borgenproject.org/water-access-in-angola/
https://www.unicef.org/stories/where-drinking-water-90-minute-walk-away

https://learningenglish.voanews.com/a/lack-of-clean-water-in-angola-leads-to-delivery-
services/4891328.htm




II. Managing plastic waste disposal

Solid land-based waste entering the ocean is a significant problem in the continent of Africa.
Along with this waste mismanagement is associated with a lack of infrastructure in African nations. The
continent has the highest population growth rate in the world, in coastal areas especially, this leads to
more waste production to accommodate the growing populations needs. Angola recently came out of one
of the world’s bloodiest wars, and is still recovering. The devastating civil war lasted from 1975 to 2002
and left Angola's government struggling. Due to this the chemicals and waste management agenda has not
been clearly articulated. National coordination mechanisms and capacities, and partnerships with the
private sector, are still very weak. Angola is currently working to find a solution to this growing problem
of managing plastic waste.

Angola has been struggling with the problem of plastic waste and how to properly deal with it for
over 27 years. The country of Angola signed the Rotterdam convention in 1998 an international treaty
designed to facilitate informed decision-making by countries with regard to trade in hazardous chemicals.
And it also signed the Minamata convention in 2013 a multilateral environmental agreement that
addresses specific human activities which are contributing to widespread mercury pollution. These
conventions are currently helping to deal with chemical waste. In 2019 when trying to solve the issue, the
United Nations Environment’s Chemicals and Waste Management Program launched a three-year project
in Angola focused on establishing a national structure to better manage chemical waste. The program will
establish a National Chemicals and Waste management unit, establish Pilot Private Sector Partnerships
and Promote Circular Economy initiatives, and hopes to start an awareness raising and education
campaign to teach stakeholders to properly dispose of waste. Currently communities across the nation are
developing new ways to address the growing problem of waste management and consolidation. Some of
these include turning tires into shoes, upcycling plastic bottles, and making plastic bags into book bags.
Although this is helping the country is still producing too much waste with not enough current solutions
to this issue.

The Republic of Angola would be appreciative of help from the United Nations in working
towards a cleaner planet and helping to solve the issue of managing plastic waste disposal.

Plastic Waste Sources:
https://www.unep.org/news-and-stories/story/partnering-strengthen-chemicals-and-waste-management-
angola
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0308597X17305286
https://www.unep.org/explore-topics/chemicals-waste/what-we-do/special-programme/special-

programme-projects-database-25




Delegation from: People’s Republic of China
Represented by: Solon High School

Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme

The topics placed before the United Nations Environmental Programme (UNEP) are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. The People’s Republic of China (PRC) recognizes the importance of
peaceful sharing and management of water at both international and local levels and looks forward to discussing
potential methods of managing plastic waste globally.

I. Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Around the world, roughly 3.2 billion people live in agricultural areas with high to very high water shortages. Most
countries in the Near East and North Africa suffer from acute water scarcity, as do countries such as Mexico, Pakistan,
South Africa, and even large parts of China and India. The necessity for water has sparked conflict. For example,
when Turkey made plans to build 22 dams along the Tigris and Euphrates, the diversion of Iraqi water led to severe
illness from the contamination of water, sparking conflict. For the Indus, Ganges, and Sutlej, China, India, and
Pakistan have been quarreling over the proper allocation of its resources. When considering how vital water is as a
resource to every country, its proper management must be a high priority.

Five years ago, the PRC addressed the United Nations Security Council Debate on Water, Peace and Security and
echoed sentiments that the international community must promote the sustainable development and utilization of water
resources to promote peace, security, stability, development, and prosperity of mankind. The PRC has been adamant
about supporting countries in Africa to supply water. Through the framework of the Forum on China-Africa
Cooperation, the PRC has implemented dozens of well-drilling projects in Africa to supply water, including 100 clean
energy projects. These projects aim to help African countries enhance their meteorological infrastructure building
efforts and improve the preservation and management of forests. Beyond Africa, the PRC has engaged in technical
dialogue, namely with the China-Europe Water Platform (CEWP), a division of the regional component of the EU
Water Initiative, with other countries to strengthen the exchange of experiences and help those countries develop plans
regarding their use of water resources, flood control, and disaster reduction. Through these initiatives, the PRC has
established the Dialogue on Groundwater Policy, Legislation and Standards to promote research, reform, and
development. Ultimately, the PRC helped those countries upgrade their abilities to better develop and manage water
resources. All of these efforts towards development reduce the likelihood of conflict arising due to the more amicable
relationship and larger prevalence of water access.

