Disarmament and International
Security Committee
Position Paper Compilation
Cleveland Winter Model UN Conference
Hosted at Lorain County Community College
December 8-9, 2021

Compiled by: Joy Mason, Fellow, CCWA

CCWA Autumn MUN 2021
Delegation of: Canada
Represented by: Westlake High School
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee;
The issues before the Disarmament and International Security Committee are: Regulating the Spread of
Small Arms; and Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space. Canada is devoted to ensuring the safety of all
people and expresses its hope for further cooperation between nations.
I.

Regulating the Spread of Small Arms

As a nation in which almost 3% of the households owned handguns as of 2005, the issue of regulating
small arms is very important. Since 1992 at least 4 mass murders have been perpetrated within Canada
utilizing small arms. The Canadian government does not guarantee its citizens the right to bear arms. The
delegation of Canada recognizes the dangers involved with allowing citizens to own small arms and thus
supports the effort to regulate the spread of small arms.
Canada has a long history of regulating the acquisition of and owning of small arms. From 1995 to 2012
firearm owners were required by law to have a valid firearms license and registration of the firearm. In
2012 the parliament of congress enacted the “Ending the Long-gun Registry Act” which removed the
need to register non-restricted firearms but upheld the need for a firearms license. One Section of the
Canadian Criminal Code defines a prohibited firearm as “a handgun that (i) has a barrel equal to or less
than 105 mm in length, or (ii) is designed or adapted to discharge a 25 or 32 calibre cartridge,”
Canada believes that the spread of small arms is a very important topic that must be debated by the united
nations, and would like to see stronger and more thorough regulations on the spread of small arms.
II. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
The cold war conflict between the US and the Soviet Union as well as the space race taught the world a
lesson over the harm that arms races can have. Once weapons go into space, the destructive capability of
weapons can become much more dangerous, which could potentially lead to a doomsday scenario, which
affects the entire world.
After seeing the cold war and space travel becoming a possibility for the future, Canada signed the 1967
Outer Space treaty, which came with a series of points regarding proper space etiquette and rules
regarding these new agreements. The 1967 Outer Space treaty has certain points very applicable to the
prevention of future space arms conflicts, the treaty states, “States shall not place nuclear weapons or
other weapons of mass destruction in orbit or on celestial bodies or station them in outer space in any
other manner” as well as saying “the Moon and other celestial bodies shall be used exclusively for
peaceful purposes.”

Delegation from: Federal Republic of Germany
Represented by: Mentor High School
Position Paper for United Nations Disarmament and International Security Committee
The topics faced by the Disarmament and International Security Committee are as follows:
Regulating the Spread of Small Arms and Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space. The Federal
Republic of Germany, or Germany for short, supports efforts towards international arms regulation
and comprehensive regulation of arms in outer space.
Issues A: Regulating the Spread of Small Arms
The United Nations defines small arms as weapons meant to be used by one person, like assault
rifles and revolvers, and light arms as weapons meant to be used by two to three people, like heavy
machine guns and portable anti-aircraft guns. The biggest quality of these weapons are their
portable nature, making them the favored weapons of criminal organizations and terrorists. As
such, the proliferation of these weapons, by legal or illegal means, has been shown to destabilize
counties and regions, interfere with United Nations peacekeeping operations, proliferate genderbased violence and crimes against humanity, and threaten international peace. The regulation of
sales of these arms is difficult, due to limited information. Seeing as the proliferation of small and
light arms, while not as devastating as weapons of mass destruction, equally hampers efforts
towards world peace, addressing the movement of these weapons is essential to ensure global
security.
In Germany, the ownership of firearms is restricted by the German Weapons Act, which adheres
to Directive (EU) 2021/555, or the European Firearms Directive, which is an E.U. directive that
sets minimum standards in regards to civilian arms acquisition and possession in member states.
Germany is also a major producer of arms, being one of the five biggest exporters of arms in 2020.
These exports are supposedly governed by national and international regulations, however, it has
been found that German companies have been exporting weapons to war zones and those who
commit crimes against humanity, with the German government supposedly having a share of
responsibility in these incidents.
Germany supports increased regulations on the sales of arms. Regulating these sales will ensure
malicious actors will not get their hands on weaponry, which would reduce their capability to
commit violence and threaten international peace and stability.
Issues B: Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
The currently active international treaty on the activities occurring in space is the Outer Space
Treaty of 1967, which establishes outer space, defined by the United Nations as 100km above
Earth’s mean sea level, as a commons, being able to be used by all nations and claimed by none.
It also prevents celestial bodies from being used for military purposes and forbids weapons of mass

destruction in space. However, it does not have any provisions on conventional weapons in space,
which have seen widespread development in recent years. At the moment, treaties meant to put
limits on these kinds of weapons in space have been unsuccessful, as they have failed to gain the
support of key spacefaring nations, like the U.S., Russia, China, the E.U., and India. This is mainly
due to disagreements as to what constitutes a space weapon, and if there is even an arms race
shaping up in space in the first place. If the international community does not act now on this issue,
it could lead to an arms race in and weaponization of space, which would have catastrophic effects
for all nations on Earth.
In Germany, space is regulated by the German Aerospace Center on behalf of the Federal
government, while military matters come under the authority of the German Air Force. Germany
is also a member of the European Space Agency, or ESA, which is an intergovernmental
organization between 22 states, including Germany, that is dedicated to space exploration.
Germany supports increased regulation of arms in space. Germany believes that any arms control
treaty should be comprehensive, and should be based on preventing or punishing belligerent
behavior with space objects. Germany also believes any space arms control must include groundbased space weapons, like anti-satellite missiles. If a proposal does not meet these requirements,
then Germany will most likely vote against such a proposal.

CCWA WINTER MUN 21
Delegation from: Japan
Represented by: St. Edward High School
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee
I.

Regulating the spread of small arms

Japan, being geographically close to China, was first exposed to the development of firearms in
China in the 13th century. Throughout the next centuries, Japan continued to import firearms,
mostly for the use of the military. Japan eventually produced its own basic small firearm, the
Murata Rifle. In the approach to – and eventual outbreak of – World War Two, Japan created a
robust mass production industry to produce more weaponry. Since the end of WWII, Japan has
subsequently developed strict gun laws. Citizens are able to purchase regular rifles, shotguns,
and handguns, only if it is deemed necessary for sporting purposes. Even so, the number of
rounds allowed are regulated per gun. Since the laws in 1958, Japan has almost fully eradicated
gun violence.
Because of the successes of Japan’s laws and the overall low rate of domestic gun violence,
Japan continues takes a firm stance on the international dealing of arms. Japan does not call for a
complete eradication of firearms, but rather strict laws that don’t allow citizens to have the
ability to deal arms to other individuals, or to groups of terror. Japan asks for strong government
regulation on guns and for very strong background checks. Besides the background checks,
Japan has shown that mandating training, mental and physical tests, and limiting the amount of
gun stores has worked effectively. Japan firmly stands with the belief that the illegal trading of
small arms will plummet in number if the amount of arms available and the number of people
able to possess such arms are limited by effective regulation.
Japan stands firmly under the belief that regulating the spread of small arms lies in the
hands of collective action by governments across the globe. Collaborative action within the
framework of UN regulation and oversight and the proper implementation of measures to
regulate and control the cross-border importation and exportation of small arms is crucial.

II.

Preventing an arms race in outer space

The Delegation of Japan recognizes that the outer space arms race is a relatively new issue. Since
the Cold War, the United States and Russia have taken major steps in outer space presence in
order to be the first to the new frontier, and to thus be able to have effective domination over the
other. Japan sees this as a continuous issue because of the increasingly likelihood of Great Power
competition in Space developing into a arms race in space. In addition, the large number of
unknown objects in outer space present increasing possibilities of conflict arising – even (and
perhaps particularly) in error. Japan has the technical knowledge and experience to hand on the
issue of outer space after having launched its first satellite in 1970.
Japan understands the necessity of outer space in terms of security and discovery and
does not want to exit or restrict this bold new frontier. However, Japan stands on the belief that
in order to prevent an arms race in outer space, secure systems of control and verification must
be further developed in order to prevent what otherwise might become an inevitable road to
conflict. To do this. Japan supports and its existing alliances and close cooperation in issues of
outer space exploration, particularly with the United Kingdom and the United States of America..
Japan believes and supports the principle that no military presence or weapons of warfare should
be deployed in outer space – and insists that all other countries should support this position too.
Japan calls for countries to be on board with security upon entering outer space in order
to prevent one country from damaging or threatening the interests of another – even in error. In
order to do this, Japan believes that major countries with a presence in space, including itself,
need to band together for this, especially the most active in space. Japan believes that having
warfare and military in outer space will only cause more conflict and potentially damage back on
earth. Therefore, collective security is the best tactic in preventing yet another arms race in outer
space.

Delegation from: The Kingdom of Norway
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee
The issues before DISEC are: Regulating the Flow of Small and Light Arms and the Arms Race
in Outer Space. Norway is heavily committed to promoting a safe world via stricter gun control
and weaker militarization, and hopes for advancement in cooperation on a global scale to achieve
these goals.
I.

Regulating the Flow of Small and Light Arms

The Kingdom of Norway is disgusted at the current profit, at least $95 billion, that is being
collected from the small and light arms trade. This market is unregulated and, for the most part,
undocumented. This has led to a large percentage of arms currently in circulation being sold to
terrorist organizations as well as politically unstable regions, like the Middle East, which received
an arms flow increase of at least 87% since 2014. Norway believes that considerably increased
regulation and visibility of the arms trade is imperative to securing safety and promoting peace
globally.
Norway does recognize the importance of sovereignty and individual right to gun ownership. In
Norway, there are about 31 guns for every 100 people. However, the regulation of this ownership,
which Norway believes to be extremely important, is one of the strictest in the world. Managed by
the Firearm Weapons Act, which was updated in 2009, gun ownership requires a specifically
documented use, such as hunting or sports, as well as extensive training in the firearm. When it
comes to production and the trade of firearms, the ideology remains quite similar. Norway is one
of the 20 largest arms exporters globally, however regulation of exportation is thorough. Via the
Norwegian export control regulations, Norway shall not sell weapons to countries in war.
In the past, Norway has participated in the Conference of States Parties to the Arms Trade Treaty
(ATT). The ATT is a UN effort to not only regulate trade of firearms globally, but to ensure that
privately owned firearms are not sold then illicitly to be used for harm or other nefarious causes.
Norway has even contributed to the voluntary trust fund for this Treaty. This fund is to help
requesting states that require international assistance to implement the ATT. Domestic legislation
of this issue in Norway includes, the aforementioned Firearm Weapons Act, the Firearms and
Ammunition Act 1961, as well as various, case-by-case regulations. All of this legislation allows
for gun ownership and use by citizens, but promotes heavy regulation of such and plenty of
visibility. While Norway does understand that, in its current state, the trade of firearms is
unstoppable and beneficial to the global economy as a whole, they do believe that strict regulation
of said trade can result in a more accountable market where less arms illegally end up in the hands
of criminals. In Norway, completely private gun sales, from one owner to another without a valid
gun dealer’s licence, are illegal. After purchase, the possession and transfer of each privately held
firearm is retained in an official register to uphold visibility of the trade. Manufacturers and state
agencies are required to document movements and ownership of ammunition even. Norway
believes that this strict regulation and required visibility of the gun trade can be implemented by
DISEC to provide a basis for global regulation. Member states should extensively consider the

effect of their specific trade before going forward, and should promote individual and state
visibility to hinder illegal usage of small arms. Norway looks forward to working with other
member countries during the committee to implement these processes.
II.

