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Delegation from: The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg
Represented by: Vermilion High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
The Council is faced with two vital problems that require the utmost attention from the
international community. These are reducing the ever-growing economic inequality between the
global north and south, and supporting African countries emerging from conflicts. Luxembourg,
though small, is committed to helping reduce the economic gap between north and south while
also financially supporting African countries coming out of war.
Reducing the Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
The Grand Duchy of Luxembourg, being found in the global north, is concerned with decreasing
the gap between north and south by committing to its own Sustainable Development Goals.
Luxembourg throughout the past 6 years has lowered and stagnated its poverty to just below 0.58
percent. Luxembourg has also helped many countries, mostly in Africa, by founding and funding
programs to battle hunger, inequality, and poverty. Luxembourg has also promoted healthcare,
education, sanitation, and infrastructure. Luxembourg currently provides public healthcare, and
education, including university, as well as funding infrastructure across the country. By doing all
of this, Luxembourg is providing a clear example as to how other countries should battle poverty.
Luxembourg has the highest GDP per capita in the world and uses that money to help fund
programs to financially support countries in the global south. Seeing as poverty is low,
Luxembourg helped to found the Food and Agriculture Organization within the UN to battle
poverty, and world hunger as well as to help secure sanitization and clean water all around the
global south. Between 2009-2019, Luxembourg has donated over $25 million to the Food and
Agriculture Organization mostly focusing on Africa and Asia, both of which are located in the
global south. One way Luxembourg has handled poverty is by focusing on rural areas as opposed
to urban areas. Much success was seen and now Luxembourg openly advocates for easing rural
starvation most notably in Africa where the situation is arguably the most dire.
Throughout the Covid-19 pandemic, we were once again reminded that without a plan, sickness
spreads and people die and people are pushed back into poverty. To avoid this, Luxembourg has
created programs on how to battle poverty and to make sure that progress isn’t ruined. If
countries had the funds to not only battle poverty but also future food disasters, many countries
could keep poverty down for good, ultimately lowering the economic inequality between north
and south. By following the steps instructed by Luxembourg, Senegal created a largely
successful and secure food safety plan. Luxembourg also advocated and secured a national
emergency response plan to make sure all the progress made in Senegal doesn’t go to waste.
While the plan has done a lot of good, the lack of international funding to Senegal means the
poverty rate sits at almost 50 percent. This is certainly better than some of its neighbors but
without further action, it may stagnate instead of continuing to drop. Following those strides, the

UN should strive to get many countries to invest in African and Asian countries to get the ball
rolling. With investments, the world can start to feed the hungry. With less hungry people there’s
less unemployment. With less unemployment, there’s more economic growth. With more
economic growth there’s healthcare, education, and sanitation and with all that, there is utopia.
Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
Luxembourg has long been committed to peace in Africa and the world by not only bringing
attention to the EU but the UN. From giving aid to African countries, most notably in West
Africa, to starting programs to maintain peace, Luxembourg has played a part in keeping the
peace in Africa.
Specifically, the UN has made efforts to set up advisory groups for maintaining peace and
providing the country with humanitarian and economic aid. These groups were set up for
Guinea-Bissau and Burundi as many concerns, some of which were pointed out by Luxembourg,
were made to ease the crisis those countries face as they come out of war. All of this came to a
head with the creation of the Peacebuilding Commission. The goal of the commission is to
identify countries in a dire situation because of conflicts, and to assist them in any way possible
to prevent more death, conflict, and/or collapse. Luxembourg has specifically helped the UN
with this crisis by leading the PBC in 2011 as well as the chair of the specific configuration to
Guinea. In tandem with the Peacebuilding Fund, Luxembourg has advocated for intervention in
Africa to maintain peace and has committed funds to further expedite the process. By doing this,
Luxembourg has become a leading country in calling for further action to maintain peace in
Africa to not only end wars now but forever.
By following the lead of the PBC and advisory groups set up across Africa, the UN can start to
maintain peace across Africa, stabilize governments across the continent, and help to financially
support countries until they can stand on their own. If countries all across the globe can commit
more money to the Peacebuilding Fund, the process of lasting peace and stabilization can happen
way quicker. By also expanding advisory groups to specifically target certain countries, many
nations that are on the verge of collapse can be saved and thrive. Luxembourg has also called for
an increased amount of time and resources within the UN to go to further supporting African
countries emerging from conflict as it could also help those countries recover overall. If global
northern countries recover faster than African countries, which fall in the global south, African
countries would get even farther behind. While efforts by the UN have worked and drastically
lowered the number of African conflicts, many nations with fragile peace and destroyed
countries are struggling to recover from the effects of war, even if the war ended decades ago. By
investing in African countries, promoting world peace, and making plans to make a fragile peace
more secure, countries across Africa will not only stay out of war but will prosper afterward
which will lower poverty and increase the quality of life for the millions living across the
continent.

Delegation from: Bangladesh
Represented by: Avon High School

Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The issues before the Economic and Social Council are: Reducing the Growing Economic
Inequality Between the Global North and South; and Supporting African Countries Emerging from
Conflict.
I. Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
Bangladesh is a relatively young country at only 50 years of age. When Bangladesh gained our
independence in 1971, we were the second poorest country in the world. Since then Bangladesh
has become the poster child for cutting poverty in half and is becoming a middle income country
in such a short amount of time. Even though there have been factors betting against us such as
seasonal cyclones, poor infrastructure and power supplies, corruption, political instability and the
spread of covid-19, Bangladesh has still managed to grow the annual economy by nearly 6%. It is
a testament to the perseverance and dedication of the people of Bangladesh to succeed. Bangladesh
is a good model to help reduce the economic inequality by helping other countries set up similar
systems.
Bangladesh partnered with the International Development Association to help transform the
country. In doing so it is now commonplace that children are in school, and women have entered
the workforce. Bangladesh is on track to become a high-income country by the year 2041.
Investing in new technologies and ridding corruption by implementing a government procurement
system have been key to our success.
There are many reasons that make up the divide between the global north and south. Some of the
bigger issues are lack of natural resources, education, health and industrialization. Also,
government corruption plays a part. Bangladesh feels that bringing the nations together to share
knowledge, experience and expertise would be mutually beneficial to all involved. Bangladesh's
key to success has been education and expanding women in the workforce. We believe that helping
other developing countries like what we do would lessen the divide between the north and south.
II. Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
Bangladesh knows so well the challenges coming out of a conflict when we did 50 years ago win
our independence from Pakistan. India played a large role in helping Bangladesh win our
independence in 1971. While trying to win independence, China was against us going as far as

vetoing us in 1972 a seat in the UN once Bangladesh became a country. Slowly China came
around, whereas India ignored bilateral issues and felt threatened by Bangladesh.
Bangladesh's motto when it comes to diplomacy is “Friendship towards all, malice towards none”.
Bangladesh is a neutral country and stays away from taking sides with power countries such as
Russia, United States and China. Bangladesh's goal is to build up better relationships within its
region.
Even though the fighting has stopped in Africa, it doesn't mean the problems are dissolved and
everyone is happy. There will still be government mistrust, division between the classes, lack of
education and inequalities throughout. Bangladesh feels that there must be some sort of
cooperation between Africa and this council to effectively address the root causes that started the
initial conflict as well as support Africa's success. The World Bank Group, one of the organizations
that helped Bangladesh, is helping Africa through its International Development Association
(IDA). Their long-term financial strategy is to help Africa, as they did with Bangladesh, with their
economic stability, education, and healthcare.

Delegation of: Federal Republic Germany
Represented by: Mentor High School
Position Paper for United Nations Economic and Social Council
The issues presented to the Economic and Social Council are Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality
Between the Global north and south and Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict.
Topic I: Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global north and south
80% of the income in the world is controlled by the global north, 90% of manufacturing is controlled or
based in the global north, and yet the global south has three quarters of the world population.
Germany is the fourth highest ranking economy in the world according to nominal GDP. Germany
participates in a lot of trade to and from the global south. Germany has also helped many refugees
displaced by conflict in the global south.
It is in Germany’s interests to end global poverty and inequality between the global north and south. The
German government has shown support for the 2030 agenda and has been implementing parts for some
time. Germany also donated $28 billion for overseas development in 2020.

Topic B: Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
Conflict in Africa has reached record highs during the 21st century. Areas that are not suffering current
conflict are still facing problems from the effect of the conflicts.
Germany has been trying to create a more sustainable world. It is emphasized that it is crucial to the
future of the world that developing areas should develop in a more sustainable way than the world did in
the 19th and 20th century with petroleum. It is also in Germany’s interest to lessen the flow of Migrants
into Europe through making these regions more stable.
Germany has been investing in African countries. Since the population of the continent of Africa is set to
double by 2050 it is crucial that there is enough infrastructure for all in Africa. Germany is also working
to progress gender equity in Africa as regions rebuild from conflict.

Delegation From: The Republic of Latvia
Represented By: Rocky River High School
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The issues being reviewed by the Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) are: Reducing the Growing
Economic Inequality between the Global North and South and Supporting African Countries Emerging from
Conflict. The Republic of Latvia acknowledges the importance for an open North and Southern dialogue and of
supporting at risk African countries.
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality between the Global North and South

The nation of Latvia once again acknowledges the importance of open North-South dialogue, led by Southern
needs. We also acknowledge the increasing global inequality promoted by the Covid-19 crisis. Unequal access
to healthcare resources have also exacerbated the economic depression from the pandemic in Southern countries.
The economic inequalities are caused by past colonization, lack of education, both higher and skill based, lack
of healthcare, and housing. We believe in supporting the economic development of these nations.
Latvia, though not an Southern country, has experienced our share of economic hardships during our Nazi and
Soviet occupations. However, after regaining our independence, we have striven for privatization. This has led
to our increasing prosperity. We still deal with intergenerational poverty caused by a legacy of trauma and our
long history of political violence, oppression, and war, and were ranked as the European Union’s third poorest
country in 2019. We have made excellent strides in improving our economy, reducing corruption, and expanding
economic freedom. Our economy is based on exports, which has recovered after the small 2020 economic
depression. We are building our economic safety net, attempting to reduce our poverty levels even more. We
believe our current economic success can be a model for Southern economic development.
In order to ensure lasting economic improvements, ECOSOC should prioritize addressing the factors that caused
the inequalities in the first place. Countries in the global South are often recovering from past Northern
colonization, which decimated natural resources and established a social hierarchy where colonizers are at the
top and native populations are oppressed. This has lasted even after the occupying countries have left. Therefore,
Southern countries should be given access to resources, such as healthcare, education, and financial aid, to
remediate the lasting effects of colonization. For short term healthcare, NGOs such as Doctors without Borders
and UN committees like the WHO can provide aid. ECOSOC should begin promoting trade skills by setting up
education centers in participating countries. These centers should focus on in demand skills in the specific
countries' economies. For other professional skills, we should give grants to Universities that accept a certain
number of students from Southern nations participating in the programs. The UN should also provide expansion
opportunities for existing international companies, incentivizing them to come into countries and provide them
with a livable wage. Once a livable wage is established and the skilled workforce is expanded, the economy will
be stimulated by once impoverished people having money. They will buy goods and services and eventually
become stronger and more independent from UN aid. The UN should also provide subsidies for exported goods,
allowing for other countries to buy and the countries selling to make adequate profit. If we work together and
listen to Southern countries' needs, the global community will make strides to support economically
disadvantaged countries.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

The nation of Latvia believes that the UN should do all in our power to support African countries that are
recovering from conflicts, both international and intranational. In order to create a thriving global community,
the UN has a duty to provide a scaffold to protect nations in need from falling into further economic decline.
Conflict in any part of the world is dangerous, even if it is a civil conflict.
Latvia has been the victim of multiple occupations, both from Nazi Germany and the Soviet Union, and supports
nations coming out of civil wars and other conflicts. As a member of the United Nations, Latvia is an ally to
those African nations.
In order to best support African countries exiting conflict, we propose that ECOSOC provides these nations with
economic aid. This economic aid should include subsidized exports to ensure proper profit margins, connecting
countries in need with NGOs and nonprofit organizations to fulfill country specific needs, and encourage the
education of their citizens. ECOSOC also needs to build up these nations' infrastructure as without infrastructure
an economy is unable to function. For infrastructural development and allocation of resources, ECOSOC should
establish a sub-committee to properly organize and allocate resources. This committee should be made up of
mostly African countries in need and a rotating selection of other ECOSOC members. ECOSOC should promote
education by allocating funds for primary, intermediate, and high schools, in demand trade schools, and college
education by setting up schools in areas without them. This will allow for further stimulation of the economy
when more educated workers enter the workforce. This committee should discuss any actions with the African
Union (AU) and should specifically partner with it’s their decision making committee, the Peace and Security
Council. This will make sure that any international involvement is done at the express permission of involved
nations and their continental governmental body. ECOSOC should also consult with the UN’s Peacebuilding
commission, as they are already concerned with establishing and maintaining peace in the African continent. By
addressing educational and infrastructural concerns, we are working to prevent future conflicts as decimated
governments and their lackluster functions are breeding ground for conflict long after the original issue was
solved. We should also prioritize making more African nations active committee members, as this is their issue
we are attempting to address. All of these steps help us move in the right direction of a more peaceful world.

Delegation from: The Federal Republic of Nigeria
Represented by: Bay High School
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The issues before the Economic and Social Council today are: Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality
Between the Global North and South; and Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict. Nigeria is
committed to resolving the current issues all over the world and ensuring every country is content with the
outcomes that can be attained.
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

The divide between global North and South represents the social, political, cultural, and most importantly
developmental differences between the wealthy economies and strong governments of North America, Europe,
and East Asia and the generally impoverished and socially unstable countries of Latin America, Africa, and most
of Asia. Despite containing 75% of the world’s population and an incredible amount of natural resources, the
Global South accounts for only 20% of the world’s income earned and is plagued by centuries of abuse from the
North. Even after the empires of Europe and America ended in the 20th century, the impact of their domination
has resulted in the incredible differences in quality of life and economic situations of their former colonies in
comparison to the industrialized and technologically advanced “mother countries”. Most countries in the South
use their comparative advantage in agriculture and the unsafe exploitation of natural resources, exporting to the
markets of the North where higher prices can be found. This may result in an artificial scarcity for goods to occur
in impoverished nations, with governments exporting most food to make a profit while vulnerable populations
starve. Northern corporations are incentivized by their governments to outsource manufacturing operations to
semi-industrialized countries to exploit the lack of labor and environmental regulations, cheap pay, and close
proximity to raw natural resources in the name of globalization. Inflation, corruption, a lack of suitable healthcare
and educational opportunities, and unequal access to resources hinder the economic prowess of even the largest
economies located in the South, such as China, India, Brazil, Mexico, and Nigeria among others.
Nigeria’s role as an economic power in the Global South is highlighted by boasting the highest nominal GDP
among all African countries. The middle income, mixed market economy is rapidly expanding and quickly
diversifying into the manufacturing, finances, communications, and entertainment sectors, with the GDP per
capita doubling between 2000 and 2012 and expectations showing Nigeria to have the highest average GDP
growth worldwide in the next 25 years. Regardless of its growth, Nigeria’s economic potential is inhibited by
many structural issues, including poor infrastructure, a lack of confidence in currency, barriers to trade, and a
reliance on the exportation of oil resulting in supply scarcity for citizens. Many efforts have taken place to
combat these difficulties, such as the landmark National Economic Empowerment Development Strategy
(NEEDS), with goals to improve stability, transparency, liberalization, privatization, and many social goals to
raise the standard of living and increase foreign investment. Former President Olusegun Obasanjo’s anticorruption campaign within the government has been seen by the World Bank as a model for many similar
countries struggling with corruption. Nigerians are optimistic about the future of their economy, with over 66%
believing their standard of living will greatly improve in the near future.
Addressing the economic inequality between the dominant Global North and exploited Global South relies on
cooperation and commitment on behalf of all countries. The incredible complexities of the international economy
and emergence of globalization in the past few decades complicates the solution, as what may be beneficial for
the workers in the South hurts the corporations in the North, resulting in trade difficulties and hurting all
involved. Efforts among the global south to provide aid to each other are vitally important, with organizations
such as the South-South Cooperation allowing for nations with a unique understanding of socioeconomic
conditions to invest and mutually benefit from one another. Positive diplomatic relationships among Southern
countries are also necessary, as group solidarity could allow increasingly fair dialogues to be opened between
the powerful North and disadvantaged South. When combined with anti-corruption practices, investment into
developing nations’ economic infrastructure and into their citizens through education creates opportunities for
countries to diversify and remove reliance on environmentally destructive resource exploitation. The Federal

Republic of Nigeria would like to see full commitment and involvement in this initiative by all countries, seeking
to close the economic gap between the Global North and South and improve the standard of living worldwide.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

The continent of Africa’s incredible sociocultural diversity and long, difficult history of violent conflicts has
made significant impacts on the political, economic, and social problems its countries and people face today.
With over 3,000 different ethnic groups, 2,100 languages, and large populations of adherents to every major
world religion, Africa’s turbulent conflicts don’t commonly occur around national borders, but rather between
class, ethnic, or religious lines that don’t have a hard border. The impact war of this variety has on a country is
incredible; already struggling economies collapse, governments become corrupt and destabilize, vital
infrastructure is destroyed, and the standard of living plummets. The instability of an entire region only leads to
further conflicts occuring, creating a domino effect where neighboring nations are flooded with refugees and
instability. Africa’s horrifying exploitation by European and American powers resulted in genocides and mass
depopulation of many areas due to the Atlantic Slave Trade, but the chaos of decolonialization occuring in the
mid-1900s only excaberated the conditions necessary for the seemingly unending violent conflicts to occur all
the way to the present. For a nation to emerge from civil and international unrest takes significant foreign aid
and resources, but political corruption and instability have kept most average citizens from seeing anything but
more strife.
Nigeria has long been a victim of national-level and subnational-level conflicts, as best demonstrated today by
the multiple forms of continuing communal violence. Ethno-religious conflict dominates the Central belt, Niger
river Delta, and Northern territories, where groups such as the Boko Haram seek to create an Islamic state and
impose Sharia law. Secessionist movements threaten the Southeast and are residual conflicts stemming from
Biafra’s defeat in the 1967 Civil War, harming government control over the oilfields and threatening Nigeria’s
main economic export. Herder-Farmer conflicts between muslim Fulani herdsman and christain Adara, Berom,
and Tiv farmers have increased partly due to climate change and remain everpresent despite significant military
involvement. Nigeria’s goals in solving these conflicts occur on every level of government, and involve a variety
of methods, most importantly rooting out corruption. Nationally, a strong increase in security is needed to
prevent kidnappings, jihadist and seccesionalist recruitment from across the country’s borders, and to stabalize
the most violent regions. States have created peacebuilding agencies dedicated to researching and resolving
labor, ethnic, and religious conflicts to great success, but financing and impartiality remains an issue. Educational
initiatives and strong, unifying community leaders have been emphasized in local areas to try and promote
conflict resolution on a small scale, but the existential threat of violence has dissuaded many communities from
involving themselves.
The Economic and Social Council must continue to promote anti-corruption measures and peacebuilding
organizations if the perpetual violence in African countries is to stop. Nigeria believes ECOSOC Resolution
2002/1 should be respected by every member of the UN, as the Ad Hoc Advisory Groups dedicated to
advocating for african countries emerging from brual conflicts has been incredibly beneficial to increase the
political stability, economic situation, and general standard of living for nations who desperately need it.
Inclusion of anti-corruption watchdogs and other necessary bodies ensuring transparency is very important, as
the bleeding of finances meant to help remedy wounds left by conflict is a dominant public relations issue for
all countries and the United Nations as a whole. The Federal Republic of Nigeria is convinced of the central
importance of international assistance in solving this issue, and ECOSOC must adopt a cooperative approach
that is suited to the needs of the nations in turmoil with respect for state sovereignty.