The People's Republic of China recommends the usage of a three-pronged approach which will increase water access
and in turn promote peacemaking. First, efforts must be made to strengthen the preservation, development, and
management of water resources in order to remove the root causes of conflicts driven by water scarcity. It is imperative
to prioritize the safeguarding of peace and security, strengthen cooperation with others, improve scientific
development of water resources and allocate water resources reasonably and conserve and efficiently use them. The
PRC recommends other countries to combine efforts and upgrade their respective water-security-related capabilities
to facilitate the sharing of water resources which will enhance mutually-beneficial cooperation. These efforts will
avoid friction and conflicts caused by water scarcity. Second, in-depth international cooperation on water resources
must be a priority. Through cooperation platforms such as the World Water Forum, the international community must
conscientiously implement international consensus on water and sustainable development. Cooperation should
advance support given to the Global High-Level Panel on Water and Peace and the United Nations, as well as the
World Bank High-Level Panel on Water, and other similar mechanisms to actively promote international cooperation
in that area. Cooperation should also advance aid to regional organizations such as the Senegal River Basin
Development Organization and the Gambia River Basin Development Organization to comprehensively proceed with
the preservation, development, and utilization of transboundary water resources that will embolden the international
community to improve water access and decrease conflict. Third, transparency, coupled with dialogue and
cooperation, must be strengthened to appropriately address issues related to transboundary water resources.
Transboundary water resources, which affect the common well-being of countries on the lower and upper reaches of
river basins, must be safeguarded with regional peace and stability. Regional common development should be
committed to strengthening coordination and communication so as to promote mutually beneficial cooperation.
Relevant United Nations bodies, including the Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO), IAEA, United Nations



Development Programme (UNDP), United Nations University, World Bank, as well as regional and subregional
organizations, such as the Global Water Partnership (GWP), the International Commission on Irrigation and Drainage
(ICID), must play and active role in transboundary water resources cooperation by facilitating dialogue, cooperation
and concerted actions among countries so as to contribute to the well-being of people living in river basins.

I1. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

The People’s Republic of China believes that the management of plastic waste is one of the most pressing issues
facing the global environment today. Understandably, the global reliance on plastics has resulted in the production
of nearly 300 million tons of plastic waste every year -- nearly equivalent to the weight of the entire human
population. However, with a plethora of ways to reduce plastic, the PRC acknowledges that not all are used to the
highest of their capacities. Namely, only 9% of plastic waste has been recycled and only 12% has been incinerated.
The rest has accumulated in landfills around the world, causing detrimental impact on the global wellbeing of
citizens, primarily through health. The permeation of microplastics into humans has caused numerous conditions,
ranging from cancer, to cardiovascular diseases, and even infertility. Understanding all these risks combined lead the
PRC to establishing numerous measures to combat the mismanagement of plastic waste disposal.

Historically, the PRC was situated as a massive repository for plastic waste. As a result, the PRC implemented a ban
on the importation of mixed-use plastics. This ban has already foreseen numerous benefits for the citizens of the
PRC -- reserving Chinese waste management to focus on Chinese citizens, rather than a waste department for the
rest of the world. However, these actions had beneficial impacts for the rest of the world as well. Without an easily
accessible area for Western countries to store waste, incentives were provided to produce less plastic waste,
mitigating plastic waste trade flow worldwide. With the dawn of COVID-19, the PRC took quick action,
implementing a plastic ban that prohibits restaurants throughout the country from providing single-use plastic straws
and stores in major cities from providing plastic shopping bags. The World Bank has aided the PRC in plastic waste
management efforts, by approving a loan for US$430 million to be used for the China Plastic Waste Reduction
Project, a framework to help improve plastic waste management at the national and subnational levels in China and
reduce plastics pollution from municipal solid waste. Projects like these contribute to China’s efforts to transition
towards a low carbon and circular economy, and will help reduce plastic waste leakages to the world’s oceans
originating from China.