Arms Race in Outer Space

The Kingdom of Norway is disturbed by the growing concern of an arms race in outer space.
Recently, despite the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, the use of weapons in outer space has been very
prevalent. This issue, if not handled quickly and properly, could lead to the weaponization of space,
which would have catastrophic impacts on the entire planet. The consensus of countries with large
military prowess, such as the United States, is crucial if any solution is to be effective. Norway
believes that, in addition to a legal framework, other ways to prevent an arms race should be looked
into, such as a non‑legally binding agreement.
Norway recognizes outer space as a common good that should be free to use by all, and should be
used for the benefit of mankind. In July of 2017, Norway sent 70 satellites to outer space, evidence
of how Norway is slowly becoming a space nation, as it uses these satellites for a variety of things,
such as managing fisheries, and monitoring ship traffic. However, Norway understands the
importance of maintaining the space environment and therefore fully supports international legal
order in space, having signed the Outer Space Treaty of 1967. Norway is also in full cooperation
with the European Space Agency as well as the European Union’s space program.
In the past, Norway has participated in European Space Agency (ESA), The European
Organisation for the Exploitation of Meteorological Satellites (EUMETSAT), and the European
Union (EU). Norway has also recently, back in 2017, formally applied to join the Committee on
the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS). COPUOS is a United Nations committee that
reviews and encourages international cooperation in the peaceful uses of outer space. Becoming a
member of COPUOS would be extremely beneficial to Norway, as it would be able to guide
Norway in its evaluation of whether Norway needs more or to revise national outer space
legislation due to recent rapid developments that may make legislation outdated. Norway plans to
be extremely involved and active in any and all forums COPUOS holds to support the cooperation
of the member nations, and to support the work of the committee. Working with COPUOS is just
one of the multiple ways Norway plans to contribute in preventing an arms race in outer space and
instead promoting peace and the preservation of space environments. As previously stated,
Norway’s space ambitions are based upon using space as a benefactor of humanity and for societal
needs. Norway currently uses space satellites for communication with ships, help with navigation,
and for search and rescue missions. Norway looks favorably on member nations reciprocating
Norway’s ideals and, as opposed to for military purposes, uses satellites in the same societybenefitting ways. Norway also looks forward to getting more nations with outer space presence to
join the COPUOS, as the biggest way to prevent possible space controversy is through
communication and a willingness to cooperate with one another.

Delegation from: The Republic of India
Represented by: Western Reserve Academy
Committee: Disarmament and International Security Committee
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee
The issues before the Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC) are: Regulating
the Flow of Small and Light Arms; and Arms Race in Outer Space. The Republic of India remains
dedicated to regulating weapons in India and urges the prevention of an arms race in outer space.
I. Regulating the Flow of Small and Light Arms
India’s homeland security is severely threatened by the current unregulated flow of small and light
weapons (SALW). Global peace is continuously undermined by illegal trade and ungoverned
weaponry. The Republic of India supports DISEC in its effort to further strengthen guidelines of
arms trade throughout the United Nations. At the moment, India lacks strong control over weapons
crossing into India over borders, and struggles to track military weapons consistently, resulting in
an arms trade of military grade weapons through civilians.
India is the world’s largest importer of weapons with over 18 million USD worth of weapons
entering the country in four years. Accounting for almost 10% of the world’s global arms imports
in 2020 it has become increasingly difficult to regulate arms throughout the nation. However, India
has rejected treaties such as the Arms Trade Treaty established in 2014. The Republic of India has
abstained based on the lack of universality of this treaty. It lacks a balance of commitments
between importing and exporting countries and proposes little resolution to issues concerning
terrorist actors. Therefore, India urges a more universal, balanced approach to the regulation of
small arms.
India first suggests stronger tracking of arms (throughout all willing neighboring states) when
crossing borders and when transported domestically. With greater caution of the whereabouts of
light weaponry the safety of civilians can be maximized and the amount of weapons available to
terrorist groups and enemies of the state can be minimized. Technology such as laser marking
ensures that the mark is non-erasable and cannot be altered if a weapon falls into the wrong hands.
Also, an international weapons database would help maintain control over weapons both
government issued and privately owned. Additionally, stronger measures must be taken
domestically within each concerned country to end any illegal manufacturing of goods that are
illicitly traded, and then perpetuate conflict. Countries which are unable to put a stop to illegal
manufacturing will require outside initiative to further assist. Without these steps, there will be no
end to conflict and the ability for countries to peacefully coexist becomes more challenging day
by day.
II. Arms Race in Outer Space
As the international community takes immense strides towards a future of advanced technology,
the peace and harmony of the Earth are being threatened. Due to the involvement of a plethora of
nations in the new age of space exploration, this insecurity on Earth is being spread towards outer

space. While the United Nations is conscious of these critical issues, the systems in place merely
solve any problems that exist or may arise in the upcoming years. There have been far too many
failed consensuses on the topic of the international use of space, the weaponization and
colonization of celestial bodies, and the in-depth solutions that can be put in place in order to avoid
international conflict in such an unstable environment. Many aspects of space are yet to be
discovered, and if the international community does not establish concise guidelines on how states
may delve into these aspects, serious tension will arise.
India is one of the nations that wanted to participate in space exploration after seeing the great
advantages it gave to nations such as Russia. The development of the Indian Space Research
Organisation, which is overseen by the Prime Minister and received tremendous aid from the
Soviet Union in 1975 during India’s launch of its first satellite. From that moment, India has
pioneered the discovery of different elements of the moon and the world’s understanding of this
celestial object. The Republic of India wants to reinforce the idea of limiting the exploration of
space for the betterment of countries. Firstly, India has faced severe exploitation in the past
centuries from Western Nations and affirms the importance of not colonizing spatial entities.
Instead of focusing on claiming spatial locations for itself, India has sustainably used the
information and discoveries on space for the amelioration of its socio-economic policies. For
example, many of the discoveries of the Indian Space Research Organisation have been used in
India’s domains of medicine, disaster management, civilian affairs, and many more. While India
expresses its strong approval for non-violence in space, it also recognizes the importance of
providing countries with ample space to exercise their sovereignty in space. This is why India did
not approve of the European Union’s “Space Code of Conduct”, as it does not leave sufficient
space for nations to make groundbreaking discoveries.
As the committee session progresses, the Republic of India encourages the fortification of
resolutions that will promote anti-violence in Space. Moreover, India would like to see the United
Nations respect the countries’ rights to sovereignty. India Affirms that this may not be done if the
United Nations passes resolutions similar to the EU’s “Space Code of Conduct”, as it poses far too
many limitations on states. As India continues its fight against the illegal propagation of arms
within its borders, it demands that all states implement strategies that will stop this propagation
from spreading into outer space. India’s long and arduous past of being subject to the colonial
wrath of Western nations compels it to propose the creation of a system in which a balance of
power in space is maintained throughout all nations, regardless of their socio-economic status,
geography, and stability. The exploration of Space cannot be a recreation of the strong era of
colonialism in the early and mid-20th century. Furthermore, India demands that the committee
strengthen the powerful clauses of the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 by giving clear definitions to
the use of arms in space. Evidently, the committee must relate these resolutions to one of the
fundamental reasons for space exploration, which is the continuous search for resources in space.
Such regulations must be made with reference to international equality in the field of space
exploration and the propagation of collaboration and peace in this new era.

Delegation from: Austria
Represented by: Westlake High School
Position Paper for United Nations Disarmament and International Security
The issues presented for this council are as follows: regulating the spread of small arms and
preventing an arms race in outer space. Austria hopes to engage in a cooperative discussion
about pressing matters. The issue at stake is due to the rising crime rate of gun control. If this
issue were to go unseen, the delegation of Austria could see the manifestation of such potential
threats.
I.

Regulating the Spread of Small Arms

Austria is currently considered one of the most relaxed countries with gun laws. From the
age of 18, Austrians can freely buy and own certain types of shotguns and semi-automatic rifles.
Small arms are easily concealable and most often used for crimes. Since the end of the Cold
War, interest has turned to small arms and light weapons primarily as a result of the dramatic
increase in the number, duration, and destructiveness of intrastate conflicts, many of which
called for costly U.N. peacekeeping missions. The delegation of Austria is particularly concerned
about the spread due to this being an ongoing issue. This matter has been brought to the U.N.
numerous times and matters have not been settled.
The more the usage, the more the regulations, rules, and restrictions. The delegation of
Austria opposes the further spread of unregulated small arms but also retains the right to protect
its own national sovereignty and to safeguard Austria’s national interests. Austria allows its
citizens to have gun possession as long as they are law abiding. It is valid if the small arm
possession is used for self-defense or for national security. But if used otherwise, it is uncalled
for and taken into the government’s hands. In 2019, there were approximately 256 deaths in
Austria alone due to gun violence. Small arms and light weapons are claiming lives more than
any other kind of weapons. There are more unregistered than registered firearms in
Austria.
As a solution, Austria’s delegation suggests a more controlled watch on illegal small
arms distribution. Having a more watchful eye on gun issuance can create a safer community.
Slowly this can diminish the spread of small arms. With this arms control, countries would be
able to have better human security. Another suggestion that can stop the spread of small arms is
to monitor the black market trades. This can limitate the spread and can stop destructive matters.

II.

Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space

Austria has displayed a clear commitment to the regulation of weapons in outer space
through the history of support for arms control resolutions at the United Nations and the adoption
of a national act. Austria became a member of the United Nations Committee on the Peaceful
Uses of Outer Space and Australia (COPUOUS) in 1959 and is still an active member today.
Austria has been a key signer in multiple outer space treaties such as the 1963 Treaty Banning
Nuclear Weapons in the Atmosphere, Space and Under Water, and such treaties have formed the
foundation for the prevention of arms in outer space. Nationally, The Austrian National
Conference recently adopted the Austrian Outer Space Act, creating the legal framework for
Austrian national space activities.
Current threats have evolved with the advancement of technology as countries develop
weapons not regulated through global treaties, such as anti-satellite missiles capable of being
launched into orbit. Such weaponry can be utilized in the disruption of critical infrastructure
required for communications and prevention of threats. Recent examples exemplify the dangers
posed by such technologies, including the use of an anti-satellite missile to destroy a defunct
satellite, generating more than 1,500 pieces of orbital debris and hundreds of pieces of smaller
debris that threaten the safety of international efforts, such as the International Space Station, and
countries’ satellites. These dangers greatly impact millions of people around the globe and create
untenable conditions for the prevention of arms in outer space. Such threats also arise from other
advancements in technology such as the supersonic delivery of nuclear weapons and the
possibility of incorporation of nuclear weapons in satellites.
Austria believes that the United Nations needs to take substantive steps in the prevention
of an arms race in outer space by creating a multinational agreement with unanimous consent
and serious penalties for countries that fail to fulfill their promises. An agreement would not only
deter countries from engaging in these practices, but it would save the future of the world.

Delegation from: Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan
Represented by: Lake Ridge Academy
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee
The issues before the Disarmament and International Security Committee are: Regulating the Spread of Small Arms
and Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space. The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan does not have the wealth to support
regulating the spread of small arms nor has the funds to support space exploration. However, the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan is dedicated to ushering in a new era of peace where Afghan citizens can flourish. To protect the safety
of civilians, the Emirate wishes to do everything in its power to prevent violence inside its borders and abroad.
I.

Regulating the Spread of Small Arms

In 2001, in response to the ever-growing trade of small and light arms, the Disarmament and International Security
Committee convened to create and adopt the Program of Action to Prevent, Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit Trade
in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (PoA), which the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan agreed to. In
the program, nations agreed to monitor and regulate the transfer of small and light arms. Small arms, as defined by
the United Nations and agreed by the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, are defined as weapons intended for use by
one person, such as an AK-47. Light arms are defined as weapons designated for use by two or three persons, such
as grenade launchers. Per the PoA, countries are required to submit documentation about the spread of small and
light arms in their countries. To date, only one country, Australia, has submitted its documentation every year.
Regretfully, Afghanistan last submitted the required documentation in 2018. In 2018, the previous Afghan
government adopted a peace agreement with the UN (Resolution 2405, 2018). In the agreement, Afghanistan agrees
to limit the flow of small arms into terrorist hands. The Islamic Emirate continues to agree with this section of the
peace agreement, excluding verbiage referring to the Taliban as terrorists and limiting us from purchasing small
weapons. Overall, Afghanistan agrees that the illegal transfer of small and light arms is detrimental to the wellbeing
of Afghanistan and the world as a whole.
Following the United States invasion of Afghanistan, small arms, specifically AK-47s, began flowing into Afghanistan
at alarming rates. The US’s intent was to supply the former Afghan army with weapons to defend itself against what
the country unfairly deemed a threat, the Taliban, now the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan. The United States, during
its occupation from 2001 to 2021, employed NATO to police Afghanistan and its citizens. During this occupation, it
is estimated, by the Action on Armed Violence out of the United Kingdom, that over 500,00 small arms, around $500
million, were distributed by US forces to Afghan forces within Afghan borders. Unfortunately, and to the detriment
of the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan, the exact amount and location of these arms were either not recorded or are
being hidden by the United States. In accordance with past actions, it's possible that the US wishes that the Islamic
Emirate not know of the whereabouts of the light and small arms within its border. Perhaps, the US assumes that the
Emirate will use these weapons to harm US citizens. However, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan wishes to fully
assure that no harm will come to any US citizen or ally at the hands of Afghanistan.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan fully wants to protect its citizens. In accordance with the Agreement for Bringing
Peace to Afghanistan between the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan which is not recognized by the United States as a
state and is known as the Taliban and the United States of America, the Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan does not wish
to bring harm to anyone, including the United States and its allies, or harbor anyone who wishes to bring harm. The
Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan wishes to bring peace and usher in a new era of prosperity for Afghanistan. As a result,
the Islamic Emirate asks that the arms sanction in place by the United Nations be lifted. By lifting the arms embargo,
Afghanistan will be able to ensure the safety and security of its citizens without the reliance on non-government

entities. The Islamic Emirate only wishes to protect itself and has no desire to harm others. Further, the Islamic Emirate
asks that the United States be directed to produce records of the amount and whereabouts of the arms they gave to the
former Afghan army, so the Emirate can effectively comply with the PoA. If the United States is unable to produce
that data, the Emirate asks that monetary funds (the amount determined by negotiation by the two involved parties)
from the United States be provided, so the Emirate may engage in measures to recover the lost weapons, such as
reconnaissance of known illegal arms owners and the establishment of a government entity to regulate and track the
sale of arms
II. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
The armed space race began in the 20th century between the Soviet Union and the United States of America. As the
years passed, the two countries continued to launch new technological advancements in order to surpass their rival.
The United States ultimately won, being the first country to land a man on the moon. As a result of the first race to
space, the United Nations created the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space. The United Nations adopted
multiple agreements in order to prevent the weaponization of outer space. The treaties prevent countries from
placing massively destructive weapons in space. Recently, the arms race to space has continued; over 70 countries
have formed space programs. China’s space program has developed rapidly, being the third country, after the USSR
and the United States, to have someone land on the moon. In 2008, Russia and China submitted a draft of a treaty to
prevent any weapons entering outer space. It was not passed. In 2018, the disarmament and international security
committee met for the first time and discussed potential solutions to the ongoing issue of the armed race to space.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan does not have a space program. Afghanistan participated in the discussion in
2020 about the prevention of an arms race to space. The discussion was to pass five treaties to prevent the
weaponization of space. Afghanistan agreed with the treaties, in order to protect their citizens. Afghanistan also
believes that the race should be allowed to continue. The race has not yet harmed the citizens of Afghanistan, so
preventative measures should be taken before our citizens get harmed. Afghanistan supports China and Russia, and
believes their actions and attempts to further develop their technological strengths are just, and not creating issues.
Seeing that they were the participating countries in developing a treaty to keep the space race from becoming
weaponized. On the other hand, the United States is taking actions that could start causing problems, such as
allowing billionaires to create their own spacecrafts and launch them with little government oversight.
The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan has no intentions of creating a space program that harms other countries and
members of the United Nations. The Islamic Emirate of Afghanistan wishes for the United Nations to set in place
peaceful guidelines such as the ideas introduced by Russia or the United States, to allow the expansion of
knowledge. Preventing the travel of any weapons into space is a potential solution to preventing a space race. In
order to obtain and reestablish relationships with fellow countries, and protect the citizens of the Islamic Emirate of
Afghanistan, the members if the Disarmament and International Security Committee must come to a consensus,
potentially through the use of militaristic sanctions as a punishment for noncompliance, that permits the continuation
of exploration within space while not sacrificing the lives of citizens.

CCWA Winter MUN 2021
Delegation of: Venezuela
Represented by: St. Edward High School
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee
I. Regulating The Spread of Small Arms
The spread of small arms around the globe over the past decades has presented serious problems
to the safety and security of individuals, wider society and to many nations as the instability and
violence has caused death, injury and destruction on a wide scale. Unregulated sales and
transportation of small arms undermine the national sovereignty of many nations and create
conflict zones that become difficult to control.
The Delegation of Venezuela opposes the further spread of unregulated small arms but also
retains the right to protect its own national sovereignty and to safeguard Venezuela’s national
interests. In 2012 the Government of Venezuela banned the private sale and possession of small
arms weaponry within Venezuela in order to ensure greater national security and to curb
gangsterism, violent crime and challenges to the authority of the State. Amnesties for the turning
in of small arms yielded more than 15 000 such weapons being handed over, along with stricter
sentences (raised to twenty years for the illegal possession of small arms) and the Delegation of
Venezuela believes these policies may serve as positive guidelines to other member states as
effective ways to curb the spread of small arms proliferation and prevent further violence.
Venezuela proposes that this Committee adopt similar measures to gain control of a lucrative
international cross-borders black market trade in small arms that is destructive and challenging to
peace and security in all nations.

II.

Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space

The Delegation of Venezuela opposes the use of weapons of any sort in Outer Space and
supports previous UN agreements and resolutions to prevent this from happening. Venezuela
views the possible deployment of offensive weaponry beyond the earth’s atmosphere as a serious
threat to world peace.
The Space Race between the United States of America and the Union of Soviet Socialist
Republic in the 1960s and 1970s led to many technological advancements that benefitted the
world as a whole, such as orbiting navigational satellites and better understanding of weather
patterns and great enhancement in communications. The twenty first century has, however, seen
numerous other member states of the UN develop their own space programs as space technology
has become more widespread and the possibility that adversaries might seek to damage or
destroy the orbiting satellites of others presents serious dangers for everyone. The Delegation of
Venezuela rejects the weaponization of Outer Space in any shape or form accordingly.
Venezuela would like to see further resolutions to bind member states to the principle of a
weapons-free Outer Space with the creation of UN-backed regulations to ensure this.

Delegation From: The United States of Mexico
Represented By: Lake Ridge Academy
Position Paper for the United Nations Disarmament and International Security Committee
(DISEC)
The issues before the United Nations Disarmament and International Security (DISEC)
are regulating the spread of small arms and preventing an arms race in outer space. The United
States of Mexico firmly is adamant in preventing the widespread use of illicit small arms for the
preservation of peace and safety. In addition, the United States of Mexico is also firm on its stance
regarding a possible arms race in space, which is that we must absolutely prevent this from
occurring, as outer space should be for completely peaceful uses only.
I: Preventing the Spread of Small Arms
The rapid spread of small arms and light weapons (SALW), has been a topic of
discussion for The United States Of Mexico since 1999, and has been a threat to peace and
security in our country. The rapid spread of these weapons, (SAWL), results in the spread of viol
news amongst different countries and must be prevented immediately. The United States of
Mexico views the spread of small arms and light weapons as a huge threat to global security, and
as a result The United States of Mexico has taken great initiative in its efforts to diminish the
spread of SAWL.
The United States of Mexico has been greatly affected by the spread of SALW.
Although The United States of Mexico has very strict gun laws within the country, the illegal
arms trade allows for SAWL to enter the country and be distributed to cartels and other
dangerous criminal organizations. The United States of Mexico have made an attempt at limiting
the illegal arms trade, which is by suing gunmakers from the United States. This has proven
ineffective and there must be another solution brought to the table as innocent civilians are being
killed and cartel fights are escalating due to the spread of SALW.
Although the United States of Mexico believes that not enough has been done, and are
willing to contribute to a solution, there are certain questions that must be answered. For
example, has the security council done everything in its power to properly address the issue of
the spread of SALW? And not only has it been acknowledged, but what possible solutions can be
used such as arms embargoes against weapon manufacturers? As an entire security council, we
must ensure that SALW are not distributed amongst dangerous criminal organizations across the
globe. We must build on resolution 2220, as resolution 2220 was a major step in addressing the
spread of SALW, but like previously mentioned, in addition to addressing it, we must set
concrete solutions that prevent the dangers that are SALW. With more than 1 billion illegal
Small arms or light weapons are in circulation today as this grave issue affects the entire world,
and must be solved.

II. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space

The topic at hand is one of utmost importance; how will the arms race between countries in
space be prevented? Ever since the Space Race between the Soviet Union and the United States,
beginning in August of 1955, many countries began to build defenses and means of war, and sending
them into space. On April 22nd, 2020, Iran’s Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps successfully
launched what they describe as a ‘military reconnaissance satellite’. The satellite launched by Iranian
forces became a part of an array of weapons and military systems sent into orbit by different
countries, including Russia and India. Under the Trump administration in 2019, the U.S. signaled a
potential strengthening in its space program, in order to prevent possible attacks from Russia and
China. Many countries have created space programs, with the intention of sending ‘protection’ into
orbit, including India, Iran, North Korea, France, Japan, and Israel. However, the actions of all of
these countries oppose UN encouragement of banning weaponization of space. In 2011,The
Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space(PAROS) was created. It serves as a UN resolution,
reaffirming the fundamental principles of the 1967 Outer Space Treaty and encouraging the banning
of weapons in outer space. According to armscontrol.org, the 1967 Outer Space Treaty “bans the
stationing of weapons of mass destruction (WMD) in outer space, prohibits military activities on
celestial bodies, and details legally binding rules governing the peaceful exploration of space.”
As of now, Mexico is in compliance with the Registration Agreement and Guidelines in
regard to the forming of space objects and the meetings involved. It is essential to The United States
of Mexico that all State Parties provide reliable information about its own space programs and
manufacturing of space objects intended to be put into orbit. The AEM(Mexican Space Agency), as
well as other related agencies, have gained credibility and good reputation since its creation seven
years ago. The AEM is seen as essential to members of the international space community. Mexico
utilizes all forms of communication throughout the AEM, to ensure collaboration, peaceful
agreements, and effective communication and teamwork. Mexico has also involved itself in all
forums on space matters, like COPUOS. All of this is focused towards creating innovative
technology with an affordable financial cost, and utilizing space in a peaceful manner.
The United States of Mexico believes in communication and transparency between all state
parties involved in the international space community. If transparency, trust, and communication
don’t exist, there is no guarantee of outer space being utilized in a peaceful manner. Measures to
ensure transparency and validity should be taken immediately, with space agencies being inspected,
all new space objects being listed and recorded in a database, and the ensurity of said space objects'
purpose before being sent into orbit. Mexico hopes to reach an agreeable solution to this impeding
problem, with all willing countries within the international space community.

Delegation from: Brazil
Represented by: Avon Lake High School
Position for the Disarmament and International Security Council (DISEC)
The issues that the nation of Brazil is hoping to resolve at the duration of this collective session of
the Disarmament and International Security Council General Assembly committee are the
regulation of the spread of small arms and preventing an arms race in outer space. Although Brazil
believes that these issues must first be addressed on a national basis before bringing up an argument
on an international scale, Brazil is committed to finding a peaceful, permanent resolution involving
the agreement between all member states to these significant worldly issues.
I.

Regulating the Spread of Small Arms

Globally, approximately 90% of all civilian casualties are caused by small arms. Approximately
300,000 to 500,000 individuals are killed by small arms, both legally and illegally owned, each
and every year. Throughout the past century, the UN has taken steps to prevent the spread of
terrorism and crime closely associated with the importation and use of small arms by enacting
embargos, such as on Zimbabwe in 1966, and has adopted the PoA to manage global arms flows.
However, illegal sales of small arms continue to persist as well as the independent manufacture of
small arms by individuals, therefore a more cooperative attempt to moderate the movement and
sales of arms must be endorsed in the attempts to achieve a semblance of world peace.
In 2003, the Brazilian Congress approved its Disarmament Act, which expanded upon regulations
of firearms, including making the event of taking small arms outside of one’s own property illegal,
and heightened the security on the registration and sale of firearms. However, as Brazil’s arms
industry is very large, accounting for approximately 4.4% of its national income, the Brazilian
Ministry of Defense has not, and does not intend to, ban the manufacture and stockpile of citizen
firearms. On November 14, 1997, Brazil adopted the Inter-American Convention against the Illicit
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Explosives, Ammunition, and Other Related
Materials, and, since 2001, has been committed to several consensus decisions of the UN to prevent
the illicit trade of firearms.
Brazil hopes to come to an amicable consensus among other member states of the DISEC
committee in order to prevent the ongoing illicit trade of unregulated firearms, and hopes to adopt
a policy that will aid Brazil in removing illegal firearms from its own country’s circulation.
However, Brazil is wary of adopting any resolutions infringing on its exportation of small arms to
other UN recognized nations, as small arms account for a significant portion of its economy.
Therefore, an agreement to further monitor small arms internationally to ensure non-UN
recognized organizations that are terroristic in nature are not able to access illegal weaponry is

imperative, but any resolution that involves a suggestion to reduce manufacturing of legal weapons
in nations will not be supported by Brazil. Within constructive debate, Brazil intends to reach a
solution that will benefit the vast majority, if not all, of DISEC member states.
II.

Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space

For more than forty years, the international community has debated the best way to avoid an arms
race in space. Discussion of whether or not an arms race in outer space has begun is currently being
debated as the United States builds its space force. Nevertheless, this issue is becoming more
pertinent as member nations have disagreements over the situation of space. As tensions rise
between nations of the political era, up to date legislation has to be created, as nations look to
pursue areas that are not yet militarized. Countless resolutions have been created within the past
few decades that have taken steps to avoid the presence of arms in this new frontier like the recent
resolution Reducing space threats through norms, rules and principles of responsible behaviours.
Brazil recognizes the grave consequences that could result from a space race. Due to these issues,
Brazil has taken a strong stance on the transparency in space and has adopted a preventative
attitude towards the militarization in space. The nation co-authored the resolution “No First
Placement of Weapons in Outer Space” which exhibits the narrative Brazil plans to bring to the
committee. Brazil supports discussion on the Proposed Prevention of an Arms Race in Space
(PAROS) Treaty and participates in discussion on transparency and confidence Building measures
in outer space activities with the intent of non-weaponization of the frontier.
Brazil is committed to avoid an arms race in space and the committee seeks a resolution that
defines the weaponization of space and space weapons to add clarity and promote transparency
among the members.A primary belief the delegation of Brazil is concerned over is the need for
registration of objects in outer space. The registration of the object’s information (meaning it’s
position and purpose of objects in orbit) would be stored in an international database under the
Registration Conference. The nation understands that this method allows communication among
nations, limiting concerns for public safety. The delegation of Brazil also views that discussions
of nation’s accountability for space debris are important. Also, Brazil sees cyberattacks on
satellites in space a threat to the infrastructure of our nations. Therefore, having consequences
outlined in the resolution would help deter any nation from committing these acts. Brazil hopes to
keep space an area of peaceful and scientific motivated exploration for the general well of the
people. Brazil interprets any deviations from this ideology, as posing a threat to our sovereign
nation, but a global threat to everyone.
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Delegation from: Australia
Represented by: Saint Edward High School
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee
I.

Regulating the Spread of Small Arms.

Australia has long supported the United Nations efforts to prevent and regulate small arms and
light weapons (SALW). In 2001 Australia was a participant in preparing and adopting the Program
of Action to Prevent, Combat and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons.
Under this agreement the Australian Government has taken steps domestically to reduce the use
and trafficking of restricted weapons. In 1996 Australia passed the National Firearms Agreement
which banned the manufacture and ownership of machine guns, anti-tank guns, rocket launchers,
flamethrowers and other similar weapons. This law was updated in 2002 with the National Firearm
Trafficking Policy Agreement. These strict controls have helped to reduce firearms deaths by 61%
across Australia since 1996.
The use and trafficking of SALW has become a global issue. With the increase in technology of
gun manufacturing these weapons can be used to bring down light aircraft, buildings and even
small ships. Arms trafficking is now a $4 billion global business. With Australia’s geographical
proximity to Africa and the Far East we are very concerned with the increased manufacture and
use of small arms generally – and particularly during periods of civil unrest in those regions. In
2013, the United Nations Security Council, with Australian Minister for Foreign Affairs Julie
Bishop as Council President, adopted Resolution 2017. This resolution solely dealt with the
increase of SALW and the use of these weapons to destabilize states and called for enforcement
of embargos and other measures to eradicate the illicit trade of SALW. In 2015 the Security
Council met to discuss the human cost of the illicit flow of SALW. Australia was one of several
nations who spoke with Australia’s representative urging funds be directed for the disarmament
and disposal of excess and illicit weapons. Australia remains committed to all UN resolutions
concerning SALW trafficking and has taken steps to implement the recommendations as part of
Australian foreign policy.
The issue of regulating the spread of small arms has increased in importance as improved
communications and technology has increased the illicit trafficking of these weapons. Australia
has historically taken an international lead to combat the black market dealing of SALW. The
Delegation of Australia believes the United Nations needs to continually address these issues and
implement more effective procedures to reduce this trade. Australia has proven to be a strong
partner in the fight to regulate and reduce the spread of small arms. This committee now needs to
present enforcement and punishment of regimes and rogue groups that facilitate and use illicit
SALW. As we proceed in to the 21st century Australia will continue to use foreign policy and
domestic resources to help protect any and all sovereign nations from political unrest due to illicit
SALW.

II. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
Ever since the Soviet Union launched the first satellite, Sputnik 1, on October 4, 1957, various
countries have proposed treaties to prevent an arms race in space. On 12 February 2021, China
and Russia introduced a Draft Treaty on the Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in Outer
Space, the Threat or Use of Force against Outer Space Objects (PPWT) to the CD (Conference
of Disarmament). The Commonwealth of Australia, while being against an arms race in outer
space, is opposed to these treaties. We believe the previously stated treaties are unclear in their
definition of space weapons and are unable to identify if space weapons have been, or have been
developed to be placed in space.
To restate, the Commonwealth of Australia is against Russia and China’s proposed treaties.
Australia believes attention and efforts are better off focusing on stopping bad behavior in space.
Australia believes legally binding documents should be put in place to prevent bad behavior, but
these documents might struggle to have the require effect unless practical utility is developed by
arranging and strengthening good behavior through transparency, confidence building measures
and normative creeds. Like other policies already implemented in this area, Australia is
committed to a rule-based global order, which applies also to space. Australia wants to work
with other nations on challenges and initiatives to fortify the long-term stability, safety, and
security of outer space. In 1993, Australia signed a proposal under the CWC (Chemical Weapons
Convention) to prohibit the development, production, stockpiling and use of Chemical Weapons.
Even though this isn’t entirely comparable, Australia nonetheless believes a similar treaty would
help achieve such goals with outer space weaponry.
Overall, Australia would like to engineer a safe, reliable outcome. Better security against
terrestrial, dual-use threats, and stockpiling of deployable weapons are all possible risks that are
well worth preventing. Also, Australia would like a detection system to be put in place to find
deployed weapons or weapons that have been or are being developed in space. Even seemingly
civilian made satellites could also pose malevolent possibilities thus extra vigilance is important.
Australia accepts that these problems of verification and dual-use capability make credible arms
control in space a considerable challenge. In conclusion, the Commonwealth of Australia politely
asks the committee to look over Australia’s proposals about behavioral norms and possible
threats in outer space.