Winter Conference 2021
Delegation from: Republic of Botswana
Represented by: Bay High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
I.
Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
The global south, where the majority of the world lives, contains the poorest regions. In the 1980s, the
Brandt line was developed to show the geographical economic gap between the northern and southern
hemispheres. Based on this divide, it is shown that almost all wealthier countries are in the northern half,
with the exception of Australia and New Zealand. While poorer countries are almost always in the
tropical, southern half. While this geographical line is still primarily accurate, some countries are out of
place according to their global location. Botswana, Argentina, and Malaysia are all examples of countries
that have above average gross domestic product (GDP) per capita, yet still remain in the ‘global south.’
Yet some countries are on the other side of the spectrum, Ukraine for example, who are becoming poorer
though still residing in the ‘global north.’ The terms of ‘global north,’ and ‘global south’ have been used
in place of ‘first world,’ and ‘third world.’ Majority of the southern countries were colonized by the north
at some point in time, which is the main reason why the south remains behind economically. The
delegation of Botswana highly supports closing the gap between the north and south.
In 1966, when Botswana became independent from British colonialism, it was recognized as one of the
poorest countries in the world. Due to hard work and economic regrowth, by the 1980s Botswana became
regarded as one of the best managed economies in Africa. The delegation of Botswana has taken steps in
the past to make the south more self-sufficient. The bulk of Botswana's growth rose from diamonds,
which were discovered in the 1970s. Unlike many other African countries, Botswana has implemented
rigorous policies to protect their natural resources. Botswana has also avoided resource squandering and
exploitation from other countries in order to protect their economic success. Mining has dominated
Botswana's economy, accounting for around one-third of GDP, one half of government revenues, and
nearly 90% of exports. GDP growth has been rapid, led by mineral sector development, and over the 30
years from 1970 to 2000, Botswana was the fastest growing economy in the world. Along with these
statistics, Botswana itself has issues of not nationalizing their resources to better protect their economy.
The delegation of Botswana recognizes that the country has its own economic inequality going on. High
inequality levels have been linked to the fact that the mineral sector which is the key to Botswana's
success is highly capital intensive and only employs a small percentage of the workforce, yet this sector
accounts for about 70% of GDP, and almost half of the government's earnings. Botswana believes that the
key to ensuring southern success is each individual country protecting their industries that are most
impactful, especially mineral resources and raw materials. Nationalizing industries will resist exploitation
from northern countries. Botswana acknowledges that receiving aid and funding from northern regions
will not help the issues, but rather cause southern countries to remain dependent on more financially
stable countries. Although receiving aid can create deeper issues, countries that are receiving aid should
have a greater say in where that funding is going to. Another possible solution to strengthen the south
would be encouraging more collaboration between southern countries. Not only would this help
strengthen bonds and economies, but also work on not being dependent on the global north. The divide
between the global north and south is very much prevalent, but an efficient solution can be found.

II.
Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
Like all other forms of conflict, civil wars can especially harm their own countries and neighboring
countries. Civil wars can destroy infrastructure, resources, economies, and peoples trust for their
countries. These conflicts can also create grudges that can cause issues to rise again. Africa's conflicts are
complicated and stem from the continent's origin. Colonialism, Atlantic slave trade, and poorly managed
decolinization are all examples of how Africa has been set up for failure. The civil war in Sierra Leone
greatly exemplifies how much havoc these conflicts can create. The war displaced civilians, hurt
industries causing economic decline, furthered unemployment, damaged infrastructure, and more. The
international community has worked to better the economic growth of African countries emerging from
conflict. Founded in 1958, the African Economic Commision is a United Nations commission focused on
African economic development related to ECOSOC. This UN commission has significantly helped to
build healthy relationships between countries, in order to protect themselves from conflict, but more can
still be done.
Unlike many other African countries, Botswana had no conflicts when becoming independent from Great
Britain. Botswana has easily been able to protect itself from civil conflicts due to their governing style.
This has been in part due to the establishment of a strong, parliamentary government directly following
their gaining independence from Britain.
The Republic of Botswana would like to voice their support of implementing strong governments in
African countries coming out of conflict. The Republic of Botswana could be a very strong resource in
helping to set up, and then perpetuate these governments.

Delegation from: The Republic of Mali
Represented by: Bay High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
The issue before the United Nations Economic and Social Council today is: Reducing the Growing Economic
Inequality Between the Global North and South and Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
I.
Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
Background of the issue: Across the world, the economic inequality between the global north and south continues to
maintain a large gap due to many economic disparities between nations.. Numerous worldwide efforts have been put
into place to help numerous countries and people out of poverty but between the lowest and highest income earning
countries the gap continues to grow. To address this situation previous “North-South Dialogue” has been prompted
between the growth of the global south economy such as the increased price and usage of oil as well as the global
north coming closer to the global south which for example would be the U.S. loss in the Vietnam war. The
“Dialogue” between the Global North and South has been aimed at trade, tariffs, foreign aid, international finance,
and governance but had ended with the tensions of the Cold War around 1980. The inequality between the global
north and south still exists and is now a pressing matter with numerous more factors continuing the separation
between these two groups. These factors that separate these groups are the availability of natural resources, different
levels of health and education as well as the nature of a country’s economy and its industrial sectors. Internationally
numerous trading policies with access to markets and how countries are governed all play a big role in the economic
development of countries. Finally, major issues that can contribute to the growth of a nation's economy which
separates the global north and south is any conflict within and between countries and a country’s vulnerability to
natural hazards that can damage and hurt the country like earthquakes and cyclones/hurricanes.
How it relates to your country: The poverty rate for the country of Mali is astronomically high and with most
families consisting of 4 or more members the cost of living in Mali as well as food security has become a major
issue. Furthermore, many recent droughts, food shocks and unsustainable agricultural practices have worsened the
issue of food security. Due to this many children drop out of school to earn money and support the family and with
the effects of Covid-19 more and more families have no children enrolled in schools. This issue continues to slow
the economic development of Mali as the literacy rate in adults is around 33% and only 22% for women hurting the
future opportunities for Mali’s population Short term, as Mali’s poverty is so high, the government is going to step
up the tax administration reforms and improve the collection performance as well as optimize public spending to
save money for growing the country.
How you want to fix it: Although economic and health factors with COVID-19 as well as the possible increase in
terrorist attacks will increase the poverty rate further, stepping up the efforts to help the Malian government is the
only option to stop its deterioration and protect its citizens. Helping Mali is no longer a choice and is a fundamental
step in eliminating poverty and ensuring regional peace for the nation's future. Furthermore, to help create dialogue
between the Global North and South. In Mali to help short term growth, the government is going to step up the tax
administration reforms and improve the collection performance as well as optimize public spending to save money
for growing the country. In addition, the IDA is providing assistance to the poorest nations ,with Mali constituting as
one of them, by supporting the development of many areas like energy, reconstruction, economic recovery, water
and sanitation. Currently in growing Mali the agricultural sector has been responsible for growing the GDP but with
this the country is weak to climate variability and environmental degradation which is why Mali is working on
getting more and more people out of poverty with different programs like the SNLP and IFI’s. These programs
strive to grow the country by providing people with a reasonable standard of living through access to sufficient
healthy food, drinking water, health care, education and decent housing. Mali sees that through international aid for
education and the optimization of government spending Mali can grow its GDP and reduce its poverty.

II.
Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
Background of the issue: Conflict throughout Africa has been shown to devastate the nation's ability to grow and
thus shown to help African countries thrive after conflict the mobilization for post-war reconstruction and
economically helping the countries to grow their structure development. To promote stability throughout the UN
Sustainable Development Goals the issue of supporting african countries emerging from conflict must be supported
as it will stop the potential impact on these Sustainable Development Goals. Furthermore, as Africa is the poorest
continent in the world wih extreme hunger malnutrition, disease, high rates in infant mortality and child labor, which
are only enhance by the brutality of conflict, international coorperation to help struggling African nations emerging
from conflict is needed to possibly prevent future conflict. With the effort to stop future conflicts finding the root
cause of these conflicts is critical. Very recently the UN has discussed the issue of conflicts in Africa and how to
help better the nation addressing a stop the root causes was of vital importance. Discussed in this meeting of the UN
diversity was found to be one of the main causes of conflict and that goes through money issues including
insecurity, socioeconomic marginalization, poverty unemployment, climate change and environmental degradation.
Finally, as to address each cause in different areas, a nimble approach with using past experience would help but not
be perfect as many saw the need to go past externally imposed solutions and rather use strategies that are tailored to
local contexts and circumstances.
How it relates to your country: Currently Mali is experiencing the conflict between the Bamako-based government
in the south and northern rebel factions with peace attempts constantly failing. The issue the rebel factions are
fighting for is more representation in government as well as state budget revenues not being transferred to local
authorities. The inability of the Mali government to uphold the basic rule of law and protect the weak citizens from
the powerful has created a massive political and security crisis that must be resolved.
How you want to fix it: United States Commitment has already begun with the interest in helping Mali overcome the
struggle against terrisom and put an end to the terror groups and traffickers in northern territories. The U.S. has also
proposed a systematic postwar reconstruction plan with recommendations on how the U.S. as well as ECOWAS can
help achieve sustainable reconciliation. As shown by this the government of Mali can’t resolve this conflict alone as
the lack of resources and political will is a huge challenge. To help stop the spread of this problem local solutions
must be used to help local issues and with the recent showing of the inefficiency of African countries to deal with
their own issues as shown with the AU (African Union), international cooperation through ECOWAS is needed.
Military intervention to impose control over factions and supervise DDR as well as beginning security reform and
training to restore essential services would be the first phase to protect vulnerable populations. Phase two would be
the structural rebuilding of the Mali government and country to achieve sustainable reconciliation. At this point
outside help through programs like the IRC has provided life saving assistance to those displaced through conflict as
well as those unable to have access to food due to multiple shortages. As Mali is struggling with conflict the
education of the population has dropped and literacy rates have become very low. Due to this, the future of Mali
doesn’t look bright and thus education systems are also being funded. Finally, the EU alone has provided hundreds
of millions of euros to humanitarian aid in Mali since 2012 and in 2021 alone has donated abou 32 million euros.
This money has gone to vulnerable populations and conflict-affected areas to cover food, health care, nutrition, clean
water, emergency shelter and education. Mali sees that through international aid and cooperation the nation can help
grow itself and thrive once emerged from civil conflict.

LLCC- African Civil War/ Inequalities Between the Global South and Global North
Due Nov.24
(EcoSoc-Benin)
Benin was deeply involved in the trans-atlantic slave trade. When slavery was abolished, Benin
was taken over by France (part of the Global North). Benin didn’t fully gain independence until 1960.
After gaining independence, Benin’s government went through many phases - democracy, military coups,
and military governments. Benin eventually became a Marxist–Leninist state called the People's Republic
of Benin, which has now been replaced by the current multi-party Republic of Benin, which is a
presidential representative democratic republic.
Benin put bans on tribalism and opposition forces and scored highly in safety, rule of law and
human rights in 2013. However, their rankings has fallen in current years and they continue to fall. The
government has become less democratic over the years and this could lead to problems within the
country, although, as of yet, there is no sign of civil war. The country can relate to the struggles of
African civil wars because of the French occupation and many exchanges of power as well as sharing a
border with Nigeria, which has had civil wars and continues to have violent uprisings and terrorist
activity.
The violence in Nigeria effects Benin's trade and economy. The slave trade still negitivley effects
the country of Benin and will have lasting effects, throwing off the power balance of it and countries like
it to the North. It is hard for many citizens as well as the country to make money. This is due in large part
to the fact that cotton is Benin’s main crop, but that they have poor farming practices and land
degradation associated with cotton production. The region is dependent on agricultural trade and is one of
the poorest countries in Africa. Benin is hoping to grow its economy with the help of foregin investment,
possibly from countries in the Global North, and to then put more emphasis on tourism, education,
technology and business.

Delegate from: Columbia
Represented by: Beachwood High School

Position Paper for United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

The topics before the United Nations Economic and Social Council are: Reducing the Growing
Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South and Supporting African Countries
Emerging from Conflict. The delegate from Columbia will make sure a resolution gets passed
that will resolve any conflict of the economic inequality between the global north and south.
Also, the delegate will make sure the UN decides on a resolution to support African countries
emerging from conflict.

I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

In the past, Colombia has never had peace in the battle versus poverty. Colombia has a poverty
rate of around 30%. The countries that are the poorest are mainly in the southern hemisphere.
The northern hemisphere with Australia and New Zealand are the richest countries. There are
some countries like Argentina, Botswana, and Malaysia, which are in the southern hemisphere,
which have a GDP average higher than the global average but they still are in the Global South.

Although Columbia has a high percentage of poverty, Colombia believes there should be a
system created in which we can push funding to countries that need it more than countries that
have it. Equity is important in this situation because it would be useful to get countries above the
poverty line.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict.

Columbia is continuing to make efforts to fix our peace process. In Africa, there are conflicts
regularly. Columbia plans to make sure the best solution to fix these conflicts will get passed.
We plan to use some money and resources to get it done.

Delegation from: Liberia
Represented by: Miya DeBolt
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)
The issues for the United Nations Economic and Social Council are: Reducing the Growing
Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South and Supporting African Countries
Emerging from Conflict. Even though Liberia has many untapped natural resources, it remains
very poor. In spite of this, Liberia is in full support of making an effort to reduce the growing gap
between the Global North and South. Considering that Liberia is one such African country
emerging from conflict, Liberia is in full support of helping fellow African countries that are
emerging from conflict.
I.Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and Global South
All across the globe, there is an increasing amount of inequalities that separate the world into the
Global North and Global South. These terms do not refer to the geographical regions of the world,
but rather as terms to replace “third world countries” or “developing countries and developed
countries.” Although this has to do mostly with economics, it also has to do with the broader topic
of inequality, such as the types of goods produced in the Global North and South and their political
climates. Historically, the United Nations has been in support of assisting in closing this equality
gap between the Global North and Global South. For example, in 2000 the UN signed Millennium
Development Goals (MDGs), which is an effort to lower extreme poverty in addition to creating
environmental sustainability. Another example of something that may assist in lowering the
inequality divide is the South-South Cooperation (SSC), which hopes of the Global South aiding
each other, since each country in the Global South better understands the economic positions and
politics of the Global South countries.
Liberia does support the reduction of the gap between the Global North and Global South,
considering that Liberia is considered part of the Global South. With a devastated economy,
especially after the COVID-19 pandemic, many Liberians struggle to meet their most basic needs,
such as food. Even though Liberia is rich in natural resources, many of the residents struggle with
poverty amongst other such issues. Under Liberian President George M. Weah, this issue is in the
works of being solved, with the implementation of the Pro-Poor Agenda for Prosperity and
Development (PAPD). Although Liberia’s current economic state is very grim, it has historically
been worse. For example, even though poverty is expected to be on the rise, the economy has been
rebounding for the past two years. Another sign that could lead to better news for the economy is
the rate of inflation has gone down. Amongst other statistics, Liberia’s economy is supposed to
grow 4.9% in the next year, expected to return to pre-pandemic levels.
Despite the advancement of Liberia’s economy in recent years, Liberia is still considered a part of
the Economic South and has quite a way to go before closing the gap of inequality. The Economic
and Social Council should do more to help close this divide, and aid countries like Liberia. Since
Liberia is still part of the Global South, Liberia has come up with the Pro-Poor Agenda for
Prosperity and Development (PAPD), which is considered a development plan, effective until
2023. It’s agenda mainly emphasizes inclusion and a more equal distribution of national wealth,
among other things. It aligns with Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), which is something

that the United Nations supports. Liberia would be interested in supporting resolutions that
promote economic growth and development, in addition to resolutions that would increase
economic equality for all countries.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

Wars, especially civil wars, are known to tear apart countries through residents having a distrust
in their government and the wars spreading to neighboring countries. Economies can be ruined
and old grievances can resurface from civil war. Civil wars can also become intertwined with other
countries, such as the civil wars in Liberia, Sierra Leone, and Guinea. After the civil wars in Africa,
many adolescents were left unhealthy and/or uneducated. Bearing this in mind, African countries
have to especially focus on this group with support and education. In addition to individual people
being affected, civil wars can also increase migration, as people want to leave their war-torn
countries. Historically, African countries have deep-rooted reasons for violence against each other,
such as the Atlantic Slave Trade and colonialism. A historical example of a civil war in Africa was
in Sierra Leone, which started as a conflict between government and rebel groups. Civilians were
displaced and the economy was not strong. Except, there is still hope for African countries
emerging from conflict, because Sierra Leone has made a great deal of progress economically, to
recover from the war. The African Economic Commission (ECA) is a group that works closely
with the Economic and Social Council to aid in the African countries’ economic development. The
African Union is another group that focuses on economic development in Africa, supporting the
African Continental Free Trade Area (ACFTA) and African Economic Forum (Platform) (AEP).
Keep in mind that Liberia is a country emerging from conflict, the country is in support of
supporting other African countries which are also emerging from conflict. Civil War, such that is
happening in many impacted African countries, can not only damage the country’s government
and people, but can also impact standard of living and infrastructure. Liberia firmly believes that
violence from one country has the possibility of spilling into neighboring countries. Liberia, as a
country which receives assistance from the Peace-Building Commission (PBC), supports the ideas
of this commission. This group, and thus Liberia, believes collaboration with organizations is
necessary to keep peace, and not wreak havoc on economies that are war torn or affected by war
torn areas. The council supports (A/RES/70/262 and S/RES/2282 (2016)), which encourages peace
building between countries.
Since Liberia is one such African country that is emerging from conflict, Liberia looks favorably
upon building peace between nations, as one of their goals is to build peace. Liberia would support
a resolution that includes committed financial support so countries transitioning from violence
could be strengthened. As a country on the Agenda of the Peace-Building Commission (PBC),
Liberia also recognizes that national friendly relations are a crucial part of building a strong,
resilient country. Other countries that are on the agenda of the Peace-Building Commission are
Burundi, Central African Republic, Liberia, Sierra Leone, Guinea and Guinea Bissau. All of these
countries, Liberia would be willing to work with in coming up with possible solutions to assisting
African countries emerging from conflict.