The People’s Republic of China proposes a multi-pronged approach for addressing this issue. First, it is imperative
for countries to implement single-use plastic bans. These are some of the most widely used and successful legal
mechanisms by governments. However, acknowledging some caveats, such as medical and scientific equipment, the
PRC encourages the flexibility of such legislation while still promoting alternatives for tangible replacements for
single-use plastics, such as plastic bags. Furthermore, the PRC also recognizes the disparities of low-income countries
to not have the capacity to implement such policies, and thus encourages the international community to provide
funding, or the United Nations with the World Bank or International Monetary Fund, to provide the necessary funding
to accommodate such low-income countries to have the abilities required to pass legislation regarding single-use
plastic bans. Second, the PRC encourages governments to impose taxes to deter the production or use of single-use
plastics, or offer tax breaks, subsidies, and other fiscal incentives to encourage alternatives to single-use plastic
products. In favor of a circular economy, the PRC has repeatedly implemented taxes and incentives such as value-
added tax (VAT) incentives, corporate income tax (CIT) incentives, and CIT - R&D-related incentives, all which have
seen a positive benefit to the management of plastics. Third, the PRC encourages the use of product standards. Product
standards, certifications, and labeling requirements can be designed to educate the public on the environmental impacts
of plastic, and on the health and safety hazards involved in their production and use. Legislation on single-use plastic
products can set standards on material composition, reusability, recoverability, biodegradability, and sustainability.
The PRC further recommends the investment from the international community into R&D for new technologies which
can aid in plastic waste management, as well as the investment into organizations such as the Plastic Pollution
Coalition (PPC) and the Clean Ocean Project. Ultimately, investments, legislation, and incentives to better reduce and
manage plastic waste can provide a solution for the international community.



Delegation From: Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Represented By: Lake Ridge Academy

Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme

The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme(UNEP) are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity; and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal.

I.  Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

The planet is covered in roughly seventy-one percent water, but only about three percent of it is safe for human
consumption. With the constant expansion of industrialization, the demand for water has increased rapidly while the
supply has only decreased. Pollution, one of the effects of industrialization, has contributed to the water scarcity that
has increasingly plagued the world as of late. Additionally, climate change has only worsened the situation. As climate
change continually worsens as a result of pollution, it simultaneously affects the water sources available to some
populations. For example, more frequent and extreme droughts have been reported throughout the world as of late.
Some of these recent reports span from places on the west coast of the United States of America, to as far as India and
Afghanistan. With the droughts of climate change also come more frequent wildfires. As industrialization rapidly
expands, human buildings and deforestation continually degrade and/or destroy water sources. One example of this is
the mass construction of dams which alter the natural course of water which may degrade some water sources, while
the destruction of them can come from pollution or human expansion. Currently, about a fourth of the world’s
population is affected by water scarcity. With water scarcity comes obvious problems such as lack of drinking water
for populations, but it possesses an underlying ability. Water is a basic resource that every human being requires in
order to live, and its value only rises as it becomes more scarce. With this, it often becomes a foundation for conflict
throughout many areas of the world. The issue of water scarcity directly causes a lack of access to safe drinking water,
and indirectly causes the eruption of conflicts in populations affected.