Delegation from: The Republic Of Korea
Represented by: Beachwood High School
Position Paper for the General Assembly’s First Committee
The issues for deliberation set before the United Nation General Assembly’s First Committee on
Disarmament and International Security includes Regulating the Spread of Small Arms and
Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space. Accordingly, it is the firm conviction of the Republic of
Korea that to successfully address the issues at hand, international cooperation between the global
powers is imperative as we move along on the global stage. International collaboration along with
the development of comprehensive solutions to the pressing issues at hand is a must.

I: Regulating the Spread of Small Arms
For generations, the spread of small arms has ravaged nations across the globe. Thousands of men,
women, and children have been displaced or outright killed from the over 600 million small arms
that can be found on every continent. South Korea itself is no stranger to the devastations of war.
The Six-Two-Five war, otherwise known as the Korean war, did not wrought its devastation
through weapons of mass destruction but through the millions of small arms that circulated
throughout every inch of the nation. The Republic of Korea is no stranger to small arms, and will
fight vigorously against the proliferation of any weapon of war.
Spearheaded by the leadership provided by Korea and its many global allies, the UN adopted the
United Nations Program of Action on Small Arms in 2001. Since the adoption of the PoA, South
Korea has worked to drastically reduce the number of arms within Korea. Over a ten year period
starting in 2007, the number of privately owned firearms was reduced from over half a million to
just under 80,000. Due to Africa becoming a hotbed of political unrest and indiscriminate killings
leading to the deaths of thousands of civilians, South Korea has been a major proponent of UNSC
resolution 2457. In particular, clause eight which urges all member states to coordinate with
INTERPOL and the World Customs Organization. Only through international cooperation can the
world’s nations hope to stem the flow of small arms. The Republic of Korea has and will continue
to be a leader in the fight against small arms.
The Republic of Korea would like to reaffirm that in accordance with General Assembly resolution
A/RES/70/58, all member states have the moral obligation to begin work in providing legal,
technical, and financial assistance to requesting states in the hopes of promoting the universal
adoption of the Arms Trade Treaty. However, the nations of the world must do more. Aggressive
programs must be created towards the destruction of illicit arms. It is imperative that factories are
shut down, each and every weapon manufactured is tracked, and conflicts are disarmed before they
even begin through diplomatic means.

II: Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
Ever since space had begun to be colonized, the question had risen about its utility in warfare and
weaponization. Once Eastern Europe and the Americas begin to streamline space travel, along
with a few private companies such as SpaceX, what will they do with the developed metropoli
that they will have established? The Republic of Korea would like to reaffirm that we do not
wish for an arms-space race to become a new reality.
Over the course of the initial arms race, weapons were created that had almost definitely assured
mass destruction, especially for countries that were less developed at the time. The Republic of
Korea, still having a newly founded space program, does not wish to arrive on the forefront only
to be met with a barrage of weapons and space lasers that can be sent to anywhere on the planet
near instantaneously as the average orbit is only 90 minutes.
To combat this possible reality, The Republic of Korea does not wish to only rely on the United
States philosophy of “mutually assured destruction” being able to prevent such intense warfare,
but would rather that as a whole planet, do not have any sort of competitive arms race in space to
begin with and should negotiate safe terms for the coexistence of life on the interplanetary level.
It is imperative that the United Nations come together as a whole and find measures to prevent
an arms race from reaching the interplanetary level, as to keep space as a safe and peaceful
territory for all nations.

Delegation from France
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the Disarmament of International Security Committee (DISEC)
The issues presented before the Disarmament of International Security Committee are:
Regulating the Spread of Small Arms; Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space. France is devoted
amid circumstances to decrease high levels of death and conflicts caused by the growing
regulations of small arms and expresses its hope to find countries that would further cooperate to
battle the issue presented in this committee.
1. Regulating the Spread of Small Arms
As centuries have passed, the popularity and convenience of having access and bearing a
small arm has skyrocketed, especially in the past 20 years. Approximately 1.6 billion arms are in
circulation worldwide right now. Along with this skyrocket in small arms, there has also been a
circumstantial amount of regulation against them. Multiple genocides all over the world have been
fueled by the use of small arms, which boil down all the way to certain knives, like machetes.
Small arms can pose a potential threat to fragile situations, and the bearing of small arms can only
make fragile situations break, such as the Nanjing Massacre in 1937.
As weapons such as small arms and nuclear weapons together remain the world’s 3rd
largest, France has worked for several years to take significant steps towards disarmament. France
has set regulations where an application for a 1-year carry license is required for the carrier of
portable firearms. Additional punishments include a charge of public disorder in the case a firearm
is shown in public causing fear. In the continuous efforts to battle the arms race France had entered
the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT) on December 24th 2014 . The ATT has since then been regulating
arms in France and has seen a decrease in unknown deaths from small arms. Furthemore France
strongly urges to battle the spread of small arms purely because a safer world, threats to peace, and
the progression to complete disarmament in France is one of the top goals and motives for the
country of France,
As France has seen an increase in the usage of small arms it has come to the attention that
there needs to be regulations in the country. France would like to propose the requirements for
increased and strict background checks on small arms. Countries such as the United States have
taken similar measures in order to prevent the rising rates of small arm distributions. The ATF
bureau in the U.S.A takes strict measures by including strict background checks and investigations
in order to steer away from federal offenses. By implementing such practices in France the ranking
of being 3rd largest for small arm distribution can lower for the better. Furthermore, France has
set regulations for only a 1-year requirement to carry a license for small arms. In order to
sufficiently protect and regulate the spread of arms it is suggested that a renewal check is imposed
on such license requirements. Without these measures it would be extremely rigorous to keep track
and to decrease the number of deaths and conflict caused by the soaring rates of small arm
distribution both legally and illegally.

2. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
France has had a significant involvement in outer space militia. As of now, space activities
and space as a whole is for all of mankind equally. France conducted a demo of a military defense
action from outer space, labeled as “AsterX''. With France being one of the first nations to conduct
any outer space militia measure, it is projected that France will become the world's third largest
space power. The use of operized weapons in space has over time, since the 1967 Outer Space
Treaty, has largely become more and more vague as the world of arms has broadened. SBT’s, or
space based technologies, have also become advanced as the information age has advanced. From
the baseline of predicting weather, SBT’s also provide for weather predictions, as well as,
communication, transportation, and provide France with self defense.
France and its relationship with outer space militia was first introduced in the PAROS
treaty. The PAROS Treaty allows for nations all over the world to participate in preventing any
nations from placing objects carrying any type of weapon into orbit. The PAROS Treaty currently
is in the arms of the COPUOS, which was established by the IN General Assembly in 1959. Even
though a vast amount of treaties have helped to prevent the placing of weapons of mass destruction
in space, it did not account for placing any other type of weapon in space. As of now, France has
established the French Military Planning Act, and will provide a budget of three and a half billion
euros for military space.
As France has indulged itself into preventing an increase in the arms race in outer space,
the efforts have been dated all the way up until present day today. Furthermore as France has
indulged itself in repeated experiments and tests in order to prevent the arms race there have been
several resolutions proposed. A goal that France pledges to work towards is reducing high rates of
space threats by enforcing roles, behaviors, and norms. So far, countries such as the United States
have voted for the resolution in past years. Implementing this resolution would further benefit the
country of France and by joining other countries this resolution can be taken to the next level.
Additionally, there shall be rules enforced that any party pledges that there are no objects that carry
any type of weapon are taken to orbit. With such restrictive measures the goal of preventing an
arms race in outer space can be attained. Furthermore, if there were to be any complications
associated with the proposed solutions by France the countries are urged to negotiate as their first
choice through cooperation and negotiation to steer our global relations into the direction of peace.

Delegation from: The United States of America
Represented by: Jefferson Area High School
Position Paper for the United Nations General Assembly First Committee (DISEC)
The issues before the United Nations General Assembly First Committee also known as the
Disarmament and International Security Committee (DISEC) are: Regulating the Spread of Light
Arms; an Arms Race in Outer Space. The United States is devoted to keeping the world a safe
place through careful action and expresses its hope for further advancement and cooperation
between state and non-state actors.
I. Regulating the Spread of Light Arms.
The United States recognizes the growing threat of the spread of light arms both foreign and
domestically. It was reported in 2020, approximately one billion small arms were in circulation
worldwide. It is believed the massive proliferation of small and light arms took place during the
Cold War where we and the Soviet Union (USSR) created massive stockpiles of these weapons
which regrettably after many years fell into the wrong hands. Time and time we have seen
international conflicts where extremist groups and terrorist organizations have used small and light
arms to conduct actions of great evil. A common small arm used by such groups is the AK-47
whose origin comes from the USSR, present-day Russia. The UN has made great efforts to regulate
and manage the spread of light arms. Since the 1990s, the UN began a large campaign to better
manage global small arms flows. In 2001, the adoption of the Program of Action to Prevent,
Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All its Aspects (PoA)
has made great leaps in its field. In the years following, nations within the UN have made it a
priority to report arms sales. This has been quite useful but more work is needed to be done.
The United States understands the threat the spread of light arms is to the world and wishes to
participate in worldwide cooperation to regulate and control this issue. With the recent transfer of
power in the United States we feel we are equipped with strong and powerful leaders who are
willing to do what must be done. Gun control within our nation is one of our top priorities and we
feel the same way when on the global scale. The presence of light arms is associated with
challenges in peacekeeping efforts and prolonged conflicts. Regulating light arms is key to
stopping the harm these weapons cause. Regulation and reform is a policy we feel we can get
behind.
The United States has long supported treaties and resolutions to improve the regulation of light
arms. We stand as a signatory of the PoA and have been well to report a majority of arms sales
within the nation. But now is a time of real change and action. The United States proposes an
international database where arms can be tracked worldwide so we as nations know when and
where these weapons are at all times. We also look favorable upon a council to be created to meet
biannually to essentially discuss the progress the nations of the UN are making to regulate the
spread of light arms. With this program in place, the future looks to be a safer place.