Sources:
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/sites/www.un.org.peacebuilding/files/documents/statement_fo
r_ecosoc_meeting_on_26july_-_final.pdf
https://www.worldbank.org/en/country/liberia/overview#1
https://www.un.org/development/desa/dspd/wp-content/uploads/sites/22/2020/01/World-SocialReport-2020-FullReport.pdf
https://www.un.org/africarenewal/news/liberia-credits-un-%E2%80%9816-years-unbrokenpeace%E2%80%99-outlines-plan-reduce-poverty-boost-growth
https://www.un.org/peacebuilding/news/mission-liberia-closes-security-council-intendsconsider-best-practices-ongoing-efforts-enhance
https://d1rzpjx467dmbe.cloudfront.net/wp-content/uploads/2021/10/ECOSOC-BackgroundGuide.pdf
https://unctad.org/press-material/what-are-least-developed-countries-4
http://liberianconsulatega.com/wp-content/uploads/2017/07/PAPD-Pro-Poor-Agenda-forProsperity-and-Development.pdf#page=137&zoom=100,92,468
http://theperspective.org/2021/0816202101.php
https://www.un.org/en/ecosoc/ebola1/pdf/liberia_statement.pdf
https://liberia.un.org/en

Delegation from: the Portuguese Republic
Represented by: Rocky River High School
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
As the United Nations organ overseeing the world’s economic, social, and environmental development, the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) has been tasked with reducing the growing economic inequality
between the Global North and South, as well as supporting African nations emerging from conflict. Portugal is
dedicated to reducing poverty and promoting international stability. In addressing these important issues,
Portugal expresses its hope for international cooperation and shared responsibility between governmental and
nongovernmental bodies.
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

Portugal is greatly concerned by the increasing economic inequality between members of the Global North and
members of the Global South and supports the policies of current international resolutions regarding this
matter. As a nation striving to promote economic inequality domestically and internationally, Portugal is
invested in obtaining a more prosperous future for all nations, in addition to an increased global economic
presence of the Global South. Portugal emphasizes the need for cooperation between public and private actors,
as well as the mutual responsibility of nations of the Global North and nations of the Global South to take
action in reducing such economic disparities.
In 1980, a report titled “North-South: A Programme for Survival”, also known as the Brandt Report, written by
the Independent Commission on International Development identified the divide between the “Global North”
and Global South. This classification was based on the gross domestic product (GDP) per capita of each nation
and separated the regions by what became known as the Brandt Line. The Global North is composed primarily
of wealthier nations located in the Northern Hemisphere in addition to Australia and New Zealand, whereas the
Global South encompasses much of the tropics and the southern hemisphere. Former German Chancellor
William Brandt, the first chairman of the independent commission on international development issues and the
individual after whom the Brandt report and Brant line are named, suggested that this economic divide
occurred largely as a result of northern economies’ successful trade of manufactured goods generating more
national income than southern economies’ exportation of intermediate goods and natural resources. At this
time, it was also suggested by former Chancellor Brandt that this global inequality necessitated that a great
sum of resources be transferred from developed to developing nations.
Since the release of the Brandt report, the world has learned much about its evolving economic disparities.
While the terms “Global North” and “Global South” are still used to refer to wealthier and less wealthy nations
respectively, many members of the global North are located beneath the Brandt line. In the past several
decades, many members of the Global South have continued to industrialize and are now responsible for much
of the world’s manufactured goods. The international community has also stepped in to lessen this economic
divide, notably with the passage of the Millennium Development Goals demonstrating drastic efforts to
address global inequality.
However, in spite of the vast economic development of nations in the Global South Achieved by these efforts,
the economic disparity between the Global North and South has continued to grow. This economic disparity
results from and in some cases contributes to conflict within and between nations, variation in governmental
form, international trading policies, environmental policies, and different education levels. Furthermore, the
COVID-19 pandemic has compounded economic equality between and within nations across the globe.
To combat this inequality, the United Nations has adopted the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, and
its 17 Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs). Portugal played an active role in negotiating the 2030 agenda
and supports its policy. The Sustainable Development Goals are to be implemented at a national level by all
nations, including members of the Global North and South. In the interest of reducing the inequality between

the Global North and South, Portugal places special emphasis on goals 1, 4, 8, 14 and 15. By improving
education standards in each nation and limiting the damage done to the natural resources of each nation, all
countries should experience greater, more sustainable economic growth.
Portugal has begun its implementation of the 2030 agenda, particularly pursuing goals 4, 5, and 10 regarding
education and equality, as well as goals 13 and 14 focused on environmental protections. As a prominent
coastal nation in the Global North, Portugal has taken action on a national level to protect aquatic life and
promotes such action on an international level. It is important that the SDGs are implemented at a national
level so as to require action from each state in the Global North or Global South and adjust the 2030 agenda to
the priorities and circumstances of each nation. Portugal firmly holds that the solution to increasing economic
inequality is the individual action and mutual responsibility of nations in this matter.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

The Portuguese Republic believes that sustained peaceful relations are necessary for substantive economic,
social and environmental development in any region. In light of recent violent conflicts on the African
continent, Portugal supports international action to assist in the peaceful resolution of conflict between and
within nations, and to encourage regional development.
Much of the violent conflict present on the African continent today is incontrovertibly related to the legacy of
the transatlantic slave trade and European colonialism. Many nations in Africa are economically
underdeveloped and lacking in resources due such exploitation. This legacy has led to numerous violent
conflicts that still occur, largely on the basis of ethnic cleansing and revolution. Such egregious conflicts have
often occurred relatively unmitigated as a result of poorly handled decolonization. Many nations obtained their
independence through chaotic and violent uprisings and were never able to set up government systems strong
enough to resist such violence.
Involvement in violent conflicts is destructive to all aspects of a nation's development. The damage to those
involved and the lives lost in such wars is priceless. The disruption to production and trade, in addition to the
finances required to operate an armed military conflict is however deeply and lastingly damaging to a nation's
economy. Violent conflicts have tremendously damaging impacts on the health of citizens not directly
involved in the violence as well. The physical damage to infrastructure and prolonged abandonment of
educational priorities creates circumstances that limit a nation's ability to recover in the aftermath of violence.
Even conflicts occurring within a single nation have devastating impacts on entire regions, such as the
coalescence of Guinea’s, Liberia’s and Sierra Leone’s civil wars.
As a result of the widespread debating effects of violent conflicts on a national and international level, Portugal
believes that international involvement in such nations is necessary to achieve relative peace and efficient
development. Portugal believes that the global community must advance together to create a better future for
that planet. To that end, Portugal supports the development of all nations through resolutions such as the 2030
agenda.
Due to the particular challenges to sustainable development suffered by African nations emerging from recent
conflicts, Portugal supports efforts by the international community to lessen conflict and assist development.
The African Economic Commission (ECA) represents a critical structure to achieving economic and social
development in African countries emerging from conflicts. Portugal also believes in the work of ad-hoc
advisory groups created by the 2002/1 resolution to assist emerging nations. In the absence of conflict and with
the support and resources of the international community, Portugal hopes that formerly conflicted nations in
Africa will achieve substantial and sustainable development.

Delegation from: The Republic of Bolivia
Represented by: Anna Mayer
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The issue before the Economic and Social Council today is: The Republic of Bolivia is committed to
finding comprehensive and equitable solutions to the problems facing the modern world.
Topic 1: Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
The vast difference in wealth between the affluent Global North and the struggling Global South
is truly unacceptable in this day and age, but it still continues to grow more extreme. The terms “Global
North” and “Global South” were first invented to replace the outdated and often inaccurately utilized
“First World” and “Third World” categorization, as the latter set originally referred to nations’ positions
in the Cold War. Most Global South nations were colonized or otherwise exploited by the Global North,
which is the primary reason that the South lags behind. Through colonization, the raw materials of the
less developed world were extracted with typically forced or exploitative labor and used to enrich
Western colonial states while leaving the actual homelands of the resources in poverty. However, the end
of the colonization era has not reduced the dramatic gap; in fact, it’s actually expanding. Nations in the
Global North are still draining value out of the South by exploiting their lower wages and lower material
prices to manufacture products for Northern companies.For example, Western Europe’s per capita income
was three times larger than Africa’s in 1820, but by 2000 it was thirteen times larger. Personal wages,
along with standard of living in general, are also higher in the North. Between 2010 and 2019, annual
minimum wages in Europe grew by an average of 3.5%, but in Africa they grew by only 1.1% despite
already beginning at a lower level. While the West has tried to assist less developed countries in recent
years, the aid offered does not compensate for this economic appropriation and does not address the root
causes of the divide. The Global North and Global South are relatively new terms, but the financial divide
between them has been present for much too long.
The delegation of Bolivia is determined to close the gap between the North and South and it has
taken strong action to make the South more self-sufficient and resistant to exploitation. As part of the
Global South, Bolivia itself has been through colonization, foreign interference, and resource exploitation,
but the country has become one of the key faces of anti-neoimperialism in the last decade with the
election of Evo Morales and his MAS (Movement Toward Socialism) party. Bolivia nationalized its gas,
oil, and its lithium industry in order to take sovereignty over its own natural resources from foreign
companies. Bolivia has the largest lithium reserves in the world, but the people of the nation were not able
to benefit from them until nationalization. Bolivia’s belief that the Global South must become financially
self-reliant in order to catch up with the North is exemplified by the country’s rejection of Western aid, as
Bolivia has expelled USAID completely and has stopped making arrangements with the IMF. While these
bold left-leaning policies may seem too radical, the nation has actually witnessed massive and impactful
economic growth during the MAS era that has benefited all socioeconomic levels. The GDP of the
country increased by 80% from 2000 to 2014, poverty was cut from 66% to 35% from 2000 to 2018, and
the real minimum wage increased by a whopping 122% from 2000 to 2015. Bolivia has engaged in
international efforts to close the North-South divides, including the United Nations South-South

Cooperation conferences as well as smaller South-focused initiatives with like-minded leftist states.
Bolivia’s emphasis is still on financial sovereignty for the Global South, but the recent political crisis
followed by the election of more moderate MAS president Luis Arce has made the nation open to more
global collaboration than before. The delegation of Bolivia has taken an active role in closing the
economic divide between the global South and North both internationally and domestically, but it
understands that more work must be done.
Bolivia believes that the only real solution to the economic divide between the Global North and
Global South is increased financial sovereignty for the Global South and greater restrictions on
exploitative activity. The delegation encourages other non-Western states to nationalize their more
significant industries, particularly ones involving raw materials, so that their countries and populations
can benefit more directly from the sale of resources. Private foreign ownership of Global South industries
simply transfers more money away from struggling nations to wealthier ones. Furthermore, Bolivia
acknowledges that foreign aid cannot remedy the problems at the heart of the gap and only increases the
South’s dependence on the North. While aid can occasionally provide real benefits, money should not be
used to fuel agendas that infringe upon national sovereignty; instead, the nations receiving aid should
have a more direct role in where the aid is directed so that it is ensured it is actually helping the people
rather than any sort of political or corporate cause. Greater collaboration and partnership between the
states of the Global South is another useful way to ease the reliance of the South on the North. Of course,
any economic gains made by nations should help the entire national population rather than just the elite.
The drastic difference between the standard of living for the average Westerner and the average nonWesterner must be remedied, so increased social spending (when possible) and greater wealth distribution
are recommended so that all classes benefit from financial gains. The divide between the Global South
and Global North is far too extreme, but a better and more equal world is possible.
Topic 2: Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
African nations are full of growth and potential, but a history of civil and intracontinental wars in
the continent have left terrible damage. While the reasons that Africa has experienced more unrest in
recent times than other areas of the world are broad and too deeply complex to detail here, a primary
cause is that colonial rule of Africa only ended relatively recently. Borders and states put together without
regard for ethnic or religious differences, combined with a power vacuum left by the often disorganized
exit of the colonial power, made African states especially vulnerable to civil war. Conflict significantly
harms every aspect of a nation’s development, including infrastructure, economic progress, standard of
living, health, education, and trade. Wars also result in a loss of population that further harms social and
economic stability, whether the loss is from war deaths or displacement of refugees resulting from the
violence. For instance, in 2019 alone, Burkina Faso saw 750,000 people displaced due to conflict. Still,
recovery from conflict is very much possible with assistance and planning. The Rwandan genocide was
one of the continent’s bloodiest and most brutal conflicts ever, but with a strong government focused on
social spending and ethnic reconciliation the state has been able to reestablish stability and is now
emerging as one of Africa’s most promising states. The legally binding Kampala Convention, which is
formally known as the African Union Convention for the Protection and Assistance of Internally
Displaced Persons in Africa, protects the human rights of internally displaced persons in 25 African

nations and is a major step forward. Africa is marred by conflict, but the delegation of Bolivia believes
that recovery is in sight.
Bolivia supports African nations attempting to break the cycle of conflict and wants to participate
in international efforts to help them emerge and grow. As a member of the Non-Aligned Movement, the
United Nations, and the South-South Cooperation Conferences, Bolivia has worked closely with a variety
of African states and holds an embassy in Egypt. While the nation was not part of ECOSOC when the
landmark 2002/1 resolution on supporting African countries emerging from conflict was passed, it did
contribute peacekeeping troops to the United Nations Organization Stabilization Mission in the
Democratic Republic of Congo in years past and continues to supply experts to the mission. During a
period of armed conflict known as the Nord-Kivu campaign in the eastern D.R.C, Bolivia’s 130
peacekeeping troops were forced to relocate due to threats of violence against their base. While Bolivia
does not have the international outreach or financial resources available to supply a significant amount of
support, it still is highly interested in finding a path forward for the African states struggling with conflict
that helps them regain their sovereignty and stability.
Strategies for helping war-torn African states recover and succeed should focus on building selfsufficiency and establishing a path to permanent peace. In disputes between ethnic or religious groups, the
Rwandan reconciliation model has been proved effective. Rwandans used the traditional system of
restorative justice known as gacaca to collectively heal; Hutus who had hurt or killed Tutsis during the
genocide confessed their crimes to their communities and asked for forgiveness before being punished
with jail time. The government has even encouraged Tutsis and Hutus to live side by side in
“reconciliation villages'' where children of both ethnic groups attend school together. This is proof that
community outreach must be installed to improve relations between groups and cultural or religious
practices (such as gacaca) are a key component of connecting the reconciliation process to the actual
population of the nation. While aid is necessary for nations recovering from conflict, the aid should focus
primarily on rebuilding the country and providing health and education, and it should come directly from
the UN or other international organizations instead of specific nations. Foreign aid is appreciated and
charitable, but it can worsen instability if it is given with a political agenda in mind. The same policy is
true of peacemaking troops; UN peacekeepers are necessary in many situations, but limits should be
placed on independent foreign armies getting involved in the stabilization process to ensure that they do
not overstay their welcome or push their own interests in a way that could be detrimental to the
development of a self-sufficient African state. To alleviate the negative effects of displacement, the U.N.
should invest in improving the humanitarian conditions in refugee camps and helping displaced persons
return home when they wish to. If the United Nations can provide more informed and recovery-focused
assistance, African nations emerging from conflict will have a bright future ahead.
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Delegation from: The Ethiopian Republic
Represented by: Emma Lindway and Delaney Carter

Position Paper for the General Assembly
The issue before The General Assembly today is: The Ethiopian Republic is committed to resolving the
prevention of conflicts over water scarcity, and managing plastic waste disposal.

70% of the Earth is made up of water, so it is easy to believe that water will always be plentiful. However, the
water that we drink, use to water crops, and bathe in are all freshwater. Freshwater makes up 3% of the 70% of
water. Two-thirds of the freshwater is unable to be used because they are in frozen glaciers and otherwise
unavailable. Around 1.1 billion people lack access to freshwater. 2.7 billion people will find water limited for
at least one month per year. Water sanitation is also a major problem. Around 2.4 billion people are exposed to
waterborne illnesses such as typhoid fever, and 2 million people, mostly children, will die from the diseases.
Water sharing agreements have been made by the UN to try and limit any conflicts that break out, but only 43
countries have agreed to it.

Recent reports from Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC) laid out what is at stake if emissions
continue to rise and global temperatures rise about 1.5 degrees Celsius: 200 million more people will be
exposed to water scarcity and more severe droughts and floods. The nations that are least responsible for the
problem, such as developing countries, will have the worst impact. The WRI’s shows that the increasing
pressures on water resources are already contributing to conflict and therefore migration in many parts of the
world. The drought across the Fertile Crescent began in 2007, and it has been record-breaking. This caused
crop failures that pushed rural farming families into Syria’s cities. UN member countries had affirmed that
they need to tackle water risks in order to prevent crises, but questions still remained on how best to do so. The
Water, Peace, and Security Partnership (WPS) came up with a tool that will use water risk indicators like
drought severity and access to clean water and can predict which conflicts may arise in the next 12 months.
This would allow the UN and others in the development, diplomacy, and defense communities to alert
countries of coming crises and provide the support that is needed. In 2001, the UN Secretary-General stated
that “fierce competition for fresh water may well become a source of conflict and wars in the future.” 17 years
later the efforts to act on water issues are still being undercut by the complexity and inherently local nature.
The Ethiopian Republic believes that this problem needs to be solved immediately. Ethiopia suggests that all
branches of the UN system get involved with this crisis. The UN Security Council can provide a rallying cry
for preventive action, as well as calling upon the UN system for coordinated responses, including
strengthening the institutions that manage water in vulnerable countries. Ethiopia also suggests that the
Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) make a smaller council to focus directly on ending the water crisis
that causes conflict to break out. Ethiopia has made progress in improving resilience, but climate change and
weather have always been a struggle. The socioeconomic insecurity and the impacts of climate change are the
most pronounced in the water sector. Hard measures need to be taken such as improving the water storage and
the transportation. Soft measures also need to be taken like water trading, crisis response mechanisms, crop
insurance, and social safety nets will strengthen resilience and help combat water-related shocks and stresses

Plastic was created in the mid-19th century and took around 450 years to decompose. In 2015, the plastic
produced reached up to 407 million tonnes per annum, making it more produced than paper, fish, and
aluminum. The rise in production has caused a rise in greenhouse gasses and produces plastic pollution in the
natural environment if it is not handled properly. 6,300 million tonnes of plastic waste were generated
between 1950 and 2015. Only 9% was recycled, and 12% were incinerated and left nearly 80% to be placed in
landfills or the environment. Plastic is in all parts of the ocean, including private islands, deep seas, and the
poles. Once the plastic is in the ocean, marine wildlife is harmed by ingesting the plastic or getting entangled
in it. Plastic has a presence in seafood and leads to concerns about chemical bio-accumulation in the food
chain. Research shows that microplastic contamination in tap water and bottled water across several countries,
and has also been found in sea salt. 500,000,000,000 plastic bags are used each year, 13,000,000 tonnes of
plastic leak into the ocean each year, 17,000,000 barrels of oil are used for plastic production each year,
1,000,000 plastic bottles are bought every minute, 100,000 marine animals are killed by plastics each year,
90% of bottled water found to contain plastic particles, 83% of tap water found to contain plastic particles,
10% of human waste is plastic and 50% of consumer plastics are single-use.

By 2030, one hundred and seventy countries agreed to significantly reduce the amount of plastic used. Five
days passed and the UN Environment Assembly in Nairobi made a non-binding resolution over throwaway
items like plastic bags. In 2005, an initial proposal to phase out single-use plastics was opposed by several
nations, including the United States. The UN assembly president stated, “It’s hard to find one solution for all
member states. The environment is at a turning point. We don’t need verbose documents, we need concrete
commitments.” More than 4,700 delegates, including environment ministers, scientists, and business figures,
took part in the meeting. During the meeting, a series of other commitments were also signed, including ones
to reduce food wastage.