The delegation from Afghanistan believes preventing conflicts over water scarcity is one of the most pressing issues
the United Nations Environmental Programme(UNEP) still needs to address. Currently, over seventy percent of the
Afghan population lacks access to safe drinking water. For the thirty percent that do have access, often the water may
still have contaminants. Afghanistan relies heavily on agriculture, and it uses up around ninety percent of available
water, but the sector is also responsible for around eighty percent of jobs within the country. Afghanistan’s most recent
devastating drought occurred in 2018, in which twenty-two of thirty-four provinces were affected. This drought caused
the displacement of roughly three hundred thousand Afghan citizens. Currently, Afghanistan is working to properly
distribute water to its people while still maintaining the agricultural sector of the economy. The former Afghan
government did not leave much infrastructure for water distribution, and rebuilding that must be a priority but financial
and educational aid are required to hasten that process. As the issue of water scarcity worsens, the likelihood of local
conflicts occuring only rises.

It is the hope of Afghanistan that the United Nations Environmental Programme finds a potential solution to address
the issue of water scarcity. Currently, the delegation of Afghanistan would be open to foreign assistance through the
UNERP. One thing that is desperately needed is the proper knowledge regarding how to construct efficient dams and
water distribution systems in order to sufficiently supply the thirty four provinces of Afghanistan. In addition,
monetary funding would be a beneficial catalyst in the construction of these systems. As seventy percent of the
population lack access to safe drinking water, the situation in local communities can quickly devolve which is why
this aid is necessary in preventing conflicts over the issue of water scarcity.

II. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal
Contrasting the scarcity of water is the abundance of plastic waste damaging the environment globally. Plastic is a
staple whose production is expected to double by 2040. Plastic does not biodegrade, meaning used materials end up
in the environment being disposed of or incinerated. Many believe the natural response to this is to simply recycle
plastic waste, but recycling is more complex and less feasible than many think. The problematic nature of the recycling
industry can be seen in the choice of China and many Southeast Asian countries to exit the global trash trade, the
importing/exporting of used waste to other countries to be stored or processed. China was accepting more plastic waste
imports than any other country, and ultimately stopped altogether after its facilities were overwhelmed by the amount



of contaminated material. Traditional recycling facilities require intense sorting of waste because not all plastic is
recyclable, and the amount of plastic actually recycled globally is nowhere near enough to be sustainable. 90% of used
plastic actually goes to landfills or burning locations. The alternative, chemical recycling, is in its very early stages.
Chemical recycling uses different methods to process all kinds of plastic. Though it seems auspicious, chemical
recycling is very new and not accessible for many countries on the necessary scale. For this reason and because the
chemical treatments can also release harmful hydrocarbons, this is a better but also unsustainable method. Recycling
is obviously not the singular solution to plastic waste, but must be utilized to handle the waste currently in circulation.

The delegation recognizes that Afghanistan, the seventh poorest country on earth, is predisposed to have exacerbated
issues with waste management. Daily, Kabul city Afghans produce over seven metric tons of plastic waste, which
then goes to fields and valleys and damages the environment. Reducing this waste is not a feat that Afghan society
can accomplish without aid, as our people are reeling from four decades of warfare and lack the knowledge or
technology to make the much needed systemic change. The nation has always sought global help with environmental
concerns such as this, and now more than ever that help is in short supply. Foreign opposition to the new Taliban
government has rendered us unable to utilize foreign reserves and we have seen the halt of financial assistance from
the International Monetary Fund, European Union, and United States. We can only generate so much of the needed
capital internally, as our growing businesses are themselves large contributors to the plastic waste and we need waste
management innovation to sustain them. We urge the international community to stop playing politics with the lives
of Afghans and recognize the Taliban as the representative of a people recovering from endless conflict. The very war
that has destroyed Afghanistan and enlarged our need for aid cannot be the reason we do not receive it. Nearly 20
years ago, the 2003 UNEP Post-Conflict Environmental Assessment found our primary issue to be environmental
management caused in part by inadequate governing, and we suffered two decades of war under the same rule since
then. The preceding administration signed the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change and held membership
in the South Asia Association for Regional Cooperation. The needs expressed by the prior government are now greater
than ever, and the new Taliban government was left with a very basic piece of legislation, the Waste Management
Policy, to attack the issue.