II. Arms Race in Outer Space
The United States realizes the threat an arms race in outer space would cause. The Outer Space
Treaty passed in 1967 states that space is a place for the use of all mankind; member states should
refrain from putting nuclear weapons or any other kinds of weapons of mass destruction in space
or on celestial bodies. During the Cold War, the US and the Soviet Union (USSR) tested nuclear
weapons in space but this is now long over with. Previously, the US has been reluctant to sign on
to new treaties nor recognize an arms race in outer space. The US itself has opposed multiple
resolutions such as that of PAROS in 1981, the “Transparency and Confidence Building Measures
in Outer Space Activities in 2005, the Treaty on the Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in
Outer Space in 2008, and more. With the recent transfer of power, we regret that the US withdrew
from the Intermediate-Range Nuclear Forces (NIF) Treaty.
The US understands the new and profound political climate we now face. Outer space is a place
for all and it will remain that way. Treaties in the past have been either too vague or contain
contents the US previously could not sign upon. It is key each member state understands the danger
an arms race in outer space would cause.
The US wishes for nothing more but to work with nations to pass a resolution to prevent an arms
race in space. Nuclear weapons and other weapons of mass destruction must not enter Earth’s
orbit. Any and all missile testing in outer space should not be permitted. There are no exceptions,
the risk is too high...

Delegation from: State of Israel
Represented by: Western Reserve Academy
Position Paper for DISEC
I. Regulating the Spread of Small Arms
Regulating the trade and usage of small arms and light weapons has become a highly important issue to the
United Nations, especially at this point in history. The State of Israel firmly believes that small arms should
only be accessible to those who do not seek to cause harm or terror. Hamas, for example, is a Palestinian
terrorist group whose main goal is to eradicate the State of Israel. The majority of the arms that Hamas is
in possession of are typically smuggled from either Egypt or Jordan, our neighboring countries. Palestinian
terrorists are also heavily funded by Iran to create illegal weapons in the territories of Gaza and the West
Bank. That being said, we also believe in the self defense of our own citizens against groups who would
like to see the Jewish State destroyed. Small arms are a powerful tool for both defense and destruction, and
it is up to DISEC to maintain the right to self defense for law abiding citizens while curbing the spread of
arms to radical terrorist organizations.
Israel has one of the lowest rates of gun deaths in the world. Due to this statistic, we should serve as a model
country when arms regulation policy is brought into question. During their lifetime, the majority of Israelis
will handle automatic weapons due to Israel’s mandatory conscription policies. Therefore, there is no doubt
that our citizens are able to legally trade, manufacture, and use SALW without unjustly doing harm upon
nonviolent actors. The main target of our resolution must be violent and destructive organizations. The
Delegation of Israel condemns Iran, Syria, and all other countries that support SALW getting into the hands
of those who cannot handle them with the proper care. DISEC should focus on disarming groups such as
Hamas, the Taliban, Al-Qaeda, and others, as opposed to global citizens who need weapons to protect
themselves and their families,
Israel’s policy on small arms has been made very clear in recent years. In 2001, the United Nations set into
action the UN Programme of Action on Small Arms (UNPOA), a policy framework adopted to prevent the
spread of SALW into dangerous hands. Israel strongly supports the UNPOA, as we are a state that is under
constant threat of terrorism on all sides. The UNPOA was created with a mission to eliminate illegal trade
of small arms, which has since become a bigger issue in the Middle East since 2001. In this committee,
Israel believes that we should take a look at the UNPOA and find ways where it achieved success and
failure, and use it as a guideline for our resolutions. Specifically, the UN must find it necessary to address
light weapons such as Man-portable Air-defense systems (MANPADS). In 2002, an Israeli aircraft was
struck by a MANPAD in Mombasa, which reaffirms the urgent need to keep these weapons out of the hands
of terrorist organizations. We intend to seek out other states with a similar interest in curbing terrorism at
the hands of radicals while protecting the right of self defense of those who do not look to cause damage.

II. Arms Race in Outer Space
From the 1950s, Space Race and Space Arms Race has always been prominent topics in the
discussion of the Cold War. There were many ambitious projects that aimed to weaponize space,
the classic example being the Strategic Defense Initiative, also known as Star Wars Program,
proposed by the United States. However, all these hostile developments in space have one thing in
common: they all escalated and deteriorated the situation and causes more chaos and instability.
The State of Israel opposes all forms of military intimidation in Space, especially those that tries
to convert their countless arms races are already underway in the current military framework of
land, sea, and air, whether superficial or secretive. The existence of space arms race would further
intensify the already heated conflicts on Earth and destabilize the situation further.
Israel has been a spacefaring nation since the early 1960s, but ever since the start of the program,
Israel has always been against space weaponization. In fact, Israel has always been a strong
opponent of arms race in the Conference of Disarmament (CD). The State of Israel believes that
peace and strategic stability could be achieved more effectively through multilateral diplomacy,
rather than arms races and cold wars. Israel had signed and ratified multiple arms control
agreements, including the Comprehensive Test Ban Treaty in 1996, the International Convention
for the Suppression of Acts of Nuclear Terrorism in 2006, and the Arms Trade Treaty in 2015. In
the topic of space arms control, Israel will continue to preserve peace and balance among the world
and be a leading power in space disarmament.
In the future, Israel will continue to work with all the nations around the world to ensure a safe
environment of space exploration for generations to come and stand firmly against a new Cold
War in space that causes harm on all sides. If the nations of the world can come together to keep
space safe and free of destruction, we can achieve invaluable peace that benefits all people of Earth.

Delegation from: Russian Federation
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee
The issues before the Disarmament and International Security Committee are: regulation the spread of
small arms and preventing an arms race in outer space. The Russian Federation is devoted to
international peace and expresses its desire for further cooperation on the prevention of these global
military crises.
I.

Regulating the Spread of Small Arms

The Concern to be addressed by the Disarmament and International Security Committee is the
regulation of the spread of small arms. The Russian Federation is committed to eradicating the illicit
trade of small arms. The illicit trade of small arms and light weapons is the main source of armament
for terrorists around the globe. As of March 2021, of the estimated one billion small weapons in the
world, only 16% of them are used by security or defence forces. Terrorist attacks are quite common in
the Middle East. Thus the illicit trade of these small arms to the Middle East has greatly increased how
lethal these attacks are. As it continues, more and more people die each attack. This illicit trade
however, has occurred in more places than just in the Middle East. Small weapons and light arms have
been proliferated throughout the Middle East, Islands in the Caribbean, such as the Indies and Cuba,
along with in Africa.
The Russian Federation is committed to help end this illicit trade and to mitigate the damage it has
already caused. One method that has been used in the past to solve the illicit trade in small arms. is the
International Tracing Instrument (ITI), a global effort to locate and trace the illicit trade of small arms.
Another current solution in use is the Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat, and Eradicate the
Illicit Trade of Small Arms and Light Weapons in all its Aspects (PoA), which is a global effort to
make the regulations on small arms much more stringent, in order to root it out. Another current
solution to the proliferation of small arms is the Arms Trade Treaty (ATT). The ATT is an international
treaty that regulates the trade of small arms and seeks to locate, and eradicate the illicit trade thereof.
and the Firearms Protocol, a treaty against the trafficking of small arms, and transnational organised
crime. These are combined with attempts to strengthen pre existing committees including the United
Nations Office on Drugs and Crime (UNODC), and the International Criminal Police Organisation,
(INTERPOL). Though smart, all of these solutions have proven ineffective.
The Russian Federation suggests a multi step process of methodically removing the illicit trade from
each member country. This process would start with locating the factories used for creating these
weapons, and then follow the supply chain to when it reaches the warehouses. Previously used
warehouses often house stashes of weapons for illicit trade. From there The Russian Federation would
continue to track several of these weapons to see which ones of them make it to the Middle East,
Caribbean and Africa; how they got there, and who is transporting them. This process would continue
until all of the weapons dealers are tracked down and none of the tracked weaponry ends up in these
three areas. For this to work, all exports to these three areas must be searched for small arms, and
warehouses previously holding up to thirty year old weapons must be monitored. Even though this plan
requires quite a lot of brute force, nothing else has worked; every easy way out has been taken and now
it’s time to end this so that these countries in Africa, the Middle East, and the Caribbean can start
looking into other problems. All three of these areas are mostly still developing countries, and they
have unstable governments and economies. This makes them more and more susceptible to corruption

and war. If major world powers stopped supporting and financing these wars then they are a lot less
likely to happen.
II. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
The Concern to be addressed by the Disarmament and International Security Committee is the
prevention of an arms race in outer space. Since SPUTNIK was launched in January of 1957, the
domain of space has been increasingly utilized by countries and companies around the world for
communication, exploration, navigation and more. Increasingly in the past years, weapons of four
major categories have been developed for use in space or against spacecraft. These categories are:
kinetic physical, such as modified ballistic missiles, non-kinetic physical, such as lasers, electronic,
such as jammers, and cyberattacks which alter the data being transmitted to and from satellites. All of
these weapon types are being constructed and tested around the world by every country that is capable.
The Russian Federation is committed to slowing, if not stopping, the construction and use of space
related weapons, which are contributing to rising tensions that could easily result in a devastating arms
race in outer space.
In 2008, and again in 2014, The Russian Federation, in conjunction with China submitted the “Treaty
on the Prevention of the Placement of Weapons in Outer Space, the Threat or Use of Force Against
Outer Space Objects” to the council of Disarmament, but this treaty was dismissed by countries
including the United States both times. Because of the failure of this treaty, the situation in space is
escalating, as highlighted by the unprecedented creation of the United States Space Force.
Internationally, there is no working strategy to prevent this arms race that has already begun. The
solution many countries, including The Russian Federation, have been pushed into is being ahead of
the curve in the arms race, which has only increased the speed of the development of this global issue.
The Russian Federation’s military doctrine highlights that placement of weapons in outer space is a
huge military danger, and The Russian Federation is absolutely willing to join in an international treaty
to regulate the placement of weapons in outer space. However, The Russian Federation will not
compromise the national security of the nation by stopping their progress in space related military
technology until an international treaty is made to ensure other countries do the same.
The Russian Federation suggests a multi pronged approach to prevent an arms race in outer space.
According to this plan, the Russian federation requests that all countries sign a treaty that hashes out
that no weapons of any kind (kinetic, non-kinetic, electronic or cyber) be placed in space. This mostly
applies to co-orbital ASAT (antisattilite) weapons which, once in orbit, can attack at any time, but is
also highly relevant to jammers, attack satellites, spy satellites, and uplink satellites for large scale
cyber attacks. This is a key first step, but it does not address space borne attacks which are launched
from the ground. The next part of this plan is for countries to agree to stop any space related weapons
use or testing for one year in order to launch an international effort to locate space related weapons of
any kind, especially cyber and electronic weapons, that are in the hands of terrorists. Once weapons
are located, their capabilities can be addressed and neutralized. Once terrorists are not as prevalent of
an issue, the next step must be for all countries to agree to stop testing and use of any weapon meant
for use in space. This can be monitored relatively easily. Testing of any physical space borne weapon
is detectable across the globe, and electronic weapons are detectable by the operator of the targeted
satellite. The Russian Federation holds that as long as space currently falls under the domain of
international territory, it is key that it is only used to push forth international goals that benefit all of
the human race.