The delegation of Ethiopia has many ideas to manage plastic waste disposal. Ethiopia has taken the initiative
and came up with a plan to sort and incinerate all single-use plastic to then turn it into energy to be used. By
the end of 2020 over 40 tons of single-use plastic was sorted, recycled, then turned into energy to be used
again. If the fellow delegations can work together to implement more of these sorting locations and make these
a worldwide operation, it will not only be able to slowly change our environment but impact the world and
allow for a change. Major companies such as Nestle have invested and begun using this tactic resulting in over
35 tons of plastic being turned into energy. If more companies can take the initiative and begin changing their
ways for the better, the human population will be looking towards a brighter and greener future.

Works Cited
Adane, Zablon, et al. “3 Strategies for Water-Wise Development in Ethiopia.” World Resources Institute, 25
June 2021, www.wri.org/insights/strategies-water-risk-insecurity-ethiopia.

“UN Resolution Pledges to Plastic Reduction by 2030.” BBC News, BBC, 15 Mar. 2019,
www.bbc.com/news/science-environment-47592111.
Adane, Zablon, et al. “3 Strategies for Water-Wise Development in Ethiopia.” World Resources Institute, 25
June 2021, www.wri.org/insights/strategies-water-risk-insecurity-ethiopia.
Bapna, Manish, et al. “UN Security Council Examines the Connection Between Water Risk and Political
Conflict.” World Resources Institute, 5 Nov. 2018, www.wri.org/insights/un-security-councilexamines-connection-between-water-risk-and-political-conflict.
“Improving Plastics Management.” OECD Environment Policy Papers, 2018, doi:10.1787/c5f7c448-en.
“How Water Shortages Are Brewing Wars.” BBC Future, BBC, www.bbc.com/future/article/20210816-howwater-shortages-are-brewing-wars.
“Water Scarcity.” WWF, World Wildlife Fund, www.worldwildlife.org/threats/water-scarcity.

Delegation from: Austria
Represented by: Avon Lake High School

Position paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC)

The issues facing the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) today are: Reducing the
Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South and Supporting African Countries
Emerging from Conflict. The Delegation of Austria is committed to international cooperation to
extinguish the economic and social issues threatening many of the other nations.

I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

The Delegation of Austria is strongly in favor of bringing all countries to the same levels of wealth and
closing the gap between the Global North and Global South. All the way back from the Cold War era,
countries were categorized as “East” and” West”, with the Soviet Union and China being East and the
United States and its allies being the West. The rest of the countries became known as the “Third World”,
and as time moved forward, these countries shared experiences that have resulted in widespread poverty,
furthering the gap between the Global North and Global South. The terms Global North and Global South
came from the “Brandt Report”, an infamous report that helped to inform about the substantial differences
between the economic development in the East and West while drawing a line to highlight the great
disparity in the standard of living between countries above a 30 degree north latitude line. Brandt
suggested the divide was due to the Global North’s trade of manufactured goods versus the Global
South’s trade of intermediate goods for low export incomes. This report, receiving much attention during
the Cold War, was only utilized in creating efforts after the end of the Cold War. In 2000, the United
Nations published their Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which saw the agreement “by all the
world’s countries and all the world’s leading development institutions” to meet the needs of the world’s

poorest. This included different goals like: eradicating extreme poverty and hunger to promising
environmental sustainability, and were set to be achieved by 2015, and unfortunately were not met. In
1980, the South-South Cooperation (SSC) was created to pursue the long term goal of economic changes
that “mutually benefit countries in the Global South and lead to greater solidarity among the
disadvantaged in the world system”. While this unit was born out of pursuing that goal, one of the main
goals of Southern leaders is to challenge the Global North politically and economically. Over the last
couple decades the SSC has gained political and economic power due to “large migrations of
manufacturing and production activity to nations such as Mexico and China”.

Austria realizes the good that closing the gap between the Global North and Global South would bring.
As Austria itself is in the thirteen place for GDP per capita, it has, in more recent years, experienced a
growing divide between the distribution of wealth and property between its upper and lower classes. The
Delegation of Austria has always admired the actions and achievements of the SSC, in their goals of
closing the ever-widening gap of inequality. Austria also realizes the importance of the “leave no one
behind” stance, pledging to its part in making moves for sustainability, not only in its own divide, but also
for those countries coming out of the “third world”. Countries like China have risen economically due to
the efforts, but there still lingers the fact that 71% of the world’s population live in countries where the
inequality has grown.

As previously demonstrated, Austria sees how the growing economic divide between the Global North
and Global South is being fought and how important the Global South rises from their levels of poverty.
Austria, as for now, would like to see more talks and the continuations of MDGs and the SSC. In a more
broader approach, Austria believes it should play a stronger part in closing the gap. This would include
supporting countries in the Global South through sending resources to help in progressing their trade and
participating more in their economies to raise levels of capital inflow through foriegn investment.

II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

The Delegation of Austria is strongly in favor of supporting countries coming out of conflict and takes
great aim at assisting those affected by the conflicts and figuring out peaceful ways to negate their impact.
Colonialism has played a big part in the current underdevelopment and regional violence of African
countries, as the decolonization processes created conditions ideal for conflict. Conflict that leaves lost
trading deals, refugee crises, and the further the application of violence not just within a country’s borders
but over them. Just in the last three decades, the civil war in Sierra Leone has come to exemplify the
disruption that conflict can bring to the region. Fighting between Sierra Leone’s government and groups
of rebels quickly turned into a military coup that escalated the fighting. The effects of the war had forced
people to relocate, had destroyed critical economical opportunities for those in the region, and demolished
the local infrastructure. That infrastructure being damaged led to an extremely slowed rate in the
country’s recovery. Sierra Leone has been on track in its recovery but the total damage of events like the
civil war, has caused long term corruption and unemployment to take hold in the country. Luckily though,
African heads of state have met to help coordinate in repairing and supporting each other after conflicts.
Along with that conference, The African Union, “a regional organization focused on improving
intracontinental collaboration, is also working to implement policies focused specifically on African
economic development, such as the African Continental Free Trade Area (ACFTA) and the African
Economic Forum (Platform) (AEP)”.

Austria has recognized the damage that conflicts like that of the Sierra Leone civil war has brought to the
region, not only in terms of people hurt and killed, but also of that to the economic and infrastrutture
facets of the area. The problems extending from conflict of this scale has lead to the UN General
Assembly responding with the creation of advisory groups on African countries emerging from conflict.
Further resolutions have led to the integration of relief and development in these countries through the
establishment of on-the-ground missions and consultations with key members of governments, major

socio-economic interlocutors, and representatives from UN agencies. These actions were and are
supported by Austria.

Austria sees that greatly advising and granting support through the use of groups, either deployed or
created within the region, leads to success in stopping and recovering from conflicts. Therefore, Austria
desires to see the fulfillment of goals within those groups and funding given to these groups in order to
provide support to the region. Austria also would like to work with some of these groups in creating more
ways to help both financially support those affected by conflicts of the future and refugees. Along with all
of those, the prevention of these conflicts in the first place is what should be wanted by all members of
the UN in the first place. A deeper understanding and more peacemaking solutions should be openly
implemented ahead of time in order to more effectively stop these conflicts.

Delegation from: Switzerland
Represented by: Rocky River High School
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The issues before the Economic and Social Council are: Reducing the Growing Economic
Inequality Between the Global North and South; and Supporting African Countries Emerging
from Conflict. Switzerland is devoted to the economic care of all people and hopes to work
towards further cooperation between nations in order to address these issues.
I. Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South.
Switzerland believes that reducing the growing economic inequality between the global north
and south is vital in addressing the absolute poverty in which millions of global citizens live. As
a nation with a high-income economy Switzerland is devoted to reducing the economic
inequality between the global north and south. Switzerland has donated funds to multiple
organizations in order to fight economic inequality and sets an example for other nations to
follow.
Switzerland recognizes the importance of addressing the global economic inequality issue, as of
2018 the 26 wealthiest people globally held as much wealth as the 3.8 billion poorest people
globally. While economic inequality between countries has improved in recent years, there is
still a substantial economic gap between countries around the world. This gap in economic
inequality affects global citizens on a personal level, citizens living in poverty have less access to
health care and education. Switzerland has supported UNCTAD's e-commerce and digital
economy programme as well as the UNDP in their efforts to address global inequality.
While global economic inequality between nations has decreased Switzerland recognizes that the
current inequality that exists is largely due to income inequality differences between countries.
This inequality in countries is especially prevalent between urban and rural areas. Switzerland
gives priority to addressing nations economic issues on multiple levels and working closely with
these nations governing bodies to ensure that the monetary assistance given produces results.
This could be achieved through the use of a sub-committee that focuses on multiple aspects that
reduce income inequality and works closely with governing bodies to respect their sovereign
rights.
II. Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
Switzerland recognizes the devastation that conflict has on a nation. Conflict, especially civil
wars take a great toll on all aspects of a country, including public infrastructure which directly
affects the nation's population. A nation’s population can suffer from a lack of medical and
educational services. Conflicts also negatively impact foreign investors of a country which could
cause these investors to pull financial support.
Conflicts greatly impact their nations not only via infrastructure and human resources but also
economically. Conflicts such as civil war have major negative implications on a country's GDP

and trade. These negative economic impacts do not only affect the nation in which they
originate, they also impact multiple countries and spread on a global level. Civil wars can also
cause a huge economic impact via displaced persons as a result of the war. It is imperative to
assist these nations emerging from conflict as well as their citizens.
Switzerland has in the past set a precedent in giving economic assistance towards international
aid, especially for displaced persons. A precedent which Switzerland hopes other nations will
follow. In addition, it is imperative that nations work cooperatively to address the human rights
violations as well as the economic struggles that come after conflict. A multilateral approach that
works on prioritizing human rights as well as peace is one that Switzerland pushes for.
Moreover, for lasting efforts multiple nations must work together cooperatively with a nation's
governing body to ensure that all economic assistance is helping the country move forward.
These ideas could be achieved via a sub-committee in which multiple nations work together to
help African countries address the implications of a conflict on multiple levels and the global
impact of said conflict.

Delegation from: Argentina
Represented by: Rocky River High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
The issues brought before the United Nations Economic and Social Council (ECOSOC) are: I. Reducing
the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South and II. Supporting African
Countries Emerging from Conflict. Argentina advocates for sustainable, prospective solutions to both.
1. Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
The current global economic situation is characterized by the emergence of two general classifications of
nations: the Global North—defined as those with Western world market economies that primarily export
manufactured goods—and the Global South—lower-income, less-developed countries (LDCs) that focus
on the export of raw materials. While 75% of nations, including much of Southern Asia, Africa, the
Caribbean, and Latin America, are classified as Global South, only 20% of global income is generated from
these nations; this gap can be traced back to colonialism and the political, social, and economic instability
ensuing as a result of foreign imposition on natural national development as well as industrialization and
economic diversification.
Argentina has observed this gap on a national scale. While the country has one of the largest Latin American
economies as well as potential in the manufacturing and technology industries, from 2017 to the present,
the poverty rate of Argentina has dropped just under 15%, to a rate of 40.6%. For children, the number
living in poverty is 56.3%. These rates correlate with a reduction in GDP of over $250 billion (USD) and
are marked by a widespread lack of food and job security and healthcare.
Much of this issue can be attributed to overall economic instability. In attempts to reform from the previous
administration’s heavy anti-market policies and currency restrictions, Argentina has decreased government
economic controls--but this has worked poorly with the recession experienced in 2016 and a drought in
2018 that paralyzed agricultural exports in Argentina. Continued attempts at the national level to prevent
or regulate economic crises have exposed the delicate relationship between interest, inflation, and deficit;
the shifting of one, though meant to improve current economic conditions, often results in one or both others
changing for the worse. At the present moment, the Argentinian government has a very high inflation rate,
a large amount of fiscal deficit, and high interest rates. Loans meant to revitalize the economy have only
proven to worsen the state of it, making it clear that international effort--beyond simply money--to address
problems experienced by many nations, including Argentina, are needed.
In an effort to achieve the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), Argentina, a member
of the Global South, promotes a widespread approach to the problem: solutions that focus not only on the
lowest-income countries, but that aim to lift the impoverished out of poverty in middle- and high-income
countries as well. Argentina also supports altering the way poverty is observed by outside donors; as it
targets certain demographics and occupations much more than others, attempts to reduce poverty should
take this into account. The establishment of sustainable systems rather than just mitigation of the issue at
hand--especially in the healthcare sector--are also necessary to ensure that a nation can independently

achieve stability. On the whole, Argentina advocates for the job training of impoverished individuals to
bolster entire industries and provide a foundation for future security. Similarly, investment in low-income
sustainable housing as a response to increasing rates of urbanization will assist in raising the standard of
living for those in poverty and the alleviation of economic inefficiencies and the effects of climate change.
II. Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
As a whole, civil war and conflict results in widespread displacement, disappearance of many government
welfare and infrastructure programs, and the elimination of economic coherency. As estimated by the UN,
six African countries persist as centers of conflict: the Central African Republic, the Democratic Republic
of the Congo, Libya, Nigeria, Somalia, and South Sudan. Many others have recently reached a state of
peace--or at least a lack of violence. Still, in the absence of conflict, these emerging nations have come to
face the ruins of governmental systems, amplified often by a weakened administration. Industries are
derailed by a labor force in disarray, and the standard of living is alarmingly low.
Argentina considers this situation to be an international crisis; while it may mainly directly impact African
nations, much of this conflict is a result of colonization and the political instability generated as a result of
decades or centuries of forced governmental dependency on an outside nation.
Africa is also one of the fastest urbanizing regions in the world and will likely come to the forefront of the
world economic stage--as competitive, independent nations. It is crucial that countries emerging from
conflict are assisted in a way that allows the establishment of crucial economic foundations to inhibit future
instability and reimmersion into conflict.
Argentina supports the investment in low-cost, sustainable housing to both promote sustainable
urbanization--therefore economic development--and address displacement. This goes hand in hand with the
development of public transportation systems. Acknowledging that simply providing the means to urbanize
is not necessarily solution for millions of people suffering from lack of personal security and often plunged
into poverty, Argentina advocates for the focus on establishing education and occupational training systems
within emerging countries, as well as an international loan system to provide temporarily-subsidized
housing and other needs to those attempting to reestablish themselves in a post-conflict life. After acquiring
job security, under encouragement and possibly supervision from UNESCO, these individuals could be set
up with loan repayment plans that align with their economic means.
In further response to displacement, Argentina looks to technology to connect displaced people. For those
who were forced to evacuate quickly and may not have the resources to find their way back to their families
and/or communities, a digital database should be developed to acquire accurate data on the situation. This
could then be utilized to both determine the most effective and appropriate approaches to countering
displacement and also reconnect families so that they are able to return to their home country if they with
to.
Overall, Argentina promotes an economic approach to support African nations emerging from conflict.

Delegation from: the Commonwealth of Australia
Represented by Solon High School
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The issues to be addressed before the Economic and Social Council are: Reducing the Growing
Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South and Supporting African Countries
Emerging from Conflict. Australia is committed to providing struggling foreign countries with aid,
and to share its wealth and resources with the rest of the world.
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

The Commonwealth of Australia is dedicated to helping other countries achieve economic stability
and prosperity. As a country that is situated in the southern hemisphere, but not included in the
group of countries known as the “Global South,” Australia is a state that is extremely capable of
helping these other countries. In the past year, Australia has given 20.2 million dollars to Southeast
Asian countries to stimulate economic recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic. Therefore,
Australia is capable and willing to provide economic aid to countries who need it, to reduce and
even erase any economic equality between the Global North and South.
Recognizing the importance of improving the living conditions of developing countries, Australia
has established their Partnerships for Recovery plan, which helps developing countries establish
stability in their state, and recently, helped the countries recover from the damage caused by
COVID-19. In addition to it’s $4 billion Official Development Assistance program, Australia has
allocated an additional $1 billion over four years, in specific, targeted measures. However, the
Australian delegation would like to express the fact that it cannot solve global problems on its
own. That's why it completely supported the 2015 MIllennium Goals, and will continue to support
the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals.
The Commonwealth of Australia has continuously supported actions taken to help developing
countries, and has a few ideas of its own that could be implemented in the United Nations.
Australia proposes that Global North countries with strong manufacturing capabilities and strong
economies like the United States and Germany, lend resources and technology to these Global
South countries to develop their own specialized economy, rather than relying on Northern
countries to consistently provide aid. Australia would also like to bring attention to New Zealand
and its aid program, as they take a very smart approach. They understand that developing countries
lead their own development, and that the country providing the aid should align with their goal,
instead of trying to do something different. Furthermore, this will all require funds, and Australia
is willing to provide a sufficient sum of money, and encourages other countries from the Global
North to contribute. All these funds going around will also need someone to watch what is being

done with them, which is why the Commonwealth of Australia proposes the idea of an
international, neutral committee, to control where the funds go, and how much are needed, with
an equal number of countries from the Global North and South to provide equal representation.
Australia firmly believes that countries in the Global South can be better provided for, and aims to
help as much as it can
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

The Commonwealth of Australia believes that it is vital to support African countries emerging
from conflict, as they have struggled through so much on their own and deserve help. An avid
supporter of several fragile states in Africa, Australia believes that it, and all other countries who
are capable should do as much as they can to help these countries.
As of right now, Australia is doing many things to help these countries. For example, in 2007, the
state provided Kenya with 5.8 million dollars to assist refugees escaping conflict. Australia has
also given a total of 55.6 million dollars to Sudan in aid against conflict. However, it fears that this
help is not enough. As a report by the United Nations Children Fund says, states in West and
Central Africa have the highest number of child soldiers. These young people are forced and
manipulated into conflicting forces, used as tools of war. Children in the world have many rights,
and these children are not receiving them. Australia believes that the whole world needs to act
now.
Australia proposes several solutions. First of all, these countries desperately need funding, not just
for food and other resources, but also for educational reforms, so Australia calls upon other large
countries with funds to spare to pitch in. If we can educate these countries and their youth, we can
not only stop the ongoing conflicts, but also prevent future ones. Another solution is to intervene
militarily, although it is rather radical and not in the power of the United Nations, and would have
to be conducted by individual countries by themselves. Overall, it is important that we figure out
what can further be done to help these countries, and Australia looks forward to working with other
countries on this issue.