Unlike the prior unfit government, the Taliban would like to emphasize that we bring much to the table in solving
these global issues. As such, the delegation proposes a three-pronged response in which all parties are benefited. First
is the educational prong. The vast majority of Afghan citizens lack knowledge of the underlying processes of plastic’s
cycle and disposal. They are also focused on surviving and recuperating right now, making them unlikely to seek out
this information independently. We propose that UNEP member nations collaborate to produce standardized
informative material and realistic plans to distribute this material. Also, our limited legal precedence for waste
management demonstrates a need for learning on the government level, so we recommend the creation of the Ad Hoc
Advisory Committee for Waste Management in Developing Nations. The committee would consist of technologically
advanced developed nations (e.g China) in UNEP offering education, advice, and planning to countries like
Afghanistan as we take on plastic waste disposal. The second prong involves the technological facet. The
aforementioned trash trade could harm our country, as the health of our land sustains the 85% of our economy that is
agriculture, but we also recognize the need to handle the trash already existing globally. Thus, in exchange for
internationally subsidized waste-management facilities as well as binding policy denoting waste quantity and content,
Afghanistan would be open to accepting some waste from other nations to process after our own has been minimized.
Recycling should only be used for current plastic, and future plastic use should be curbed. As a cotton cultivator, we
have the raw material to make plastic alternatives, but lack the funding and technology. As a solution, we would be
partial to supplying raw material to nations who aid us in establishing these facilities. Finally is the financial prong.
Most urgently, we call upon the EU, US, and IMF to immediately renew their monetary assistance. Also, the delegation
adds that emphasis in the Advisory committee should be placed on economically-sound methods of incentivizing our
private businesses to use more sustainable materials.



Delegation from: Mexico
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy

Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme

The United Nations Environmental Programme is currently facing two problems: managing plastic disposal and
preventing conflicts over water scarcity. Mexico is committed to efficiently solving these environmental problems
with the exertion of policies and actions.

L Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

With the world’s current increasing population, demands for water increase substantially. Data has shown that billions
of people have been suffering from lack of basic rights such as access to safe and clean water, proper sanitation, and
fresh food. Moreover, with the amount of water pollution being brought on by the advancement in technologies, less
water is available for human consumption. Additionally, as a result of natural disasters and production of reservoirs,
places such as wetlands and large water bodies are drying out.

Mexico believes that states should cooperate and implement tools such as policies, redistribution of water bodies.
Mexico has always been dedicated to preventing conflicts over water scarcity in many different manners. Water
scarcity has caused many conflicts in many places and even war between Israel and Palestine. In order to gain control
of water, Palestine and Israel fought the Water War between 1964 and 1967. In this case, water scarcity became a
major issue in Palestine and Israel. Since 1960, the Euphrates- Tigris Basin, shared between Turkey, Syria, and Iraq,
caused conflicts between the countries because of the change of flow of the rivers. Recently, Integrated Water
Resources Management (IWRM) aimed to balance the demands of water resources without affecting stable
ecosystems. Between 2017 and 2020, Mexico made moderate progress in response to this target. However, 107 other
countries did not reach their SDG (Sustainable Development Goals). Among these countries, Mexico desires to help
those who do not possess enough power such as South Sudan to achieve their goals by developing their water filtration
systems and promoting water stewardship around the world. Mexico also encourages those who possess enough power
such as the People's Republic of China and the United States to behave more by helping increase irrigation efficiency
in other countries and put more efforts in the possibility of desalinating seawater. Mexico also strongly supports
countries throughout the world reusing polluted water, collecting acid rain, and building bars between rivers and seas
in order to save more water.