Delegation from: Democratic People’s Republic of Korea
Represented by: Jefferson Area High School
Position Paper for the General Assembly First Committee
The issues at hand for the General Assembly are: Regulating the Spread of Small Arms and Preventing an
Arms Race in Outer Space. North Korea feels that addressing both of these issues is a very urgent task, as
they affect every country in the world. North Korea is looking forward to working with the other delegations
to resolve these issues.
I.
Regulating the Spread of Small Arms
Small arms are weapons that can be easily transported by one person, such as rifles, pistols, or light machine
guns. It is estimated by the Small Arms Survey, a Swiss non-governmental organization (NGO), that there
are over one billion firearms in the world, with the vast majority being in the hands of civilians. In addition
to this, the use of small arms has led to over 2.4 million deaths since 1989, with over 77,000 in 2018 alone.
In recent years, the illegal trade of these weapons has expanded vastly. In 2015, according to the European
Crime Prevention Network, there were an estimated 640 million illicit arms in circulation across the world.
These weapons come from a wide variety of sources. Some of them come from the legal firearms market,
but they are stolen. These firearms can be stolen straight from the manufacturer, or in other cases, groups
of people intercept shipments that are being legally traded. On the other hand, with the enhancement of
technology, individuals are now able to 3D print their own weapons, making it even easier to trade them
illicitly.
North Korea does not have an issue with guns in their country. The North Korean regime firmly believes
that putting guns in the hands of civilians only encourages violence among them, so the citizens of North
Korea are not allowed to have firearms. Exceptions to the rules do exist though. For example, citizens can
get a firearm for hunting from the police, as long as they bring it back at the completion of their hunt. North
Korea also has nearly no arms trading issues. The North Korean regime puts a lot of resources into
preventing and stopping all illegal arms trade. The minimum sentence an individual would face for illegally
trading would be ten years in prison, a sentencing North Korea believes should become universal.
North Korea would like to propose the REDS plan. The R in REDS stands for repossession. North Korea
calls for the United Nations to create a task force with the sole purpose of repossessing materials used for
creating illicit weapons. These materials include objects such as scrap metal, broken weapons, 3D printers,
and anything else the UN finds. What the UN does with the repossessed objects will be left up to the body’s
discretion. The E in REDS stands for education. The General Assembly First Committee, as a collective
group, will come up with a program to be distributed to governments across the entire world, for them to
educate their citizens with. The D in REDS stands for the destruction of illegal weapons. The UN
Peacekeepers and Interpol will be actively searching for and seizing any illegal weapons, ammunition, or
materials to create weapons. Undisclosed sites will be set up across the world where these weapons will be
gathered and destroyed, in an attempt to slow down the trade. Finally, the S in REDS stands for stationing
Interpol in regions with high illicit arms trafficking. Interpol will be given armored stations where they can
stay to seek out traders. Traders would be arrested, along with their product being seized. There would be
an emphasis on stationing Interpol in the regions that face the most arms trade, which are the Middle East

and Central America. North Korea feels that enforcing the REDS plan would drastically improve the current
situation regarding the regulation of small arms.
II.
Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
An arms race is when two or more nations try to develop and accumulate more weapons than the other,
leading to tensions rising throughout the world. The most famous example of this was during the Cold War
when the United States and the Soviet Union were locked in an intense arms race for decades. Now, the
concern is that this will move into the realm of space. The Outer Space Treaty of 1967 orders that all of
humanity can use outer space, but it prohibits countries, or individuals, from placing nuclear weapons, or
other weapons of mass destruction, into orbit around the Earth. The treaty never sets ground rules for space,
however, and with nations such as the United States, China, and Russia all disagreeing on what they should
be, no progress has been made towards creating rules. With no real rules in place, nations are developing
other kinds of weapons to put in space. For example, in 2007, China successfully tested a weapon that
destroyed a satellite, something that if used against another nation, would cause extreme damages to the
nation. Weaponization in space will continue progressing forward until rules are set in stone.
North Korea does have a space program, however, it is not used for any military reasons. The North Korean
National Aerospace Development Administration (NADA) exists solely to help improve the North Korean
economy, technologies, and sciences. North Korea is strongly opposed to using space as a means of warfare.
However, with imperialist aggressors in space, such as the United States, the world is not safe. North Korea
believes that weapons need to be pulled out of space, as their presence creates an unnecessary threat and
tension throughout the world. If other nations were to follow the NADA’s lead and just focus on the
peaceful benefits of space exploration, the world would benefit much more than they would if nations were
worried about weapons.
North Korea believes that the best way to prevent an arms race in space would be through the NUKE plan.
The N in NUKE stands for negotiation. The General Assembly First Committee, as a body, would talk to
and negotiate with all nations that currently have weapons in space to remove them immediately. North
Korea feels that if there are no weapons in space to start, there will not be a reason for an arms race to occur.
The U in NUKE stands for urge. DISEC would urge Interpol to intervene in the situation and remove all
weapons from outer space, until further rules and regulations on weapons in space are created. The K in
NUKE stands for keep. North Korea feels that it is necessary that we keep the Outer Space Treaty of 1967
in effect through this entire process. Although it is old and does not cover everything, it lays a strong
foundation for further rules that would potentially emerge, so keeping it would cause no harm. Finally, the
E in NUKE stands for establishment. Although the Outer Space Treaty of 1967 is staying in effect, there
needs to be a new, more detailed set of rules for the use of weapons in space. These rules would be created
by the United Nations Security Council and confirmed by Interpol. North Korea feels that the NUKE plan
is the best plan for combatting this issue, and hopes that this resolves the issue once and for all.

Delegation from: The Republic of South Africa
Represented by: Solon High School
Position Paper for the United Nations Disarmament and International Security Committee
The issues on the floor of the Disarmament and International Security Committee are: Regulating the Spread of
Small Arms and Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space. South Africa is firmly committed to securing a terrorfree and peaceful Africa for all Africans through the regulation of small and light arms, as well as deterring and
preventing the weaponization of humankind’s final frontier for the security of all peoples. The Republic of South
Africa humbly expresses its desire for interstate coordination, collaboration, and cooperation in reaching these
goals.
I.

Regulating the Spread of Small Arms

The Republic of South Africa is no stranger to the infrastructural devastation and human cost of the massive
small and light arms industry. In South Africa alone, there are an estimated 5.4 million registered and
unregistered firearms in civilian possession. The illicit trade in these weapons has been a fundamental driver in
African conflicts for decades. The global market for small and light arms is currently valued at US$8.2 billion,
and is projected to reach a size of US$9.6 billion by 2026. This is directly proportional to the rise in terrorism,
extremism, and instability in many sub-Saharan African states, including South Africa. The Global Terrorism
Index reports that of the seven of the ten countries that had the largest increases in deaths from terrorism were
located in sub-Saharan Africa. Therein lies the crux of the problem; the imperialist greed of industry magnates
and beneficiaries are directly responsible for the prolonged conflicts in South Africa and her neighbors.
Historically, conflicting superpowers, such as the US and Russia, have injected small and light arms into
Africa to serve their own agendas, where nonstate actors have all too easy access to them. However, South
Africa now looks to the future. It has made a considerable investment to end the sacrifice of lives and
livelihoods for the greed of the small arms industry. It is high time other states follow suit.
Recognizing the critical threat small and light arms pose to both South African and United Nations interests,
the government of South Africa has made numerous monumental strides in the regulation of such weaponry.
South Africa has continually been a vocal proponent of interregional and international programs aimed at the
regulation of small and light arms. In 2013, South Africa heavily invested in the African Union’s Silencing the
Guns initiative. This campaign, characterized by its long term plans to disarm the African populace of illegally
acquired guns, invest in economic development of African youth, and mobilize governments and NGOs alike
to support reconciliation and peacebuilding, has a bright future thanks to South African support. Furthermore,
South Africa adopted measures from the UN Program of Action to Prevent, Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit
Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects (PoA), such as voluntarily reporting small arms
statistics and emphasizing transparency, as well as supporting DISEC resolutions, including S/RES/2117 and
S/RES/2220, aimed at the regulation and reduction of small and light arms. Aside from interregional and
international programs, South Africa has also implemented various domestic small arms regulations, such as
Firearms Control Act 60 of 2000, which requires stringent background checks and licensure/permit procedures.
The Republic of South Africa has placed much emphasis on this issue, yet the work of the international
community is not done.
Thus, the Republic of South Africa graciously lays down its stipulations: the international community has a
fraternal obligation to deter conflict and promote peace through the regulation of small and light arms. There is
an impending information crisis. South Africa calls upon its PoA partners to transparently and faithfully report
its small arms statistics through a streamlined, independent, and nonpartial sub-committee of DISEC.
Moreover, South Africa invites its allies to put programs in place that are modeled after the Firearms Control
Act 60. With these two acts of policy, South Africa believes the international community will have built a
strong foundation to work from. Stemming from these two integral provisos, the Republic of South Africa will
then look to both past and future; small arms stockpiles from the Cold War and other past conflicts must be
properly addressed, managed, and disposed of. Only then can we prevent the proliferation of small and light

arms into the future. South Africa calls upon member states to create strong regional ties. States must support
their neighbors in keeping small and light arms out of conflict zones through regulatory and diplomatic means.
Again, the Republic of South Africa is no stranger to the damages caused by aggrandizement of small and light
arms. The gathered states today are not just independent and sovereign nations, but also inhabitants of the same
Earth. A conflict that affects one of us, affects all of us. Accordingly, South Africa invites all to join it in its
crusade against the proliferation of small and light arms.
II.

Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space

Beginning with ratifying the Treaty on Principles Governing the Activities of States in the Exploration and Use
of Outer Space, including the Moon and Other Celestial Bodies in January 1967, South Africa is committed to
continuing nonviolent space research. With South Africa’s nuclear weapons programme being disassembled in
1989, South Africa is not interested in exploiting or colonizing the moon or other celestial bodies. South Africa
has contributed heavily to Resolution 39/61: Implementation of the Declaration on the Denuclearization of
Africa by assessing the African continent and concluding its sentiments to identify as a nuclear-weapon free
zone. With Apartheid in South Africa ending on May 4, 1990, sovereignty is essential to South African
resolutions and cooperations. After suffering devastating effects of colonization including the current water
crisis, economic reconstruction, and the dependence of the South African economy on tourism and precious
metals. With South African scientific exploration being halted by governmental tension and a destabilized
economy, South Africa would like to further invest in environmentally and economically beneficial space
exploration.
The South African National Space Agency has recently worked hand in hand with the Roscosmos State
Corporation for Space Activities to install a panEOS station in Hartebeesthoek to detect space debris to further
African societies. NASA has also partnered with SANSA to install a deep-space ground station which will
advance peaceful research on Mars in May 2020. In accordance with the memorandum of understanding (MoU)
signed between South Africa and the UK Space Agency, the delegation of South Africa will continue to improve
space infrastructure and weather data. Cooperation between the UK and South Africa is acknowledging COP26
ideals and resolutions and will not be participating in space exploration if there is environmental detriment
involved. With Sub-Saharan African countries being one significant drought and wildfire-affected region, Cyril
Ramaphosa has shed light on the importance of the improvement of environmental policy. With water being
scarce for South African citizens, multiple statements have been made about the South African constitution
including citizens’ entitlements to specified amounts of water. Considering that the moon has an overwhelming
effect on water patterns around the globe, specifically tidal waves, South Africa expresses its concerns about the
rising water levels around its borders. The sea levels surrounding South Africa have been rising between two
and three millimeters per year due to tidal patterns and global warming, which could lead the South African
economy and citizens to perish in the long run, which is why South Africa must take initiative against the
militarization of outer space. If member states can work alongside each other to demilitarize and research outer
space, efforts can be made to prevent coastal countries from becoming economically and environmentally
devastated.
South Africa has utilized and is continuing to utilize geospatial technology to aid with prevention of malaria,
locust infestations, polio, and drought/water supply. South Africa wishes to expand cooperation in compliance
to the Outer Space Act of 1967 and suggests for countries to use space technology the same way African
countries have in past years. Preventing an arms race in outer space is not only relevant on the political power
scale, but is essential to harvesting healthy economies and environments for peripheral countries. The delegation
of South Africa strongly emphasizes the use of space technology for exploration and research rather than political
gain and colonialism. Many South African citizens are impoverished or unemployed, which is why expanding
space research and space demilitarization will stimulate the South African workforce and improve literacy and
education rates across the continent Africa. South Africa encourages the cooperation between environmentally
and educationally progressive states to formulate a multilateral resolution to prevent an arms race in outer space.
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Delegation from : United Kingdom
Represented by: St Edward High School
Position Paper for the Disarmament and International Security Committee
I.

Regulating the Spread of Small Arms

So far, the failure to properly regulate the trade of small arms has had numerous negative
effects in countries worldwide. Such effects include fueling violence and allowing armed conflict
to flourish, preventing efforts to improve socioeconomic development and creating a lingering
sense of terror and instability in conflict zones. Despite all these effects, there has yet to be a
global set of rules put in place to prevent conventional weapons from ending up in unlawful
owners’ hands and/or being misused. In the UNODA Occasional Papers No. 23, it describes
several ways in which humans suffer from the lack of rules, regulation and mishandling of the
global trade of small arms. “The human cost of the consequences of the poorly regulated global
trade in conventional arms are manifested in several ways: in the killing, wounding and rape of
civilians—including children, the most vulnerable of all—and the perpetration of other serious
violations of international humanitarian law and human rights law; in the displacement of people
within and across borders; and in the endurance of extreme insecurity and economic hardships by
those affected by armed violence and conflict.” To sum up the negative consequences regarding
poorly regulated small arms, human lives are put at risk every day as a result and conflicts are
bred due to the lingering fear caused by the uncertainty around them.
The United Kingdom would like to recognize and fully support the ATT, (the Arms
Trade Treaty) as a viable solution for countries that have not yet signed it. The ATT’s goals, as
described by the Arms Control Association, is to “reduce human suffering caused by illegal and
irresponsible arms transfers, improve regional security and stability, as well as to promote
accountability and transparency by state parties concerning transfers of conventional arms. The
ATT does not place restrictions on the types or quantities of arms that may be bought, sold, or
possessed by states. It also does not impact a state’s domestic gun control laws or other firearm
ownership policies.” The ATT essentially allows a country to retain sovereignty while also
regulating the spread and distribution of small arms. While ATT is a very favorable option for
the United Kingdom, there are other options that countries may be more favorable to, such as the
“Silencing the Guns” campaign that occurred in 2020 in Africa. This campaign made it so that
people who had owned illegally-acquired guns could return them to the authorities without
penalty throughout the month of September.
The United Kingdom is highly in favor of such campaigns as these allow a portion of the
population that own illegally-acquired guns to be accountable for their actions and do away with
their illegal possession without the fear of being convicted. The United Kingdom firmly believes
that if such campaigns are established throughout the globe – particularly in conflict zones - gun
violence rates would decrease and the distribution of illegal small arms would also be drastically
curtailed.

II.

Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space

The United Nations has taken a proactive approach to prevent an arms race in outer space. This
began in 1981 with the UN Resolution entitled “The Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer
Space”. This resolution was an official reaffirmation of the previous 1967 Outer Space Treaty
and continues to advocate for a ban on the weaponization of space. In December of 2014, the UN
General Assembly passed two resolutions concerning the prevention of an arms race in outer
space. The first of these was the aforementioned Prevention of an Arms Race in Outer Space.
This “…calls on all States, in particular those with major space capabilities, to contribute
actively to the peaceful use of outer space…”. The latter of these resolutions, entitled No first
Placement of Weapons in Outer Space, looks to prevent an arms race in Outer Space by
introducing measures that will not allow any weapons in space at all.

The United Kingdom has had a strong space program since 1946. With the leading space
program in Europe, the United Kingdom feels a special obligation to take a leading role in the
prevention of an arms race in outer space. Accordingly, the United Kingdom voted for both of
the aforementioned resolutions and continues to try to prevent an arms race in outer space.

The United Kingdom would like to see the committee reach an agreement and continue the
prevention of an arms race in space. If there were to be a war in space, destruction would be
inevitable, and the earth could very easily be negatively affected. The United Kingdom is
dedicated to keeping outer space weapons-free.

Delegation from: The Republic of Belarus
Represented by: Mentor High School
Position Paper for Disarmament and International Security
The topics faced by the committee for Disarmament and International Security are as follows:
regulating the flow of small and light arms, and preventing an arms race in outer space. Belarus
supports the regulation and tracking of small arms and agrees with the need for a treaty that would
regulate arms testing in outer space.
I. Regulating the Flow of Small and Light Arms
Billions of small arms are circulating around the world, thus posing a direct threat to the
accomplishment of United Nations goals. These small guns are the ideal weapon for criminals and
terrorists to permintrate violence and violate human rights. The regulation of small arms is done
in an effort to avoid the violence these weapons cause. The lack of data available about these
weapons makes them hard to regulate thus promoting the UN to adopt the Program of Action to
Prevent, Combat, and Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its
Aspects which asks its signatures to give reports of their arms sales. The availability of small arms
to commit violence poses a threat to UN values and in order to protect its members and the world
it is vital to the UN that small arms be regulated and managed.
The regulation of firearms in the Republic of Belarus is categorized and restrictive. Civilian gun
owners and gun manufacturers are not allowed to own or make guns unless they possess a gun
license. In order to obtain this license the citizen must be 18 years of age and have completed a
background check which investigates their criminal history, mental health, and domestic violence
records as well as requires a third party character reference. Owning a gun is not a right and the
gun license and thus possession of the firearm can be denied or revoked. Belarussian customs
estimates that $143,910 worth of small arms and ammunition are exported from the country per
year while $1,938,539 are imported. In order to control the spread of firearms three parliamentary
acts and one presidential decree have been passed outlining the penalties for unlawful carrying,
selling, and transporting guns, as well as the security measures for the transportation and storage
of guns. All legislation surrounding guns and gun trafficking is enforced by the Ministry of Internal
Affairs, Ministry of Forgien Affairs, and Ministry of Defence.
Belarus has compiled with legislation passed by the United Nations Commision on Crime
Prevention and Criminal Justice as well as The United Nations Protocol against the Illicit
Manufacturing of and Trafficking in Firearms, Their Parts and Components and Ammunition.
Belarus has implemented and supports a UN Programme of Action to Prevent, Combat and
Eradicate the Illicit Trade in Small Arms and Light Weapons in All Its Aspects. Internationally,
Belarus supports background checks and regulation for firearms in order to prevent possible
deaths, violence, or other such crimes. Belarus also has and weapon seizure programs for any
illegally transferred or obtained guns. Belarus believes that with strict regulation and
implementation firearms can be tracked and regulated.

II. Preventing an Arms Race in Outer Space
The current international treaty on space activities, the Outer Space Treaty of 1967, states that
space should be available for the use of all mankind. It calls upon member states to “refrain from
placing in orbit around the earth any weapons of mass destruction,” which was relevant during the
beginning of the Cold war, between the United States and Soviet Union, when these nations were
testing nuclear weapons in space. With the use of more conventional weapons and the growing
nations around the world, the UN has decided to make a new treaty that will limit the development
of space weapons among the key nations, however all attempts so far have failed. It is required
that the international community forms a treaty on space weapons otherwise there might be a
potential for devastating consequences.
In the Republic of Belarus there are currently no weapons of mass destruction. After the collapse
of the USSR, Belarus became a non-nuclear-weapon state and transferred all of its Soviet-Era
warheads back to Russia. Belarus has stated that preventing an outer space arms race was critically
important and the growing number of countries developing space programmes only highlighted
the need for an international instrument covering that field. Domestically, Belarus has created
programs for space agencies and citizens to have access to space data, all of which is part of an
initiative to use space for peaceful exploration. Belarus’ main space program is called the National
Agency for Space Research. This program’s main goal is the development and effective use of
scientific and technological potential of Belarus in the field of creating Space facilities and
technologies for the solution of social and economical tasks in the interest of the branches of
economy, safety of population and increase of science and education level in the country.
Belarus has supported the draft of a treaty of the PPWT that would have eliminated any
misconceptions or loopholes in rights related to international space travel and would create
conditions for further exploration and use of space, preserve costly space property, and strengthen
general security and arms control. Belarus has signed and ratified the Outer Space Treaty, the
Agreement on the Rescue of Astronauts, the Convention on International Liability for Damage
Caused by Space Objects, and Convention on Registration of Objects Launched into Outer Space.
Belarus is part of the United Nations committee On the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space.
Furthermore, Belarus believes that a treaty should be made so that space can only be used for
things that benefit mankind.