Delegation from: Republic of Indonesia
Represented By: Beachwood High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
The issues to be deliberated before the United Nations Economic and Social Council include Reducing
the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South and Supporting African
Countries Emerging from Conflict. The Republic of Indonesia is eager to collaborate with other nations
on these important topics, and is furthermore committed to creating lasting solutions to the issues
currently facing this Committee.
I: Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
The world today is still feeling the effects of the colonial era. Nations formerly oppressed under
colonial rule continue to suffer from the exploitation they experienced. The Global South is based only
loosely on geographic terms, rather mainly on socio-economic terms, and is used broadly to describe
most former colonial nations and other poorer nations. Inversely, Global North is used to describe more
rich, developed nations that tend to be further north. Nations of the Global South continue to be
economically and developmentally behind their Northern Counterparts. The Global North today
accounts for only 25% of the world’s population, yet they control 80% of the world’s income. Citizens
of nations in the Global South are disproportionately employed in low income jobs, such as agriculture,
manufacturing, and resource extraction. Before widespread colonization of Africa began, in 1820,
Africa’s GDP per capita was one third of Europe’s. Today, that figure is one sixteenth. Despite many
advancements in recent years, the nations of the Global South continue to remain far poorer and less
developed than their Northern counterparts, and it is imperative to take action to address and combat
this phenomenon.
As a nation traditionally considered to be a part of the Global South, the Republic of Indonesia is well
aware of the immense inequalities facing our fellow nations of the Global South, as well as our
economic disadvantages facing us compared to the North. As such, Indonesia has consistently worked
to bridge this economic gap since the birth of our nation, both in our own nation and through
international collaboration. In 1955, Indonesia helped organize and hosted the Afro-Asian Conference
in Bandung. The Bandung Conference was the first major meeting of nations of the Global South to
spur further cooperation amongst themselves for their common benefit. Indonesia was also a founding
member of the Non-Aligned Movement in 1961, which in addition to serving as a neutral option in the
Cold War, also served as an avenue for closer cooperation amongst the member nations, which
included most nations of the Global South. Indonesia has remained active in the Non-Aligned
Movement, hosting the 10th NAM movement in 1992. More recently, Indonesia has continued to
remain dedicated to regional and international cooperation. Indonesia was a founding member of
ASEAN, an alliance of Southeast Asian nations that was created in 1967. More Recently, ASEAN has
begun even closer cooperation, and Indonesia has worked with other ASEAN members to further the
region's prosperity and stability. Indonesia has also worked internally to improve the economic
situation of its citizens. Since 1999, Indonesia has cut it’s poverty rate in half. Indonesia has also been
expanding its economy rapidly, routinely having above 5% GDP growth since 1968. The Indonesian
government continues to plan extensively for economic growth, currently following a 20 year
development plan started in 2005, split into 5-year sub-plans with different focuses.
The delegation of Indonesia stresses the extreme importance of addressing this issue of global
economic inequality between the Global North and Global South. Despite the best efforts of Global

South nations, this economic inequality continues to persist. This issue originated because of the
plunder of colonized nations by many of the nations of the Global North, and their continuing
willingness to take advantage of developing nations. Indonesia believes that continued cooperation
among the nations of the Global South is vital to bridging the economic gap, but also stresses that the
Nations of the Global North have an obligation to aid the Global South. Further development of both
these ideas would go a long way to lowering the economic inequality among nations currently plaguing
our world.
II: Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
The latter half of the twentieth century saw the emergence of African countries as independent
nationstates after decades of colonial rule from various European powers. Despite the long period of
time since then, many African nations today continue to struggle. The lines drawn by colonial powers
divided ethnic groups into different nations and grouped historical enemies into single nations.
Additionally, the colonial focus on resource extraction left most African nations devoid of natural
resources as well as devoid of infrastructure. These conditions have caused long term difficulties for
African nations as they struggle with poverty, lack of infrastructure, separatism, and most notably,
large scale conflict like civil wars. Currently, Africa is home to at least 7 ongoing civil wars, and many
more have occured in the past, all of which devastated their nations not only during the war but even
after. Angola is still feeling the effects of their civil war, which lasted until 2002. The destructive effect
of the war on infrastructure has caused Angola’s importing process to be inefficient, making simple
products often prohibitively expensive. Civil Wars across Africa, such as in Liberia and Mali, have
spread to neighboring states, causing negative effects for the whole region. Even after the war ends,
the destruction caused by it often leads to a long period of devastation for the nation in which they
struggle to rebuild.
The Government of Indonesia recognizes the importance of assisting our fellow nations on the African
continent to bring prosperity to their nations and their people, and has taken steps to cooperate further
with African nations. Indonesia has a long history of supporting South-South cooperation between
nations of the Global South, including most of Africa. In recent years, Indonesia has worked to build
stronger trade ties with African nations for mutual benefit. The Indonesian Government has worked
with the Governments of Nigeria, Morocco, and Somalia, among other nations, to remove trade barriers
between nations to increase trade. In 2017, trade between Africa and Indonesia amounted to $8 billion
dollars, a figure Indonesia is hoping to raise in the coming years. Indonesia also hosted the Indonesia
Africa forum in 2019, where over 500 delegates from Indonesia and over 50 African nations met to
discuss economic cooperation and trade ties.
The Government of Indonesia emphasizes the importance of this issue. Colonization has caused
widespread struggles for many nations, and the lingering divide between previously colonized nations
and their colonizers is an immense problem that must be addressed. African Nations today face massive
struggle in stabilizing their nations, an issue that is only compounded by the difficulty in attempting to
rebuild from civil war. All nations have the potential to be great and prosperous, but they cannot do
that without aid. The delegation of Indonesia recognizes the importance of cooperation with other
nations of the Global South, but also stresses that western nations, who are comparatively richer, must
do their part to assist struggling nations.

Delegation from: The Islamic Republic of Iran
Represented by: Mentor High School
Committee: The Economic and Social Council

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
During the 1980s, the Brandt Line was drawn up to economically split global North and
South. The Islamic Republic of Iran was placed on the Northern side of this line, and has
maintained a top 30 economy since then, with them being placed twenty-first in 2021. Since the
1980s, Iran has been moved below this line, and now resides in the Southern Globally. Some
powerhouses of the Southern Economy are nations like China, India, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia, and
IRan. The problem is that the majority of the nations in the Southern Economy are still
developing nations, dominantly second and third world countries. On the other hand, the North
does contain less nations but much more developed nations like the United States, Great Britain,
Germany, and France. The majority of these nations have had one form or another of centralized
government for around 100 years. The Islamic Republic of Iran doesn’t have much regard for the
development of these second and third world nations, but would be happy to incorporate these
nations into its own body, or make a very close national relationship.
Iran is one of the most disliked countries in the world, being voted “Most Hated Country”
for three years ina row in 2016, 2017, and 2018, and Iran has very few allies. The majority of
Iran's allies are in the south globally, and the majority of these allies can be found in the Middle
East and Western Asia. Iran has had problems in the past with powerhouse economy nations
from the global North, especially the United States. The United States of America and Iran
haven't had diplomatic relations since April 7th, 1980, when the Iranian government took control
of the American embassy. Iran’s economy is on the decline in recent years, but is unlikely to
seek economic aid. The majority of Iranian economic problems come from the tariffs placed on
the nation by the United Nations Security Council, and these tariffs have been weighing down
the Iranian economy ever since.
The delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran has decided the best solution would be to
support some nations with economic growth, but believes there needs to be more prior steps for
this solution to succeed. Sanctions and Tariffs should be removed from the nations volunteering
to help these struggling nations economies. If these actions would be included in the clauses to a
solution, Iran would fully support nations Globally South that have struggling economies.

Topic B: Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

Within the past century or so, African nations have been emerging from colonialism. The
Cold War didn’t put much hindrance on emerging African nations, but it did stall out the world
economy which was troublesome for some nations that relied on global trade to support
themselves. With the new presidency of Ebrahim Raisi, he has declared that Iran will continue to
defy Security Council drives to sanction Iran for defending itself and its territory. Furthermore
Raisi stated that he wished to forge new relations with African nations who could pose potential
for economic forute, especially nations with rich resources on the Western coast of the continent.
With all of these factors in mind, Iran isin full support of aiding emerging African nations.

Just within the past 20 years, we've seen some of the brutalist fighting in Africa, like the
Tigray Was which has claimed the lives of over 10,000 Eritrean, Ethiopian,and Sudanese deaths,
along with more minor conflicts like the Central African Republic Civil War or South Sudan
fighting for its independence. All of these wars have cost these developing African nations
resources, people, and time, all of which these nations can't waste on avoidable conflicts. There
needs to be support systems for these struggling nations, without the intervention of other global
powers like the United States, as they are known for intervening in conflicts that aren't their
business. The independence of these African nations must be protected, or they face more
conflict. The people of these nations simply wish to live within their own standard, to have a
government they can call their own and one they've put in power, not a foreign government
setting up a regional puppet government that obliges every time something is demanded of it.
The Islamic Republic of Iran believes the best solution would be to contact the African
Union and find what these struggling nations need from their neighbor nations primarily, and
only foign aid if absolutely required. This foreign aid would be as limited as possible, as these
nations should develop on their own standards, unless they give permission to donating nations
for them to intervene. Any wars that start during this process can take two courses of action. The
first action would be to let the war play out, as it can be eventually beneficial if weaker nations
are absorbed into more stable nations. The second option would be to encourage diplomatic
solutions, have it be through peace talks through the African League, or between nations
privately. Within all of this, it is crucial that forign nations stay out of total war in Africa, as it is
not a stronger nation's place to crush a weaker nation just because a different weaker nation asks.
The independence of nations should be celebrated, and the strongest nations will reveal
themselves in time.

Delegation: The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia
Represented by: Avon Lake High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
The issues before the United Nations Economic and Social Council committee are:
Ending global unemployment and the reoccurring intellectual property theft between countries.
The Delegation of Saudi Arabia is prepared to address and tackle these pressing issues with other
United Nation Delegations and conclude to a resolution.
I.

Ending Global Unemployment

The issue of global unemployment is a critical issue that needs to be addressed. In order to
conclude on a resolution, members of the United Nation need to work together on this issue, and
act as urgently as possible. The Delegation of Saudi Arabia strongly suggests the creation of more
jobs, such as private-sector employment. By creating more jobs, we would see a boom in the
economy, increase in employment rates, and we would also find many families moving away from
poverty and into economic prosperity.
Saudi Arabia is no exception to the global unemployment rate. Saudi Arabia currently has
an unemployment rate of 11.3% as compared to other nations, that rate is in the lower category.
During our nation's highest unemployment, we implemented provisions of long-term interest-free
loans and support services and facilities. This increased our nation's competitiveness in commerce
and increased our economic commercial sector.
Besides creating new opportunities, The Delegation of Saudi Arabia strongly encourages
nations with high unemployment rates to also implement similar interest-free loans and support
services and facilities funded by the government. Interest-free loans allow small businesses to start
and rise, which would create more jobs among those small businesses, which conveys a substantial
boost to the economy. Nations who decide to put interest-free loans in place, will see a dramatic
increase in employment rates and a decrease in unemployment rates, all improving their economy.
II. Intellectual Property Theft
The Delegation of Saudi Arabia, along with many other membering nations of the United
Nations believe that Intellectual Property Theft is a serious ongoing issue in nations across the
globe that needs more attention. Businesses and individuals who have the creativity to engineer a
piece of intellectual property are being brutally harmed by nations not having the sufficient law
and order, and security in place to protect the theft of intellectual property. The Delegation of Saudi
Arabia is committed to protecting intellectual property as quickly as possible to not only decrease
the theft rates in our own nation, but other nations as well.
Saudi Arabia is not the best country to be speaking about Intellectual Property Theft issues,
as our country does not have that many issues concerning it. However other countries do, and its
an ongoing issue that needs to be addressed and taken care of. In Saudi Arabia, Intellectual
Property laws fall in the public service section of the federal government, and anyone who is a

citizen of Saudi Arabia can apply for a patent at any time needed. Saudi Arabia wishes to see future
progress in successfully lowering the theft rates among Intellectual Property throughout the globe.
In order to achieve peace among nations Intellectual Property, the Delegation of Saudi
Arabia proposes our system of a “One-Stop Shop” to nations around the world. This system works
quite well, and allows local innovations and monopolizing innovations to get patents quickly and
securely. We have seen tremendous progress in new innovations and decreasing rates among our
nation's intellectual property. To sum it all up, nations need to decide and agree on a successful
and working system that improves security among important and fragile property.

Delegation from: Ukraine
Represented by: Beachwood High School

Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
The two issues presented before the United Nations Economic and Social Council: Reducing the Growing Economic
Inequality Between the Global North and South & Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict. Ukraine is
open to collaboration with all nations and hopes to play an important role in addressing these prevalent issues in the
world.
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

Over the past century, the stark contrast of socio-economic development in the Global North and Global South has
exposed an increasing economic divide that has only been exacerbated by the exponential growth of developed
countries and the dwindling prosperity of developing nations. This divide was first made explicit in a comprehensive
economic report written in 1980 titled “North-South: A Programme for Survival,” authored by the Independent
Commission on International Development Issues, and is often referred to as the Brandt Report. This publication was
crucial to drawing global attention to the emerging differences in economic development between distinctive sectors
of our world, which account for the disparity in living standards and finances of millions of individuals, depending on
their geographic region of inhabitance. The World Bank classified this division by grouping the market economies of
the Western world in the Global North and the less developed countries in Asia, Africa, the Caribbean, and Latin
America in the Global South. However, today, these distinctions have many exceptions because, due to the rise in
globalization, almost all but 60 nations have caught up to countries of the Global North in areas of income, economic
diversification, and bargaining power in the world market. Despite the numerous efforts to reduce extreme poverty, a
substantial gap between the affluent and impoverished persists. Thus, Ukraine urges this global body to create
efficacious negotiations through assiduous global collaboration that provide for immediate material needs in addition
to creating the framework of long-term policy intervention. While North-South dialogue, centered around trade and
tariff, international finance, and governance, was active during the 1970s, since then, it has been relatively enervated.
Ukraine believes that the reinvigoration of such global efforts can mitigate the inequality crisis in order to protect
social cohesion and ensure the security and sustainability of collective economic growth.
The first substantive global commitment to promote social and economic welfare was the adoption of the ‘UN
Millennium Declaration’ in 2000 by 189 nations, including Ukraine. This commitment encompassed reducing poverty,
ensuring access to education, promoting gender equality, reducing child mortality, improving maternal health, curbing
the spread of prevalent transmissible diseases, and ensuring environmental sustainability. This initiative set an
international precedent emphasizing the importance of united efforts to uplift the world. Furthermore, the delegation
recognizes that gender divides, digital disparities, educational gaps, and a myriad of such inequalities all accumulate
to the detriment of our economic unsustainability. Accordingly, Ukraine has been involved in PISA (OECD’s
Programme for International Student Assessment) and undertook the responsibility of creating social reform in areas
of education, infrastructure, technological advancements, and the environment to prepare a more equitable next
generation. After achieving significant progress regarding these goals, countries adopted Sustainable Development
Goals (SDGs) in 2015, which have become the tenet of the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development. Ukraine is
taking various steps to achieve these goals and has already shown promising progress in meeting 15 of the 17 goals
along with accomplishing a 15.1% poverty reduction between 2015-2018. In order to address the root causes specific
to the economic inequality crisis, the global body must find solutions to equalize trade by equitably distributing goods.
While much of the North specializes in the production of skill-intensive goods and secondary sector exports, the South
is predominantly dependent on the extraction and production of raw materials, often from natural resources. Because
of these significant differences, the North accounts for ⅘ of the world’s income and 90% of all industries while only
containing ¼ of the world’s population. Contrarily, the South contains ¾ of the world’s population but only contributes
to ⅕ of the world’s income. These mind-blowing statistics are completely unacceptable in a fair and equal society
with an egalitarian economic system. Furthermore, the Global South’s legitimate concerns over unfair trading terms
that benefit the North at the expense of the South’s natural resources is an issue that needs to be addressed with global
cooperation. Ukraine looks forward to amalgamating resolution approaches that create a long-term plan structured
around transparent multilateral enforcement, especially with the G20 nations.

The delegation hopes that this committee can arrive at a global consensus on explicit objectives and an outline of the
resources needed to achieve them. In order to tackle these issues, Ukraine urges the need to improve data collection
and analysis on the state of income distributions and poverty reduction to prevent making uninformed policy decisions.
Moreover, after experiencing the failures of redistribution, distortions, and stagnation policy, as a globe, we must shift
our focus toward sustainable pro-growth efforts through means of education, trade, and communications. However,
rather than resulting in indifference to extreme poverty, this shift should focus on implementing a separate set of
policies aimed at the cause. Lastly, to steer away from international monopolies of large corporations, improved
opportunities for employment and small-business start-ups are essential. Overall, Ukraine is hopeful for preparing a
global economic system that can stand the test of time.
II. Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
In the recent past and current present, Africa has been physically and economically devastated due to ravaging civil
wars. These wars have not only wreaked havoc on the resources, infrastructure, and standard of living of numerous
nations but have also caused a significant loss of trust in government. Preventing this infectious plague of violence
from spreading is of utmost priority because time and time again civil wars have demolished neighboring countries if
not pulled them into conflict. Neighboring countries experience a wide array of detriments, including a decline in
trading opportunities, a massive influx of refugees, and violence on borders, which poses an imminent threat to internal
stability. These present-day conflicts stem from a conflict-filled history. The Atlantic Slave Trade’s historic legacy
set the stage for economic underdevelopment and hindered the fabrication of strong national identities throughout the
continent. Furthermore, colonialism, predominantly by western nations, established a foundation for regional violence,
which was only worsened by abrupt and poorly managed decolonization. Today, the continent faces the tangible
enduring impacts of this history through its $300 billion debt accounting for conflict occurring during 1995-2005, and
the rebuilding costs continue to amass.
Reconciliation efforts were first internationally initiated through the United Nations Economic Commission for Africa
(UNECA) in 1958, one of the UN’s five regional commissions. The ECA intended to upstart social and economic
development and foster intra-regional integration. Recent UN support has been proven successful through various
intracontinental means. The African Union, a regional organization, has been an active voice in advocacy for improved
intercontinental support and promoting human rights. Their concerns have been relayed and addressed through the
African Economic Platform (AEP), the facilitator of strategic dialogue for ensuring the sustainability of the continent.
Furthermore, the Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) is a new policy initiative targeted to establish a unified trade
market for 54 countries by permitting the free movement of investment partners to streamline international trade. This
robust framework shows optimism for Africa to become an engine of growth and progress in the international market.
In addition, ECOSOC’s ad-hoc advisory groups have orchestrated essential peace efforts such as involvement in onthe-ground missions and consultation sessions to promote transparency between government officials, notable socioeconomic interlocutors, and representatives of United Nations agencies, including the World Bank and the
International Monetary Fund, civil society organizations, donors, and other partners. These communications have
mobilized donor assistance, which has, in turn, urged national leaders to direct funds toward rebuilding projects. The
overwhelming successes of intracontinental projects give assurance of positive results from increased international
support. Although Ukraine had not gained sovereignty till 1991 and has since been preoccupied with bridging the
wide social gaps of its society and recovering from the recession of the early 21st century, the delegation looks to
allocate adequate resources to this impending crisis.
Ukraine is hopeful for a versatile resolution that will accommodate displaced civilians, invest in manufacturing
industries, agricultural land, infrastructures such as roads, hospitals, and power systems that will collectively alleviate
the economic struggles of countries of conflict. In Africa and across the globe, wars leave looming negative
macroeconomic indicators such as declined GDP and trade along with negative microeconomic implications. As a
country that has experienced firsthand conflict in the perpetuating Russo-Ukrainian War, Ukraine recognizes the
irrevocable impacts wars have on citizens. The United Nations High Commission on Refugees estimated that during
the average civil war, 600,000 people flee their country. Of those individuals, a whopping 10% don’t return to their
homes within a year. These alarming numbers must be restrained through international solutions that address
immediate, short-term, and long-term necessities. Ukraine is eager to aid in rebuilding African countries of conflict
because these conflicts can reverberate, possibly even impacting global sustainability.