Mexico also encourages meetings between international actors in order to address the difficulties such as lack of water
resources and propose solutions based on each country’s circumstances such as the state of economics and life quality
of its people. Mexico expects to see powerful international agencies such as the UN and great powers such as the
United States ensure the commitments of different states and secure the treaties that states should sign to promote
IWRM. In addition to IWRM and loss of water bodies, the quality of water is also concerning. Based on the data
recorded of 2300 lakes in 2019, about a quarter of them indicated a concerning amount of turbidity. On this issue,
Mexico advocates for cooperation between states to guarantee the safety of water resources for human uses. High-
GDP (Gross Domestic Product) countries are responsible for aiding low-GDP countries to improve their quality of
water, as well as number of usable water bodies since more than three quarters of the total water bodies reported in
the world, are possessed by High-GDP countries. Water Scarcity has been caused by various reasons including
environment disasters, water pollution, and states’ inability to secure water resources and water quality. Mexico
expects to see more cooperation in more programs such as Integrated Water Resources Management between all states
and great powers such as the United States and People’s Republic of China as world leaders to play a bigger role in
enforcing policies and treaties over the subject of preventing conflicts of water scarcity. Water resources should be
balanced between High-GDP countries and Low-GDP countries and countries should work towards their goals in
IWRM.

I Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Due to its convenience, plastic usage has increased exponentially since World War II: the amount of usage is
approximately 20,000% more in 2015 compared to that in 1950. As a result, it can take 20 to 500 years for plastic
waste to decompose based on the material and structure of the products. Moreover, undecomposed plastics often go
into the ocean which will harm marine life. Currently, there are 270,000 tons of plastics in the seas and 700 species



are threatened. Not only marine animals are impacted but also human beings who are consuming marine animals are
affected by the number of plastics in the sea. In addition, changes in policies in different countries also affected the
organization of plastic waste. For example, China, which had managed more than half of the plastic waste of the
world, banned importing plastic waste because most of the imports were mismanaged. Therefore countries are
experiencing more burdens in properly disposing of plastic on their own after China changed its policy. Additionally,
many high-income countries, which were greatly affected, now rely on other low-income countries, especially the
countries in Southeast Asia, in terms of incineration of recyclable plastic. For example, Malaysia, one of the primary
plastic importers in the world, manages its plastic waste by landfills and domestic burning. These methods are limited
in many ways and they will eventually damage the environment and ecosystem of the poor countries completely as it
is doing right now. Countries are experiencing more burdens in properly disposing of plastic on their own after China
changed its policy.

Mexico City has been ranked as a major city with the second-highest rates of waste production. There are 123 million
tons of plastic waste produced in Mexico City every day, and roughly 6% of it is being recycled. Mexico’s plastic
industry is rapidly growing and relies heavily on the United States, which makes up 67% of Mexico’s plastic and
rubber imports. Moreover, since Mexico decided to close Bordo Poniente in 2010, which was one of the world’s
largest landfills, recycling was hugely encouraged in order to reduce the amount of waste that goes to the landfills. In
addition, Mexico has diverted its waste into energy by changing it into compost and utilizing it as fuel. Mexico reduced
about half of the amount of waste that goes into landfills. This indicates that Mexico is reducing the amount of toxic
liquid that flows to rivers and oceans from the waste.

On this issue, Mexico disagrees with the approach of exporting plastic wastes between countries. Mexico believes that
each country should be responsible for disposing of their own plastic waste, instead of relying on low-income countries
to dispose of all plastic waste. Mexico suggests UNEP encourage countries to adopt a new method of disposing of
plastic waste, building houses using plastic waste, except for those countries not facing a housing shortage, such as
Japan. As the population of the world increases rapidly, more than 2 billion houses are expected to be built in the rest
of this century. Approximately 80% of the countries’ population is increasing, and many countries, especially those
in Africa, are in urgent need of building new houses in a short time. Mexico believes that building houses out of plastic
waste will be a proper choice that would solve two problems at once: a shortage of housing units and inappropriate
plastic disposal. Mexico believes that UNEP can turn plastic waste into useful materials for house building. Plastic is
almost impervious and it doesn’t react with water and it will endure various weather conditions. These characteristics
are all required for houses. Moreover, plastic waste would be an ideal material for countries that are in immediate
need of low-cost house units because building a house with plastics only costs a quarter of building a conventional
house and takes a very short time. For instance, according to a Colombian local company, a 40 m? house merely took
5 days to build with four people. Although the development of the technology of turning plastic waste into house
building material can be challenging, Mexico believes that UNEP and the whole world will benefit from the ability to
dispose of unrecyclable plastic because few resources are required to build houses and countries would not waste their
lands or resources on disposing of huge amounts of plastic wastes.