Delegation from: The People’s Republic of China
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy

Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The topics the Economic and Social Council will face today are, firstly, Reducing the Growing Economic
Inequality Between the Global North and South, and secondly, Supporting African Countries Emerging
from Conflict. The People’s Republic of China is deeply invested into these matters and would be inclined
to work with multiple nations to create an economically sound resolution to these issues.
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

In recent history, there has been a troubling increase in the socioeconomic inequality between nations in
the Global North and South, namely the growing concerns of impoverished nations in the Global South.
Nations within the Global North comprise a majority of the world’s wealth while being a minority of the
population. The Republic of China believes that more extensive cooperation is needed between nations in
the Global South in order to tighten the gap between the North and South.
The People’s Republic of China has repeatedly demonstrated in the past its ability to aid in economic
development in the Global South. One example is the Food and Agriculture Administration of the United
Nations’ (FOA) cooperation with China under the SSC in order to create a High-Level Workshop on
agricultural development, which allowed participants from multiple developing nations under the Global
South to receive education on agricultural practices and technologies. During this HLW, China also sought
to deepen the ties in the SSC and develop this program further. One important example of China’s role in
the Global South is its goal in promoting cooperation between Global South nations as equals regardless of
factors such as size and political or economic strength. This has been promoted through the Belt and Road
Initiative graciously organized by the People’s Republic of China, in which a multitude of nations
participate in the modern era, furthering universal multilateralism between nations in the South. One key
example is the nation of Tonga, which signed multiple bilateral agreements with China, one key example
of which granted over 10 million USD to fund economic development within Tonga under the Agreement
on Economic and Technical Cooperation between the Government of the People's Republic of China and
Government of the Kingdom of Tonga. The People’s Republic of China has repeatedly demonstrated its
commitment to furthering the eradication of economic inequality between nations in the Global South under
the SSC.
Furthermore, the People’s Republic of China would urge other nations under the SSC to jointly develop
economic cooperation with China, as it is clear that it has an extensive past of aiding other developing
countries (as demonstrated by its actions in Tonga and Mali) and promoting economic development within
these nations. It would be in the best interests of nations in the Global South to maintain joint cooperation
and connection with other countries in the South, as connectivity with other developing countries despite
economic position is crucial in order to build a more prosperous future for all parties involved.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

There have been multiple issues in developing countries within Africa emerging from conflict. Many
examples of conflict have been caused by cascading civil war expanding between nations, for example, the
spread of the Burundi civil war to surrounding nations. Some effects of these wars are the debilitation of
public infrastructure. Health systems, education systems, and other necessary backbones to these nations
have been cut short by conflict. The People’s Republic of China hopes to work together with multiple
nations in order to construct a development plan for these essential infrastructures within African nations.
The People’s Republic of China has been committed to forging a bond with multiple African Countries
plagued with infrastructural issues in the past. There are multiple examples of infrastructural projects China
has contributed to these nations. One significant example is the funding of the Karuma Dam in Uganda,
alongside the funding of the Ayago Dam in Uganda, two significant examples of the investment China has
made into this nation, a nation which has emerged from conflict related to the Burundi Civil War and the
Second Congo War. Focusing specifically on transportation, China, through the China Road and Bridge
Corporation (CRBC) and being funded by the China Exim Bank, helped to build the Standard Gauge
Railway in Kenya, which raised the nation’s GDP by 1.5% and created 60,000 new jobs for Kenyan citizens.
In public health, the Republic of China has helped to develop over 27 hospitals across multiple nations such
as Zimbabwe, Ghana, and others, and has helped to save 5.57 million lives. China has also promoted the
active education of many students in African Countries, as it has actively promoted and funded higher
education in Africa through UNESCO under the Fifth Ministerial Conference of the FOCAC Beijing Action
Plan. The Republic of China has also granted 18,000 governmental scholarships to African students to this
end. In continuation to address future conflict, China believes that the cause of a decrease in political
instability in developing nations is economic growth, therefore the focus on infrastructure development
relies on the causality between economic growth and political stability in order to establish a single area to
focus on for this resolution. Furthermore, these previous actions signify the People’s Republic of China’s
commitment to development of energy, transportation, health, and education within African nations.
Looking forward, the People’s Republic of China would urge other delegations to aid in the development
of a comprehensive infrastructure plan involving education, energy, healthcare, and transportation in order
to widen the access of these essential resources to developing nations that are emerging from conflict.

Delegation from: Guatemala
Represented by: Vermilion High School
Position Paper for The Economic and Social Council
The issue that The Economic and Social Council takes on is the growing inequality between the global
north and south, as well as, the African countries recovering from wars. The Republic of Guatemala is
determined to find a solution with both sides of the issue contributing equally, with as few complications
as possible.
I. Reducing the growing economic inequality between the Global North and South
The countries defined by the Brandt line as “the Global South” have continued to strive for a better state
economically, socially, and politically. Many efforts to close the gap between the global north and south
have been made through The Economic and Social Council of the United Nations. The UNOSSC ---or
South-South Cooperation--- is one of the many groups seeking to raise conditions in disadvantaged
nations. The Republic of Guatemala is part of the South-South Cooperation as a means of supporting
other Latin American, Asian, and African regions. The Republic of Guatemala has shown continuous
support of closing the economic divide through participating in multiple agencies within the UN.
As a part of the International Monetary Fund, Guatemala has supported countries that specifically
struggle with low incomes. Poverty Reduction and Growth Trust has established several programs that aid
low-income countries including Extended, Standby, and Rapid Credit Facilities. The Extended Fund
Facility and Extended Credit Facility are both used to help countries that struggle to pay imbalances.
Another group that Guatemala is active in is the SELA (Latin American and Caribbean Economic
System) which focuses on establishing a level playing field for all the countries economically
disadvantaged. This is sponsored through the SSC as it tries to reduce poverty and instability in other
countries through plans and goals.
The PGTF (Pérez-Guerrero Trust Fund) has made efforts to modernize ports in Latin American countries
as a way of improving competition in foreign trade among nations. The plan is to implement digital
technology into ports as a way of increasing efficiency overall, which in turn, would lower the costs
among foreign nations in the global market. Multiple representatives from varying countries have testified
to the success of the plan. The Republic of Guatemala seeks that this plan of action is expanded upon and
emphasized by The Economic and Social Council. The integration of digitalized ports throughout nations
in Asia, Africa, and other globally southern countries could increase those countries’ competition in the
global market. To add, the emphasis made by ECOSOC through official statements as well as funding
could give the plan a better chance of succeeding. With the Covid-19 Pandemic, many undeveloped
countries have been left in an age where developed nations have fully transitioned to digital mediums. But
with the expansion of digitized ports, those disadvantaged could be brought to the same level as other
nations. The Republic of Guatemala aims at allowing every country to succeed through trade in the global
market. This can only be obtained through instituting a common, digital medium in which goods and
services can be conferred upon.
II. Recovery of African Countries emerging from conflict
Due to the notorious history of colonization that African countries have experienced, many nations are
struggling to gain their independence and stability. This is not to say that no progress has been made, but
that several civil wars have broken out as a result, and continue to wreak havoc on the people living
within those borders. With only the most recent country to be freed of European control happening in the
late ’90s, African countries have been given little to no opportunity by the nations around them to thrive

and fully develop. The Republic of Guatemala looks to devote more efforts and attention to rehabilitating
African countries that have gotten out of wars.
As a part of the many agencies in the United Nations that The Republic of Guatemala is a part of,
resolutions and funding has been supported that aids the rehabilitation of African nations emerging out
wars. One of the agencies that the Republic of Guatemala participates in and supports is the United
Nations Development Programme (UNDP) which focuses on the rehabilitation of disadvantaged
countries. The program focuses on multiple aspects within a country including the economy, social
culture, and political standing. Under a resolution by the Economic Commission for Latin America and
the Caribbean, Latin American nations, as well as African countries, have been able to participate in
specific sections of the General Assembly that target putting plans into action for developing regions.
The Republic of Guatemala recognizes the many adversities that countries in Africa face multiple and
separate civil wars across the regions. With the destruction that war can bring --especially civil war-- on a
nation’s inhabitants, Guatemala aims to dedicate itself to the restoration of the nations recovering from
war. The Republic of Guatemala proposes that a new or enhanced program be created under the United
Nations Development Programme that specifically focuses on the creation of jobs in African regions. The
jobs would ideally focus on the lack of education or recycling of materials (to stay “green”). The creation
of jobs in education would have a chance at reaping multiple benefits. The program must ensure that it
benefits citizens equally to one another regardless of gender or economic class. The requirements would
ensure that they fall within and add progress to the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda. More creative
and liberal artistic careers would give multiple opportunities for people as well as can involve the
upcycling of plastic waste (or other recyclable materials). The program would have to work individually
with each nation to fit specific areas of need one region may face. With the creation of jobs more centered
around construction and reconstruction, areas destroyed by war could have a chance at being once more
inhabitable. The way that this program would be funded would be through other countries that are
member states of the UNDP. Countries would be required to give a baseline amount of money no matter
what the population or GDP of a country is. From there, a certain amount of money would be asked of
that country that corresponds to the individual country’s GDP. It is important to note that the amount of
profit the program would create would not be divided so that the majority of the profit would fund the
program but instead, pay the workers that are in the jobs created. While the program should not be forced
upon, it should be highly incentivized towards the citizens as a way of building their economy and their
nation as a whole. In the process, no rights of citizens should be taken away. In an ideal situation, the
program proposed would create a large number of jobs that aid in the stability, economy, education, and
culture of the African nation.

Delegation from: Kingdom of Norway
Represented by: Vermillion High School

Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The issues with which the Economic and Social Council is faced is Reducing the Growing
Economic Inequality Between the Global North and south; as well as the ever-increasing subject
of Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict. Norway is completely devoted to
ensuring global equality as well as making sure that the UN looks upon less fortunate countries
with equitable eyes.

I. Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and south
The kingdom of Norway recognizes how important each and every nation aligned with
the united nations is to global unity and peace. This is why the Kingdom would like to see a
reduction in the ever-growing and rather alarming economic differences that are observed
between the global north and south. This notable difference has come about due to the issue of
the primitiveness of many southern countries. The nation of Norway would like to see the United
Nations create a program that assesses the various strengths and weaknesses of individual
nations and finds a fit economically for them as well as a program that would provide funding to
these countries to help them achieve industrialization. Whilst the Kingdom of Norway does not
currently have the financial resources to reach out and provide the aforementioned aid the nation
would be more than willing to help the programs in other ways as well as to help support the
trade by trading with any country involved in the program. Norway has wholly demonstrated its
ties to global trade by being a key member of NATO.

II. Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
Another issue that Norway has observed and would like to see addressed by the ECOSOC
council is that of helping 3rd world countries when they emerge from the war. One of the ways
that Norway believes that the U.N. could facilitate this issue is by offering help to those who are
deemed by a council as just in their cause as well as placing certain sanctions on countries and
groups that the UN believes to be warmongering. These sanctions could help provide
supplemental aid to the groups that are helped by the program as well as provide a vital deterrent
for these aforementioned warmongering nations. Whilst this may cause some problems in
deeming which side to sanction it is still an overall helpful idea as it ensures that the nations that
are provided aid are not using the resource that is provided to fund wars and attack other nations.
Another solution that could be implemented is helping these nations to urbanize and
industrialize. By providing many of these nations with a basis of the economy and basic needs it
would allow for many of these countries do not to have to pillage for supplies and instead would
help them become more stable nations. Whilst Norway does not believe taking over power from
these countries would be wise, it is still important to step in. Norway anxiously looks forward to
working with the Economic and Social Council to find a balance of supporting a country whilst
allowing them to stay sovereign.

Delegation from: the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland
Represented by: Avon High School
Position Paper from the United Nations Economic and Social Council

The issues before the ECOSOC are: Reducing the Growing Inequality Between the Global North
and South and Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict. The United Kingdom of
Great Britain and Northern Ireland are strong proponents of fixing the divide between the global
north and south through the use of renewable energy to facilitate electricity generation and
believe in protecting democratic governments and states that are recovering from conflict
through the use of economic aid.
I.

Reducing the Growing Inequality Between the Global North and South

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland fully understands the necessity to
help solve the growing inequality in the northern and southern parts of the world. The United
Kingdom is fortunate to have one of the highest gross domestic product to have a gross domestic
product per capita than most countries in the world. The United Kingdom’s ability to fund basic
rights, such as education and healthcare through the Department for Education and the National
Health Service for example, puts us in a favorable position compared to many who cannot afford
and provide such services.
The heartplace of the industrial revolution, the United Kingdom has been one of the most
advanced nations on earth. However, many nations in the global south have not been afforded
such a gift. While many of which were former colonies under the rule of European nations, many
of these advances have not carried over and as such are now struggling. In terms of poverty, the
United Kingdom faces an 18.6 percent poverty rate, which while higher than liked, is
comparable to many nations in the Western World. Meanwhile, many of the nations in the
Commonwealth, primarily in central and southern Africa, face poverty rates nearly triple ours.
The United Kingdom notes that under colonial rule, many nations today face serious problems
whether it be economically or socially. Many of our sister nations in the Commonwealth once
under British rule face serious problems, however one that stands out is the lack of electricity.
While power outages may last only a few hours in Britain in Africa they last days, weeks, and
even months. 550 million people on the African subcontinent live without electricity, which
hampers the ability to provide government basic services to their people. As a fervent supporter
of the African Continental Free Trade Area, we have developed close trade relations linked with
many countries on the continent facing such issues.
The United Kingdom recommends the following resolution. While virtually all Britons have
access to electricity, almost half of all those in Africa do not. Not only that, seven out of ten of
the sunniest countries in the world are located on the African continent. We propose that money
be set aside for solar panels to be installed in various African countries taking advantage of the
sunshine. Not only that, this solution is friendly for the environment, not displacing people on
large scale like dams or producing indoor pollution such as the burning of wood, charcoal, etc.,
to create bioenergy, the most popular source on the continent. One nation that would benefit

heavily from this is Kenya, which is part of the Commonwealth of Nations, is one of the sunniest
places on earth, and yet has over 75 percent of people living there without access to electricity.
The Economic and Social Council’s goal is to tear down the barriers between the north and south
for the improvement of not just the region, but for the world. We believe that the Economic and
Social Council needs to take immediate action to help solve the energy crisis on the continent, to
help fix the divide, and promote green energy in place of polluted bioenergy that could very well
take control of the continent for decades. As the third highest spender on international aid and
proud supporter of the Paris Climate Agreement, we would be honored to invest in such an
endeavor to bridge the gap between the geographic north and south, the goal presented today.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

The United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland recognizes the struggles of both
internal and external fighting. Whether it be the British Civil War that uprooted the nation or the
Second World War, the most destructive war in human history, the United Kingdom has seen it
all. Therefore, it sympathizes with the plight of many African nations that are emerging from
conflicts both big and small. Terrorism, civil war, and genocide has plaugued the African
continent for decades and we believe that something needs to be done to end this vicious cycle.
Fortunately the United Kingdom has not experienced a civil war in centuries, or even attempts at
a government overthrow. However many nations in the past century, such as Sierra Leone, have
experienced political turmoil, as seen with its civil war lasting from 1991 to 2002, involving the
Revolutionary United Front. From 2000 to 2002, the United Kingdom was a strong supporter of
retaining Sierra Leone’s democratic government, and its values have not changed. The British
delegation firmly believes that everything should be done to protect democratic governments and
to help them return back to a place of stability.
These conflicts result in major problems not just for the nation itself, but for the nations around
them. Refugees pore across the border in order to escape from the violence and torment that
awaits them if they stay. The result however are nations crowded with people with no place to go
and filling up refugee camps. The United Kingdom supports continued funding in order to
maintain and improve these camps in order to help alleviate the situation caused by current
conflicts. In terms of nations emerging from conflicts, the United Kingdom has always been a
supporter to help fund infrastructure projects desperately needed in order to get nations back on
their feet. In 2003, the United Kingdom along with many others a part of the World Bank helped
fund what was part of a project to rebuild the Ring Road in Afghanistan. Infrastructure helps
connect the country and bring a sense of stability to the government to prevent conflict from
happening in the first place. Thus, we as a nation strongly support and urge the Economic and
Social Council to increase funding for the development of these sorts of projects in order to not
just help solve the problems of nations returning back to peace, but to maintain that peace.

CCWA WINTER MUN 2021
Delegation From: The United States of America
Represented by: St. Edward High School
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
I. Reducing the Growing Economic Equality Between the Global North and South
The Delegation of the United States of America recognizes and appreciates the continued
economic and social divide that exists between advanced countries in the “Global North” and
those many other countries – especially Lesser Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) in
the “Global South”. Many historical reasons – such as the negative effects of the colonization of
earlier centuries, the two World Wars of the past century and the current continued economic and
trading imbalances prevalent across the globe. The ravages and difficulties of the current
COVID-19 Pandemic have exacerbated and made worse such inequalities and anomalies
worldwide. The severe contraction of trading relationships and regular physical contacts brought
about by the Pandemic have produced a stark outline inevitability of the divide between the
“Global North” and the “Global South” and the United States of America believes it has both a
moral and strategic obligation to do everything it possible can do to address these negative
developments and to promote and implement collaborative policies worldwide that can first
alleviate and then eliminate the structural barriers in place that have allowed this situation to
develop in the first place.
The Delegation of the United States of America sees the positive and innovative strengths of the
free market as a key determinant of future progress, peace and security for all across the planet.
Future prosperity for all is dependent on the re-establishment – as quickly as possible as the
world continues to defeat and emerge from the devastating COVID-19 Pandemic – of a thriving
rules-based free enterprise system that encourages vibrant international trading relations based
on mutual understanding, shared strategic economic interests and a willingness for all nations to
share in the bounties of our planet in a positive and sustainable way forward. The USA
understands and appreciate that many countries – particularly LEDCs in the “Global South” face
considerable historical, infrastructural, logistical and internal systems challenges and difficulties
in ensuring such a vibrant free enterprise system can be established and maintained and stands
ready to provide administrative, financial, logistical and security assistance to those countries
that need and request such assistance. The USA, however, also recognizes that such assistance
and support should not involve any interference in the national sovereignty of any nation, nor
should it require active involvement of US forces on the ground – beyond immediate perceived
and identified security threats decided upon primarily by the national interests of the United
States of America -in the pursuit of such aims.
The Delegation of the United States of America welcomes positive collaborative attempts and
resolutions to lessen the divide and promote greater equality of both opportunity and outcome in
both the established “Global North” in addition to the “Global South”. The USA seeks pragmatic
and relevant ideas and implementation to achieve these goals through systemic global innovation.

II. Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
The Delegation of the United States of America looks forward to maintaining and developing
strong strategic partnerships with the countries on the African continent, especially as the world
emerges from the ravages of the COPVI-19 Pandemic. The USA is a positive partner in global
attempts to promote the availability and dissemination of COVID-19 vaccines across Africa in
order to hasten the social, health and econo9mic recovery that Africa needs to move forward and
to provide peace and security for its people, wherever they are across the continent. The USA
recognizes that many regions of Africa suffer from local, regional and often internecine conflicts
that have devastated local communities and have killed, wounded and displaced millions of
innocent civilians, destroyed infrastructure and challenged both the rule of law and effective
governance.
The USA will continue to work with the United Nations, related Non-Governmental Organizations
(NGOs) and other international agencies – along with allies, both on the continent of Africa and
beyond – to end such conflicts and to assist with rebuilding and securing countries that are
emerging from conflict accordingly. The USA believes that a vibrant well-regulated rules-based
system of international trade and cooperation that recognizes national sovereignty and promotes
free enterprise and individual freedoms is the key to the future prosperity for all across Africa – as
it is in the rest of the world. The USA will support – financially, logistically and with the rebuilding
of infrastructure and the provision of security for all to share access to resources – all nations
across Africa to end violence, conflict, corruption, bad governance and poor management in the
pursuit of a better, more secure and peaceful future for all.
The Delegation of the United States of America welcomes any and all ideas, policy development
and pragmatic steps to end conflicts by negotiation and incentives and to provide collaborative
support and assistance to allow all nations across Africa – especially those emerging from conflict
– to look forwards to incentivized and free and open solutions for the future.