Delegation from: the Republic of Mali
Represented By: Bay High School

Position Paper for the United Nations Environmental Programme
The issues before the United Nations Environmental Programme are: Preventing Conflicts Over Water
Scarcity; and Managing Plastic Waste Disposal. Mali is dedicated to improving the availability and quality of
resources available to decrease the harm done by water scarcity, as well as decreasing the amount of single-use
plastics that are found in the environment.
I Preventing Conflicts Over Water Scarcity

Water Scarcity is a problem that affects all continents. As the world’s population gets higher and
higher, there isn’t enough clean freshwater to sustain everyone. Droughts and overuse of resources can also
lead to water scarcity. As climate change continues, frequency and severity of droughts is likely to rise,
worsening the bad situation so many countries already face. In the last century, water use has grown at almost
twice the rate of the population. Although conflicts can be exacerbated by other things, water is both a cause
and an accelerant. In recent years, water-linked violence has almost doubled. Conflicts over water can be at the
local level, or the national level. It is not uncommon for disputes to occur between users that rely on the same
source of water.

The Republic of Mali, while not experiencing national water scarcity, has extreme regional water
stress. A majority of conflict over water occurs between herders and farmers. Desertification and drought
drives both parties from the northern and western edges of the country, placing stress on eastern resources.
Most conflict is not caused by water, but accelerated by lack of availability. In many cases, conflict is caused
by previous disagreements, or religious conflict. Half of Mali’s water sources are shared with other countries.
Upstream solutions to water scarcity, like the in-progress Fomi Dam, would change the flow of the water
downstream, negatively affecting the lives and livelihoods of downstream residents. Education on the topic of
water also remains something to be worked on. When looking at water available, water contaminated by
chemicals and other undrinkable things is often excluded in the count. However, in many communities, the
only water available, which may be fifteen kilometers away, is contaminated. Impure water can lead to a
variety of illnesses that can severely damage communities. The Government of Mali, with the African
Development Bank and the World Bank, has made investments to rehabilitate waterways and reduce the
amount of dredging and erosion control needed to keep the waterways open for use. Through the help of
outside organizations, 80% of Malians now have access to clean drinking water. That number can fluctuate in
different regions where citizens are further away from cities.

With all this progress, the Delegation of Mali remains hopeful that a solution to this problem may be
found. Still, at this time, the Government of Mali is limited in their capability of action due to limited
resources, and previous projects and priorities. To prevent conflict over water scarcity, regional needs of
potable water must be solved first. With the variability in circumstances, it is difficult to make a blanket policy
fix the problem everywhere. The delegation encourages countries to adjust plans to fit the needs of specific
regions, and work with the people in local communities to best fit it to their lifestyle. For less-developed
countries, it can be difficult to complete these projects without international funding. As lack of infrastructure
and cleanliness also carry a large impact on the availability of water, The Delegation of Mali pushes countries
to increase the quality of the infrastructure that carries water out to citizens, like aquifers and sewers. Impure
water leads to a variety of sicknesses that can even cause death, particularly in children. If education on the
effects of contaminated water, as well as of to purify water, is implemented, many lives will be saved. The
Delegation of Mali is convinced that improving the quality and availability of water will decrease the numbers
of water-related conflict.

IL. Managing Plastic Waste Disposal

Across the world, plastic waste is being disposed of in landfills and the natural environment. Barely any of
the plastic produced passes through recycling facilities, and of the plastic that does, much is deemed unusable.
To save their nations from plastic pollution, developed countries will export plastics to less-developed, foreign
countries for them to handle. Considering the safety of their citizens, China banned the importation of any
foreign plastic other than the cleanest due to the buildup of toxins that were released. Other countries followed,
with 187 countries signing a treaty that gives nations the power to block the importation of unusable plastics
into their borders. Despite this effort, plastic still finds its way into other countries, spreading into other



landfills. What plastic is not in landfills ends up in the rivers, bringing plastics to both marine and land
ecosystems, leading to the presence of microplastics in food. As a result of the COVID-19 pandemic, the
production of single-use plastic erupted. Every day, face masks, face shields, and plastic gloves are discarded
only to be relocated to trash heaps, polluting the environment. In response to the growing plastic pollution,
countries put in place systems to combat the wrongful disposal of plastic waste. 77 countries across the world
placed some sort of ban or regulation on plastic bags. Currently, 81 countries endorse the Ocean Days Plastic
Pollution Declaration, which several United Nations proposed as an international way to combat the growing
disposal of plastic into oceans. As is the aim of many systems, the declaration aims to decrease the amount of
plastic pollution worldwide.

Mali, like countless other countries, struggles with plastic pollution and is doing everything in its power to
stop it. Most of Africa’s plastic is dumped into the Niger River which flows through the nation of Mali. The
Niger is one of the most polluted rivers in Africa, carrying around 35,000 tons of trash in its waters. As a
result, dangerous plastics can be spotted in many tributaries of the Niger river across Mali. The Malian
government recognizes attributes that the rise of plastic pollution correlatesas correlating with the rise in
population. Bamako, the capital of Mali, produces 17 thousand tons of plastic waste alone. The reuse of plastic
is highly encouraged to stop the demand for more plastic products. Nevertheless, when the plastics are no
longer needed, they end up in gutters, garbage cans, and even the river. Despite this, Mali puts in exemplary
efforts to combat plastic pollution in Africa. In the past, the Malian government played host to the Bamako
Convention, a treaty of the nations of Africa that prohibits the import of hazardous waste into the nations. The
Bamako Convention came into force in 1998 with, as of now, 29 signatories and 25 parties. The Bamako
Convention banned the importation of all hazardous waste, from radioactive materials to harmful plastics,
along with the disposal of waste into bodies of water. The government is not the only one participating in the
fight for proper plastic waste disposal, the Malian Branch of the Junior Chamber International organized a
competition to get the Malian citizens involved. The competition, known as R’Plast, is open to anyone in the
Malian area and aims to create an economy around plastic waste. People are urged to collect as much plastic as
they can out of the rivers and the streets over a certain amount of time. The person or group with the most
plastic collected will win a large sum of money for their efforts. Along with the country-wide efforts, the city
of Bamako established several citizen clean-ups, where residents of the city are hired to help clear up the
streets of waste. The Republic of Mali continues to make many governments and citizen-run efforts to put an
end to the plastic waste disposal failures of the past.

The Republic of Mali is fully willing to help improve plastic waste disposal worldwide. As the Malian
government involves itself in many international trends such as the banning of plastic bags and the Bamako
Convention, the delegation urges that other countries follow suit. Since much of the harmful disposal of plastic
waste comes from the importation and exportation of plastic to other countries, countries need to work together
internationally to better improve the environment. The Delegation of Mali suggests countries work to enforce
bans on plastic bags that are already made. While many nations have banned the use of plastic bags, there
needs to be stronger enforcement to stop the manufacturing of single-use plastic products. In doing this, the
disposal of plastic products can be controlled as new products are being pumped into the environment. The
Delegation of Mali also presses for more positive promotion of reusable products rather than negatively
putting down single-use plastics. While governments should put more emphasis on better plastic waste
disposal, the promotion cannot function without the help of the citizens. The Delegation of Mali pushes nations
to involve their citizens in positive plastic disposal tactics. Resident-run cleanups of cities are one of the best
ways to promote disposal habits that are healthier for the environment. Encouraging citizens to help the issue
allows the country to use tactics that best work for their people. Specifically, in countries that have other
priorities, it also allows the government to focus its attention on other crises while also being able to promote
plastic disposal. Overall, the Delegation of Mali would like to see more resident participation and enforcement
of positive waste disposal.
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