CCWA WINTER MUN 21
Delegation From: Republic of Finland
Represented By: St Edward High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

The Republic of Finland (RoF) has long held the belief that all countries should be able to have
an equal seat at the table when it comes to the global economy. It is because of this belief that
the RoF is a member of numerous international developmental organizations, such as the
Development Assistance Committee, Donor Committee for Enterprise Development, and the
Organisation for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD). Both of these and all other
organizations have the same goals of aiding fellow countries to eradicate poverty, reduce
inequality, and to achieve sustainable economic development. The RoF has also signed onto
and ratified U.N Resolution 70/1, or better known as Agenda 2030, whose five main
components are people, prosperity, planet, partnership, and peace. In the Development
Assistance Committee, Finland ranks 11th among fellow countries in terms of official
development assistance to gross national income ratio.
The RoF is not only working with other countries to fight economic inequality, it is also
putting it at the forefront of the Finnish foreign policy with the passage of Finland’s
Development Policy (2016). This foreign policy plan has two priority areas, these being : (1)
Reinforce developing countries’ economies to generate more jobs, livelihoods and well-being
and (2) Democratic and well-functioning societies, including taxation capacity. The RoF is
working with private sector cooperation to get private sector development in poorer, Lesser
Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs). It is considered extremely important to get
private sector aid because it can provide valuable information and opportunities that LEDC
governments themselves cannot provide, particularly in the area of sustainable development.
The key is sustainable because if this economic aid towards development is not sustainable
then it is a waste of resources. Additionally, RoF has the Finnpartnership program, which
matchmakes between companies and countries for aid, Finnfund, who helps with Financial
support, and BEAM, a joint innovation for development program between the MFA Finland
and the Finnish Funding Agency for Innovation.
The RoF, therefore, seeks for this committee to take note of Finland’s aggressive
approach to economic inequality and development approach and to increase International
Monetary Fund (IMF) quotas by 5% and to have a total of US$500 billion dollars donated to
the IMF annually for this purpose. Additionally, the IMF should create new processes that allow
developing countries to be able to borrow more, while still eventually paying back the loan, to
be able to increase investment into struggling economies that need a boost. The RoF also hopes
to increase funding for both the International Development Association (IDA), which is already
a branch of the World Bank that deals specifically with loans to the world’s poorest countries,
and for the International Finance Corporation (IFC), which works to promote private sector
investment in developing countries by both foreign and local investors. The IFC also provides
advice to investors and business, as well as offering market information through publications.
By increasing funding to these organisations, the UN can provide meaningful aid and assistance
to countries, typically of the global south, the resource they need to bridge the gap between the
North and South.

II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

In recent years, as the rest of the world watched African countries such as Zimbabwe, Sudan,
Guinea, Mali, and a failed attempt in Niger fall to coups and being overthrown by unelected
groups, it is important that the UN helps to facilitate and aid those countries that are emerging
from such conflicts. The Republic of Finland takes aggressive action when it comes to the
spreading of peace, prosperity, and partnership across the globe. It is also through these goals
that Finland aspires to tackle the ever more increasing problem with African nations emerging
from conflicts.
Finland’s policy concerning aiding African nations emerging from conflict is very centred
around Agenda 2030, and its sustainable goals of 1-6, 16 and 17. These are (1) No poverty,
(2) Zero hunger, (3) Good health and well-being, (4). Quality education, (5). Gender equality,
(6) Clean water and sanitation, (16) Peace, justice, and strong institutions, and (17) Partnerships
for the goals. The key to aiding emerging nations from conflicts is not only strengthening a
people’s government but also strengthening the people themselves. Finland supports the UN’s
efforts to do this through goals 1-6. A major way to facilitate such development amongst
African nations is by building up social resilience and this is also achieved through goals 1-6.
By educating the people these nations will have a more skilled workforce and politicians. By
ensuring the ready supply of clean water and food for everyone it decreases the chance of
conflicts over these precious resources, and by having gender equality it reduces disagreements
over it. In addition to social building, 2030 goals aspire to spread peace and justice, while
building strong institutions. The RoF is already involved with numerous partnerships (as
described in goal 17), with African nations like Kenya and Tanzania, in which Finland looks to
strengthen ties with each country and improve trade.
As a result of these stances the RoF hopes that this committee will look to reaffirm the
commitments made in Resolution 70/1, Agenda 2030. Emphasizing the need for the
reaffirmation of goals 1-6, 16 and 17, these goals directly benefit emerging African nations
from conflict. The RoF is also introducing the formation of the Sustainable Development Goals
Council (SDGC) to oversee and publish annual reports on the progress being made around the
world, with a special emphasis on African nations emerging from conflicts. This council would
help to keep countries honest and true to the commitments made to bring progress to the world.
It is even more apparent now that this committee must act and pass meaningful action to prevent
further conflicts and resolve ongoing ones.

CCWA WINTER MUN 21
Delegation From: The Russian Federation
Represented by: St. Edward High School
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
I. Reducing the Growing Economic Equality Between the Global North and South
Although many significant steps have been taken to raise individuals out of poverty throughout
the globe, the slowly growing rift between wealthier countries in “the North” and impoverished
Lesser Economically Developed Countries (LEDCs) of “the South” has shown no signs of
stopping. Many such LEDCs have continual difficulty with their access to resources, education,
adequate health care, and as a result have not been able to develop economically at the pace of
advanced and wealthier countries. Although there are many nations in the “global South” that
are greatly affected economically, the Russian Federation is also unable to ignore nations in
Europe and Asia that are equally economically troubled. As the disparity between the
economies of southern nations and northern nations grows further, the Russian Federation
supports the assistance in the development of these nations to help their economies grow and
lessen the rift between fully developed economies in “the North” and those LEDCs in “the
South”.
As one of the more developed nations in “the North”, The Russian Federation recognizes its
role in assisting our neighbors in “the South” with their economic struggles. The Russian
Federation has implemented many instances of foreign policy in order to assist these
developing nations, such as endeavors by the Russian Federation's Official Development
Assistance (ODA), specifically by providing 19.5 million US Dollars in aid to low income
countries of Europe and Central Asia and by providing additional technical and financial
assistance to Small Medium Enterprises in Sub Saharan African nations to strengthen their
capability to provide energy services to the poor communities in these areas. The 10th goal
of the UN’s Sustainable Development Goals also highlights the importance of reducing the
inequality between lower income countries and those with more stable economies in order to
meet the 2030 agenda.
The Russian Federation hopes to see all delegations supporting aid to lower income nations not
only in the Global South, but also those struggling in Central Asia and in Western Europe. In
regards to the aid being provided to these nations, the most important aspects that need to be
addressed are the development of a nation's educational systems, in addition to its health care
systems. If these are not effective, any other aid provided would be gratuitous as the economies
would not be able to sustain themselves. The income inequality of citizens within nations must
also be addressed, especially in light of the growing disparity in these areas between nations of
“the North” and those of “the South”. The Russian Federation looks for solutions that maintain
equal access to opportunity for peoples in these nations, and is open to policy that could incite
monetary aid - similar to previous endeavors of Russia - in order to fund international NonGovernmental Organizations (NGOs) that could provide job opportunities in these countries
and promote job security. This would also simultaneously ensure the infrastructural
development of these countries.

II: Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
With conflicts in Africa continuing to be a constant negative aspect across the continent causing
grave security issues for many regions, the Delegation of the Russian Federation deems it as
necessary to aid the cessation of these conflicts and to thus end the destruction that go with
them. Many of these regional conflicts are rooted in disagreements about and competing claims
to land and resources against the established governments by radicalized groups of rebels.
Many human rights abuses and atrocities are routinely carried out by competing forces in the
course of such conflicts too. In order to cease the atrocities being committed, these conflicts
need to be resolved peacefully and within a secure environment supported by the international
community. The Russian Federation sees the need to help the emergence of these nations from
such conflicts, and does not forget the death of 3 Russian journalists in Central Africa as a
result of the cultural conflict there. In order for the sustainability of peace and security once
conflicts are ended though, these nations must also have directed economic and logistical
assistance after the culmination of the conflict in order to rebuild and extend the availability of
a range of resources often destroyed or limited during times of conflict.
In the conflict in Central Africa, The Russian Federation provided Russian soldiers to the
Central African Government to help train their soldiers to stop the insurgents. The Russian
Federation also supported UNSC Resolution 2457 which recognized the importance of solving
the issue of African mismanagement of resources, corruption, and marginalization of groups.
This resolution also recognized the fact that the cessation of hostilities is chiefly incumbent
upon the African Union (AU) and its 54 member states. External nations can provide assistance,
but it is up to the AU to make the necessary changes. The Russian Federation strongly supports
helping nations with financial issues as a result of conflicts. This could be achieved through
actions similar to ones Russia has taken in the past, such as the Provision of Junior Professional
Officers from the Russian Federation which brought young professionals from Russia to help
with financial issues in African countries (especially those affected by Malaria), or the
provision of 50 million US dollars in aid to support rebuilding communities after conflict crises
with social protection measures for food security, education and access to health services.
The Russian Federation would support policy that looks ahead to solve the current conflicts in
the African continent in the most effective manner possible. The Russian Federation calls upon
other nations to do the same as Russia has in the past in providing aid to train the troops of
established governments in order to re stabilize the affected regions. Other policies that may
help to provide resources to these countries would also effectively solve the issues. In regards
to solving economic instability as a result of the conflicts, the Russian Federation sees financial
aid as an extremely viable option. By providing aid to these nations, effective Government can
be re-established along with the rooting out of corruption, which is often a root cause of much
conflict over resources allocations. Policies could also include sending officials to assist and
ensure African nations are allocating natural resources properly and fairly.
.

Delegation from: the Solomon Islands
Represented by: Jefferson Area HS
Position Paper for ECOSOC
The first topic related to the ECOSOC council is: Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality
Between the Global North and South. The Solomon Islands, being a part of the global south, sees
to it that this issue is addressed and resolved in order to reach an equal state in the world economies.
I.

Reducing Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South.

One of the biggest concerns for decades and in our time today is the economic differences between
nations of the global north and south, global north having stronger economies than that of the
south. A large number of those nations below the poverty line reside mainly in the Eastern
Hemisphere in places such as Africa, the Middle East, and in Asia. As one of the nations below
the poverty line, the Solomon Islands supports the fact that solutions need to be on the table to
address this conflict.
The Solomon Islands stand as one of the poorest countries in Asia today. The economy is mainly
based on agriculture, fishing, forestry, mining etc. The Solomon Islands have received help with
overseas development in the past from the UN as of 2019. However, the Solomon Islands are still
in a desperate position, as they still need help in growth and development as well as other vital
needs. This goes for all nations under the poverty line. One of the major causes for this is climate
change and industrialization from the global north. As time progresses, industrial nations have left
a carbon footprint on the world, and that is affecting smaller nations. Many developing countries
experience drought and pollution in the water due to industry. This can also result in the reduction
of resources needed by such countries. For example, the fishing industries in the Solomon Islands
can be greatly impacted because of this. Rising sea levels could ultimately change the habitat of
marine life not only in the Solomon Islands, but on a global level. Energy sources are another
concern. With the large use of petroleum and other fossil fuels, carbon emissions are causing the
atmosphere temperatures to rise, causing droughts in many parts of the world, especially in the
Solomon Islands. Another contributing factor to the inequality is the Covid pandemic. The virus
has pushed the world into a state of caution, and because of all the shut downs in many countries,
many people were put out of work and the economies eventually weakened as a result.
Solutions need to be offered for this matter. The delegation urges that other developed nations,
alongside the UN, help other developing countries to strengthen their economy. If they can show
the steps to take in the process, more and more countries can come out of the poverty line, or at
least come up to just under to the point where they can work for themselves and rise above any
financial obstacles. If this is to work, we are going to need all the help we can get to solve this
matter. It can also be said that alternative forms of energy such as solar power and wind farms are
established in several countries as a way to conserve the need for fossil fuels and other nonrenewable resources, and reduce the carbon emissions on the planet. Another way we can solve
the issue is better research and development for Covid vaccines. With new variants appearing, we
should look into the virus and see what other attributes we should develop to prevent the spread of
the virus.

The second topic related to the ECOSOC council is: Supporting African Countries Emerging from
Conflict. This has been a big problem for centuries. It has left the African continent in shambles
as well as its economy and people.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict.

For many years, numerous countries in Africa have seen many hardships in the heat of several
conflicts. During the rise of colonization from European empires, the African population has been
affected heavily with poor economic states, and the enslavement of its people. As time progressed
to more recent years, many people sought change in their governments, as corruption has spread
throughout many officials.
The Solomon Islands see to it that help shall come to those in need in those African countries. One
of the huge problems they have faced was slavery for thousands of years. Many people have been
taken from their homes and families and sold into slavery. Colonization in the continent itself
during the 1800’s was also a big problem, with the competition for land in Africa by European
powers. In recent years, many governments have been overthrown in military coups that have left
some governments in reforms, but others in states that were just as bad, or maybe even worse. On
the brink of conflict within a nation, about 600,000 estimated refugees flee their country to escape
the conflict. After one year, about 80% of those refugees return, with 10% not coming back at all.
One example of these military coups was the recent coup in Sudan. The government was dissolved
on October 21 2021, and General Abdel Fattah al-Burhan seized power. If acts like these are to
continue, then the future of African citizens could be at stake.
The Solomon Islands believe that order has to be restored to these governments. One solution to
this is to dispatch military officials to keep conflict under control in terms of police work. As for
the wellbeing of the citizens, the Solomon Islands believes that the UN aids in growth and
development programs, as well as provides health care and social services to those who need it.

Panama
ECOSOC
Jefferson Area High School
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

Background
In recent years, there has been a devastating inequality in economics between countries
within the North and South. Economic inequality can be defined as the unequal distribution
of income and opportunity between different groups in a society. Whether that be your
country of origin or native background, they are all factors contributing to economic
inequality. It is a concern in almost all countries around the world the rise of poverty with
little chance of recovery within a social latter.
ECOSOC
ECOSOC is more or less the UN’s center development system. It is the United Nations’
largest and most complex subsidiary body and works to emphasize the importance of
sustainable development around the world. For the topic of economic inequality, ECOSOC
plays a key role. Over the last decade, reforms have strengthened ECOSOC’s leading role
in identifying emerging challenges.
History
Countries were first formally categorized based on their economic and development
statuses during the Cold War when nations were classified as the “East” and the “West”
with the Soviet Union and China representing the East, while the United States of America
and their allies representing the west. The terms “Global North” and “Global South” were
first used by governmental and developmental organizations in an attempt to replace terms
such as “Third-World Countries.”
Global South is classified by the World Bank to be low-middle income in Asia, Africa,
Latin America, and the Caribbean
Panama
Geographically, Panama resides in Central America. And in fact, the country connects what
would be considered the “Global North” to the “Global South”. That brings up the question
of how Panama can be defined by these two terms. Considered to be a Global North by
most, Panama currently ranks 57th in the Human Development Index as a country with
very high human development. However, due to some educational disparities, the country’s
living conditions can be difficult in some locations. However, the Panama Canal makes up
a large portion of Panama’s GDP.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

Background
Conflict, especially within wars can devastate a nation’s economy as well as neighboring countries.
In the short term, civil war can wreak havoc on a country’s resources, infrastructure, the standard
of living for their people, and the people’s trust in society and or government. Conflicts also take a
significant toll on a country’s human services. For example, the South Sudanese Civil War saw
many adults and children have decreased or no access to health or education services, and studies
from the time showed exposure to conflict during childhood or adolescence, in particular, can have
large, persistent effects on health, education, and labor productivity outcomes for a generation.
Following the Sudanese War, aid and redevelopment strategies focusing on children and adolescent
health and education are crucial for the present and future of that nation.
Panama
A framework for the creation of advisory groups on African countries emerging from

the conflict was created in the ECOSOC Resolution 2002/1 in response to a request made by the
UN General Assembly in its 55/217 resolution “on the causes of conflict and the promotion of
durable peace and sustainable development in Africa.” As a higher income country, Panama
together with its allied United States, will be able to help with funding in those counties that need
it most. In doing this, a more sustainable Africa would help when it comes to natural resources such
and oil and gas. As the poorest continent in the world, people living in Africa also struggle with
extreme hunger, malnutrition, disease, high rates of infant mortality, and child labor. These issues
are only exacerbated by conflict. When supporting nations emerge from conflict, it is of the utmost
importance to advocate for these nations and take care in crafting solutions that will be effective in
the short, or long term.

Delegation from: Nicaragua
Represented by: Jefferson Area High School
Position Paper for The Economic and Social Council
The issues to be discussed in the Economic and Social Council are: Reducing the Growing
Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South; and Supporting African Countries
Emerging from Conflict. Nicaragua is willing and eager to work with other delegations to further
advancement in solutions to the issues at hand.
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between Global North and South

The delegation of Nicaragua thoroughly supports the international efforts to solve economic
inequality between the global north and south. As a third-world country in the global south,
Nicaragua acknowledges the need for change. Nicaragua encourages foreign investment and
market-oriented reforms in order to expand economic growth. The COVID-19 pandemic continues
to affect wages and businesses. Because of these factors poverty has increased by over one percent.
Nicaragua understands the benefits of public sector reform. Within the last ten years Nicaragua
has implemented public sector reforms such as decrease in public expenditures. Reducing the size
of the army and privatization of public businesses has decreased poverty in Nicaragua. Nicaragua
is trying to implement plans to reduce poverty and increase primary school enrollment, this will
lead to a more prosperous economy.
The delegation of Nicaragua has repeatedly expressed our support for financial resolutions to
reduce poverty. The barrier between the global north and south economically greatly affects the
country of Nicaragua and should hopefully be eradicated. Many countries depend on tourism as
one of their primary sources of income and since the COVID-19 pandemic, this industry has faced
a severe setback. The economic and social committee hopes to promote meaningful change with
long-standing outcomes. This is only possible with the help and cooperation of all parties.
Nicaragua fully and strongly believes that a more equitable economic situation will be in our future
and would like to see all delegations working together to come up with a solution.

II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

The delegation of Nicaragua believes it is essential to provide assistance to African countries
emerging from conflict. Their conflicts not only affect all of the African countries but also most
other countries. Africa supplies many countries with minerals, oil, and many other important

materials. Henceforth, Nicaragua believes it is extremely important to make sure that these
countries prevail after times of conflict due to the drastic impact they have on every other country
Africa is home to five of the top thirty countries for oil production and the continent produces 6.9
million barrels of oil a day. These countries get involved in conflict, wars, and struggle with
poverty. In turn, this affects almost every other country on the planet. Nicaragua has struggled
with poverty and conflict in the past and would like to lend a hand to other countries in need. It is
important for the whole world to be able to work cohesively and this is only possible if all the
other countries help each other out.
In Nicaragua, we produce some of our own oil from the palm plant. This palm oil greatly benefits
our economy but it is still essential to help African countries to emerge from conflict. It is essential
that all of the countries gathered in ECOSOC work to come up with a solution to help benefit the
continent of Africa and help them to overcome the aftereffect of their conflicts. Nicaragua believes
we can all work together to create a solution that benefits us all and helps to aid African countries.

Montenegro
ECOSOC-Jefferson Area High School
The African countries that are emerging from conflicts are in need of aid. The casualties
and costs of these African wars are great. The African continent already is poor, and these conflicts
have not helped that. There are wars occurring between African countries, such as Ethiopia and
Eritrea. Additionally, the Somalian pirates are also causing many economic problems. They are
hijacking shipments of goods, and this has caused prices to increase in Europe. Overall, many of
these countries are having trouble financially recovering from recent conflicts.
Montenegro believes that we need to help provide aid to these countries. We and other
European nations are also impacted by the state of these African countries. Montenegro gets oil
and precious metals from these countries. Oil is of great importance to almost every country in
today’s world. It is needed to power many things, such as cars. Also, these conflicts have caused
Africa’s exporting prices to increase, and Montenegro wants these prices to go back to how they
were before these conflicts.
Overall, Montenegro believes that there are various ways we could go about providing aid
to these African countries. First, money and supplies could be lended to these countries as they are
recovering, with the condition that they will pay back whoever provides them aid. Also, the issue
of the Somalian pirates should be interfered with by the United Nations. We think that if we stop
these pirates, it will help the prices of goods go back to normal. These countries deserve our help,
and Montenegro would like to provide them with as much aid as we can.

Delegation from: Madagascar
Represented by: Jefferson Area High School
Economic and Social Council
Position paper for Economic and Social Council
The issues before the ECOSOC committee are: Supporting African countries emerging from
conflict and reducing the growing economic inequality between the global north and south.
Madagascar is committed to finding attainable, lasting solutions to combat these topics.
I. Reducing the Growth Economic Inequality Between The Global North and South
The economic inequality between the north and the south is a pressing issue that has been growing.
The north and south does not refer to the location of the country, but rather points out the economic
differences between countries. The northern countries are more developed countries, and the south
are represented by lesser developed countries. There is a large gap in between the world’s highest
and lowest income earners, and the gap is only growing.
Madagascar is located in southern Africa, and Madagascar is one of the least developed African
countries. Before COVID - 19, Madagascar was growing economically. The labor market
conditions were improving, and the poverty rates were declining. However, that soon came to end
when the pandemic hit the country. The work force decreased. With people out of work, the
poverty rates began to increase yet again.
Madagascar would like to propose some solutions to combat this issue. The first solution is to get
people back to work. The best way to decrease poverty is to get the workforce back up safely.
BRAC is a non-governmental organization that helps to end poverty. This NGO works in Asia,
Africa and Haiti, global south countries. It educates the poor and provides them with resources to
start businesses. Concern Worldwide is another NGO, This organization works to end poverty in
Asia, Africa, and the Caribbean with education and medical support. With education, people are
equipped with knowledge that will help them get out of poverty. The medical support is especially
helpful. After COVID - 19 hit countries, poverty in those counties grew. They need medical help
to get the workforce back to work safely.

II. Supporting African countries emerging from conflict
Madagascar believes that the issue of supporting African countries emerging from conflict must
be addressed. Conflict within a country can devastated the country in many ways. Conflict can
hurt infrastructure, resources, and the standard of living. Health, education, and labor productivity
will also be injured. Violent acts can destroy infrastructure such as buildings and roads. These

buildings could be places of work, so goods will not be able to be produced. This would also hurt
the production of resources. Violence also hurts people, and injured people cannot work, so the
workforce is down. This also hurts the production of resources. It can also be hard for these people
to get the help they need to get better.
Madagascar has seen conflict, and is currently in a state of conflict. For example, bandits that are
heavily armed have been killing citizens in the south, and stealing cattle. It is said that cattle
robbery used to be a part of tradition, but now thefts are driven by other factors: political and socioeconomic. Additionally, a third of Madagascar is in the red zone, meaning it is out of state control.
Madagascar needs to be brought out of this conflict, and once we do we will need support from
other countries, the United Nations, and possibly other sources.
Madagascar would like to propose some solutions for the issue. First, the public must be educated
about the conflict in their country. The people must know about the issue in order to take the
precautions they must in order to avoid it. The second step is to educate them about how to avoid
the conflict, so that they do not get caught in it. Another solution is to have a place for refugees to
go. If we can get the citizens out of the country of conflict, and into a safe place until the conflict
is over, that would help to end the conflict. Additionally, to end the conflict a peace must be
reached between the two sides of the conflict, and if a peace cannot be reached force may have to
be used. The UN peacekeepers could be brought in to make sure a peace reached. Once the conflict
is over, the country will most likely need to be rebuilt. Funding from other, more developed
countries would be appreciated. Additionally, non-governmental organizations could be used to
help the countries emerging from conflict.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
During the 1980s, the Brandt Line was drawn up to economically split global North and
South. The Islamic Republic of Iran was placed on the Northern side of this line, and has
maintained a top 30 economy since then, with them being placed twenty-first in 2021. Since the
1980s, Iran has been moved below this line, and now resides in the Southern Globally. Some
powerhouses of the Southern Economy are nations like China, India, Vietnam, Saudi Arabia, and
IRan. The problem is that the majority of the nations in the Southern Economy are still
developing nations, dominantly second and third world countries. On the other hand, the North
does contain less nations but much more developed nations like the United States, Great Britain,
Germany, and France. The majority of these nations have had one form or another of centralized
government for around 100 years. The Islamic Republic of Iran doesn’t have much regard for the
development of these second and third world nations, but would be happy to incorporate these
nations into its own body, or make a very close national relationship.
Iran is one of the most disliked countries in the world, being voted “Most Hated Country”
for three years ina row in 2016, 2017, and 2018, and Iran has very few allies. The majority of
Iran's allies are in the south globally, and the majority of these allies can be found in the Middle
East and Western Asia. Iran has had problems in the past with powerhouse economy nations
from the global North, especially the United States. The United States of America and Iran
haven't had diplomatic relations since April 7th, 1980, when the Iranian government took control
of the American embassy. Iran’s economy is on the decline in recent years, but is unlikely to
seek economic aid. The majority of Iranian economic problems come from the tariffs placed on
the nation by the United Nations Security Council, and these tariffs have been weighing down
the Iranian economy ever since.
The delegation of the Islamic Republic of Iran has decided the best solution would be to
support some nations with economic growth, but believes there needs to be more prior steps for
this solution to succeed. Sanctions and Tariffs should be removed from the nations volunteering
to help these struggling nations economies. If these actions would be included in the clauses to a
solution, Iran would fully support nations Globally South that have struggling economies.

Topic B: Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

Within the past century or so, African nations have been emerging from colonialism. The
Cold War didn’t put much hindrance on emerging African nations, but it did stall out the world
economy which was troublesome for some nations that relied on global trade to support
themselves. With the new presidency of Ebrahim Raisi, he has declared that Iran will continue to
defy Security Council drives to sanction Iran for defending itself and its territory. Furthermore
Raisi stated that he wished to forge new relations with African nations who could pose potential

for economic forute, especially nations with rich resources on the Western coast of the continent.
With all of these factors in mind, Iran isin full support of aiding emerging African nations.

Just within the past 20 years, we've seen some of the brutalist fighting in Africa, like the
Tigray Was which has claimed the lives of over 10,000 Eritrean, Ethiopian,and Sudanese deaths,
along with more minor conflicts like the Central African Republic Civil War or South Sudan
fighting for its independence. All of these wars have cost these developing African nations
resources, people, and time, all of which these nations can't waste on avoidable conflicts. There
needs to be support systems for these struggling nations, without the intervention of other global
powers like the United States, as they are known for intervening in conflicts that aren't their
business. The independence of these African nations must be protected, or they face more
conflict. The people of these nations simply wish to live within their own standard, to have a
government they can call their own and one they've put in power, not a foreign government
setting up a regional puppet government that obliges every time something is demanded of it.
The Islamic Republic of Iran believes the best solution would be to contact the African
Union and find what these struggling nations need from their neighbor nations primarily, and
only foign aid if absolutely required. This foreign aid would be as limited as possible, as these
nations should develop on their own standards, unless they give permission to donating nations
for them to intervene. Any wars that start during this process can take two courses of action. The
first action would be to let the war play out, as it can be eventually beneficial if weaker nations
are absorbed into more stable nations. The second option would be to encourage diplomatic
solutions, have it be through peace talks through the African League, or between nations
privately. Within all of this, it is crucial that forign nations stay out of total war in Africa, as it is
not a stronger nation's place to crush a weaker nation just because a different weaker nation asks.
The independence of nations should be celebrated, and the strongest nations will reveal
themselves in time.

Delegation from: Egypt
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Economic and Social Council
The issues to be addressed by the United Nations Economic and Social Council are: Reducing the Growing
Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South and Supporting African Countries Emerging
from Conflict. Egypt is devoted to the betterment of the people, and the way to do so is to focus at the root
of the whole cause: the gap between the Global North and South and the poverty rates at Global South
regions that impact the economic wellbeing of these countries.
I.

Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South

The Arab Republic of Egypt highly supports the measures taken already by the Global North countries to
solve the economic inequality gap between the Global North and South. However, more can be done in
order to ensure that the gap between the Global North and South can be further reduced to further lessen
the inequality between these two types of Global countries. The Arab Republic of Egypt urges the Global
North countries to take further action and work with the Global South countries to formulate a plan to
resolve the growing economic gap to prevent the growing poverty rates in the Global South countries
caused by the Global South lacking resources that the Global North has.
Recognizing the importance of the Global North providing relief to Global South countries to reduce the
economic gap and the poverty rates of the Global South countries. Poverty rates are growing in Global
South countries as a result of people lacking the resources to receive a proper education, which results in
the growing gap between the rich and the poor. Considering the amount of poverty resulting from the
people not having the right resources to be able to decrease the risk of political instability and corruption,
we call upon the Global North to provide humanitarian aid to the Global South countries, to ensure the
wellbeing of people by giving them access to the resources that they don’t have at the moment, and
allowing the Global South countries to become more economically stable by providing the Global South
with the necessary resources that it needs to thrive.
Egypt has supported the actions already taken by the global North to reduce the economic inequality
between Global North and South; however further actions can be taken. These acts include reducing the
minority gaps between the rich and the poor through humanitarian aid, in which the Global North will
provide access to education, clean water, and electricity to allow the Global South countries to get back
on their feet and ensure that the citizens are able to create a foundation to have a strong economy. It is
vital for this plan to take action as the economic inequality between the Global North and South is
becoming worse by the moment, and without a plan that ensures the wellbeing of the people in the Global
South, the Global South is becoming less stable and more corrupted by the minute. The Arab Republic of
Egypt calls upon the Global North to contribute to this plan as a long term solution that ensures the
betterment of the Global South while also encouraging them to make their own developments and not
become economically dependent on the Global North for their economic prosperity. This plan will not
only improve the lives of the Global South by providing the basic needs that any person should be able to
access, but also reduce the growing economic inequality between the Global North and South by impacting
the Global South countries to become more economically stable and less politically corrupted. By the
Global North and Global South working together to make this relief plan for the Global South countries,
it is clear to see that this short term plan to assist the Global South to get back on its feet will allow for the
gap between the Global North and Global South to become less apart and allow every country to become
more economically stable and politically independent.
II.

Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict

Egypt believes that humanitarian aid from Global North countries to African countries is vital for African
countries to not become as corrupt as they may be from uprisings in conflicts. Not only will conflicts in
Africa negatively impact the people with horrible conditions that they have to face, but it will also impact
the economic stability of Africa as a whole with all these countries facing immense corruption in Africa,
the gap between the Global North and South will drift apart even further than before. With assistance and
support from the Global North, African countries facing conflicts can improve economically with
humanitarian aid.
In reference to the civil war in Sierra Leone, this war impacted the lives of many, whether it be from the
drastic decrease in unemployment rates, or in the damage of infrastructure that hindered the growth of the
economy of this country, it is clear that this example of a region that has been impacted horribly by awful
circumstances is not the only country still struggling by the setbacks that it has faces, but many other
countries in Africa are facing difficulties that are hindering its growth to become more developed and a
way to solve this dilemma is for the Global North and African countries to collaborate to improve the
economic growth of Africa as a whole by providing them humanitarian aid in order to form a long term
solution for the corruption that the African countries are facing at the moment.
While it is clear that providing African countries with the necessities that it needs to improve the economic
stability of Africa as a whole, it is also important to recognize that these countries do not have the financial
stability to provide its people with these necessities that include proper education, clean water, and even
the basic need of food for any human being to survive. By the Global North countries working together
with the African countries by providing them with these necessities that the African countries are unable to
do so, this can ensure the economic growth of these countries by supporting them even though they are
facing hardships that prohibit them from becoming economically stable or even politically independent.
This short term plan to assist these African countries with economic aid will allow them to not become
dependent on the Global North and will also provide them the opportunity to develop their countries more
than ever before, allowing them to not only become economically stable, but also politically independent.
For these reasons, the Egyptian delegation not only invites, but urges the United Nations to establish an
equality program specific to the development of the African countries by the act of providing them with the
necessities such as infrastructure, healthcare, clean water, and even food. This program must work in
cooperation with the Global North and Global South organizations to ensure national ownership in working
together to assist in the growth of the African countries. By establishing this cooperative program with both
the Global North and South, this demonstrates the way in which the United Nations will be able to support
the improvement of the African countries in working towards these countries becoming more economically
stable and more politically independent.

Delegation from: Canada
Represented by: Mentor High School
Position Paper for United Nations Economic and Social Council
The issues faced before the United Nations Economic and Social Council are as follows: Reducing
the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South; and Supporting African
Countries Emerging from Conflict. Canada supports efforts to aid African Countries surfacing
from conflict and to lessen growing economic inequality.
I. Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between Global North and South
There is a significant economic difference between the Global North and Global South. The North
greatly represents market economies and the South represents less developed countries in Asia,
Africa, Latin America, and the Caribbean. Many think that these diversions are inaccurate, because
there are countries in the Global North that face poverty. Also, some countries in the Global South,
such as China, have growing economies that battle those in the Global North. Even though it has
been shown the gap will decrease, it is still substantially large. There is also a growing concern in
education, civil society, and politics emerging from the inequality crisis. The inequality causes
change in types of goods and trade produced which hurts democracy.
In Canada, they are focusing on lessening the gap of economic inequality. The Canadian
government over the years has been reaching out to those in poverty, researchers, and those helping
to end poverty. They are doing this so they can learn more about the growing issue and how to
battle it. Canada has built many Poverty Reduction Plans with the main vision that Canadaians
deserve to be treated equally and to have the ability to participate in the development of their
communities. They have also created multiple programs such as Canada Child Benefit, and Canada
Workers Benefit to insure equal and sufficient pay for working families. Canada has created a goal
to reduce poverty 50 percent by 2030.
Canada supports the idea of reducing economic inequality and wants to put the safety and well
being of the people first. Canada has a clear plan and is ready to support the battle.

II. Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict
Conflict, such as war, is a leading cause of destruction in nations and the surrounding areas. War
can harm a country’s infrastructure, citizens trust in government, resources, and the way people
live. Wars can also affect the country’s foreign aid, investment and knowledge. They are prone to
negative outlooks and violence locally and globally, which can lead to future wars. Citizens are

left without health, education, or jobs harming the economy and lives. Along with all of the
ruination from the conflict, there is the struggle of restoring damage due to the loss in economic
power and resources, especially in poverty stricken areas. The beginning of these conflicts are
rooted deeply in Africa’s history, starting with the Atlantic slave trade which caused economic
underdevolpment and other major issues. The civil war in Sierra Leone saw years of fighting and
hardships that caused severe damage in the economy and way of life in Western Africa, and the
repercussions sadly still affect them today.
Canada is committed to supporting African countries emerging from conflict. They created the
Canadian Investment Fund for African countries that establishes millions of dollars in public funds
to support them. The Prime Minister has created multiple programs and groups to help support
these countries. Canada is also aiding in peace and security by supporting their military and police
to prepare them for future conflicts. Canada has expanded trade to Africa to open new markets,
and improve its reputation.
Canada supports all efforts to provide aid to African countries emerging from conflict. They will
continue to make sure that African countries get the support they need when disaster strikes.

Delegation from: The Netherlands
Represented by: Vermilion High School
Position Paper for the Economic and Social Council
The issues before the ECOSOC are: Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the
Global North and South; and Supporting African Countries Emerging from Conflict. Netherlands’
stance on this issue is still undefined.
I. Reducing the Growing Economic Inequality Between the Global North and South
Income has, for the most part, improved in developing countries in the past quarter-century.
However, there is still a large gap of inequality in the Global North and the Global South. Our job
here at the ECOSOC is to reduce this gap. In developed countries, or the Global North, where
there’s higher population density and growth, income inequality is at its worst. And people tend to
immigrate to these countries in search of new jobs, making the issue worse. This issue, called “the
defining issue of our time” by former President Barrack Obama circa 2013, has roots tracing back
to the Cold War when countries were first formally divided into the “East”, encompassing China
and the Soviet Union, and the “West”, representing the United States and their allies. These
classifications had dismayed many countries, referred to as “Third-World” countries. These “Third
World” countries most notably included countries that were previously colonized by countries part
of the Global North. There are countries now considered Global North that share many similar
experiences of widespread poverty, contributing to the issue stated above. In 1980, a report titled
“North-South: A Programme for Survival” was written by the Independent Commission on
International Development Issues. The report identified the issue presented here today and is
regarded as the “most comprehensive and solutions-oriented analysis of critical global economic
issues”. It’s now widely recognized as the “Brandt Report, named after the first Chairman of the
Independent Commission, Willy Brandt. In the 1980s, Brandt had suggested the “Brandt Line, a
line dividing the North and South at a latitude of 30º North. The Brandt Line was drawn up based
on the GDP (Gross Domestic Product) per capita. Brandt had gone on to suggest that the North
was wealthy because of their successful trade in manufactured goods, while the South, having less
of this success, was in poverty. In 2000, the UN published the Millennium Development Goals.
The initiative of the MDG saw an incentive in “unprecedented efforts to meet the needs of the
world’s poorest...all agreed to by all the world’s countries and all the world’s leading development
institutions.” A more recent article, published on the official site for the United Nations, posted 17
sustainable development goals for transforming our world. Results so far are inconclusive. The
proposed solution from this delegation is to try imposing new trade guidelines that will help the
global South get their people out of poverty.
II. Supporting African countries emerging from conflict
Conflict like Civil wars can affect a nation and its neighbors in a very negative way. In a short
time, civil war can devastate a country’s resources, infrastructure, the lives of its people, and the

people’s trust in society and government. Civil war can also destroy a country’s foreign direct
investment, expertise, and aid. Civil wars can spark or create anger and distrust in the
government that increase the likelihood of future conflict. Additionally, civil wars can carry
negative effects on neighboring countries such as lost trading, an increase of refugees, and even
violence across borders. It comes as no surprise that when conflict is finally resolved, action
should be swift to prevent these consequences. While there are no records i could find on
previous strategies I do believe that sponsoring organizations such as Action against hunger,
Africa AIDS watch, and Global giving would prove to be a very good decision.

